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CQAFfEB I 

UI8EHY OtSTljn 

71 wdl. Miss Kva, I ’apose youi 
} . ill! conic home to bp'la ihin(;s«aa 
}ie dlla^ s ba\ 4 > doDo It am i no won- 
der, [ V s, <ia you Bits moping by the 
^'iinrloi, luoliing double }(jur a^e, and 
you only tiitenly, as lias no ^lit to 
lobk f')it>, whatever %oit may s<i}, 
tiioii^h I took my dying alfredudavid 
on jca blcssed^rath ” 

TIiik slit>htly iricuhoteiit and do- 
riclully pi'SSi'iiisUi bpLcoli as moan- 
id, i,<i*h( » lh<in spoken, by a lean- 
bodied, haid- fared, sUnne-eyod 
woman >o a ]nelty gnl, who did not 
look .iL tljo spt ikcr And small won- 
iKi Mis MiJiy -inappiopjiatcnainio 

\\ IS unatLiuiivp to tin* c>i hlio 
^was oigtilui, gi&y ikiiincd, gi«'> oyfsl, 
gnw hilled, and had thiu, dioopiog 
iips almost is gK'j ns tin lest of nei 
In ln‘i lilaik stult gown-'sh® iman- 
ahl> won' the most fuuoiial dccssca — 
with nuuasy bauds folded under a 
coazao fpron, bhe stood bofoie Eva 
Htiode, utteiing lamentations woicby 
,of Joromiah at hib woiet Unt such 
duiupishnesb w is charactcnslao of the 
woman i^ht deli|;hted in looking on 
the black side of things, and the Mucker 
they were, tliu more she leliBhedtlieni 
Out of wiong-doiog, and gnef and 
UnngB awry, she eaiti acted a queei 
sort of ploosuroi and feft never bo 
lajipy as when the worst came to the 
iwoiBt It bpemed unfit that such a 
, walking pageant of woo Bbuuld be 
;taliod Meny 

Eva, alieady depressed by the 
voice and sentiment of this lament- 
able dame^ oonhnuM to look at the 
gandy holIvhookB, awen jvlule she 
asweFedealnUy, **t expect mj father 


in the same ae he was when ho went 
to i^nth Afnoa Qve years ago I 
don’t hope to hnd him an angel T 
am certain he has not obangra ” 

“If you’re thinkung of bhwk angels,’ 
aoid the lively Uerzy, “you can nave 
satisfootioDB from thinking him BclI- 
rebub, for him he are ’’ 

Don’t call my father names It 
docs no good, Mrs Merryi’’ 

" Beg paidon, luibs, but it do relievo 
the heart and tcmpci And 1 yvill 
call him a leper, if tnat'b a name, see- 
ing as he‘ll nevui change his spots, 
however persuaded ” 

“ What’s the time ? ” 

Mrs Meriy peeicd into the dial 
of A clock ou the niunlelpioui “ You 
might t ill it SIX, Mibs Eva, and u 
lovely evening it ib, though i.im m ly 
spile It iinexpecksl Vuiu ’nil bi> 
ifuted at the table m the nist loom 
ut eight, let us hupp, if nuthtng do 
happen to bun, iind f rlu pray on my 
boniled knees Miss Eva, ss ui* woii't 
growl at the meal, his habit allejs 
when vouT poor dear ma— Loi lady- 
ship WAS alive Ah well,” sud Mru 
Metrv with euiphasis, “ *Ar's an angel 
now, and your pa ain’t likely to, 
tiQuIilp liei ngain " 

“Why don’t vou think my futlicr 
may come home? I mean, why do 
yon fancy anything may happen to 
him’" 

“ Oh, I ain't got no cause, but what 
you might cal) the nnoertainties oi 
this vale o£ teats, Miss Eva, lie have 
to dnve ten mile here from the Wost- 
haven etaDoia, and there's tramps 
about them lonely roads Commg 
fiom Bcutb Africa, youi pa 'ull natur- 
^y havedisiDitODds to teomt the poor ’’ 
“ I don't know what fie has got,” 
said Eva rather pattisfily “ And no 



4 


r»£ wooD&vr band 


onb, Bavp and me, know he is { 
letutDitig nom \fnoa'' . J 

*' No one. Miss £va 7 " questaoned { 
(ho vromoD eignidciuitljk 
Misb S(iode coloured “ I told Mr 
ndl’' , 

“And he told his pa, and his 
who^have a long tonguo, told all the 
village, 1 don't doubt 11 ever there 
was a mafl as hddicd away bis days 
in silliness, ‘ cned Merry, “ it's that I 
pink and wiiilo lolly-hsh as vou call I 
Uilla I 

“ Till?," coircoted M^ss Strode then 
added coloaiiug “ His son doesn't 
take alter him ' 

“ No," admitted the othor idg- 
iniilj, ■' [ will bay as Mi Alien ib a 
tight lad ITis mother ga\e him hci 
blood and senbe and lonka , not that 
I say Lt's -worthy of yon. Miss Eva ' 
“Mtj Alcity,'' said Eva qmetl), 
''you lot yoiu tongue lun on too | 
itech .tbont my £i tends ’ 

“ Not tho lathoi ITills, if I die in 
saying it He's no Iriend of youts, 
seeing he's jour pa's, and ns to Mr 
Alien, X nevoi hod a sweetlieoit as 
1 Called fiiend, when you could call 
him bomothing better ' 

Eva took no notice of thw speeiSy^ 
hut continued, " lou aie my old nurse, 
Mrs Meriy, and 1 allow jou to talk 
openly " 

“ For yoai good, Miss Eva," put in 
Mottj 

“ F<it niy gootl, X know," said the 

? rl, “but JOU must not run down 
Ilea's father oi miue " 

* As to father, J say notlung but 
that hd’s a diivellmg jelly-hsh," said 
Mis Muiiy, who would not be supples* 
sed , “ but ynm own pa I know, worse 
lock, and 1 don^t thmk muoh of him 
as a man, whataver I say afaont his 
being Beeuebub, which he is I^fty 
years and nwre he is, hne-looking at 
that, thpugh wiokodnass is m his ach- 
ing bones Not that 1 know of thetx 
aching,” oijdamed Mits Many, “but 
if sm wovli make 'em smart, aohe 
they do. Tou've bean hAppy wth 
me, MibS Bva, •ddar, vn spite of a 
humble tool sad your poor ma's death, 


fbur and a half year back Hut youi 

S a’s oomo home to m^e trouble 
atan lot loose es what I call him,'' 
and if I could stop bis coming fay 
twisting hia wicked oedc, 1 would” 
” Mrs Mcny I ” Eva loae qmtkly 
and flushed “ Tott forgot joiusolf 
“ Thera, "jaaid Mrs Metij, costing 
up her eyes', “ and I fed her with niy 
own milk ' 

Eva, who wab toudetly attaclicd 
to the angiilai, dismiil, Lhatteiiug 
woman, could not witlistaud this 
loTnoik “ Doar Nanny,” shi bald, 
comforting the wounded huail, “ I 
know JOU mean well, Init my fatliei 
IV my fathtii aitai all ” 

“ Worse luf k, so he la,' subbcil Mi i 
Meity, feeling foi livi s biiiul 

“ I wish to thmk ol hiai as kimllj 

as 1 can and ” 

“ Mnncleb-wun't make \uu do tint." 
intoiiuptod the wo'ii in, dio|i]nijL, hoi 
apron tiom hn ej**., iiid glanng 
" Mibs Eva, X knew joui pa vilien lie 
was a bad boj,both him vnd mo beiiiL* 
■neighbnuis, as jou inii-bt s»y, though 
1 did live in a cottage aud hi, ir< i 
Mmol House not two mili lioui l< 

Ho and tliat jcllj-fisti of a Hills vv<i . 
alwajB together doing mist but, ar 
vettmgneighbouis by the c.us, Uiouf 
I do say ivb youi pa, being luasteili ■' 
led that jelly-hsh awtiy Ihcn yo’ 
pv ran owaj -with Ijadj .ranoUelhan 
jour ma, as is dead, and uo^ted he> 
sliuincful She come here to me, a 
an old fiiond, lor fiiend X was, thnf 
humble,” sobbed Mis Meriy, woming 
again, ‘“and jou were buiu. Then 
your pa takes you awaj'-and I oevei set 
eyes on yon and my lady till bve jc us 
ago -whmi he bioiq^t you here To 
settle down and make you happy' 
No 1 not he. Away he goes gallivant 
iog to South Africa whmo the bladkc 
are, leaving a lady bom and bred and 
hndanghtei. jugt abud, meaning youi- 
self, to h\e -with a common -womaE 
like me * ” 

*' I have beea voty happy, Nanny, 
and my mother was happy also, when 
she was ahve 

oeld Mrs, Meny bitteily 



J^ISSkY CASTLM 



[ “ a queoc aoti of hamoMs, to baibat 
i^vay ^on yoar hmtband good I've 
'^ad a tnal ntysolAn M«nv, who’s 
dead, and goo6t 1 bops, where you'll 
tmd youi pa Will join him But 
you J1 boe, Mis'i Bva, as yoni pa will 
como, and stun your inairyiniz Mr 
Allen " 

“ I think lliftt''! very likely,” eaid 
Eva s-adly 

“Wh.a, * bJud Mis Many iindor 
hm broith, and nsitiR, “hf’s at it 
ahoiiidy is he'^ 1 thouglil so” 

'* 1 loci'ivtd a Inttei iiom him Am 
otlici day, o'^plamod Eva, "know- 
ing )uur pM'jndKo againbt my lathoi, 

<« 1 Slid TLOtlllliSr '' 

not to hr ti listed, f 'spose. 
Miss El, I ' WAS the iQUinient 

'* Nmisi.ti'^i 1 tiust you with .iny- 
*]nn;» " 

‘ A> '1 wMl \oo may T ted you 
with mv lunils hlood, and fostm 
sid< 1 ton aieto uu >ioj Cam, though, 
r old knows, Ik s at had as Iiih Uttur 
V is hi foit h'm the gipsj whelp tha* 
In is Nutoii luysidi , though," mod 
Ml ii> ” 1 in iiuo Haclish, and 
awh> 1 wci took up with a Jiomaiij 
^ .ibcal like Giles Muiv, I don t know 
hit lit ’s dtod, i hope ho is though T 
evn un he suie, mo not kiiowint' 
-Inn 'i his giavo Come now, Mts 
ietis fltwe lur tvo a wipo wiili the 
ipion, ‘‘I'm t liking of mj own 
troiibli-itll whim touie is about That 
lottoi 

'' “ It IS cue Hi answi'i to mine I 


wioto to Capo Town thioo months 
ago tilhng my lothei that F was en- 
gaged to AUtn Hill He wroto the 
other day— .t week ago — fiom South- 
an) 2 )tou sating bo would not petniii 
the maiiiase to take place, and baik 
mo wait tiU be ceime home ” 

•"I^oublui tioublo,” kaid Mrs 
iMoiry, rocking, “I know the mnii 
^b, my deal , don't talk I'm thinking 
*or youi good " 

It woe hot outside, though the sun 
was BiiikiDg and the cool twilight 
shadowed tho eoitb, !]|l^e hollyhocks, 
red and blue and white and*yollow, 
blaze of colour, w^ dtoqping tbeic 


heads in tiie worm air, and the lawu 
fpoked brown and burnt for want*of 
nan Noib a breath of wind moved 
the dusty sycomoro trees which 
divided l£e cotta^tc from ijhe high* 
rood, and the cn^aou hne^ of the 
BOttifig sun steeped evotyUung in its 
simstm dye. Verbaps it was .tfaui 
uneonuv evtmng that ijpado Eva 
Strode viow tho home-ooming of her 
fathur with buoh unoosiness, and the 
hostihiy .ind foiehodings of hlis 
Men) did lint tend to roassijic hei 
With hei hand ou that dismal pio- 
plietess's shoulder, {.he stood silentlv 
looking out on ihn panting world 
liathcilm the iiiddy light It was as 
though sho SAW the fu^io thioiigh a 
ram ol hluod 

Misciy Castle was tho name of the 
oottago, and Mm Moiry was lespbn- 
Bihli tor tho dioAiy appenation llir 
hie liAil hi oil baid aud t/as hsid 
Hot buslund h.ul loft hi r, and her 
SOD, following in his fathei's footsteps, 
wits almost oonetantly absent m Iji>n- 
doti m mom than quostiunablo com* 
pany Mis Muitt thcieloru called 
the cottage by as dismal a name as 
blio could think of Even Eva, who 
^olcsiod against tho name, eouldnoL 
got tlio -tcadfaBtly die.iiy woninn to 
change it " Misery dw'ells in it, my 
dear lAiiib," said Mis Meny, "and 
Afistury it shall lie railed Castle it 
oil) t fioni the building of it, hut 
Castle it IS seeing thn lot of boriow 
that's in it liiiekingham i'aince and 
the Q'owci wouldn't hold more, and* 
Dioie tbeie will be, when that man 
comes homo witli hiswiokcdsneeimg 
tvse, father though he be to you, my 
pool young lady ' 

Jir was a delightful eottagi*, with 
whitewashed covered with 

cieepeib, and a tbatofacd root, grey 
with wmd and weather and the 
bleaching of the sun The lustii, 
porch was brilliant with red roses, 
and well-kept gaiden-hedb bloomed 
with lainbow-hl^ flowerb seasonable 
to the August month To the light 
this domam was ^vidcd from a wide 
and gorse-oovered ootAoum by sai 


Tj^js 


woimA at ncllov-hittd btiolc, 
uAtnl'fot ilM torainingof ^e«pla*iraba, 
to tbe left e knr hedge* tmex- 
Mted npe* ran between (he flower- 
SdAft and a well-etoched oroheedL 
!!^mi leaft exttaided some dutenoe, and 
,ebdefl m a eanKa fenee^ almost bimed 
in nettles atuI nmk weod$ Be;rotid 
etratohed several rneodows, m which 
eows wonoived, and further still, ap- 
peeiod fields of wheat, comfcn table 
fotm-honsee, clumps end hnes of trees, 
until the whole fertile expause ter- 
minatea at Iho foot of low hills, so far 
awsy that they looked blue and misty 
A smiling corn-land, quite Areadlau 
in its peace and beau^ 

Along the (root of the cottage and 
under we dusty sycamoio tiees ran 
a high-iood which shuck stmightly 
aerbss (lie common, slipped by kfieery 
Castle, and took its way crookedly 
through Wargrovo village, whence ^ 
omerg^ to twist and turn foi miles 
towoids the dhitont hills and still 
moro distant London town. Being 
the king's highway it was haunted bv 
tramps, by holiday vans filled witb 
joyous folk, and by fasliionable motor- 
cars spuming noisily at illegal hpood 
But neither uiotor-oars, noi vans, nd^ 
trai^. noi holiday-makers stopped 
at Wcrgiove village, unless for a 
moment or two at the one pubhe- 
houso on thiTSty days Those went 
on ten miles further across the c»m- 
tapD to Westfaaven, a rising watermg- 
pl^ at the Thames mouth So it 
will be 4oen that the publiuty of the 
highway afforded £va a ohanoo of 
sieiiig the world on wheels, and diver- 
rifled hm eomewbat dull existeuee 
And It Was dull, until a few months 
ago. ,^(Ui Allen Bill came home 
mm fihmft Amemn, wbma h» had 
been IpoUag attar mines. The votmg 
uso]^ 'mei and' imlMMiieafly sell m 
mcmjhb Seioio the gt- 
p(&tedanflml«l wh^Stiado.they be- 
oMM Aftpied ivift the ooaeeot <A 
flffiBft'e pMoote .hhfl without the 
koowtedM ofi'Bva’fl 'ifathert' How- 
MCer, fadug ft to • 

nsRft- who .fits, hot desinwe: boeh % 
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aha wrote ahd ekplained 
henaflf. The- rej^.-wos the letter..^ 
mgotfon of whiA she had made to 
Mza. Msitry And Mrs ' Many 
proguOBtioated hnndbite tinarefrom 
"1 know the non— 1 know the 
man,“ moaned Mrs Merry, xookmg 
heieeli, " he^l many you to some one 
else foi his ambitions, drat him " 

“That he shall never do,'* flashed 
out Eva 

“Yon have plenty of spuit, Miss 
Eva, but be'U wem you out He 
wdie out Lady Jane, yom ma, as is 
now wheie he will nevai go And 
was it this that set you moping by the 
winder, my dem Umb ’ " , 

Eva returned to her foioier >^o«t 
" Not aitugotbei " She hositah'd, and 
then looked inuously al- hvi old uur<.e, 
who stood with folded arnn fi owning 
and iigid “ You bclievo in dreams, 
Mrs Merry * ” 

*‘As 1 TOhe\e that Meiiy was a 
Hooundiel, and that mv boy wiJ] take 
«fier him, os he does," s,ud the 
woman, nodding Siidly , “ misery sm't 
B1UOI noi dieairin, not taxes wbirh 
oUays come biuigiiig borrow viid sum- , , 
mouses with 'cm So you di earned 
lust night ? ” 

•' Yes You know I went to bed 
eoaly 1 fell cblupp at ciglit and woke 
at nine, tiombling^' 

» Ah I " Mrs Merry drew neatep — 

*' 'iwas a baddish dream ' " -* 

" A horrible dioam —it w.i8, 1 think, 
two dreams ” * 

*' Tell it to me,” sold the old woman, 
her eyes glittcnng 

Ev t fati^k her dosed fist on the sill 
"No," she eried passionately, "it's 
unpossihle to tell it I -wish to forget " 
“You’ll nmember it well coough 
when the truth comes- " 

“ Do you think oayflung wUl come 
of it’" 

*'If» OB vure ae sore^" said Mm 
Meny, 

Sva.teim«me)wflitio«8, laughed m- 
and triM to tum the subjeot. 

“ ASSm wifl the gale soon,” ehe 
iftAki' •“t’MWidfllftg ^ the ftottiitnon 
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^ ^ — i — : »- 

^ '< Ah weU,'' dtoi&M 1ln« Um7« fluMhn^ ^Hpie ^ " etoidc»4' <ild 
jtm Ulw '(Mim . . . < * 

tvQB’t have aaothat vHmu hg gcuina ** I ddnt ifook tt iftit 4ida^ iell * 

yoti H piM9)^ Ava, &»lilAg ' 
*' Bniaat " Bvtk atamped her focA and pattng iviiHt dOomitdlag e^tmaa. 
andfn>wBad. '‘Voa oiake my fattier Kt<a«' jtfany. 

OQl to bo gr ” **9<Moa ooa ha taUod, porhapa,” 

" Whatevei I uiaLo bun out to bo, ^*How daaie yon— ^ipr dwi a^- 
111 nover get noar -whA\ ho w,” said Horae," eho burst oulv " I bef^eya it 
Mrs Moriy -noiousl\ “I hate bun was my father lying dcfU thara— I 
Ho ruined my Giles, not as Giles was bOW a white^gloTod right baud '* > 
moob to boost of KtiU, I oould hove " Your pa, sure enough,'* said tite 
talked him into boiiiga stay-at-home, voiuan grimly. " His woMen band, 
ifyoorpii. — there — theie — ^lethutTbe, oh" I know the liaud. Hh struck 
say 1 If hia cup is lull he'll nevei me with it once, Rtruck tne," silto 
come Lome alive oneft, using and glaring, " wi^ tAy 

Eva staitod and gteu deathly pale own hasband standing by> Buk Odes 
jMy ilrcam— my dioam,” she bsid was never a man. no \our -pa WM 

“Ah yesl” &[i'> Meiry ndv<inou<l dead, wroden hand and all, m the 
and oltih'lied tlio girl's wiist “ Von Bed l)eepB‘‘’ Did yon go Uwio to 
saw him. dead oi d>iug, eh, c h ^ " see, tins day ? " • 

*' l>nn t. nuiso , you iiigfateu me," “ Ho, ro,^' B\a shuddered, " it was 
said Miss Strode, leleaaing her ivi ibi , only a dreom *' 
then bhe tlionght loi a inoincnl '^Patfe 0/ one, yon said ^ 

" My dieam or dieams," said she after Mibs Sbotle nodded >' JiJlei X saw 

a pause, ** went something after this ; the body and the white glove pn ibo 
fasliion 1 tliffUght I was in tbe Bed | wooden band glmimeiing In the 

X),,eps " j twilight- -fur twiheht it -was m my 

“Fivo miloH hom heio," rautteied ' dnain --I socined to sink into daik- 


Mis Meirv, hugging herself *' I 
know the placa— ^whu hotter''^ Bl^ 
olay and a splash of watci, howeicr 
diy " 

“ \h, you aie thinking ot the 
spiing t ” said Dia sUuling , “ it was 
ibme 4 saw — oh no — no," and she 
closed her eyes to shut out the sight 
“ What was it —what -waa it ^ ” 
aokailMts Meiry eagoily, " death 
"He was lying fao(' tiowuward lu 
the moist na olay beside the spang 
of the Bed Deeps i " 

" Who was lying? " 

«I don't know T seemed to see 
ttie piece and the figure of a maa in 
dark clothes lying face, downward, 
with lipa hands tvnsted helpletisly m 
the rank gtassoi^ J heara a laugh 
to(W« otuel laugh, bfjt in nay diwn 
I saw no one mad dead 

man, faee downward,*' ana she stared 
at the earpefa aa thq^ she saw the 
gcuesotne aj|gbt ago^- • 

“JHow io yaa *twaa yaw 

V K */ 1 


1 ness, and to he back id my bed — ^yeSv 
' in uiy bed in the mom oorOss the 
j passage" 

I “Ah' you wukr then ^ " said Mrs 
Mciiy, disappointisi 
“ No, 1 hWeu I was uot awake I 
was lu my bed asleep, dreaming, £ofe 
1 heaid tootstops-«-maay footsteps 
come to tlie diior- to the fiont door, 
then five knoeks--*—" • 

" Five," SMd the women, Stiipnsad 
" F've knocks One bard and four 
soft THiod a -voioe came teJltog me 
to take m the body. 1 woke with g 
my, and found it was lUst after nine 
o'clock '* 

"Wellt won," ofauolded the old 

w6man,"i{ BebmSsrode is dead— 

'* You oeo'tk be sure of that," said 
Evaiorsety, and teOretird tenui|$t^ 
dismal vofom her dream. 

"You saw the ^ved hiwd— fhe 
.whodsa Wid?" 

"Bab 1 It js only a ArMitt 
'<4* Drwasoomwtme. f ire kitown 

I 


8 


TJ /£ WOOBEN ItEJV 2> 


'om come true," i»ud Mn Mdtxy, Itngetmg at (he gate He, eagerly 

tiBHic, "and to-tnoirow 1 go to the .expeotisg the deeoent of 'Venae, , 

■ i^pe to eee " quidily tcznoved bis Panama bat, and 

« But my IhHier oomea homo to- looked at tlie goddoes teith admuing 
mght" ^ee> eluonent of auenoken praise 

<*‘No/’tsaid Mrs Meny, tvith the Eva, feoling, rather than mating, 
mien of a Mbyl, "he'll nuvei come then fetvid gore, halted uithin the 
home, agin to tho house whore be barrier and b&shed as rod as the rosea 
broke a woman's hem t *' m her bolt Then she veniuied to look 

And abo* went out laughing and at hei lover, ^.nil smiled a svolcome 

muttering of the Bol Deeps Certainlr the lover was not un 

wnithy of the lass, so fu as looks 
went Allen Hill was as diitk as Eva 


CHAPTER TT 

IiOVB'B touvo duevm 

Eva Gtbodt. was an ext totnely pretty 
hlonde She hod golden-lnown lnu 
which ghstnned in tho sunshine., h.ii/al 
ayea somewhat meditative in oxpies- 
bion, and a oomplovicm that Mis 
Many, in her odd way, corapaied to 
mixed rosea and milk Hex noso w is 
delioato and etiaight, her month 
charming and sensitive and if it 
drooped a tnfla at the corueis, sbo 
hgd good oaubo for so mi laucholy a 
twist Her figuie was bo giaootui 
that envious women, less iav oiiied bv 
Hatuie, suggested padihng but tliesi. 
aamo depreciatius could sa> nothing 
agmust her hands and feel, which 
< were exquisitely formed Usoallv 
BVa, oumung enough (o know that 
her beauty needed no adornment, 
dressed in the very plainest fabhions 
Ab the present moment bho was 
enuvsd'in a pole bine drees of some 
ooanse matenu, and wore a large straw 
hat swathed in asure tulle An effeot- 
ivb toueh of more pionounoed oolont 
appdansd m the knot of red nbbou at 
her thxoai cm^ the bunch of onmsofi 
roses thnist into her waiatbaud Bhc 
look^ daiuby. well-bred, uhampng. 
Mid oven the ibahgnant female eye 
wotdd hMre found httlo to blame 
fiulPtha fems^e eje genniUry did Hod 
fault Bra wm too prbtty a 
girl is essope, leoMdc. 

Thu yfrioa lovelmen welkedi 
demimAy diesna tUg garden pfth to 
glad^ the eyes^of.ft yovag maa, 


i WE'ffaii Tndepd,hf moien'sembleda 
I Kponiivrd than on Englishman His 
oval face, smooth and clean-shaven 
I «ave tor a small, smaitl} pointed 
I mount V bo, was swailhy his eje" 
wcio wntidi'ilully bint k and laigo, uid 
' bis clo-elv clipped ban iiiighl bu 
cnnipaiid hi tho hue of tlio i,ivou's 
wing Hit dun bguie was clothed in 
white daniic h, , v well cut and spotle&s 
that thc^ (ouveyi (I a suspicion ihat 
tho joiJig gentleman was lomething 
of a dandy JU looked rinio like a 
liorl than a mining oiigiiioti 

Yet HJi ongmoei lie was, and had 
tiavellorl nvoi tho gioatoi part of tbo 
woild with ills e>oe open Tbusu 
^oked languid uuongh as a tule, but 
they could blaze with a fighting light, 
as his lissom utes in the lands iit tbo 
back of Bovond know At thirty 
yoars of age Alien knew quite os rauoh 
as was good for him, and kndw also 
I how to utilibo Lib knowledge In 
: many lands be bad seen fair women, 
I but nono had capinued his heart as 
had this dewy, hagrant English rose 
Six months earlier the two hod met 
at a gaulen paity, AUen oame and 
saw. and Eva — as wotueo always do 
I — oonqnciod The enmoieer'B heart, 
} bemg tinder, oan^t me easily and 
• began to blaze st>th a fiery flame n<A 
I to M Bxii^miahed by leoaoti, Eva 
r herself, not being borne either, rather 
' liked (hu Sabine oonrtshipb and did 
I not ieavs Allen, hmg lo donfat ak to 
I the way in whuh she regarded hu 
andsmous advM|ri^, The realhlb was 
tbol >n.a.^ewj9ionibe they became 
eogeigsd, and fldwer-tiiiBia of tbetr 


' 


Jore eune ftlnuMt m gp«bd^ 4 a did 
tiiai ol Borneo and Bat aMr, 

oa Bva 'wdl knew, tbs aonunon-aansa 
of tibe world waa about to ehill their 
ardour Bho had this rwy eveamg 
to Inform tbjs eager, wlu^-heartea 
layer that hei father refuaed to eaao- 
tion the easement No easy task, 
aeeiQg ehe lovad the han ^vlllh her 
whole heart and youl 

"hEy doai, my love," muimaicd 
Alien, a<4 the gate closed behind the 
girl and he would have crabraoed 
hci in the public road, but tbaa uba 
destarously evaded Jus widely spread 
•erais 

"Not heie-uot h«fe,” she whib- 
j)oi ( d bun u dl V , and with a hue colour , 
" its too public, you ntiipid bo) ' 

Th*' stupid hoy, choitod of hw lioat, 
giaiod Tip and down tho j oad ' I don’t 
see any one," lie giuiublod 

" Fi^os at those window',," saiil Eva, 
waving a slim hand towards a low of 
th'vtuhed cottages, " and tongues also " 
" I am not ashamed of our love I 
wish the whole woild knew of it ' 

" The 'vholo woiJd pi oh ibly does” 
rejoined Mi'>s Bt]nd(,a tilth' diyly, 
"if anj Olio saw von with Ihosf 
and tiidt IooIt, and — oh, ^ou iidic^* 
lous buy I " and she shuck hei huger 
at him 

"Oh you coquttfco Con'twe- ’ 

"On Uie oomtaoii we cau talk, if 
that «H what you mean," sud Eva, 
turning away to tup up the dusty i oad , 
" tho coiiunon," she enod with a iMok- 
wnrd look which should have drawn 
the young man after her at a fine jiaoo 
But Allen lingured for a mouieut 
Deeply ui lovo as he was, he had bis 
own ideas regarding the management 
of the fan sex lie knew that when 
a woman is sure of her swain ehe is 
apt to be exacting, so as to check hie 
Bfdour Ou the other band, tf the 
swam hanra book, tho maid oomes 
forward wimwinsoms looks l^ther- 
to; Allen had been all passion and 
smeender Now be thought be would 
tease £va a bfetlOf by not oomiug 
wm^iateiy to her heek ni^ udL 
Dhenhwe, wiule she Ai^iped mead— 


an^tyHhontlooUiw baohvso vuo.inB ' 
she tiim AUeu foDowed-^tbe ;feaag 
man hgbted a ctointte, end whw'tfi^ 
ettoke perfnmedthaair, looked every** 
when save m the direshn he destiM 
to look. Notih, eoniib, wyst looked 
Allen, buk neyegt eatt,. Where ooald be 
seen the ziung aon of hie Uve. But 
powion ptovM to be strmigfiA than 
ptinoiple, and finally hie tfyes fastened 
on the shadowy figure of Bva jMUsing 
on the edge of ttie common. She waa 
looking bade now, and beokoued wWh 
pprsnasivn fin^ Allen mode a Step 
forward to mllow the airen, then 
halted A sti ange feeling todeposses* 
BIOS him Allea’s motber waa 
Scotch, and having the impresaionabla 
Oeltic natnie, be was ijuiok to feel 
Uie niJlnanoes of that unseen world 
which lies ail round, luviBibls iff dull 
eyes, and nnfelt by material souls At 
the moment, in spite of the warmth, 
he hid what the Bootch oall a " grue,' 
and sluverud where he shiod. At hwK 
back sank the sun red and angry, 
poeniig through lines of bladt cloud 
vngge stive of pnsou bars Tbe scarlet 
hgiit fiooded the laodsc.!^ lu a sinis* 
tel Diauuei , aud dyed tbe fliltmg figure 
ol Eva in oiimsori hues She luofcod 
as though bathed lu blood, and-*-ea 
bhe was now bpoeding towatde tbe 
IrvstiDg place- as though slie fied 
fiotn justice Also, she rsn from tbh 
ted west into the /^oom of (be cash 
diicady shadowy with the eotniim 
night Wnti there no p,irablo iii this? 
consideted Allen, and sfatveied ogam 
"Initigcstion," thought AUen, striv- 
ing to thMw off ^at weird feehog and 
i>ying tu etplam itmtho most caramon- 
place way But he knew woU that he 
Jidd never In hu lUe suffered from 
indlgBstum, oud that tiie feebng- 
whud\ bad now p^assed away-'.-waa a 
hmtofeomingevil "Tome,Th(^,'' 
mormuxed tbo young man, shitting 
outbriskly," dot to JSn^ poordjawog " 
When M joined the girl, he was 
quite bis Old feivid self, and fblt hm 
pMaumltunu MSB away m lliq <diann 
of^^bonr Bren tho sunset Was leas 
ROarlet fmd mote of arqey tint Iflin his 
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me^ JihaDii^ts He ibrew himBslf at 
iho &et of Ids beloved, oast away bis 

• Cigatetid,aii^ took her ^nd'mthin bis 

* Foe the iwmieat Dan Cupid wm king 

Bat wae he'’ Eva did not appnx 
to think |o She allowed hor hand to 
rsauaa in Alien's wann gnp, but ho 
felt no 1 esponsive piceeuie. The two 
were^eatro on a rustic bench within 
a oirole of fltiwennggoEse The sward 
was green and smooth, worthy of the 
dancing feet of Titaina'e elves and 
pMbaps it might have boon one of thou 
baUroomb the lovers bad mi oded bi 
that case it would coitamly prove 
unhappy ground to them The far ‘S 
do not like inoitale, however lovii.)^ 
who intrude on their pnvAfy The 
elves, how over, nut y«>t awakened by 
the moon, made no sign, nud in that 
still nlace DO sound rould lie hoaid 
Oveilicad was the flushed aky, unrlei- 
foofc the emerald swaid, and tbcie 
were the lovers supplied with an ad- 
nurable stage on whuh to pUy their 
parts Allen -was -willing enough, and 
looked up sdonuLdy into the tnoe of 
bis Juliet But Eva’s gazo was hved 
op the ornnge-huod blossom oi the 
gorse with a far away look And 
when oho spoke, it ecrtaiuly was not 
of love 

“ Allen,” site said, in a calm, level 
voice, "we have known each ot)iei 
for nearly a ^eoi ” 

" Coll it a century sai d Allen, kios- 
mg her hand “I loro you and >nn 
love we, Why tidk of time? Love 
bXe ouis lives m eternity ” 

•'Hum," sajd Eva, although the 
ejaculation was not a pi etty one, " the 
qusetKKi iS| Will It hvQ At all? " 

'*Bva f " lie raised himself on his 
elbow and stared, but the giil uon- 
tmusd to Speak without lookiog at him 
J)o you know iny history, Alien *' ” 
she Mmdr ibm without wartuig for 
his rsjdy, went on uiapwatonlessway 
" S« tho h«t Strode ot War- 

gr&re Ttossaunr^oase of om loce 
in only a few mibs away, and them 
the^Strodes ht«d for oeptoiieS' Uy 
graadfathor, sowevwi^ woaaa estnmr 
ganV naiin,' And tbst 41 ^ toobey. 


When my father reiunsd from Oxford 
to take -op bu position in the world, 
he found that his father was dead and 
that the estate would have to be sold 
to pay the debts In that way, Aden, 
the manor passed from our family " 

“I have heard aometbmg of this, 
Eva,” said ibp perplexed young man , 
" but why waste time in telling me of 
it now ? '* 

“ Yon will find the time -will not he 
wasted, ” lojomed Eva, glanoiug down 
with something like pitv "let me 
go on My iithei, hi ought up in a 
luxiuious way, took what money there 
was Irfi and went to seek work in 
London Ho speculated, and kno-w- 
ing nothing about bp^cnlaliuii be losi 
everything Then yoni lalhei, who 
was his fiiond At school and rollegc, 
lent bun oonie tfai)U4,iuds, and my 
fatliPi, to hottoi his position, uiAiiiud 
Ijiuly J,ine Delbivm, daugbiei of the 
Eail ol Ipaen 1 nudtislind that the 
money wnicli she biought with hei, 
WAS lost Also— m speculation ” 

•* But why did your Uth« r Fpeonlate 
so much ? ' ibskod Allon 

"Ills one dnsno was to buy bark 
the manoi,” siul Era "He has 
i^uch pnde oi nu e. And Wants to end 
bis days uudei the roul where he was 
hoin Blit let me go on once more 
The mouey was lost, and Loid Fpsen 
difd His title went to a distant 
consjn, who did not hkc my mother, 
(ousequently thoie was no chsnoe of 
1 UV tathei getting more money m that 
quarter I was bom under Mrs 
Men } 's loot , ‘but till the age of seven 
] bved with my mothei m a small 
Hampbtead cottage M y father -went 
on bjicculAUng, HomeliineB he made 
money, at other timos ho lost it , but 
always, he folbwed the -willso'-tike* 
wup ol fortune, bopiug to get ba4: 
his oldhome He then went to South 
Ammiea, and took my motlier with 
him I was plaocd at sohool, mid 
until 1 was filteeu 1 never saw tny 
parents ” 

•' Boor Eva» bow lonely yon must 
have MeutV . 

* *‘l w» ysfr^-barisg 


^OtriPS YOUNG DXEAX u 
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seen bo httle of my ptmeuba 1 don’t oympathy, bat net tfaoee i 

hnowthoilnuBaodthemsoTeiymaoh fathar aboold have mttten to a 
My faUioi Btoppod m Peru till I vas tootberleBB nrl Stem what I ImoTft 
iineen, and my mother with bun He M him, and from what Mte. Merry 
Mme baeh poor, but with sofilaiani Bays, be u a hard, eold^ eqlf'OOnoen- 
money to sjKLulate again He there* trat^ man 1 dread hie ooming more 
fore placed my mother and me m than 1 can tell >oo, Alloa," 

Misi^tjr Oastle’^ . “If he over does oome," said the 

“ Jhdiouloas name," mattered j\Uen >oung man softly , 
naeaaily Eva staited and looked down 

“ V veiy app^opiutc name/’ said ’ “What do yon mean by that she 
Eva with some bitterness, ' ‘ booing how abked anxioualy 
unhappy hirs hfeiry is She had a Allan met nor gaae frt|pkly and 
h id Iiiibband and has a had non * hlj laughed “ Oh, you need not dinturb 
mother was also unhippy Meeting yourself, my deal," he bald with a 
hui agnm aftei all tho'ie )oars, 1 did shrug, “only you know my father and ^ 
my lust to coiiifott hoi Xtut lioi voiiis were always ohunis Why, T 
•hiait was Inokeii ’* don't know, as my father is oixtauily 

“ Youi falhor'' ’ askrd Allen in a not the kind of man to suit such a one 
low vnifc as you desnihe Mi Stiode to be 

“Who else loj'iud Ihn, llasb- Dut they wore bhums at sohoel and 
mil, and the natei ■ into tu hoi cnllege, and my fiithei knows a lot 

“Oh* Alien, I do not wish tn ‘'piak about jouis When I mentioned that 
ill, ni to think ill, of int fitliei but— youi fathui was expected to-night, iny 
iin' bhe hiokeofl, suppiibsingliorsolf ' mher it was at bioakfiest—eaid that 
"I cannot sjank fioni what J haie j Mt fhrode might not arrive aftoi all 
sren, and 1 judge ro one, h't alone iny • I did not ask him what be meant ’’ 
falliei, on what 1 have heaid Mis ' “Co'ild Mi JTill have Ijcsrd from 
Moii> Ihiul-s b'.ll/ of 111 % tatliti, and 1 my fuhoi 

my pool imitliGi — a>> I riiy pool “ I can’t soy, and even if ho did, I 
motboi I she said as little as she rouU I don't know why my father bhoiild 
But liei heiit vas hiok< u, Mien she ' sitggest that Mi Btrode would noi 
died of I Inoken huait ind a ciiiihbd come home 13iit, Evt, you ate pale " 
spiiit I lost hHi five months aftei my “I feel pale," she said m a low ' 
lather went to seek Lis fortune lu voice “ Allen, sit beeido me 1 woUt 
SoutB Atiica, and since then I have ^ totalk sonoush — to tcUyouadioam.” 
lived alone with Mrs Mciry " The young man, nothing loath, 

“Pool Eva I" hind IIill toudeily, promptly seaU'd himself by hei ei^ < 
and repossessed buusell of the band and blippeil a stiong, tender arm loutid 
which she hsd with'liawn '* J3ut her Blender waist Eva s lioait beat 
Mrb Meiry is good to you’’’ snonger wlion sfao found botself in 

-\cry good/ eaid bLss such an assuted haven [t seemed ae 
Strode with emphasis “ Sho was /i though Alton, noble end hrnt and lov* 
my nurse and fostei -mother, AUon mg, would bo able to hheltcr her from 
Tl\/Wnl was tom my father comoheio iho comma storm “ iVnd tho storm 
for a time tofoi e taking the Hampstead will rome, ehe raid aloud 
oottaga Woll, Allen, that is iny “ What is that ? " asked IXiU, not 
history MvMheroll these five yooiB ‘ catching her ineanum ^ 

bos paid Mrs M^try *r my hoaid and . ‘ It in ray dream, elie anewmed , 

wV Tig, and has sent borne pooLot- | and then, with heir head on bis 
m^ev tor me But all that time he ' hbouldeir, she told about her vision of 
has nem written ntf a tender letter " *1 the night, AUeo waainoliued to make 
“ Not even wbenuis vftfa died ^ '* bght pf it 

“ No. 'He wrote a taw words oi “ You ««pece(itiQd#^^|tle derliug/’ 
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he gatd fondly, *'liba dream is easily 
accounted fot '$'oa weie thinlcmjl in 
^UT fefbsr, sad, beiiiK an'OcnXH awnt 
UB arrival, dreamed 'what you did " 
SVaiaUased herself, rath^odended 
**I yn« thicliiug of my father, I 
admit,” Bhe said, " but I was aot at 
all aarioUB My father has been all 
nver the wopid, and m vnld ports, so 
he can look after himself reiy neil 
Beudns, I novor thoogbl of the Aed 
Beeps. And remember, Allen, I saw 
tine rmfat htiDil, globed ” 

''That would seem to lutimate that 
the dead man you saw in your dieam 
was Mr Stiodo,’’ boid Allen ku*' og 
her , “ but it's all nousenae, Eva ' 

'* You don't think an}tbmg will 
happen slid demanded, auvious to 
ha xeasflnred after Mts Many's 
gloomy tiilk 

" No, [ don t 1 have known nt 


lots of dreams qmte vivid whioh never 
came true I’m not a sciontiiio oh ip,” 
a^ed Allen, laugbnip, ” oi I would 
be able to prove that iliis dtoam is 
onl^a teflez of yoni waking tho'jfjhts 
Mr Strode will aime ‘til iiqht ” 

"And then wc mustpatt,’'siphod Eva 
This time it wai. Hill who staited, 
and his faee flushed ” f don t quite 
uiidentand ” 

” You will soon I told you the 
history of my life, ,Vllen, so that 1 
mi^t kod up to this T vaotu to my 
fst&r at Gai?e Town, tellins him I 
loved you, and that Mi Hill was 
plu^stt we should be engaged " 

•M Kfy l^tJieT was clfjlighted, ' put m 
AlTnn ijtiiokly 

"So I My father never 

n|lliod tn my letter save m sending a 
eshlegram staling ho was coming 
i^me m the Dunoon Custle When 
m WM a* Snuthampton, be wiote, 
sayingT not to think of marrving 
yon, ai»i 1foiri< he would tell me qi his 
j^sais fov my futnra when be returned 
to^Whtgeovn^ He decided to roitiam 
for a week in London, and yestnrday 
he wared that he was'commg home 
to4i^. So yon see^ AHqu;" Eva 
resfon her luM on her foveris 
flhe^dek, '^hh vwpt^ds.'* 


" No 1 ” erisd BUI, rleiqg andloc^mg 
very tall and btrong and detennined, 
" he will never & that What 
reasou-.— 

" My foither ib a man who will 
refuse to give hts leason ” 

"Not to mo,” rejoined the other 
hotlj " Ml fStiode will not dare to 
dismiss me lu so o.iby and oiT-hand a 
fashion I loio you, 10 va, and J 
marry vou, wh.tovci yoni father may 
hay Unless, ’ ho caughi hei hands 
as she lo^e, and staietl dpop mto hci 
eyos, "unloss you Ictvvo me ' 

" No t no 1 1 iievoi will do tljai, 
xVllen Conin what nidi}, fll be 
ti nr ■' 

Thou followed an inteilndu r1 
kisses, and aitc'iw ud-. tii>‘ two, lut'd 
m liaiid, wsiki'd noioss I hi* roinmui 
on thi'ir w iv to 2klisii> ('astir U 
w,is nut sevt n o t loc k, but ' In, twibglil 
was qrofting <l.uk( r “l>u loii know 
what yoiii latlu i s pi ms an* i' ” asked 
Mien, .IS tin.) M 'pped out on to the 
dnsntled and dnbty load 

“No J know nothing savx' what 
r toll you \nd luy du*,ini — ’ 

” Dosicsl, put till* out of 

}oui hCbil Tl 11 Is any toniforl; to 
van ril go to th'' Dc« ps to mglif 
Do 30U think I'll hiifl a dead hi^y 
lluro " ho asked, I inching 

Not if you go before ume o'tloek 
The dii'tun was at nine last nicht ” 

“ But yoiii tathci will be hi^e at 
eight, liiv i ' 

*' 1 hope BO," she murmured 
“ You aac bo foolishly superntitious,' 
said <\ilcn, p'cssing her arm winch 
w IS within Cib ovm ; ” you dear little 
goose, don’t you see that if youi 
latbci comes to Misciy Castle at 
eight, be cau’6 possibly be Ividg dead 
m the Aed Deeps at nine VniMi did 
you last hoar irom him, Bra ? ” 
"Yesterday morning He witod 
toat he would be down at eight this 
evening ” 

" Well then, he wks olive then, and 
IS Stoppmg in town on biwhdsa as you 
said, He will OQpiQ to Wbsthsven by 
tlte tnvu'fttrivmg at mz-riiirty and 
w^di^Qvei^'’ 
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'• T!ie roHd paswfl the Bod I^eepa/* 
juBulod Bva. 

*'Il6W obstuiate }oa ore, * 
wd Allen, cobtiactinft hia fuituhnid; 
" 1 toll yon -whet I’ll do to set yum 
mind at 7 «st, you know he is altvo 
now ? " 

“ Yea, I sapposo 1 got that 
"wue yestoidaj tnoroing’ 

" Well then, T’H set of! to tho Bod 
Ddppa at ouu‘, and wil) (>ct ihete just 
at (.i,{bt 1 ma} iiiict IJi Sti idt* 

uommii; alung in thp ii>, and if so I’ll 
follo-vi it l>i(k to Miiriv Castlr, to aa 
(o see biTu 'iileU hume If i don't, 
1 11 go to the lied Peeps, ,iiiil it anv 
atlia>'k 11 multi uii hiru, I’ll be tiicie 
•to gitti Imn a I] ind ' 

‘Tlnnk \ou, Alltn I nbuiild bo 
luoip at case it >ou dul that ' 

"Then it slialllii doiie," s.nd Mien, 
kissinir hot, "but I l.il that 1 viu 
( ncmua^iiig \ou in -sup> i jtitions lan- 
ces 

" Mi dicaiii was ‘O vivid *’ 

" Pooh Tuiligtistioii ‘ 

•‘Thon Ml Hill liiuti'd that uriy 
fatln r uii^iit not i< tuin ’ 

"Will fliin, III aJ. him aLvI he 
meant uul I'^iilaiii -viheii meet 

ig.iij’ ' • 

“11 we '■Vv'i do mi. 1 1,' sicln d Ji-v.i, 
ilopping ai the gate 
“ You will U tiue to ire, Pv.i ? 
"Aiwa s — alwayb- always Tlun* 
- tlirVe, she la-sod him iindei tho 
ftiindlv bhiitrj of the j e.unoie and 
lan mdooLB 

Alien tmued on Jus luol in high 
epiiilrt, and sot out fur the lied Deeps 
At tiibt ho laughed ac FlTa'i dioiun 
and Eva's saptiratiliou 13iit ai he 
walked on in the gilherinp daikncss, 
he telt ab though the futuic also was 
glowing- niOiO gloomy Ho tooalled 
his own feelings of the girl’s dross 
dappled -with blood, and of hoi Hying 
foim Agnan telt the " aus,*' and 
ooisod himsoir foi* 'i ola woman 
" I'U find nothing— Clothing/' he said, 
trying to laugh 

But the shadow of tho diearu, 
which WH* also the ohi^ow of tho 
future, upon baa darker thaaever. 
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Anxious to make the beet intittessiQa 
on her fathez, Bva Strode /an up to 
her ipoui -to pat on du evening gown. 
Tdi Stiodf supplied her liboraTly tvith 
money, lor wliatevoi his fi.ul& may 
hare been, he eettainfy was not 
mean , therefoio bho possessed a 
faitly extensive wardrobe, She did 
not bun Mis kCerry on eiitoiiiig the 
cottage, Bs tiint good lady oocu- 

K t d lu looking alu>r tho (urmei in the 
tie back-kitcbun Tho table was hdd, 
however, and altei making herself 
> sni irt, Kv I desccuiU>d -to add a few (in* 
idling touches in the ibape of Howurs, 
Ohu iwl by thf*^ view illcn look of 
hci dicim, and still rnnre by the fact 
tliat hu hivrl gone to the Red Dc^tk 
Eva (iiMriged many ruses, red and 
wlute, in a meal silver bowl winch 
had b( lunged to bn mother Ab a 
niattci of fact, Kva had been bom 
in Miri'ry Castle, and boing sickly as 
a bah}, had been uliiisteapu hurriedly 
m the oottago out ol tliu bowl, on 
lu irluoin of tho Dolbani faniilj Mts 
Meriv bod talrn possosDO/) of it, 
knowing that, if Ltdy lane look it 
away, iifz huslMiid would speedily 
tiiin It into money Tbercfoic , lira, 

Mciiy lieing a faithful guaidiAR, the 
Imwl was -kill m the cottage, and on 
this nigbt Kva need it as a centre* 
pier*' to tui' pi Ptkily decorated table 
\nd It did look pn>t(y The ofoth was 
I wLiti‘i tlian Buow, the mIvci sparkled 
I and tlio crybtal glittered, while the 
I 1 Hts blooDiiQg in the roestuvn bowl 
• adiicd a touoh of neap'd colour 
I There wcuc evidencofa of Kva's Iseta 
III the small dmmg'room Mis Merry 
had furmkhed it, certainly, but Bva 
hud spent much of her pocket- money 
in dcouiatiflg the loom Bveiytbiug 
was chaiimag and dainty and In- 
tbUbelv femnnoe, Any one could see 
at a glanee that it was a true woman's 
• room And Bva lA her Mnok gsuso 
, dress, bare-necked and barn named, 

1 flitted grsaefuUyrAbuttt the tiny apart- 
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raeuii Her IsAt mIi ma to light the 
tud'^tisaded lamp which hung low over 
•he tabic The window she left open 
*and the blmd op, as the night wab 
hot, and the brecae which oooled tho 
room madp the place more bearable 
“ It & quite piclty,'* uud Eva, stand- 
biwik '\gRiD8t the duot to get the 
afE^fe &f the glittenng table and the 
red light and (he floweis " If lather 
is dibsatibhcd ho must be hard to 
nleaBe,” bho ughed, " and from what 
Nanny days, 1 Icui he is 4. qiiartoi 
to eight, 1 k>'II he hole soon 1 d Iji'tcor 
jsee when tho ilintiei will bo toady ” 
But licfoie doing ho, she went 
the fiont dooi and listened fur mio 
eound of w fieels She certainly hea» <1 
them, but the vehicle wits driving 
iowFwtds, and not from, the common 
Apparently Htrodo w.ia not at 
haml, so bhe weut to the kitclien To 
her auipiise she lioaid voices Ouo 
was that of Mib Merry, quoi ulous a-^ 
usnaJ, and the other a iioh soft, 
moloihoub voice which Eva knew only 
too well It was tliat of her iostci- 
biother Cam 

Thu name wa-> unothei of Mrs 
Mcny'b e( centi icities llor hufaband, 
showing the biute within him a yeai 
oftei luuiriage, had disillusioned lus 

S ooi wih vcij npecihlv lie w ts 
innk wheu tholmy wdb hoin, and etiU 
diunk when tho hoy was chtistencd , 
Mrs Merry tUeicfoio ineuted that the 
boy woula piobably take alter his 
fawer, and requested that tho name 
O^Cain should be given to hun Tlie 
curate otqeotLd, but Mis Merry being 
ill in Aid the curate weak, the l>oy was 
aotually called after ^dain’s eldest son. 
Ilad tcu rector bu>‘n at home buoh a 
aeandal— as be regarded it — would 
not have occuried, but Mr Qumo 
wub absent <>n a holiday, and returned 
to llnd on addition to his flock in the 
baby person of Cam Meny, The 
lad grew tip handsenie enough, but 
soffitnently wUd and wicked to justify 
his mother’s cbdoe of a name. 7«t 
he bad his good moments, and nuAt 
haye un^yed had not hts mother 
nagged him lots vrong-dt^g, 

u - i 


“ WolU Oatn," said Eva, entoiiug 
the kitoheu, “ ao you'ie back 7 ” 

“lake a bad penny," oned Mrs. 
Merry, vicumsty btabbing some pota- 
toes with a tork , ‘ SIX monthb he’s 

been away, and " 

"And I'd loinainod longoi if Pd 
thought of getting this welcome, 
luothei," growr'k d Cain snlkilj " But 
1 might liavo known " 

lif was a lemur kably handsome 
lad of eighteen, nImo*<t ns lUtk as 
Allen JIill As Mi Men v h id gipsy 
hliMjd in his vems, it was jjiobabl' (hat 
Cam inherited the n ihue and looks 
ol some splendid Romany aueeHtoi 
AVith his smooth dirk skin, under 
which the iioh led blood mantUd,, 
Ins eyes lai g(> and hi ick is night ind 
deal Iv-c lit itatriis, Ciin lookfd as 
haiidsoiiio as u pictuie hot even 
the luugli dicss be woie, whidi was 
that of a ULoiii' i, luuld disgiiH' his 
bne hguie and yovthful gidco Hu 
looked like a young panllui, ileuk, 
heiiitiFul, and dangerous Cap on 
heul, ho leaurd against the jarnb ot 
tho oufii 'liHir -bis mothei would not 
allow him to comi futthii— and 
aiumod a vuuiig kpillo, so ulim and 
gVii'CiuI did lu appi 11 But Mrs 
Meiiv, gesticulalnig vitli tho folk, 
h.id no uye fni bis good looks He 
reonnded hci too innoh ol the absent 
Mciry, who was juet ench a eplen- 
did outlaw, when he won hen to a 
bitterly legicttcd iiiaiiiage Cain, 
meeting with so uiqiloasant a re- 
ception, was sulky and inohnod to 
he deflant, until Eva entcied Then 
ho loruoved his cap, and became 
woiiderfuUy meek lie was fond of 
hie fostei-sistcr, who could do ninoh 
with him 

•• When did you come back, Cain ? " 
she naked, 

"Ton inmafuB ago, and mother's 
been ragging me evor Hince,' be re- 
plied, "flesh and blood ea>n't ataud 
It, Mias Eva, I'll go." 

"No you wonV' sbtick m Mrs. 
Merry, " you’ll ^stop and give the 
motow who* bore y ou - -worse luek — 
the pleastire of your oompaQy " 
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G<ud gniuu'd in a M^opy maunoi 
*' Not miuth itlcasure for me *’ 

" Nor iur me, yon gioafc hulking 
ci^atnie," aaid Mi*! Merry, thtdii'eu> 
ing him with a fork “ I thmight 
wu’d grow up to bo a comfoit to ido, 

but look at \ou “ 

"If you wought I’d lie a comfort, 
why did you call mo Cain, mothoi ? ” 
" Becaubo 1 knew what yon d turn 
out," contiadicted Mi'i Me i ty, " ]UKt 
like your father, oh, deai tne, ]uat liku 
Jnm Jta\e ^ou -.nn anytlui'g nt 
yoin fathui, (.’.iiii ' ‘ • 

“No," said fiiii -tlolidly “and f 
don't want to ' 

"That 4 iir’ht, di'ijv the author of 
yoiii lir'iiii' Y<mi lalhi’t, who ww 
always a hid oii<‘, left mo hltuon yoai-i 
•h'o, ]iist litoi you wti( Ivuii 'Jho 
iidligr w >s iiot1h»‘a iJiy own, (.1 hoM 
m vt 1 li i\u ]< fv |U) Ihil llir to, tiluii k 
hoavoo,’ ciieJ Mis Monv tlnowuin 
up liei ovoH to tin* “niuky cciJii'f,, 
"fathoi elidii’t rlio .ind U iv# mo well 
oil, till Oil( s went ' H’liu* that i'vi 
h<>iTd nothing ot him He was 

lepurtod tkad " 

"You -aid yon IkbuI Tiolhmg ol 
him, niotlut * put ux fViii, 'nniliiig 
“ 1>0M t show youi t'«tn m Ih^i 
i»,i\ at yum. tii'dhoi,' 4 aii]ipod Mi, 
Mtiiy, " what. I <)i>, I say, and no 
imstHke Your faihn vis lopoitod 
dead, an,! as hc'b lett mo ioi sijsi n 
ycaiiatnd moie, I could inaity airaiu. 
It I worn biieh a tool But 1 hiveu t, 
hoping you'd be a oointuit to tho 
mother -who biouglit you into tho 
world Hut you \\cie*always a hftd 
boy, Cain You playid tiumt tioiu 
bchoul, yon lan away to hiuOiiio *t 
navvy at thiiteeo, and agiin and 
again you came back in ragq " 

" I'm not 111 rags now," aaul Cam, 
restive niidcr thii tongue 

"Thod you must have stolen the 
olothos," Tetoitod his mother, "ill 
be bound you didn’t (/ouie by tlieni 
honestly not as they lu much " 
While tbift pleasant coAveisation 
was goiqg on Qva stooil mute Bhe 
knew of old how tftiposuble it was 
ip stop Mss, Merry's tongue, and 


I thought It best to let her talk benolf 
I out But the la^t Speech madifC^n 
i laugh, and ho was cool enough to* 
wiuk at Eva She knew Cam so* 
uilmiatoly, and really lisod him i,o 
much, in spite of his wiokcduoas, that 
she dhl not bike oflonoe, 8ut stiovo 
tn turn {torn him the wrathtnl speech 
of his luolhei * 

" J ain bui e Cam ha<i tsrntid ovet a 
new leaf,’ t>ho vud, smiling 
j “ Hi luiued Ol er volumes of '(‘UJ,’’ 
ginauul M. 1 S Moirvt dicing down a 

I pot on the itiu^e, ‘ but*ack pige is 
woist run the last Oh, I know whit 
1 I'm saying," sb<‘ went on triumph- ^ 
antly “ I was a fatmer's daughter 
I mid bid thivuviuiib' schooling, not to 
' sjH'itk ol hiving niived with the aiis- 
j tnriaey in the pr>rsi>ii of youi dear 
j ui'i, Misb Eva, and vom Own Idee wd 
sell as is alwiys a lady Hut dam - - 
I oh, look at him " 

I “Hi looks liny well," bSid Cva, 

I ‘ amt he looks liuiigiy Don't y^n 
(liiiik \ou might give him a meal, 

' M*‘ Moiry.»" 

" hill the failed ciU as you might 
j ,a>, ' s'lggeslod Cain luipuilently 
i "Call*' .aneiobed Mis Meiky, 

I you ii> one voaTsi*lt, Cam, to falk like, 

I tha'j with Mis', I'va pieunt Vin't 
, \i.i' gut no iGsp'rl >’ ' 

I " Ml *- 1 bva knows J mean no barm," 

' s,iiil tl'O guckili d Cam 

"Of com so you dont," said Miss 
Stio'lc, ‘come, Mrs Mony, tho 
hov s homo loi good now, ’ 

•‘l*'oi Iwd, you moan ' ^ 

I ' I'm not home at all," haul Com 
I iinei-pectidlT ‘'I'm woiktng at 
I WVsUiiivua, oat 1 cainic over yust to 
siu my luothor If she don’t want 
■ iDH J cm go back to tlioss who do,'* 
and bp turned to go , 

"No Stop,’ uied Mrs Merry, 
whose bark wSb worse than her bite 
“I than t lot a growing lad hke you 
I tramp hack alHuom ton loiles win a 
sUtving inside Wait till I get this 
dinnei ott my mind, and the pair of ua 
, wiU sit down like Chribtians to eat it," 

I Eva stated and laughed "YofU 
I forget, nurse* this duiner is for my 
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fathei, Ha Aheald be henj in i low 
nuniift^ ** 

* ]lrA> Meay turned tfrey “ I ain't 
"bngo^ y6ta dream, my dear He'li 
nev^ m it foi want of breath, nor 
yptt ‘for escrow Now. Oain— ” 

' MIm Strode, who bad a temper of 
her own, atamped a pretty slippered 
foot inlpmoonly " I fold your traguo, 
Mctry/ hho ciied, the oofonr 
, nsmg m her oheehi, " my father will 
arrive " 

[The old ^otian glimced at the 
Ainencaii< wbion btood on the 
nanntelpieoe The small baud pomted 
.•to eight '* Ho ain't oomu yet '* 

"Oaui," BUd E\a, turning, ^tiU 
flushed, to thr lad, “ you came along 
the Westbavfn road ' ' 

Cam noddul ‘'Tuenty nimuies 
ago, Miss K\a,' said ho 

“ iJid you see my father f No, 
yon don't remombci m\ father Did 
yon see a fly coming along > ' 

"No Nut then 1 didn’t come 
along the load oil the time I took a 
short cut across countiy, Mi«d flsa 
(H ]ust have a meal with niothei, and 
thOn go baok to my Inisiiiebs " 

" And what is you’ biismphs, I'd 
Lte to know?" questioned Mis 
. Jiieriy sliarply , " a hno biisinesi it 
tnnst bA to takeyou fiom >0111 mother " 
f'l'm in a eiions ” 

*' What, riding on hot see m tights I ’ 
wkdMrs Merry agliasi 

each lack I'm only a groom 
’'d*“-it^he billet when 1 was in London, 
enough 1 was, eetang how 
i up I've bran TVs Stag’s Qrous 
' and a good show 1 hi^ie you'll oomo 
over to ^banton to-monow. Miss Eva , 
fhere'e n (leifoitnanoe at ni^t, and 
yOn’ll see 'eomo nding. /Lh, Miss 
iior^ eao nde a Idt 1 " 

" Miss who ? " a&ked Eva, who, with 
ibaMteheadoor open, wssstrainingher 
eacuto hear d Ms^Strode wav ooming 
"^tna low fomale, FU be bouiHl7' 
MKHted Merry. " Tve seen 'em 
dapbiog ut putkefochum and eaddhog 
their braaSn ehsohawim paint Hbe^s 
j» brieec, Ihtt ^ ^ght to.he, not 
■hei 


Osin grew angry '‘Yon’io quite 
vrvong, mo^er," said be. "Miss Lorry 
is very moeh respeoted She tides 
her own horse. White Bobm, and has 
appeared behve crowned heads She’s 
inijed u the Queen of the Arena, and 
la a tiling of beauty ” 

"Hal" said Mis Meiry sharply, 
" and yon lorn her Ho i You that 
told me you loved that heoltlo>faoed, 
siiub-nospd Jann Wa^p, the daughter 
o' that up’^etlmu Wasp policeman, 

with hib dnly'Ohatrr 1 , and ' 

" 1 don't love any ouo," said Cain, 
pulling on his cap , “ .ind if you talk 
likt that 1 11 go '' 

"To morrj a inous iidei Nevoi 
enter my doors again it you do I'\e 
got tlii< cottage and lifty ]>oun(1s a 
year, uiherited ftoiii my tatliei, to 
leave, lemembm '' 

"Deal niipsL, ' said Evieonthiugly, 
“ Cam h,i 3 no uli a of nui»’viiig " 

" Miss Loiry wouUhi’t li i\t» me if 1 
had," saiil Ccun badly, though hts 
bliMsk eyc-i flashed hio, "why, Lord 
Saltais lb attci hi I '' 

“Whiti' sbrnkeil Mis Mtit,, 
turning bbai'fily " Mis. Eva’s 
cousin > " 

^Caiii looked aslonitJied " Is bo 
yonr cousin ^ ' bo obked 

" Yeb, Cam — u distant cousin FTe 
IS the eldest son of Lonl Jpsun My' 
inothui was the daiightri of the last 
Eat I Ib be m Westhaven ^ t 
" Yes, miss He follows the ciieus 
cveiywhrro, fui love of her " 

''W’s don't want to hear about 
those things *' said Mrs. Merry 
Sbaiply , " leave your Lorries and 
rubbish alone, and go and wash in 
my room I'll get the dinner ready 
soon, and then we can sit down for a 
chat ’’ 

“ Another buUymg," grumUed 
Oain, thnowing down his eap and 
prepanng to take a seat But he 
never did At that moment there 
Game a long sfonll whistle with sevetol 
moflulatioiui hke a turd's note 
!,staiciecU sted ood^ his handsome 
bead on qua ddd ’ The whistle was 
,r8pea^ uSkhs whieh, w&hout a word 
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either to hJs mqtlu t oi MIb 9 Strotle, !l%eK« vm eo Sigu of CSem • 

Ito ftpwod out of tbu kttehon baok. He hfttl AppO'triKl like a ghoslr 

“tteiei” Mid Mrs wavitic aud had Tiud?bea u one Why tlW, , 

the fork, *' to tre^t bin own UwM whiaUe Ahotild have made him torn 
mother 1 a that waj - -to say notfamg^ pale **><1 take ao ateupt a departure, 
of you. Mim Mv* ’ Eva waa not able to aay. Moreover, 

“ He'll oome bock soon,’’ replied the uon-aiiival oI her firthcr fully 
Eva oocupipd hei attention She^ could 

“Ob, ho uil], tf thoins moucy and not l^eve that her dream vn?d as it 
fboil abtnit But hell qet ncilhoi, bad been, would prove fVno, and sat 
afler lieJj>i\in(' intliat wa\ That my down hot neivous foare, which wore 
son should Ixrlong to •! ciieusi Ah, now heguminf; to fiet the uppw hand, 

I always said C<uu was bum foi the to Mrs Merry's chatter ^at old 
giillows, like bis fatlie) ' * woman appealed at her olDow while 

“Hat you iIou'l kuuw if his fathci she leantd over the {{ato, lookiD(; 

’’ down the load, 

" r know vthat 1 kntjw, ' leplted “ Ho ain’t cuToe," oioaked Mrs 
Jdis Meiiy with difiiiily, “whudi is Mill^ “ DIisb you, deaty, of course 
to I'tv, nothin!; I’lUt (nk'. is ithat hr aiii t I know whoie bi is, and 


Giles and ms c/(i\tl iiig likely you saw him m y'om ilii‘ain “ 
to Innii! liiu to . topi 's end 1 It hr “ Nonm^nsu,” said Lva, and rim out 
tin wiie ol one hinged man,' added on to the toad \ letv poonlo were 
the old woman with r< lish, “and the j^iassing — mostly village ra, hut Eva 
molhci 1)1 anollu r Tluii my cup of { was wtll known and no oue was flUi* 

ii'ismy will Ik lull enough Uut, I pnsed at < eeiiig het hatluss Even if 

bloss me, Miis E>a, don't slay heie, an> our hod o\pFDssGd suiprlse, ^be 
getting that pn'ttv dtcis uH uii’isv was too anxious to trouble umcb about 
Cio ami wait loi torn pain the Jiniiig- publie opinion 

looin, and J’i| htiug in tlir> diniun as “Aaioti, slio asked an old man 
Fooii An 1 Jii>u him sill ixng -foi i who laino tludgirig down from UiC 

swrai he wi'l, il hi lunc" « I common, 'did you ace mv father 

“OI louisi he'll aunc," ■« id Ei v coming aloup in a lly'^” 
impatiently, looking at Iki clock, “ Why, miss,'’ said Vai on hciatchiiljj 
a^hlc1l now indii itcJ tiie iniiiut'’ hi'* shock hi. id, " it's u ntalier of hai « 


past eight, “he'M r htilo lati ” vcai since I Mw sour father, and 1 

Mca Meiiy shook her hi .ul “Hell don't lightly know as I'd tell him 
nob ooinu He’s in the Bed Deejis, Bat I ain’t seen nollung but caita 
lying lace downward in the niiul" j tins evonirg, a> and you migtit nay , 
Eva grew angry aa this peisistent j hicyclos ’* • 

pefiSimisio, but notliinf^shr could say > “ No tly ' ' 

or do, wasable toehango Mis Merry’'. ! “Not oue, miss. ftood-Ovcoing. 
opinion Finding tbnt more talk wiUi I dare say youi father will walk, tuus, 
the piopbet^bs only mads hei angr,', by reason of the hot evening/* 
ETaieluniedtotbefioot of Ihehouse, This suggustfon was thA vmr ra* 
aud,8ii1iing in the druvnog-room, took verse of what Mr Stiocto vratito do, 
up the last i^ashionable novel which ho being a gentleman ttijudfat of hu 
ebo had liorroWcd But not all the owncomfort Howevru'iwfterthonntie 
talent of the autboi was able to cn- bad deputed, Eva ran up w far M • 
ehain her nttenciuD She kt pt think- the oommon Thoie was uo eDgn of 
ingof het talhei ondoftbeBMDi'cps, any vehiole, bo sho retunacl'to the 
aim kept also looking at tho eloek cottage. Mn. Merry mot her at the 
jtt Was drawing to ume when she • door 

went again to th^ fronO door, sub- “The diaaer spiling." aaid Mr» 
sequeutly to I'lllCerKy era»ly> “do come oftd cat 
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soiAPw Mtaa Bts, alid I'll keop tiie 
d»lii» hot" 

* " No, X'U trufe till my fatliei comes 
IS Cam back?" 

“ Not A sign of Lim Nut, loi bless 
you, deuy, 1 never ci:pepted it, not 
mo. He's goup to his nrcuses , to 
tfaiak that a son of mine ” 

But 'the gill wdq m no humour to 
hbui tho lamentatioPR of Mrs Meiry 
over tho dcoay of her family, and 
retiunHd to tlio ihnwing loom Thetc 
she sat dou n agam and began to lead 
—or tiy tt> 

Mrs ItTony name in at half past 
^nme, and biought a cap of tea, ^rith 
a slice of toast K!\a ^ank the > 0 , 
but deol'ncil (he toait, and IhP old 
woman ictnid angiily, to remove the 
spoilt dinner Thou Uva pU>t.d a 

S ame ,of intipncc, and at ten chcevt 
own the cuiids in despair The non- 
(Uiival of her f tthei, ooujtlLd uith hei 
dream, made hei restless and uneaay 
"Iwish Allen would letum," she ‘■aid 
akmd But Allen nevci appeared, 
although by now bo had ample imio 
to lOtiw the Bed Doepb and to return 
therefrom It was in BritS mind to 
go to Mr Hill s hun‘o, wliicli was at 
the £axtJ\ti cud of Wai grove \illago, 
but a luindlul thought of Mi llul's 
jokes, which woie usually iriitatmg, 
made her hesitate She tbeieforo 
Went back to tho kii-chen, and spoke 
to Mis Mony, who was crooning 
ovei the ftio 

“ What aro you douig 7 " she asked 
sngppishlt, ioi her nerves, pool girl, 
wore worn thm by this time 
“I'm waitmg foi the body," said 
Mm M«^ grimly 

Hva liit her hp to keep down her 
angeTf and ceimned to the drawing- 
toom, whein she wapdcicd hopelessly 
up ahd down Whde btiaining her 
ears she beaxd footsteps and ran to 
the door It proved to be a telegtaph. 
boy, •dusty and btcafehless B>a 
sn^hed the 'Vnie from him. al- 
though she wag ainpeised at ite late 
omw As ^ opened the envelope, 
the hoy exj^bhined hoedleealy — 

ooihe at {euxjf’ he wld, ** and 


I forgot to bring it, so the Head sent 
me on all these ten mite, unss, at tUk 
hour by way of punishment And 1 
ain't had no snppoi,” addod the in- 
juiod youth 

But Bva did not hoed him She 
was reading the wire, which asad that 
Ml Bdode had postponed his depait- 
ure from town till the muiiow, and 
would then be down h> niid-day 
" There’s, no leply,*' said Bva cuitly, 
and went to the kitchi'ii for tho dftli 
time that e\ cuing. The iiicbseiigri 
hoy grumbled at not getting a shilling 
fo) ois trouble, quite loigotlmq that 
the Into arrival of Uie wiie was dun to 
his ow n carolessooss He hanged the 
fiont gate suigrily, ami shoilly lodc, 
olt on his ied-p.uuted him tie 

‘ My falhci’s cuinmg to ni>nrow,’ 
said Hva, showing tho tchg>am 
Mrs Meny road it, and hii(.1 
tho pmic jiipiT “ Let them helievi 
it as doos iwlioie," said slit, “ hoi 
he 11 not come *’ 

“ But tbo WHO IS signeil hv hiuibelf, 
you stupid wnniaii,' said Vila 
“ Well and good, ’ B.xid Mis Mi*u\, 
“but dnsims aie diiuri-, whitiwc'i 
yon may say, ileaiv Yosi pn Aa-> 
enjinng before anil jnit il oil now Lp 
put it oU again, and — ’ 

“ Then yon )m hove ho sent Iht wue 
Theio, tbero, 1 know you will conti i- 
diut me,” said Miss Sttnrie oto&sly, 
I’m going to bed " • 

“ You’ll bo woke up boon," cried 
Mrs Meny after her , “ thorn 

knocks ’' 

Eva board 'no more She went 
to bei loom, and, wearied out by 
waiting and anxiety, loturod speedily 
to bed Mrs Merty itmained seated 
boforo the kitchen hre, and even whuu 
twelve struck she did not move The 
Btnkmg of tho clock woke Eva She 
sat up half asleep, bat was speedily 
wide awake ^e heaid iootstipe, 
and bstened bioathlessly A sbi^ 
knock came to the front door Then 
four soft knocks. With a oiy ahe 
from her bed, and ran to tho 
Mae. Men^ met her, and kept 
her book 
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Tbi*y'TebroUf;hthimhoii]e,iaiFa,'‘ sinulitudo of a obuie]i Ou these 
, she saul " the (beam’s come tiup " fn aks and fivn< lea Mi Tlill spAit a 

good dcil of money, and the leaiilt* 
^as an oll'i podnda of baildings, * 
niTA PT WR IV iambli*»l togLtl'er without ihvue or 

looeon Kuoh a mansion — ij it could 
UTaieny be oallod bo — might eaist id a night* 

roaie, hot only Mr tlill ouuTd have 
Mk JlttiL’A hunm at the far end of ftiaiibiatmi it into fact WithiA and 
tlip village was an ewscntiic buililiug without, the place was are PTarapV oi 

Oiigmally it had Ijcoii a Ubouiui'e muu> uoodb it iUn>tiat»d perfectly 

cottage, and stood by itself, a stone- the mind ol its aichituct and ownei 
Ihiow away from the oiookod hi^liw ay Alien s father wa^ a biuall, delicate, 

which hisocted Wnigio^e •On duintj little luaii with a largo head 
aiiiviiig lu the iicighbr>uihood *-0100 ijul 1 Jaige voice, whieli booined like 
twenU fiKMcais btiloie, Mr llill had a gong whin ho was nugiy The ^ 
bought the col I ago and Jnn actes cii man's heul was cUvei uud ho had a 
^ind aio’iiid These he enclosed with fme lu^ehc^jit, hut thete was 11 streak 
a high Witll ot (Cil Iniek, and tluu set ot niailrtC'>s lu him, whieli Ic'd him to 
ti 1,01 k to luinthMcottngd into uiiiau- mdiilge hiinseji in wliatevor mood 
'■'on A, he was hisi'wn ifchitr'ct the oimc uppeirnost Hochd not r\jt else 
osnll w,isastr.ing( ininuhugd styles the lc<,t self cumrol, and ei.pcotud all 
The original cottiigi iciu uuod unich u-ouml Inin to givo w ly to Ins whims, 
is it was, with .V thatched lool and which wcu> many and not alwavs 
wlute'vashi'd wall<> Dnt lu the loft, agieeiiible 8 ouie one called Mi EIlll 
lose a icfiiod low( 1 hnilt quite 111 the a brownie, and he wis not unlike the 
incdiaval style, to uUe iighi <>tictchcd pu tines of tliii rpicer lACe of elves 
a two sloiuy ruansioii withorulwin- [ His liudy was d]'i|*clv enough, but ae 
iluws, a t( iJ ICC and Tudni hattii un nts this kgs wetc thin and elightly 
\t tho hack (if till'-, the building j twriBtud, flicsu, with bis laige heaci, 
s'lddenly chingcdto Lhiingahiw wi^h 1 gave him a sti ingi uppc'aiancai IJis 
a tiupical Mranddi, and the lound | f<ioc' was clean-shavi 11, pink and 
toiiCi stood at tho endol a t.inge of ■ while, with no wnnkles JTe bad a 
hnildings built 111 the Ivcinan hisliinn he.tiiljt illy foimed mouth and n set of 
witli sIm'ii uiaible pill its, and iiiohsao -pic odicl teeth His fiiu bair. blightly 
cnenwted walls Within, the house — vi ' v alighlly — sticaked with grey, 
was equally cccciitiio There was a be won* long, and had a trick of 
Spanish patio, tiiim d, foi the sil c 01 passing In 1 11 1'lcl tlirougb it wh< u be 
the climate, into a aiutcr gaideii and thought hr hud said anything elesqf 
roofed with glase Tfac diniug looin Un liindB weno dclujite — real artistic 
wa«> looobean, tlie diawing luuui was hands — but hia feet wun large and 
fiiiJi,ehbd in the Tiouie QuatoizeBtyle, ili-foiiiird He strove always to hide 
Mi Hill'a hbiory was quitn an old these by wearing wide troiiacn 
Englibh loom with casements and a Both in wrintei and auminor bo woia 
low roof Thoic wcic many bedrooms a brown velvet coat and white' aergo 
built in the srvcio nocoful Greek, trouaers, rto waistcoat, and a trilled 
• laahiob, a Inigo nunbJo awimmiug- shirt with a WiUst-liaod of some 
J bath aitor the ancieut iloman type, gaudy Eastern atuft bparkung with 
and Mr Hill posse^^ed a Japanese I gold thread and raiubow hues. When 
room, all bmnboo fiuuituFB and ' he went out, be wore u atraw bat 
quaintly pictuicd walls, for bia mom with a gigantic biiin, and os be was 
mvolous moods^ fineUy there was , eonadeiably under the tndiiiery 
the muBic-room witfi a great organ, hcigfaf, he looked shange in flue 
and this rooip waa owe 10 the bcoo^^ But howevoi queoi hia 
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hfti'e boext ut the daytime, 
at m^t Mt PUU was atvn.yit 
/aooufately attired in ovuuqk dieBsul 
the Jhtest out, and a)fpeared a quiet, 
it eotQe[ithat odd, Kugiwh geatlemou 

33xis stnuige craatnro lived on hie 
emotuniB. One da; be vroidd be all 
gaiety and miitb, iiie lutt raonuug 
vmuld eio httn silent and aad At 
famee be pliTyed the oigan, the piano, 
dm violm, agoia be would tiUce to 
painting, tbcn be would wiite poems, 
and<uion mood would change to 
a religiobs one Not that be wav 
truly rcligiouB He uas a Tbuu* 
Bopbiat, a Spuiliuibst, voiuetinie<> a 
Jtoluan Catboiir, and at iinie» a 
follower of Calrin Latel; be faiicu^ 
that he would like to be a Uuddhist. 
Ilia hbr.u'v , aUige one, waa composed 
ol ve-nouv iKiokv bought m diflcreut 
moodu, which illubtratcd — bko bia 
house - the quei r lumhled mind of llio 
man Yet with all hia eocentricity 
Ml Hill was lai from being tnod 
He waa oto' or at a h irpam, and took 
good oaio of the wealth, whioh he 
E<(d inhetited from hn fathei, who 
bad been a stookbiokei \t tiuios 
Ml. Hill could talk cloicily and m 
' a Irasiuevslike wa; , at otheia, he 
wus all faiitovy and vague dreams 
Ahognlhei an imlating croatuie 
Poojue said Uioy wondered how Mib 
iSDOr could put up with Buoh a 
changeling in the house. 

Mrs- HiU put up with it^ though 
the genorot publio did not know tuiv 
->^t«hRply for the hake ol Allen, whom 
she adpted It wan slrongM that 
Allen, stjolwait, practiool, and 
qiuei, with « steadfast mmd and an 
open natqre, should he the son of tlio 
fresAitb creature ho railed hither 
But the young matt wav m evety way 
his motors soft Mis Hdl was tall, 
loan, and qrttet in monnet Like Mis 
Merry, she iisa«il|y wore black, and 
she lUovvd sxlonlly about the bouse, 
never q^eaking, nnlsBS she was spoken 
to. Oxigtarelto ate had been a unght 
girl, but maniage witti Urn brownie 
bad ‘sohesed fair, ^ Several times 
duxtttg ter serlya^unlsd bl* was 


on the point of leavmg Hill, ttmiking 
she bM mamed a madniaii, but 
when Allen Wiis boro, Mrs Hill 
resolved to endure her lot for the 
sake of the boy I&U bad ^o money, 
and would not allow the oontrol of it 
to pavs out of hiB hands Mis Hitt 
hod oomo to, him os a pauper, tho 
daogliter of an aiivtociabc scamp 
who bad gambled away a fortune 
'rheretorc, so that Allen might mhei it 
bis father v wealth, wiuub was 
considerable, tho p^ior woman bore 
with hei etrongo husbaiuJ Not that 
UiU was imkiud He was 4iuipl> 
vclbsh, emotional, cxactuig, and 
irritating Mrs Hill nevei mtciforod 
with hiv whims, knowing iiom ec, 
pctienco that interfereiue would bc' 
useless l^be wav a cjiilioi in the 
houbo and left rvoivkhLiig to hoi 
husband Uill lookeil ultet the 
seivantv, aitaoLcd the iuea]<i, ordoied 
the noutnio, <1110 dani’ed tliiuugh life 
hku an nidustiious butteid^ 

As to -Vilen, he had vpei dily tuund 
xhat snoh a bfo wav unlx'cjrahle, and 
for the most pait ininaintd away 
llo had gaiK gon<> to.i piiblir ,chonl, 
and had left it lot i ollogc , the n he 
ligd btudied III Loudon to bt on 
engineer and took tho hist oppor- 
tunity to piocuie work heyoud the 
hOBB Tie wioto eoDbiautl'y to hts 
mother, but baldly overcorronpooded 
with biv fatboi When he came to 
England bo slopped at The Arabian 
Nights ’ — lo the jumbled bouse was 
oddly named fay its odd owner — but 
always, be bad gone away m a month 
On this occasion Uio mestiug with 
Eva kept him in WaigioVe, and ho 
wished to be suio of her fsthei’s 
consent to the jnatoh before be went 
hock to South Amenoa Meantime 
iuv partner earned on the business m 
Ouzoo Me HiH wav not ill pleased 
that Allen ^oidd eii^, as he was 
roall; fond of bis son m bis own 
solttsh way Abo be amiroved of 
tte engagDiiiMit to Eva, for whose 
U beauty no bad a great admiration 
[ On the moKBing aftai Mr Enodr's 
I «ap«otedamyal,^tlitoO people who 
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dwelt m " Arabian Nigbta ” were 
'’Mated m Jaeoboaa dAiiDg>i.ooiii 
bCr Hill, in hie invariable brown 
velvet ooet with a rose m hie button 
hole and a ahining morning face, 
was devouring pdtt-de-fou-groi sand- 
wiches, and diking claret At timea 
ho took a regnlar Engjish ogg-snd- 
hacon, oofFeo ami inaimalnde biaak- 
fhst, hat he i aned fata meals as much 
as ho did his amusomt^nts One 
morning, bn^ad and imlk tho 
next he would imitate Daniel 
and his fiiends tu tlie extent ol 
living on pulse ti'd water , iheu a 
Oonoiicntal roll and coliee would 
appeal tn him , and hnallv. as on the 
piesent occanun lie would eat viands 
inon* sulk'd to a Inneheon than to a 
bl^•d.f>•^ll How evil, on this especial 
moininq ho auuiiuiiced that he was 
m L ini' Uul nioud, ind intended to 
Ciiuipose dunui; the diy 

•' Thc'iefure, ' said Mi Hill, nipriing 
his eliuot ind trifling with Ins sand- 
w lolinn, “ the stomach must not Ijo 
Inhit with food This," he toiiclnd 
the sandi icL's, “is rioiirishnieiii to 
sustiin 'iiu, iduind the '^tiupgle with 
mclod\, 1 id (he '»in« is of a cleluati' 
Mun natiiio which inakctli tho hoa|t 
glad wi1huio< leading tu the \ich uf 
intuMeatiijq Huiguiidy, 1 gisnt you, 
IS too hctvy Ohampigiio imirlit do 
much to laise tho airy laiicy, but I 
bfliovh m riaiot, wluoh makps blood, 
aud the biain dining the agonies of 
ooiiiwailion mods a placid flow uf 
blood ’ 

Mis Hill smiled w^aiily at tins 
speech and w put on eating She and 
Alli'u were engaged in disposing of a 
regular English meal, but neither 
seoiued to enjoy the fo^ Mis Hill, 
Rilcni and unemotional, ate like one 
who needs food to live, and not as 
though she caied foi the victualb 
xMlou looked pals and haggard* His 
face waa wltito, and U 'le wore daifc 
circles uiiclci. hu eyes as though In' 
had not slept 

“ lata homSa" aai(| his father, star- 
ing at him ahiow^y , '* dnt T not hoar 
you come lA at kwu o’okxdc, AUes 7 " 


“ See, sir , ” Allen always addnssed 
hia parent in this stiff fsshinQ. 
was nnavoidably late ' \ 

Mrs Hill oast on aiuuous look at 
hia face, and her husband hniabod bis 
claret before making any reply Then 
ho spoke, folding np his napkui ae be 
did BO "When J gave yrai a^latch- 
kpy," sold Mr Hill in his deop, neh 
voice, “ I did not expect it to bo used 
after miduiglit Flvon the gayest of 
yonng men should bo in hod before 
that unholy hom." 

*‘1 wasn't \ery gay," eflid Allen 
hstlessly , " the foot ie, father, J 
sprained my ankle Iasi ni^t four 
miles nwRy"^' 

Tn what ilirei'tion ? " 

‘ “ Tlio W« bthavou ducotion 1 wha 

I going to till) lied Dorps, and white 
I going I tw istod mv nnkh' I lav on 
I the moot — 1 was halt w*c> actoes 
I Alien i foil — foi .V long tunc wcitiug 
I foi help As none caino, I niauaged 
I to crawl homo, and so roachod boio 
I AC two I came on \JI louis" 
j ‘ IZiitnph," said HiU, ** it’s lucky 
j Wasp liiiin t son von VV itb ius Ictoas 
, ot dui> he would I'svp iiin you la lor 
I being diunk ’’ 

“J think I couM ]ia\o convnicod 
N\aiP to tbo coiitiiiry," said Allen 
dxyly , “ my motLier l>atboi1 my onkle, 
and it IB i asioi Ub)8 n oruing " 

' but von (diould not have come 
down to InoakfAbt," said Mm Hilt 
" It would have pot luy fathei out, 
had 1 nut coiuo, inolhor " 

' Quiti so," Bsiil Air. JTill , " 1 am 
gUd to hem that you tty to boliavo as 
a son ItoBides stilf-denial melbia a 
niAn," added Mi HiU, who never 
deniod liouielX anything "tJtrangn, 
Allen, I did not notico that yuu 
limpod— «nd I am anolNervant mao " 

“ 1 was seated here bafoio you 
camo down," bis bon lenmided mm 
'*True,* said Hr Hill, tining: "it 
11 * one of tny late morninga t W«s 
dreaming of an opera, i intend, 
AUflO, to oouipose an opoia Soeeha- 
nssa," tliua ho adiiias^ Mis Kill, 
who was nailed {Jam Sarah, "do you 
hear?. X mtend toinuBOKtaUa^yBelt’' 
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“ ^ bo&r." said SsoobariBsa, quite 
iiTunovcd She bad boaid betoie, of 
s*tbeH84bemos to immortalise bti Hill 
**J ehaU call my opera ‘Gwen- 
doline,' " said All IlUl, pavsint; 
hand tbinu)di his hair " it siill bo 
a 'Welsh opera I don’t think anv 
one evti composed a Welbh 
Opel a. Alien ” 

“1 can’t baJl one to ismcl, sir," said 
Alien, his e\GS on his plate 

“ The op<>niii^ ehuius," be»an Air 
Hill, full of hib till in* , " will ho — " 
“One ‘moment, su, inlerruplod 
Allen, itiio was not in the moou tor 
‘ this triflini;, “J want to .isk yt a 
quesbiiin " 

“No' no' no' Yon will ilib'mh 
Uie cuiioiit of my thon'xhts Wouhl 
yon bate the woikl lose a mast* rpit ce, 
Alice ■»” 

“ it IS a veiy eimplo ijnostiou au 
Will you see All Stioile tf»-day ' ’ 

ITili, who was liiokiii^ out of the 
window and humming a ilicmc foi 
bift upoiiing choiiis, tniiud simply 
Ociiai'ily not 1 am occuined " 

“ ATt h'io*le »s jour oldest and 
best friend, ’’ ujped Allen 

“lio has proted th.it bj' taking 
mone'v fioni me," said Hill, with d 
deep laugh “'SAht shoaI<l I sen 
him/’’ 

“ 1 want YOU to put in ,t good woid 
for mo and E-va 01 lomse,” Allen 
raised his eyia ibiuptly and looked 
, duecily at his Utbii * jon espoctod 
to sec him +his morning’’" 

• * " No, I didn't,’ snapxjod Ibo com- 
poser “tlttudc dnrl 1 W'tfre fi lends 
at Bohool and culUgn, oeitainij, but 
we met larely m aft* i life The last 
time 1 saw him was when he hi ought 
bis wife down heie " 

“Poor Tjady Jane,’ sighed Afau 
Hill who was sealed with folded 
hands ' 

“ You may well say that, Saechai issa 

She 'Was wmded to a clown " 

“£ thoD|^tMi> Btarorlr was a olevei 
and I'altdied man,” scud Allen dryly 
“He <diould*havo been,' said Mr * 
Hilk wa-nutt hiB hand and tnen btiok- 
nig it into fatMSi of his shirt “ 1 


did my best to form him But flowon 
will not glow m clay, and Btiode was 
made of stodgy clay A poor creature, 
and 1 eiy quanelsome ’’ 

“That doesn’t sound hke stodgy 
clay, su " 

“Ho \ancd, Allen, he Tailed At 
tunes the iriynoital hic he boned m 
ills unfruitful soil would leap out at 
niy behest , but lor the most part 
Stiodo was an uncultuied yokel 
The lambent Dame of my fancy, my 
othcieal fancy, yilsyud on the mass 
hdimlcBslv, oi with small lusult T 
could not submit to be hound even by 
fn^nilship to such a clod, so J got rid 
ot Strode And bow did f do it ’ 1 

lent him two thou^kaml pounds, ami 
not bomg sbl*' to lupxv it, sb.inio 
Kept him awiiy Che^p it the piie 
-cbeip it llio jiiiei* \llon, how 
docs this, theme strike yon for ,in 
opuiiirin choius ot Diuuls— modtiu 
Duiidi, of tom-c’ The scone is at 
\ngles« ,i ’ 

‘ Wait, fathei Yon hinted the 
othf> Pioiiuiig that Mr Stiude would 
iicvei come back to Wiripovf 

“ Did I ’ said All fJill in uu au\ 
nuniii 1 , i foiget ’ 

• “ W Ibit giouii Is bad y on to say 
ihat ■ ’’ 

“ iironnds — oli, my deai Allen, aie 
you so commonplace as to demaud 
grounds ? f forgot iny ti am of thought 
iiist then— the tauey hss Yaitisbed 
nut l am suie that mv giounds were 
suoh .\s yon would not understand 
Why do you Ebk’ ” 

“ I may as well bo trank,” began 
Allen, when his tathn stopped him 
“ No It IS BO obvious to be hank 
And to-day I am man enigmatic mood 
— ^rousK IS an enigma, and thetoloie 
1 wish to be myateiious ” 

“ I may as well be frank,” repeated 
Alien doggedly, and dogredness was 
the only way to meet such a tnfler as 
Air Hill " 1 saw Eva last night, and 
she lelated a dream she bad " 

“Ah'” Hr Hill smm round yivsr 
eionsly — “ now wntalk senso 1 love 
ttie pSYohie A dreun* Can Eva 
dreatn ?— -soob a matter-of-fact girl " 
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“ Indd6d slio’s no sucL ^ng, lu," , 
said the indignant lover ' 

" Pazdon mo,. You arp not a. reader ' 
of f huaotei ai ] am Eva Btiode at j 
prpbent posseswa jouth, to covei a j 
oommonplace <tool When she gete 
old and the soul works Ihiougb the I 
mask of thp face, nhe willbe a comwun- I 
looking woman liko voiit inotiu i " I 
“Oh I” Slid Allen, at this doublo • 
insult But Mis Tfill laid Lei band 
on his Aiui, iUul I lie touch qmotuned 
him J c was Useless to be angry \iiib 
WMin'sputisiblL' ti oiealnrt as Ml Hill 
“1 niuet toll you the dioain,” baul 
/Mien with an efloit, “.uid lh«n you 
(. LI, |iidf*A if I'lV L Is wh il you ^ay ' 

, “ I ’%iUt foi th( mciui, lephed Ali 
ilill w >Miig Ills lUiu .Hilly , “huL It 
w.II .lilt alt.i luy ojiinion Shi i> 
f oui'iioiipl 1 ' I , that Is vshv 1 «i;ni i**! ro 
'■ oiu r iii'.u'i tut III You iri oorunioii 
pi LOP lIso- you I lUi lifter youi 
iiioUui ’ 

Mis Hill rose qinti* iiiidistuibcd 
“ T h id lll'tti t 4iO, hlU biUd 

“Hy til nil 111- SaMlwiiissa, sui<l 
Hill gt.uii.uslv, “ to-.U’\ iniiiy music 
mood I on i hultoifli "Viu dntuib 
mt IjvIi' 'Mill ii’«» must be si<n‘li'm 
this ,hi\, l)jl you iiii‘ 1 Liealuif 
glonni ' 

" \V 111 * riiomcui, inothei ' said 


Ml Bill irntably, and w'ibh a mthei 
dark faco 

" Becanee you said that Mi Staodo^, 
would never come home EvVa 
dream hinted at tho same thmg Why 
did you — " , 

“Ob, that's it, IS 11, said Ml Ililh 
bittiug down With a t>iuile “ I will 
endeavour to rteall tny mocid whin 1 
apoko ** He thought foi aTuw muiutes, 
then toached bis foieheod “The 
mood taps hi le," baid bn playfully' 
“Allen, my sou, you don't know 
Strode, I do A tiuciihtft luOian, 
dctpiiuined to have nioucy at any 

CiObt ’ ' ' 

‘ I always lieaid he was a polished 
gpiithniiau,'’ objected Vilen 

“Ob, quite ho The pnhlic school 
hfe and unit ( tsity polish gave him 
manners foi Hocielv 1 don’t jiltiiv 
that Hut wLi n you bciiitohoil tho 
bkni, the swaslibuckli i btokt out Po 
you know how he CtOiio to lose hib 
rght hand, \llen Jvo 1 < ould tell 
you that, hut tho stoi y la too long, and 
niy hiuin u not in its htpi,ii y vein this 
d.iy It r could ..itig It, I would, but 
tl'o thtni'* IS piosaic Well, to c onie 
to tlie point, V'lnn, Kiroile, though a 
gi ntlr III ir, is a bw anhbuoklei CJut 
111 Ahioa he li,iB hi en iiying w make 
mono, uid ha> dune bo at rhiv cost 


Vilen, oalLliing Mm Hills band as 
shi I nov id quietly tothedooi, ‘I want , 
you tie bear llvii'b dream ' I 

“Which cirtainlj will not hewoith ] 
listening to, said the huttoj flv Alien , 
passed over this tr'sb piece of in‘n- j 
Jeiico, alihnugh lie sotrftly wotideicil j 
how his mothertookbUvh tail oaliiiJv . 
He icLouiiled the dn am m ihtail 
“ So 1 wi'iit tu tho Rfcil Dei.ps at F.va s I 
lequcst,” he fmislied, “to s<.*e if bei 
die.vm was tiue i uevei thought it 
would bt, of couibe, but I went to 
pacify hei But when I lelt the load 
(o lake a ahoit out to the Bed Deepe, 
aliout foul mills fpom Wargiovc, 1 J 
twishd my uikle, as 1 tmid, anil aitet I 
waiting c) awled home, to arrive hei e 
at two o'clock ’* 

‘ Whv do you tell lae this dieam — 
which lb mteieabog, 1 admit? " aekdd 


of making unuiuiu > " 

• Wlio told yon so ^ " 

“ Lot nil* wje- fih bn Uiwyci, who 
IS also mine Iij fait, 1 inlroduoiid. 
him to Mask, my bohcitoi T went op 
a few umnthb ago to see Mask about 
some hn .me-is, aud asked aitei htTnde , 
for Ibongh tlia man la a baron of the 
miildlc aites and a iiillian, flill ho la 
my triiMMl Mask told iim vhat Sli udb 
iciis making money atuf cnciniea at 
the same liuo When you lufoimed 
me, Allen, that Btiudo was cotamg 
home in tlio Dunwn Ca^th , and that 
he bad ainvcd at Southampton, I 
thought Bomo of his eiiemies n^ght 
have followed lym, aiid might have 
him artebtbd foi svcindung In that 
case, he certainly would nut amve “ 

“ But how dn you know that Mr 
Strode would swituUdf" 
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*'BMsaMe hb vat> a luaii with no 
tnot&l prmeiplnfa/ lotoiled Me Hill, 
• « your mothi r heiu will tell you tlio 

^*j[ dirt not like Mr Strode,’' said 
Mn Otl^ calmly . he was not what 
[ oall n good man Eva takes after 
Lady^Jatio, n ho was always a dehght- 
ful Irfend to me 1 was glad to hear 
you were tnpagrd to the dear girl, 
Allen,” elie added, and |iatted his 
hand. 

“ it IS nil j.ng« that > our observation 
and Eva's, dri'aio should a^rec ' 

" Pdidim me,’ said M' Hill, using 
Lribklv, “they do not agico I > >g- 
gestod i«st now that Stiodc mighi lie 
followed hj Ills Capo Town enei''ios 
and aricsted. for swindling Eva 
droarued tlut hu was dead " 

“yhon \on don’t afereo ’vith hci 
dream asknd Alien, puz/Ied 
“ Interostirig, T .idmit . lint — oh no ” 
-..Hill shinggod his bhouldeis — 
** 8ti odo c an look aitei huiibolf. Wbu- 
aoevei is killod, ho will bo oafe enough 
1 nevei knew a man jioshessad of sncli 
mfomal iiigenmtv Well, aie yon 
satislled f If not, ask me more, and 
I'll eTpUiii what 1 can x\li, by the 
way, tWo’s Wttop coming np the 
gaiwii ” Hi 11 thii w opoi I th e winduw 
and hull'd ihi’ polios man " 1 askcsl 
\9'asp to come and sec mo, Allen, 
whenever ho bod an interesting oasu 
to ropott I intend to wiite a volume 
on the physiology of the unminal 
ule.''Ma. l’iob,ihlv Wasp, wishing to 
eUJ an honest penny, has come to 
teil me some p.dtiv crimo not woith 
oxpondins five shillings on— that’s hih 
pnoo ju), \Vas]i, what is it 7 ” 

The poligemau, a stout httlo man, 
saluted '* 'Death, air ” 

“How mtoiesung,” said Mr HiU, 
rolibmg his hands “this is indeod 
newewirtb five ahilbngs. Death 
“ Mmdet.” 

Alien rose and looked Wido'Cyed at 
the noheeman. “Mr lode ^ 

"xes,8ic Mr.Stroiio Murdered 
— [<miid dead at the Bed Deeps " 
4<Paae dowQWtuxl in tee mud 7” 
Wl^iMted Aliena * the (beam~ 


the dream I *' and be sank back m his 
chair quite overwhelmed 

“ Yon seem to know all about it, 
Mr. Allen,” said Wasp, with sudden 
auspioion. 

CIIAl'TER V 

A XaOHH 

W 4 SF was a tiiilk> little man with a 
groat opinion of his own impoitanca 
I [n early y.^ats he n.id b'>oii in the 
aimy, .xml thi'ie, hail imbibed stem 
ideas ot duty hhrutily aftci joimng 
the police force he was sent to Wai> 
grove, and, with nn uiideihng, looked 
altoi the Mlljtre and xlio siinoiintling 
disiiicl Ms) I led while young, ho 
now pos 4 i‘hsed a taindy ol ten, who 
dwelt with Mrs \V xsp in a spjoli. aud- 
bpxn liOii,e on tlir vetge o£ the corn- 
mou llveiylhmu aliont iisp's hou^i 
was spotless The 111 lie pnluoroan 
hod dulled his wife bo tlioioiigbly, 
ihuu .lit ppifonncd herdutics inmiilo 
a militaiy way, iu>d ihoiighi Wisp 
tk«> git itest ol men iiieuLiilh, what- 
evet be uiav liavt hem jilivsieilly 
The ton cbildi'Mi w>a 11 alio Hulled to 
pcifection, and life in iliu small houso 
was (oiuluclud on ganison lines 
Thu lauiilv woke iai 1 \ to the bound 
ot the biiglo, and iciued to Ixxl when 
'* Ijights out Was sounded It was 
quito a model lioubehold, especially as 
on Sunday Wa^p, a fervid ohnruh- 
man, walki d at the head of his olive- 
bianches with Mrs Wasp to 8 t 
Peter's ohmtli 

The pay was not very luge, bni 
Wasp managed to mako money in 
many vv,ays Ijately he bod been 
cuning stiay otowus frun Mi. Hill 
by detaibng any case wbioh he 
thought likely to interest his patron 
Tlitborto these bail been oonoerued 
wilb thieving and drunkenness and , 
ptMiiching — things which Mr HiU did 
not eoFQ about Bnt on this oeoa- 
SionlVasp came to "The Atsbian 
Hi s' s wellm^ with importance, 
knowing that h^ hod a most exciting 
eriK»y to tall. Ho 'was tihorefore not 
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at all plf‘aaed when Allen, so to 
apeak, took the worda out of hi<i 
official mouth Hu* red face grew 
1 odder than e^eT, and he diew up hi^ 
bcift littio figuie to it'i full height, 
which waa not much ' “ You Boom to 
know all about it, Mr Allen," <i.i.id 
Waap tartly , 

"it IS ccitiinly strange that Mus 
StFodi' should di'^un as sue did," 
biid Jill], who had tinned a tilde 1 
pale, ' %1iat do }ou think, Raetha- 

tibsa'* ' 

Mis TIiII ciuoUhI fiein hi r Ans 
bands favomitu poet “‘Theit ate 
mote tluiii's 111 heaven and (.iiith — * 

' riii'ts pieti^, we WMit sense,' 
*1.11(1 ri.ll lilt iiuptiriK “ni^ 

iniis'’< nieiul ills lii'en binisbMl hi 
thii lit i\s I tin A Leel thit f am 
I (jiinl li l« iMt' '1 \ idneq \llt ii 
hin'iUjiib I III! idiltiiivi until tin 
mind' i( ) viL i.is tiuinl Strotl* is in 
the doik Wli'ii !■» the itnniral,' 
\ilrled ITiil tiniun," to llu pohccma'i, 

" th.it I 111 i\ s<v him ' " 

“I.o one 1 no*', niio did it, -.ii,’ 
^lul \N. sp, ( \i nig \lh n siispic’oi'ilv 

“ \\ ll<H 'M llu OIK UJI|slUKU-i * ’ 
itfi Alim von -.on hen, winis 
tn know all ihonl tlunii," siul ANaji 
stiilty 

Alii n, who i\as i. stin,* his In ad on 
th'j «h)U. '■loth of ihs tihle, looked 
up slowH His face seemed old and 
woin*aiid the dark cnoles undei his 
eyes ai*To irnnt niurki.d than evtr 
** Didn't ili'S Rtrodi toll yoa hei 
di earn, ssp ’ " h' .iskod 

'Hip poliu man seoited * I vegot 
too much to do in connootiun vsitb 
ihw else to think of them rubbishj 
thingb, sii, wild he, ‘ Mis Meiry , 
ffid sa) soinething, now jou luoutioii I 
it But bow s a man wok« up to I 
dooty at one in tho morning to hsten 
to dreams ? " 

"Were jou woke at one o'clock, 
W.tsp?'' asked Mi HiH, settling 
bioisolf luxunouslj , ' tell mv the do* 
tails, and then I will go with vou to 
bee Misb Stiodti ai^p the remains of ^ 
one, whom f always TWarded as e 
friend, wh^diOTer his shortcomuigs 


might have been AUon, I sttpipOse 
you will remain witliin and nurse 
your foot ” 

“ Ho," said \llpn ruing painfully 
" I must Btfo Kra " 

"Have >aa hurt your fqpt, sit?" 
asked Wasp, who wna pi>ing pai' 
ticulai attention to Allen 

" Yes [ 8ia.uncd it last night," 
s,ud VI Inn shoitlj * 

•■\\heie, mxy'l ask, sii " 

“ On Ohilvers Common " 

"fJol" Wasp btioked a feiocious 
moubtaehf' be wote toi tbif sakn of 
j impies'iTLg evil-doeis, "that's iicai 
the lied Detps '* " 

I " About a mile from the Red Deeps, 

, I ii'dtpvc ' sud Mien, ti^iug to ease 
lb( pain of his foot h\ testing il 
" And what wuie joii iloing tbeie, 

> m.iv 1 ask sit ’ " , 

I This timi il w.is not Allen vvlio lo* 
plied, hut Ins mothei The Digu, 

, han woin<i,ii suddcnlv fliishid andbui 
! stolid ficu hicami' alive witli angei 
I Klu liiineil on the hule man -Well 
n.iuted Wasp fioiii liis mndillesome 
di-})usilion .ind deisuo to sung when 
he conhl -and sceuied likr a ligiess 
I piobitiiig Iku euh ‘ V\hv do ^ou 
ask ' ' sill demaudeil " do you hint 
I th.it mj son Ills .ui>Uiuig to do with 
I clus m it,h t ’ ' 

, ‘ No, r don t, ma nn, ' leplied 

\N vHp lolidly, ' hut Mi \llon talked 
j of the ooip Inung found fiu.r down- 
wdtd in llu uiud Wc ihd iiiid ii so 
— kiiBtways thi m as found the Ueiul, 
saw It that wny ITow did kit 
\1 ” 

"The iliejm, nil good Wasp," lu- 
t« rixised li ill augiil> " Aims Btiode 
dn'nmod a dientn two nights ago, and 
thought she saw her lathei dead ut 
the Red Deeps, faoo downward bhn 
also hcaid a laugh — but that’s a detail 
My son told us of the diuaru botore 
you came It is strange it should be 
vended so aoou and so ti uly f hegui 
to think that Miss Strode has ima^nOF* 
t'onafteraU Without nnagitiuuoa," 
added the little man iRi^esstTely, 
" no ono can dream T sprak on tho 
auHionty of Colaiidge) a poet," he 
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{AtyiiiglT on ike tbrao— ** of " And I ceiiainly tthoald end all my 
wbom yon iitobakly know nothing” cbancpsof nuiiMog Mm Strode by 
• ”]Soet9 ain't m the com:,” said 1 JdlUng fact fatlier, ‘avd Allen sharply, 

Woap^ “and touching Ml Allen- ” “I think vou take too much npon 

The yonoger engineci stood up iot yourself, Wasp ” 
hlm-seli y Mvsioiyisshoit/'ho said, The pobcemm eNCObvd himself on 
“ and \0D may not behove it, Wasp * the pica of /odi, hut saw that he had 
“ Why ahonldn i £ '* ” domauded "one tuo far, find o'feroil an apology 
the p&hoeman very snbpioionaly “ Hut it 'was youi knowing tlie p(^- 

AlloD shrugged his shouhlcts tiun ol the body tlial mu.lo nto 

*' You have not imagination enough, doubtful,” he siiiil 
he onswcied, Copying Ills father . “it ‘ That is the drMinj,” sud Mis 
seems to mo that you hi'heve 1 am Hdl oaittK “but you con now iif'U 

oonoetiieil in thi^ inattoi ' us all that has taken pl.ioe ' 

“ Tbcicain’t nouei^toineninmat)' Hill looked astuiushid ‘it tiix -wife 
youisolf. sir " and a tiiflp jiuioved She -vtas not 

“Spoicmo'tbo wainiiig Tamm usually gnen lo piitling hetself foi 
going to do so if ^ou want lo know ward — as bo tfillt.d it - but wailPil tui 

Ihe trutli it IS this Miss Strode tnki hn tunc horn him He. winild 

dream(>d the other right that lin | liiir inliijiused ind pskcnl the cjno'i- 

fathi^ wah lying dead in the Kod tion hmiioK, so as In iccosfpi Ihi It-ad 
l^eepa >\ftci \amly nnclf 4ivonnug in liis own hoiis", h'll that Wasp, 
to laugh hoi out ol the lielu'f tli.it .iumoiis to iiioiii. I’m his kiU* r>roi, 
tho dream was tiuc, 1 went last u ght ii,pliiMl at omi., and addii sserl hiiu'-cdl 
to tho Tied Drops to conviiiQo hex tli.ib i '(.himiil'v lo klis Hill 
an Wa9 widl I stmrk at loss the j ‘ Well, imam, its tint wtj,’’l«' 
Diool horn tho high lood, and oateh- saul, diawmg lum idi up stiftly and 
ing my fool in soive braiuhle bushes svlnUi.g .'ipologebic f v«as waK- 

1 twisted my ankle 1 could not eued iboiic nne o'clock bs' a ii I'ssage 
move, and uiy ankle gicwv vciy p.un- that I wa-* wanted at Misity C.istU, 
lul Tul houib I'waitul, outlie (.hnneo queer iininr as ytiu know, 

tliat some one might come pobt, ma'am — 

hut Chilvcta Cninmon being loitol^, “Wo all know ubout Mis M^ixy 
as you koo'w, I could not gc't help jiid lui cc.coiiIjiciul’-,*’ haul Mis 
Therefore, short] v Ik fore m<dnight — IIill, 'wlo, haiiiig nn ceconliic pcison 
though I can banlh tell the evnet m tho bouse, w.xi loniont t^ordS’ 
time, my waken having hi on stopped the fmiings ol uLIicts, “go on” 
whcQ 1 foil — I managed to crawl “ Wch, ma’am, ,lackson, who lu 
bpmt' T aimed about itvo o’clock, under me*, was at the other ouil ol 
aod my mothei wus -vTailing up fot the tillage 'lirfmc midnight, but 
me Hho lialbrd my unkle and J cumiug past ^Iibciy Castle ou his 
went to bed ” louuds ho saw Mxs Merry 'waiting 

“ It nouldn t bavc‘ been very had, at the gat« She said that Mi Sixodo 
'-BUTt if you’re down now,” said Wasp bad been brought home dead by tioiee 
bluntly, «id only half hatisfled wim men • - labourc ra They, under the 
Allen's explanation diieotioii of Miss Eva, took tho body 

“ I fbro^ myself to come down, as in and laid it on a Then Miss 
my fathitr docs uot like auy one to Eva aem them away with mimey 
be absent from mealb, ’ 'wuh the reply Tliat was just about twelve o’eloex 
Mt Wasp— iifdit,” said j Tho men smiuld have come to lejMzt 
> Hill bnUtly, you need uot go on to me, or have seen Jackson, nut 
susDoctfaig my ton Ue has authiug they went back |o tbdi own homes 
to <Iq with this matter, thu mote so as i beyond the eommuD, Westhavun wsy 
, he IS eogs^ed to Miss Strode.” t I'm goiitt^ to ask them what 
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bqojui by domg lihat and not leporbng 
to tho police," said Wasp sonrly 
Well then, ma am, ’‘Jackson saw the 
body and repotted to me at one in 
tho momug I put on my uniform 
and went to brisoxy Cdstle I exam* 
uied tho remains and called up 
Jookson Wo made report of the 
condition of the body, and sent it by 
meeacrigpi to We<*liijven The in- 
spector (»iiinH this 11101 uing and I’a 
now at Misery Casllo l^intj illowrd 
to go away fot a ‘<pL’ll having been 
on duly ill night o\pi Ihc body, 1 
came nei n to toll XT i Hill, knowing 
ht’d Iiko to lieai ut the rnuTiUi " 

"Ini glad \oii ciinp," said Hill, 

• lubbmg Ills liands, “a hne nimdot , 
though," I’ls f,iti> Ml, “1 had isthei 
lb had toou any one hnt ra\ uld 
fnptid f su\>]io-<c you don't know 
hoM lie ciiim by Ins di ath ^ " 

“Up Mas shot, bii " 

“ Hhot * ' pohoid Mien, looking up, 
“and In whom ' " 

“ r can’t sav, not psn any one, Mr 
A.Jh ‘11 Pioiii uhat Mis Xlcnt sajs, 
and slip asKtd »]n« siions ol Ihosi who 
Inought th<» body homo, th< co'p was 
found l>Mig face’ dovin\iu.id in the 
und npai the lie a iJocp'i spiiyg 
Wliy ho should lisvo gone thoi** — 
the dead in in, I moan, i-ii 1 i iii't 
ss.y I hosi he wii" coming fiom 
[loudon, and no doubt bod diiip in 
a fl’T to Waigrovp I3ut wf J1 haye 
to make mqioiioi* at the nfhco of the 
lailway station, and g«t to ficts 
Some one must hang lot it" 

“Don’t, Wasp, yovTip making m\ 
mothet ill,' said Alh ii quid ly 

And indeed Mis Mill looked >civ 
white But elm i allied Iipieelf ami 
smiled quietly in her uld inaiinor 
“ J knew Ml Stiode," she said, “ and | 
1 fed his sod end keouly , ospevially ! 
as be has left a daugbtei behind him j 
Pom Bvo,' she added, turning to | 
Alien, “ she is no" an oiphau *’ 

“ All the mote reason tbas I should 
make her my wife and oheirsh her, ' 
said AQen quickly “ 111 « to Uio cot-> 
Uga," bekuikod at lus famet “may I 
ta« the pony duuse ?—my foot — ' 


" I was thinking of going mT8elf;o 
said IbU hesitatingly, “but as yon 
are engaged to the gul, it is right, 
you should go I'll dnye you " Allen 
looked dubious. Mr Hill thon^t ho 
could dnve m the saino w|^y that ho 
fancied be could do all i^gs but 
bp was not a good whip, and Allou 
did not want anothoi apoidimt to 
happen However, ho "ti’SolvDd to 
risk the journey, *ind, thanking liis 
fatboi, went out of tlio loorn While 
tho chaise was getting ready, Allen, 
looking out uf the windovP, saw lus 
father leave the grounds in the com- 
pany of Wasp Appaipntly iioth'’ 
wcie going to MidPi> Castle Ho 
turned to hib mother who was in 
tho Tooii) “ M liali about niy father 
driving * ’’ he a ski d “ I see' he has 
left the hoiiM' " 

“I’lobablv Ki> has forgoiton,’’ and 
Mis IIiJl soortiifiKij , “ you know 
how lorgetliil ami wbunsiral he is” 

“Do 1 not 7 ' said \Jl(ui with a 
High. • and don’t \ou^’ he added, 
Muiling at the lUik face o> biS mother 
“Well, C can diivo Liiy self Wdl you 
mine also, iiioUici, and I’omfort 

“ Not pist now I think that ib 
\oui t isk Hhi' jS fond of nip, but ac 
jiicsont you can du liei mom good 
Vnd I thmJv, Mini,* said Mis IJill, 
“that you miglit bung b(i back It 
IS icinbJe that a young giil /should 
bu h ft iiJono ill that smalt oottogu 
w’ltli bo disnnil a woiohu ns kfra* 
Menv Bring her Wk' 

" But m> fathu V ’’ 

' I’ll alike lb light With him,” said 
Mis llill dotoi tnuiedly, 

Mien looked al her ><ai\ioiisl\ Uts 
mnchpi had a him, dark faop, with 
quiet cyos steady and unwavering m 
their gsso It hwl often btrick liini as 
wondi'rful, bow so stiong a woman — 
Bpmicmtly — should allow bis shallow 
fathoi to rule the houso On fleverat 
ocoasions, os he knew, Mrs Hill had 
asserted berspjf himly, and then Hdl, 
after much outward arigia:, bad given 
way There was a m V£>t> ry aliout this, 
ana on any otbor occasion Allen would 
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her, tile door opennl Abruptly And 
HiU Aiteied i ithci cvuud “hlra,” 
he >4id qaicAJy, ‘ voii iitvoi told me 
*that yo<a Jatbei's uuodon hand had 
been removed.” 

“ It biA not Imuii, ' Bviil Eva, “it 
was on when -<vi. hud out hi^* body ' 
“It's f;<>iie non then,’' said Hill 
(jTuotiy, and loo*ciDg very palo, 
'* gone " * 


CIlU'TEi; VI 

Tin V\ VKA 1 N (r 

• Ov bcaijiig tins announcement of 
the loss, Eva losL aimI vnent to • 
clmiiiht.1 nl iIuaUi TLeie, undei t 
sheet liiv th” bod > of Jiei fatlK t 
looking lat nioiA calm in death thin 
he h^d ever looked <n lil< Hut ihe 
uhei't WiiVM dis,ui inged on the iighi 
nde, And bfting thH ‘'lightK, olio saw 
that wlut Ml Hill sMd vvnb tine 
The wooden baud had been icmoved, 
and now thcie remaiiiLd hut the. 
atunjp ul tlie aim \ glanoi' lound 
the room showbd b«i ihattl<o window 
wat. open, hut she teiueuiboied open- 
ing it hnscli Tlie blind was down, 
hut Honii one iiii<,ht liave enteicd vm! 
thioved horn tho deail Iv was an 
odd loss, .ipfl U\ I could not think 
'Why it slioiild hive tak* n place 
VAiou she iitmiied to tho liny 
diawing-inora Allmi uid ins lithei 
wore 111 deop coTiyrisitiun They 
looked u|> will'll ihe gnl enteicd 
It ’s quito uui " Slid Eva Bitting 
down “ tlie band I M gone 

“ Who cau h.ive stolen it 9 ” de- 
mauded Alien, vviintling his hiow 
“ And ^ why ehoiild it he stolen '■* ’ 
oskeil Hill pointedly 

Ev k piossed hei Imnds to hor 
oohiug twod “ 1 (toil I know,” sho 
said weai'ly " Whin Mih Meiry 
and I laid out tho body U dawn this 
muTtnog the hand was ceitAmlv there, 
for 1 noted the w'bite glove aU diS' 
ooiovined vnth the mad ol tho Red 
Deops We pulled down the blind 
and opened ^0 window Some one 
may have entenfed,” 


“ But why should soino ono stool *' 
Bind Hill uneasily , “ yon say tho baud 
was theio at dawn ^ *' 

“ Yes ' Eva loso and rang the boll 
*' We oau Ahk Mrs Merry " 

The old woman speedily entered, 
and expnisbed astonishment at the 
queer loss “ The hand won thoie at 
nittc,” slic •■aJH positively ” 1 wont 
to see if cvetYihing was well, and 
liitod thb uheet Ah, doai me, Mr 
Htiode, as was, put a new white glove 
on that wonilou hand eveiy moiiiing, 
HO that il might look nice and dean 
Whatevei would ho have s,ud, to sei 
the glove all led with oliv^ I m- 
ieiuled, ' added Mia Mlju. ‘ to have 
pul on a new glovt, >uid i sent Cam 
to buy It ” 

“ Wbst ’ " B->ked Eva, lookiog np 
•'is Cam hick * " 

“Ves, duii^ lie f.Hie eiily, as 
the (iious is pisving tbiough this 
place on to the nevt town, hli.in'on 
Oain thought he’d pick up the oain- 
V ins on the 10 id, so camo to say 
gocnl-byo ’ 

hiV i reiriPDjbcu'd (Jim s odd he* 
havioui, and woiidenii it he hid 
an'V thing to do with the tbelC But 
the idea was ridiculou-k Tlie lad was 
hj(] enough, blit he Leitainly woidd 
not lob the dead Moitovui — on tlie 
t.ace of it— tlieic wis no reason he 
should btoal so useless an ohjucl as a 
wooden hand Wha.t with the I'KCite- 
mciit of tho death, aud the lulblmLiit 
of the duAUi, not to meiitiou that she 
tcU a natural gimf fui the death of 
bei father, the pool girl was quite 
worn nut JSLr fldl saw tlun, and 
after questioning Mis, Meny as to 
iii«> theft of tho glove, ho went 
away 

"I shall see Wasp about this,” he 
said, pausing at the door, “there 
rount be Home meaning in the theft 
Me<inwhile I’ll exouirao the flower- 
bed ontsido the window ” 

Mra Merry 'wont with him, but 
neither could see anv sign of foot- 
, marks On the Mift mould The thief 
— if todeedA tlflef hod euteied the 
houses hsd jumped flie flower«bdd, 
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(ind no marks were dibooverable on Bva looked round fearfully “ The 
Ihe hoxd giavelof tliopdith "There’a dootor soya, that, judging b\* ibe 
thit bo}, ' said Mm Slenv condition of the body, ut> fiithor* 

" What boy > ” jsked ILll, stoi ting, must have been shot at that hour '* ' 

“ A hltle niBoal, as oaJls htmaelf lAst night you mean," aaid Allen 
Butaey," baid the old woman, folding hesitatin^y 

her hands as usu^ under her apion “No This ir Pnday He A as shut 
“ London street but T toko him to be* on Wednesday at nine, and the 
He came to s.iy C,uii wdUid bo hoie body mast baie lam oil those dong 
to-moiiow *' hours at the Bed Deepa 9i courtw, ' 

“But Cam is hero to-daj,'' said added Eva q'lickly, “ no one goes to 
Mi Hill peiplexed the Bed Deepa It wus the inereat 

“That’s wliat makes me think cbanco that those laboureis went last 
Biitboy might have -itoiori the wooden night and found the body Ao you 

hand,’’ azgiied .Mis Meiry “Why see, AHun, iny fattier must have Ijcen 

should he come hete else ^ I dulu’L killed at tiic very time I dreamed of 
lell lum, as Cam h.id aJie.uly ai/ived, hi-> deith '' 

me him'' one a-, knows how to hold “It is skiauf.e,’ haid voung Hill, 
my tongue alutovii vou xnav sat, much pcrtuilied “J woudei who 
Ml Hills' so Mis Mriiv uaminl cau hat e killed him ' 
her coiiipaiiiutj “I would liavo 11 va shook hei hood “iLaunotsay 

flskr d qiie-t tuns hut 1 he Ixiy '-kipped not ran any ono The inspector 

I \«omiei why h( stole U'’ ' fiom Westliavru has been hero this 

“You luw) uu piout tint he btule muinuig making m({uui6s, but, ot 

it at all said Hill hiiiai lit’ “hut I'D | course, 1 can tell him notbiug except 

tell Wdbp what you ha> When does ' about the bclegiaiu ’’ 
the inque«t take plicr ^ I " What telegram <• ' 

“To Jiioiiow, as yuu might say," | “Didn’t I mention It to you said 

suapptd Alls Mrin e>osalv , “und j IhegnJ, laifting lici uyoi W’hicb w(ie 
doii t bunt' ihat woiiiting Wi'-piuund , fivpd on the giouud discnn-olatcly , 
lieie, Ml llil's Wabp he IS hv naino j "no -- of couisc I fhrhi k It 
and \\ asp b^ natuie with Li •questions* j rauie alt»i you hit itu --at iiiiio 
li evei you- > o’clock— no, it w 'b at balf-pwt nine 

liut Mr Hill was beyond bnuiiig I Thu wiie was fioiu iny lather, saying 
by this tune lie alw’ays avoided a ! hu would bo down the next day It 
cnat vr</h Mib Mcriy .is tlio shrill- I Jiul airivinl at Wcbthavun at fuui, 
nebR of her voice so he explained— and should have Ixien dehveiedeaihci 
annoyed, him The old woman Mated but b i thu foigctfulnusb oi the 
after hib letiealing bg’ue and bhc messenger ' 

shook hei head “ You le a bad one,' “ But, Eva, li tbe wiie eaicie ftoiu' 
bhfl sohloquibcd, “him asisduad was your iathci yestr>rday, he eoiiiil not 
bnd too A pair of ye -ah— but it Imve been shot on Wednesday ingbt " 
theie’s troubfo coming as iioublc “No, 1 can’t uiidei stand it I told 

will come, do whst tou may —Miss Jnspcctoi Gartit about the w no, and 

Eva shan t sofTor wnile 1 can stop be took it away witli him lie will 

any worntang ’’ say all that he learns about the 

Meanwhile Eva and Allon wore matttu at the mqiiust tci-inoiiow 
talking senounly “ My dicam was Aud now my fathci s wooden ImdiI 
fiilhll^ m the btrangee* way, Allen," has been Moleo -it is btiangc " 
the girl said “Idmwned, ae J told “Yery btraugc," aasLUtra Alien 
you, the night before last at nine musingly He was thinking of what 
o'clock — — * his father had said aliout Ml htiode's 

'Well'" qaestioued the young probable enemies “Bva, do you 

man, seeing she heeitatod, I know if your fothoy brought any 
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jewels {rom AlriCA— diaiuouds, I | bim, that I don’t inouiu hih death as 
PieAi ’ " I s daughter ought to But 1 feel tliat 

• "1 can’t s IV No didiuonds weio I T have a duty to pcifoicn I iiiu^t 

found on his )/od> In fact, hib ! leain who killed liim, ard Lave that 
pmeo wa- lilli'd wiih nione^ and hia ) peison sent to tlie scaffold ' 
jewollr rv had licit bt. I n taken " • Allen oc^onred and looked dov«n 

“ Thru I ubbiUji could not have been I “We can talk about that whui wo 
the motn e loi the mine ” | havo fuitHc-r tact^ bofoiu us 

Allen, the liodv was not i Inspector Gaiiit, vou -uiy, h nuking 
robbed’ • Mlu* roiic and paced nhe ' inquiiiph'^” 

room “I 0.1 >' t undci stand my i “Yes, 1 have given him Jio 
dieam I noniUi if, when I slept, ' tolegiain, .vnd also the .uldii3>«oi iny 
my c-oul wc.nl to the Kfd Ditpsand I fathei's lawyei, which I found in ,i, 
saw lilt ciniK roiuuiittcd' ' lottei in his pocket 

“ ^ ou clid not SCO tho crime ' “ Mi Mask / ’ 

ooiiiiiiiltpcl ' I "Yes, Silustian Misk Ho >uu 
"No 1 s,vw the hoa\, howe\ } know bun >” 

1 3 mg 111 tho position in whiili it w s > "I know of h.in Hr i« iii\ 
aflcrwMids found by lacuhs and the J fithct’s lawvir alio, and so hi emu 
othvis And then the laugh -that I Mr Stiodes nnn ot liusiiu's-. Yes, 
niijol iiiiglMs though the absassm w.ts ' it is |usL as well (hunt -hoiiid m. 
gloating ovri hi- rniel work - the , linn When \om fitbei niiivid *•] 
man wlio miudiud my lather w.is | London hi piobuhlv wont lo s < 
laughipg n iny cbeaiu " . Mask, to talk cvci business Wo 

"How can \Au1( lilt was n mau^ ' ' might leaMi surui thing hi tli.d 

" Thu 1 iui|,h sounded like that ol a ' qu.iTU» " 

man ” > “ Iioain what * ” i-.kid Ih i hlmillv 

" In VU1U dieam ’ I don t tluuk a i Allen did not answii ar oner 

juiv wiM t,»ko that evidi nee " | "Kva,’ he said iftei i pm^c, ‘do 

I'jv I stopped he tore the young Til in \ou lemoiubtu I told veil tlial niv 
and looked il him detc’rmmedly " F | lathei taid Mi ‘^tioiL Hugld not 
ilon’t Sro why that pail of tnydnam i fniivo’’ Well, 1 .ckid him V'hv hi 
should not coine tiup if thoutlici has | said so, ,inil bo doc Lied that from 
airoaily bum piovrd tine It's all of ' what liu knew ol vuui fathii. Mi 
apteco" • Btiodo wasa 'nan Lkely to hail tn my 

To thib Tumai k young ILll had no I eiumies It stiiuk mo tli^l this 

answer ready C'c]t<unly tho dream > (iiiiie nijiy be the work ot oiu 

had coiiie true in one jiait, so why | of these enemies Now Mask know- 
^not ii anoViiei f ISuc he was too j ing all youi fathei’b buuinoss, m.v\ 
anxic-LsnlouLpiva'slutuie to continue * aliO know aliuui thobs who wisliud 
the discusbioij “ What about you, him ill ” 

darling he asked "It may be so,’ said Eva leflect- 

"[ don t koQw, she leplied, and ivdy, "my father, hoiu what Mis 
sat down hebide him igain " I can Meiiy sayb, was a most quairelsome 
think of nothing until the inquest has man, and would stop at notlung to 
takou place When I Icain who has make money He donhtlcse uia u 
lulled uy fithei, 1 shall be mote at enemiob in Afiica as youi fatliei 
ease ’’ suggests, but why shonld an enoiiiy 

UThat IS only right and natuial, follow him to England to kill him ’ 

hut " • it would have been easier to shout ‘ 

“ Don't mistake mo, Allen," she him m Alxioa ” 
mtoirupted vebemmtly. " 1 saw 89 Allen shrugged his elioulders. 
little of my father, ottu, thtough my j " It's all ^^eof y on our parts,’’ ho 
oiothoi, know* so much bod about ! aatd " we don't know yot if Mi, 
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of Mr Strode Allliouf^ be bolon^'ed " And wimt do )oo mean by that ? ' 
to 'the old taniily of the neighbottr* n^ed Wasp, who, fall of impodbuioo, 
hood, and should havo lived in the was making tbiugs unpleasant witll, 
nidnor as the loid of the village, he over-veal 

had been ahsent horn Wargrovo for The ancient pulled his oap to the 
so long, that few people wsre ivoU majesty of law. “Whoy,'* said 
dfquamtod with him Romo ancient he, chewing a straw, “MnsIl^Bobeii 
I'lllagers lemeuiheicd him as a gay, — by wliibb I means Muster Strode — 
skj -larking young maA, when with was a powerful augery gent surely 
Ml Hill tlie two had played pianke lie gied X a clip on ih’ '«ad when 1 
(liumg vacation Then oamc ilio death i was old enough to he his father, 
ol the old squm' and the salu of the ; though to bo niro 'twos lu hu oolleg- 
iiiduoi by bis son At tiiiwb Hti<>dc I mg days \h, Inuud themtwowell I " 
had oome to Waigrovo with his wife, | “ Whni two ^ " Obkod Wa^r, on the 

iiid at Mis(>iy (lastle E\a bad been i aleit to pick up eiideitce 
bom But he usually stopped only a { “ Mubtei Strode as was, an* Muster s 

shoi t time, os the slow life of the i Hill as is Tlxiy bo yuii v hoiiy-loiiv 

/.nuntiy uiMiiid Jiia lestlubs hpiril ^ m Lheui dais, rot as 'twasu't iigbt 
Bid ulwivs, wl III be tauio to his old fin Mualir Uubcrl, he being laid an’ 
iuiuitb, ho wi'it to b ok at tlx home • mostci ot tUo ullagi But Mnstoi 
of Ills > lee Hieiy ono loiev ihat it i HiU" the auiiciit ipnt out the straw 
w i,s hi-. (I(<suu lo lu Stiudu of \\ai- to sliow h^s runtenipi * Laril, Ae he 
gi i\ (■ ag nil, in t,u t .Is iM 11 as lu n.iiTio | iiotbin’ ' ” 

M.uiy peoplt renrcmbeied hnuwhin i ** He s yi ly iieb, Hi inff > ’ 

lx came to A\.ut'io\e for the last | “ What ■. money to blood ‘f MukIoi 

turn, to }d.ue Itis wile and daughUu j BUodi bhouldn't h.i taKi.n him up, 
imJu tlieiool oi Mi<- *Jil(ti\ Rtrodi I .rud givon be iipstlrin’ notions He 
hud ilwiys Lceit still and told m | aii' (jili s Aleity vsiiin awav lioin his 
iiiiiniii'i lint, Ixing of tl'“ old stock, ' witu, .ind Mublei Stiude, ab them 
tins 1-u>h.iMoiu wasestiiuiod light, as | did i.tte tilings h\(K hke ' 
no lord ol the soil should he h^o “ I dou t bi u \fh.it tlub has to do 
lamiliat, the iMsiuoies tlionglit “A j witbthudeath,' biid Uaspauajipiblily 
pioud, haughty gFutlrinan ’ baid | “Nori you tuiiid, bUd tlrautei, 
some, “lint then he's a rigltl to bo | sahaiit tluough o/ci-murh beoi “I 
piuud Amt the Stiodis liccn heie , knuwbwhui Ikiiowb A1 uslet Bobort 
sineowho Conquest? Tib a wondci j - 'twas a woid an* a blow with him 
he took up nith that Mi ililt, whose [ and when he clips un on the 'ead, T 
fathci was hut a stockliiol oi J scs * Sii, 'tio and end fts you’ll couie 

So it will he guessid that Bllodes lo.' and luv woids have oume true 
tctuin to his native plaw* lo m< et with He >e bin shot ’’ ' 

a \ioleiit doith at uuknnwn hande, | “ And who sliot llim ^ ' asked the 

i mated much €x.iiteritnt The jury . blaLksuiith 

buiv eyed the body in Misuy Castle, | “Oncot cm as he clipped on the 
and then went to the one imi at the ' "oii i>amc as be did mo, ' said Oianfer 
village to heoi the eiidunoe A tow | Wasp dismissed this piece ot goBbip 
peuplo were m the coffeo-i oom wheu witli coiirempt, and onteifsl the collot - 
the piooeedingb took place, but In- ' loom to watch proocedingb Thehtlle 
apeotoi Oariit gave ordeis that the j poliuornan waa /cry anxious lo hiiug 
oiowdfahouldbekept at Thestieot, ' t)ie murdetei to juetioe, in the bopc-s 
therefore, waa filled with people calk- < that he would be lewardod for hiB 2 s^ 
mg of Btiode and of bis temble end by apostat Wtutbavf'n Hithoibohe 
Ono old man, who h.vl seen eighty * had found notlanghtuly to lead to any 
summcis,gLveitashi6opitiJon,thtiit it i dihcovery, and lusi«otar Garnt had 
was no wonder Mr StnMie hoddiedso ' not been oomuiUDicative Bo, atond 
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mg At tho lomr luil of thu I vPitlict cif thu ]vry was given Whru 

loom, Wutsp listmctl vith ill his ml j this matlei was srttlt'd, and wbpu 
• eats to the cwlcnct, to spo whit he , Siiode was laid in the family vault 
could gam thoichon' Jiloly to set him ^ beside bis ueglupteil svife, Mask said 
on the track A clunre like tins was i tint he would call at Misciy Cabtlu 
not to hej a istud, and Waspb family ■ and explain 

was very Jarge, with iiidiMduil ' The c.iEe was opened hy (rariit, 
apwtitc% to coiiLspund j who detailed the tacts and what evi- 

Evh was pu'srnt, 'viih Mleii oTione , dence he lild gathiied to support 
side ol her ind Mu ralinei ou ilie ^ them “Thi' ilLcuasLcl gi ntlein m,” 
othei Behind sat Mis Meirv, snifl- ■ said fjaiiit, who was stout .inJ shoit 
mg beraiibe M«s F Jinei was olteiiii'; ' ol hieith, “emu t»i Hi uthampton 
Ihahei •^eulliLig luiltU 'J'he widow iiom Hijiith Miioa at the begiimi’K' ut 
was hlurde and lively, well die''‘id, \ \ugiist a little iwei 'i wei k igo Fie 
ol a tnost chi eiful dispcisilioii Jlei b.ul been m Hnutli Afiiia Joi 1 im 
' IstliPi cirkiinlj had befn a ehei st, ' jtais \ftei stopping two dajs at 
hut he h al liJt hci inono^ Her u is- huiitliamjdnn at Ihi Hhi}i Inn, the 
hand uudoiihtedlv htul hem an egn dma-tsl h idcouu to Ijoiidmi iiudhad 
and hulli'i nieiehant, but ho also bad talon up Ins iieiitiis in the (ruelph 
Iclt 111! well oil Mrs L’aliuci h.ui llidel, J<iin\ii Snut tli wiMt lu 
l>ooi\ hoiii aiidhiought up 111 Khantoii Ihi llioines pud m rs to Ins lailoi'< 
and hci late husband s iliuji htvl bet u loi i tu w on* (i1 , ind i. ilU d 'il non hi s 
in Wcsi-haieii Tluictoii shi Imd ' law\u Mt ^^lsl v\hu would «ive 
at neithi 1 place now that she was fut ' evidmei On \^<cliirsday U«-l, ihe 
and iich, but lived hei abode' at War- ' dvcu'ei' wiiruiioni riondon th it he 
gio\o,]nidwa\ hatw eon the tw'O town-. would hi down it c ight o'clock on 
Hhe went out i good dial and i-iiont ThulblU^ i\t lune 'llu w n' w .i- si iit 
liei iniKiiy Uc'ly But she nevu to Mns htioili , I'lil w i-. lakeii Iioni 
could get amongbii the county l.undie-. Iho liotil hv du piiKi who ,ei>t it, 
as w.is hei ambition I’liliaps hci lioiii tlic Si .ranu -• •> lelegi ipiioJhie ' 
liking fin Eea Htiodo was eoniieetid , “Whs aic you opim e ihoiittli'it 
with rho tact that thi giil was of utis h k giam ' “ asked e>'ioi)oi 
tociiiiic hnth With tile Lend ol tho ' ‘ 1 sluill e^pLllll lalei, su,” panted 

Manor- as he snould have hoen Joi ' (hum wipmu his t,v e, toi it w is hot 
a fathci, and an Bail s daiightci fui a m llu colln looni “Well lIku, 
molbei, E\a WAS as woII-Ihuu as any gtiPltmou ol the juiy, the deceased 
oue in the roiiiil\ lUilapiitriom hei ch uigcil Ins lunid, ib 1 haiiiud ftom 
Inith, Mis I’lline'i, kmiU^ and genial, | niqauicsat tin iioiel lie came down 
i^all} liked the gnlloi her own sake on W'^cduesdav evening instead of 
And Eva elsu was toiid of Ihomoti^, Thuisdav, and a' lived it the Wtst- 
protty widow, Uihoitgh Mis Meny haMii btation at six-thiity “ 

(imto dibappiuied ol the fticndship *' I'lut was tin, tiam lie intended to 
Inspector ( amt was piescnt, and come hv ou TliorBday’” asked a 
beside him sat ,i 1i ui, yellow-loccd ; jniiniaii 

man, who looked Ijkt> u. Inwjct and i '‘iVitiunly Ho changed the day 
was one He had pti'M-'ited hiinsf?ll I but not the tiaiii " 
at the ootcage, that \ei> luoiiiing as ' “Didn’t he send niiothui wire to 
Ml Mask, tho ’-nl’oiloi of the de- | Miss Htiodc notifying bis change oi 
ceoaed, and had buoi llu ought lUwvn hy ■ plan''* 

Gaviit to givo eiidi'ucc as to tlio I “Mo He Bent no wiie saying bo 
movemetiiB of Mt Btiode m loan, j would be dowii on \\ ednemlay. iPu* 
Biuoo hiH omvai fitim Afiien Eva j haps he denied to giie Miss Strode ii 
bad aakeil him about her latuic, Iiut ] pteabautHui^ise, At all events, Miss 
ha declined to say anything until the ■ Btiode did not expect him tdl Xhum* 
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da) night at oight She will gi^ e ovi'- came ovei. noxt morning Tbo doctor 
donee to tiiat ollcut Well, gentln- bafl examined the body, and will now 
men of the jmy, the deoetsed atTi\ed gi>e hits oviilenre " • 

at Westhayon h) the fur-thuty tram After tins witness lotued, T)r Orace 
on Wcdnesdiv, eonsoquent on hi-, appuaiod, and depobod that he hdd 
ebange of plan llo left the gieatci boon caJleil in to oxaintne the body 
put of hi> Inggcige at the unolpb of the deeca<iod The untoibiinato 
Jlutcl, and Ldine onl\ avith n iinall gentleman had been <ibot tliiouph the 
bag, lioiii winch it wonfd toeni tlnit luait, and mil at hitie boon jiilled 
hu intended to stop oiih tni the night initantannouslv Theru was also a 
As the bii!' was cisiU caitiiil, SCi (Icbh wound on thn iippoi pait ol thn 
Htioih deiulcd to walk ovot - * iighi aim, huie tlin ductoj piudnonl 

“Bat iL he aiiivi. I b/ the -.is-thiilv i hiillut “This I ustracted hnm the 

he wuiihl nut get to the cottaue* .u body. gentU inen, bnl the otlwr bullet 
eight, Mill I. |iiivin.iii caniiiit he found It must have meiol) 

“ No 1 can L sa\ wli> he wMiked upped the Hesb of the aim, and then 
-its ten miles A quick w.ilkei ha\f binind itselt in the tiecs ’ 
t^mld d> the cbbtinci 111 two hams 1 ' This bullet caiist'd the death ^ " 

lull. Ml Hlimle not bung - 1 \ tiling as | a-iked Mu coioni 1 * 

lie was, wa^ not a (|uick w like] | “fkitamly It pissid tliiough tlic 

ill I V( iits. Ill* \« liki cl \ poiti I who ; lieait I 1 vpuct ilio assissin hied 
oltiLid CO 'laki ins liag, md wis < iwu', and ini'ising h*s victnii .if the 
-iimliliid It a the lot pci son who ' (list < liot {iii.d agiin with a hiirui 

-aw him ' ,'1111 Fioia the naune nl the woiiiid 


“ Ih lu’t aui one <?ee hiiu on tin 
10 id to Waigic VI * " 

“ I c.in I sav Y( I f have found 
ur one who saw him lb skU M i 
Stiodi did not keep to the mid Ml 
llu> turn III willed along il In 
om‘ disi.iuei a’lil ilieii stiiuk ai ii%s 
C'lnlvcii ('oininon, to go to the Kcd 
l>ecpi Whc'tliei lie uiti iidid lo go 
llicti,’ .idilid the inspcutii, wiping 
Ills *iie again, 1 c in'i bu lint he 
was liWniil the 10 dead on Thmsdiy 
night l)y llif'i men, Arnold, laiohs, 
and W.ike Thosi' loiiiiil 1 caul m 
the posket glling the 11.11111 of the 
decOiiscd, .incl one ot them 1 ic ohs, 
then luuignisid the IhhU a-s Hint of 
Ml Idtioil' wboni he hud hs n tivi 
yens ptevtous The men look Uk 
bod) to the cottage ‘ind then went 
home " 

“ Wliy didn't the) inform the 
liolice ^ ” abkud tie coi onci 

Gairit stole a gl'uice at Wasp and 
suppiesBod a smile “ They will toll 
you that themsc. us, sii ” he saut 
"howevei, Mis Wiir^ found the 

S iheeman Tackson on Ins ruuudb 
to at Qigbt, and Ae want to tell 
Ml Wasp, a most zealous oflicci I I 


in Uu .urn, giiithinin, ' added Giacu, 
“1 nil inclined to think that the 
ditt.Hstd Inul his hack to tin asbassiu 
Hie liibl biillit the lost one, mind— 
skiniinLil ilong the llrsh of the aim 
The jM'i' would jcuikc llio deceased 
tuiii sliaiply lo f >u‘ the nsoassin, 
wlicneiipon the second shoe w'ai fiiiiil 
.mil j'assed tliiuu<'h Iho lieait 1 
think fioiii till condition of Uu> boil), 
ih.ii the iniinhi was oomuiittod at 
iiini' oVIoik on Wrduesd*) inght 
M* Ktiodi tna> haie gone to the 
(led niijic lo meet the assassin, and 
tf ii- have ' 

This ivii t ividciico,'’ iiiteiiuplisl 
lb, toionei abrupll) ‘ )uu cm sit 
do^n, f)i (iiacc*’’ 

Tins tile iloctoi dill, lutliri annoyed, 

I foi ho w'BH fond of he.iriug himself 
' chattel The tin (M. lalmiuois, Arnold, 

I Wake, and Jacobs, follow od, and 
I btatod libal they wont to the Boit 
Beeps to get a ciijiik fiom the spring 
It was about huH-jia-v ten whon ihey 
found tho IjoiI) It was Iving mai 
the spring, face down w aids They 
.took it up and iiom a cilcI learned it 
was that oi Mt Htiode Then the) 
took it to tho cottage and wemt liomo 
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“ Wh> didn 't } on mfoim tbo polu 0 
a jurjfnan oftLed Jaiobe 
Tlie biB niAii spiiti’heil his hpatl 
and looked nhrc|abli “ Well, you bop, 
poIieoiQAn VV .i<-p •> a <iliAip ono, lio 
19, and like as noli lii^d )ia\e tliuapht 
Wo'd kilfed rlio freuL We all three 
thought as y,t <J till ytp could see 
soGDebthei ^(‘ullLiniii like vourtelf ' 
Tliere vbi a simlu at this, and 
Wasp grow loiltlpi (liiiM he Uias “A 
tijflo too loueli /eil o>i the put of 
policciitan Wa'ip" iiid tho ooioiioi 
chyiy, "hilt >uu should ba\o givon 
notice You caiiirtl the body home 
betviiocn von, I suppose'*” 

" Yeh Tlieie was Arnold, ia\ df, 
and Wake than tlieio wat the h /' ! 
added the wiinc ss with lu‘Sit.i,tioii 1 
‘Hoy**’’ questioned tlie cotonii I 
flhaiply, ‘‘ what hoy " ' 

J leohs seintched his hejd igaiti I 
"I dunno sii A hoy pniied us ou ^ 
the edge ut the eoinmon noai N\ ai> 
gro\o, and, lio^-hke, wlitn ho sa« | 
\soVT a corpse ho follei od When we 1 

dropped the bcnly at the dour of 
Miseiy Oastlo ’ — the name ot Mis 
Meri'y’s nhodi pruv'oked .1 smile — 
"the hoy s<iid as lieM kii<Kk Uc 
knocked live times ” 


sat) me Sotutday As Gam was ilr' 
ihe house, gentlemen, leastways as 
rd sent bun fur a glove tor the 
wooden hand of the coip. the boy— 
Bntsey, he said his name was — told 
a he, which don't astonish me, seeing 
what boys aie 1 think ho was a 
Loudon boy, being shaip and ragged 
But ho ]ast t»ld the Jir, and before I 
could clout his heail for falsehoods, 
he skipped away ‘ 

“ Have >OU seen him sinoti ■* " 

“No, I ain't,' S0id Mis Meirj, 
“nrulwhen Ido I'll olonthiin, ( will ’ 
“ Dries your son know lum > ' 
"That he don’t Foi T aski d Caiii 
why he told the bo> to speak such a 
faKehiiuil heeihg theio was iiO nei<d 
Bub C)(un said hc'il tnlil nu oiu> to say 
as 1 i< was cuiniug, and that hi' lu- 
feiiderl to ste me hHidav and no 
Sitnrda^, is Ih U l\ing ln»\ ipoke ” 
Heie Iiispiitor Luiit iii'i>, and 
beirgcd that kli,>. HtrcMlu might he 
called, as shi c>)nld ItU something, 
Iieuing OP the hoy Bv.i looked 
souK'wiiiit astonished, as she had 
not seen Betsey However, she was 
swoin and duly gave her evidence 
‘ 'M y lath' t 1 aiue lioiue fioi.i South 
A* ica u\or a week ago in ibr Unhwh 


“M/hv live times •*’ queslinmd a 
juryman, while Bva stalled 

*I cin't bav, sit JBnt kno<k five 
times he ‘hd, and tlien ran away " 

“ Whflt kind <it A lioy was ho * ’ 

*' Jiibtanoi(|]nai> Iviy sii, ' ginntod 
the witness ‘save that ho seemed 
eiiarp He’d a vshite Ucu and a lot 
of red hftii - ” 

died Sri-t Meiij, lutei- 
ruptiug Iho pi fiei eiiings, “it’s Untsey ” 
“Do von know the boj a’ked 
the coroner "Uom'j and give your 
ovidenoe. Mis Metiv" 

The old vvomau, mueh ovciteil, 
kisasd ^e honk “ Know tho hf^'i* '* 
she said in her doklal voice * Lord 
Ues^you, Mxt Shakeilr, that being 
your name, sirt 1 don’t kn iw thi boy 
nOm 4 paitiidge But ui Friday 
mortung w came ko nm, end tuld me 
UB Caib* mv boy, gcnllcmen, and a 
wuiked Iray at tlmt— would eouie ri»1 


Cuadr lie wiute lo me hoin 
Sovlbampton haying he would bn 
dawn TTe then went to FjouiIoii apil 
stopped theie a week He did not 
vviite from Ijoudou but seni, two 
tclegiaiu>» " 

“ Two telegidiua, Baid the eoiout 1 

‘ One on Wedat sdaj ' 

* Yes, ’ said'tbo witness, “ and one 
on Thuisds^ night ' 

“But thats mipobsihle He was 
dead then, according to the mediral 
evulerice " 

“ Thai's what I eannot understand,” 
said Eva, glancing at tho inspector 
“ J evpeotvd him on Tlitirsday night 
at eight and hoidihnner ready 101 him 
Aftui waiting iiU after nme I was 
about to go tu bed when a telegraxih 
loessunger ainved lie gave me iho 
wire and said it^arnved at four, and 
should have been sent then It was 
from my fatbei, saying bo had post 



T//E JNQVEST 


ponod hi« domrture till the next day, 
Ftidav I wiooght it wa9 all nf;ht 
and went to bwl About twolve I 
waa awa&eoed by the £ve knocka of 
my dieam " 

*' What do you mean fay youi 
dream, Mibb Slrade '* ” 

ISra routed her dream, which 
oausod naeh ercitonienC “xVnd the 
five hnootn came Fou' *ioft and one 
bald,” bhe went on " [ sprang out 
of bed, and lan into the paswage 
Mrs Aleriy met mu with ihu news 
that niy futhei had been brought 
huine ileod Then I Attended to the 
body, wliilo Mrs Merry told laok^m, 
who wont to seo All Wiisp ’ 

, ‘‘ What did >on dowitliihe win ? ’ 
niked Iho onionfi looking peqilexud 
at till ■( stiange eoiitradictury e\ idence, 
.IS bi< well might 

** I g.i.\o It to Tiispe cloi liairit " 

' Hnv‘ it j-5,” snd the msjieetor 
pioduLing it, " when I wos lu town, 
I wort to the olfaoo whcnct* (his had 
hfen .lint It was the 8t James’s 
Htifi t ottic< wheio thu othii wire had 
lieen sent from 1 b atnt fioni a sniait 
opoiatoi that tho roiegiini liad been 
biought III by a lagged, lodhaind 
buy - ' , 

" But soy,' ciied Mis Aleity, lo'd 
mg liur shawl tightly round hei loan 
lorni 

' Se^" said (laiiit, nodding, " ap* 
piuently it is the same boy who joined 
the three men when they caiiiud tho 
boda home .md knocked five times” 

" And th" s.tmo bo^ ns told rue a 
he about I'airi,” oiied Mis Aleiiy, 

” what do you make of it all, 
gentlemen * " 

Alia Aleiry was rebuked, but the 
luiy and ooioner looked puziiled 
They could make nothing ot it 
Inquiry showed that Butsey hail 
vanibhud from tho neighbouiboorl 
Wasp deposed to having seen the lad 
“Bagged and white-faoed and ted- 
haiLoil he was,” sid Wobp, “ with a 
wicked ajo ” 

" 'WnAed u>es," corrected the , 
ooronei * • 

“ Eye,” snapped Wasp rospectfiill> , 


“he'd only one eye, but 'twas bright 
and wicked enough to be ttio 1 
abked him — on the Westhaven road 
—what he was doing there, ns we* 
didn't like vagrants He said he'd 
come from London to Westliaven 
with a Sunday school treat* I gave 
him a talkiug to, and he lan away 
m the dirootioti of Westhaven# Ob, 
sir,” added Wasp, obviou^v annoyed, 
if I'd only known about the knock- 
ing, and the iving to Mrs Meiry, and 
tho leloqruui, I'd have taken him in 
chaige ” • 

” Well, yon couldn't help it, know- 
ing no loason whv the lad sliould be • 
detained, ' s,ud the coinnor , ” but 
search foi him. Wasp” 

” At Westliiiveri I will wii Anil 
I'll st'Q aliont tho Hunday sohonl too 
Ho d bc> known to iho tosolicis ' 

Alia MniT^ snortod ” That's 
inothoi ho 1 dun t behove tho biot 
has luythiug to do with Sunday 
schools, begging your pardon, Mi 
Bhokrrloy Hos n Iiai,aml L don’t 
hblievo lus namoH Bnls^v nt all ” 

*• Well, well,” said tho roiouei 
impatiently, ' let ns got uii with the 
ii)quo.>t Wbatfuithoi evidence have 
you inspiotor^” 

“ r li.«o (o spo.xk,” STjd Mr Mask 
iNing and looking nion> yollow and 
piiin thin f \ ox as hi took the oath 
‘‘I am Mr Rfiodt’s legal lulvmoi Ho 
came to BC‘ nio two or thioo times 
wnilc ho W. 1 B in town He stated that 
hr WAS going down to Waigrov'O ” 

” On w’luif diy did he s,iy * " 

” On no paitiQular da> He f.ajiJ 
he would be going down soiuo tune, 
bub he was in no hurry ” 

“ Didn’t be tell vou bn was gomg 
down on Tbuihday ’’ ” 

“ No Ho never named the day ” 
Had he any idea of meeung with 
a violent doatli ’ '' 

" If he hod, he ccrtainl'v would not 
have come," eaul Mask giimly , my 
late client had a very good idea of 
looking after hift own Bbiii. Botheeer- 
tunh li’inted that ho whs in danger " 

" Exfdam yomeelf ' 

" He said that iC be cooldu'r come 
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Innifielf to tec mo a;^iin he would 
send tii8 wooden hand 
• The Loronpi looki d pu>sz]e<i 
* •* iVbat do jou mran ’ " 

“Mr BtHKli’," s,xicl Mask piimly, 
“ talked to me about bOiiic inonoy hr 
wished to plarr in my koopinf; I 
WOb to ({ixe it hack to him persouallx, 
oi wkon he '■eiit the -wooden hand 1 
uuderstoothfrom -vihat hu hinted that 
theie -n IS a ( hanc e h* imi'lit net into 
trouhle Bill lie explained nothinn 
1 II aUiay^ spoke little audio thupomt 
“Aiidjlinvc imi Rot ihe inone^ 

“Nil At' ti'ioilei didn't leave it 
Mith inc ' 

"Thill why did ho Kniail about 
Ills woudi n liiiiid ’ “ 

“ 1 expei r he intended to le,ii ^ the 
nioni \ with me whoti ht letuiiiid 
fioin ^\.^JR‘ole fio u would seem 
tbat'hc ukI nut t qxict anvtlnn}i to 
happen to him on his ^ isit to liis native 
placi 11 he hadexjK'oUd a tiaRidy, 
he would hare the money and the 
woixlon hand would have bteii the 
tok< n loi iiK to Rive lb " 

“ To whom, sir ^ " 

“To the puBon who hiomtht the 
Wi-Hidi n hand " 

‘ \i’d IiRt it been biouRht ^ ” 

"No But I uedoi stand fioin 


ont ftubher evidoneo hut neither 
Wasp nor Gariit could supply any 
moia witnesses The further the 
case was gono into, the moic luysto- 
nouB did it seem The money of the 
doceated v^s untoiiohed, so lobbery 
could not hiivi been tlie inotivo for 
the commission of theeinne Finally, 
aftei a vaia* iiidcavunr to penetiate 
the mystery, tho jniy hi ought in a 
viidii't of “ \ViIIul iiimdu jg.uimt 
some person oi peibons unknown ’ 

OHU'TIilt Mil 

V.M'W Mri 

Noriiixr new wa. disfoviud ‘flei 
th(‘ in(]U(->t, iltliougli iill iiiijuui>‘s 
wile made Butsi , liul vMmolud 
Hl w is ti leijd to Weslliavcij afti'i hii^ 
intcivibw ViiMi \V i«p, and lioiu iliar 
place hiul tikin llu Uiiii to Loiidon 
I Biiiaiti'i I Hiding it liiicipnol Strcn i 
Slatiuii.hi ilisipp. iiid ir>u» the woilil 
j ot hmiiinity, ind not even the illoits 
, of till lamdon )>olic' could hung him 
1 to light No wi a)ion h ul lx i n iuni d 
j mai the Ihd Peips ']>Lmg, nni miild 
j av> luotmaiks ho iliMiimd likulv to 
If ad to a d< tcction ot the assiissin 


InsjicLtot (iaiiit that the hand has ; 
been stolen ' 

' Di ai iiie dear me " Ml 
MhaKi 1 li V 1 libbed Ins hald hi ad 
iijitably " Tins cise js most 

poipK ong Wliii stole the liiiul ’ ' 

Mi FJdl Lamo fniwaid at this 
ftoini and lelated how he had gone 
into thu death ehamlier to find the 


Ml Btiode liarl been shot b\ some 
unknown pet son, and it bceinecl ao 
though tile ailair would hive to be 
iiligitod 10 the list uL myst^nous 
ciimts I'eihaps thr ■ibsercc of a 
reward had soiiictliing to do with 
the martivity displayed hy' Gariit 
ond W isp 

Jtut how oonld n lowaid Ixi oiteied 


hand goni. ilva drtuled tiow blio I -when Nv i haal no monev Aftei the 
had seoii the hand stili attauhed to | fund'd, and when tho dead man had 
thr aim at lawn, and Mis Meiiy been Ix’slnwcd in the fitiode -vault 
deposud tliat blit' saw' the hand -with ' uudm St Petal's Chutch, the lawyer 
(he Ixidv at nine o’clock These i calhd to bee the girl Ho told her 
witpobseswoic exhaustively oxamined, coldly, iind without displaying anv 
but nothing fiuther could be Icaintd sympathy, that her fathei had left no 

Ml JSuode had been shot thiough money iii his hands, and that ho 

heart, and the wooden hand had been oonld do nothing for hei Eva, bav- 

stolen, Jlut who had shot him, or mg been brought up m idleness, was 

who bad stolen tho hand, could not alaimcd at the piospeat before hei 
be dtsooveieJ She did notiknow whidi to do 

The Coroner r^d his best to bring “ 1 most earn my bnad m some 
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way,’ shja said to Mm Monv a week 
lalei, when oomiilbuig about wa]M 
and moan? *' I dan't be a buiden on 
jout Nann-y ’ 

"Deaiy,'' said the old woman, 
taking the gii] e hand within hei 
wibheml claws, “}oa ain't no bin- 
den, wbatcvui }ou may say Vou 
<>tay iUong with \oui om*Tiuiic, who • 
hives you. un' who his Ffty pound a I 
voa), tio biv nothing of the caatio and i 
till' Kml " I 

“ Flit, Nanny, T cant staj' on heie • 
fo) I'VOI " • I 

\tid you won't with th it beauty, ' j 
011(1 Mis Merij stunhlv , “ hli'bs you, I 
(liati. Mi \lhn will luatiY you ' 
s4.euj]C oil it you'll only »i\ the ' 
Wind I siw him in rhe iillige this I 
\pi , (liii.hii loot being ncail] well 
To til* sine be was vith his lelly-lisli 
of a p.i , but I took it kind nt him 
that 1 c stop 7 >i (1 mil spoke to me 
Ife inti to niiMii yoi' out of hand. 
Ml s Tvi 

‘ ! know, ' lUd tlio gill, flushing 
' I iieyi I d lubled Mien s lovl. blf 
li n .iski d J'K se\ei il limes sine e the 
11111 ( 1 ) 1 1 io b('(oiur Ilia wile liut my 
pool l)dli(i 

** I'ooi I uliii ' " ichoed Mis "Mdi^ 
in toms ol (oiitpiupt, “wiU, as ho 
was yoni pa aftci all, there amt 
nothing to be aaid, whatevei you 
may think. Mu- • Kva l^ut he w,ts a 
b.u» lo(V’ 

"Mis Men y , he'6 dead,' taid liiy,i 
11 liukingly 

The old woman luhlvjd h('t hands 
and tucked them nndi 7 b(i apion 
" I know that," said she with biight 
eyes, " and put 'Jongside that suller- 
ing saint your drar ina but ibcir 
souls yvoii't bt' togethci wlnilcroi you 
may tU*aiy Will, I'll say no 
moie Had be wis, and a bad end 
he come to 1 don’t weop foi him,’ 
added Mrs Mony viciously, "no 
more nor I’d wcop foi Giles if hi. 
was laid out, and a nasty corp ho'd 
make " 

Eiva ahuddoied "Don't bpeak 
like that ’’ * . 

■' Well then deary , t won't, mo not 
B a 


being wishful to make yout yjung 
blood inn oold But aa to wbat 
TOu II do, m just toll you what J'vn * , 
thought of, lying awake Tbero'e the 
empty loom ooiobs the passage wait- 
ing foi a lodgci , then the cowl’s luilk 
ean be sold, and tlieic’s gaiden fllnft 
by the bushel for sale. 1 might 
let out the meadow as a gia&ing 
giouiid, too," said Mis M'^ii'y, lub- 
bing hei nose thoughtfully "but that 
the cow a as greedy a cow as 1 cvei 
set eves on, an' I ve hod to do with 
'em All my bom days, Mios Fji« All 
this, lent free, mv dear, and hfky 
pounds in cash ioii 11 bo a i happy 
as a (jui*en liy ing liei o, singing like a 
bee And then when the yeai'a 
mourning is ovei — not as ho decrives 
it you’ll in my Mi Mien and all 
yyill lx* gay ’’ ^ 

" Deal Nanny,’ fsoidtlie gul, throw 
I lug h(i iitnsiound tin. old woniiui's 
neck, "how good you cie But, 
uiUii'Cl I lint ’ 

* Tlien y'ou must ni,iny ]\Ii Mien 
sti iiglit ayy ly 

I * 1 ( 111 t do Hut eitliei I riiust 
I eiin mv biead ’ 

j What” scioeched Mrs Mciry, 

I " and you a Ihuii kuly ' N( yej , th it 
sAuit would turn lu hii g'avi - ,inil I 
, woudei she doti t, sei mg siiu's laid 
, 'longsidt* him lie toituiKi liei when 
' ahye Tin ri s yoni titles, of lourse, 
i Jjinxl Ipbcn *ind las son ” 

I " 1 woulun’t take a pt‘Dn\ fioni 
I them,’ sA,d Kva ookmiiug "Tluy 
nryei took ,ii’ , notice of me when my, 

I fstlii r w M aliie, and 
I " lb* dnln t get on well with eni, ’ 
e'ud Mrs Meny, "and who did hi* 

I g(t on with, I a:k yon, demy * 

I TliciLrB Lady fpson • she Woiild have 
I mndo much of you, but foi him ' 
j " [ don’t like fiiiily Ip a>n, Nanny 
' Hbe c tiled heir, li you ietni>raber, 
when my motbur was ahi e I’m not 
I going to be patmuisrcJ by licr ’ > 

I “ Ab, Miss By a,' s.iid the old dami* 

I admiringly,." it s a bnc>, hnghi, haidy 
I Bpirit ol youi own aa youve got 
I liady l^u IS us old as 1 am, and 
makea heiseU up yoang with pant 
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jbaai things But shu hiv a 
^eatt When iLamrd of your 
porarty " 

gprang to bei foot “ No i no I 
nol" she oneii vehemontlj, “never 
mention hei to me ogam T would 
not M to inr rautliers family for 
bread if 1 waS btai ring What I eat, 
I'll earn ’’ 

“tell Allon so,” said Mrs 
Metiy, pticnng out of the window, 
“heie ho i.om(S His foot 'ull get 
worse, li he walk so fast,” aho added, 
mth hcfi ubual pcssunism 

Alien did not wait to entei in by 
thu dooi, but paused at the (^>en 
window befoio winch Eva was End- 
ing ITo looked ill and white and 
won led, but fats foot was hotter, 
though even now, he had to use a 
stio^, and walked slowly “ You 
bliould not have comi^ out to da},” 
Saul Eva, shaking her linger at hun 
‘ As Mis Mountain would not go 
to Mr Mahomet,” said Allen, hying 
to bTuile, “ Mr Mahomet had to ooino 
to Airs Mountain Watt till 1 come 
in, Kva,” and he dibappeared 
The gill liubitid heiself in atrang 
log au aiin-ohair with cushions, and 
inivHo lioi luvar sit down when he 
wub 111 the room “ Theia i you're 
muic comfortable ' Idhu eat down , 
Leude hun “ I'll get you a cop ot '■ 
tea” 

“Don't liothci,” luurmurod Allen, 
dlusing bis eyes 

“It'bnu bothci III riiiv caso Ua 
iwdl have to I'c Inought m Afio 
I'elcnir IS lOinitig lo sue me soon 
Bbe wantb to i ilk to uio ' 

*• What about ' " 

“ 1 can't say but she aske'l me 
pariioulai iy ti bu nii homo to-day 
We can have our talk first, though 
]>o lunoko, Allen ' 

'‘No I don’t feel inclined to 
srnokh ” 

‘•WiUyou liave some fruit ^ '' 

“No, thank you," he vud, so list 
lessly that Eva looked' st him in 
idaiin She noted how thin his face 
was, and how he had lost his eolour, 

” You do locfic til, AUeu. ’ 


Ho smiled faintly “ The foot has 
polled me down ” 

“ Axe you sure it's only the foot ? ” 
she inquired, posaled. 

“ What else should it be ^ ” adeed 
Allen quietly; “ you see I'm so usod 
to being m the open au, that a few 
days wtlnii* doors, soon takes my 
cofonr away But my foot is nearly 
well I'll soon be myself again. Bat, 
Eva,” ho took hei hand, “do you 
know why I come 
“ yos,’^sho said looking away, " to 
ask me again to bo your wife " 

“You have guessed ib the diet 
time,” rephod Allen, trying to Iio 
jocular, “this is the thud time of 
asking Come, Eva,” he adiled lOi. 
ingly, “have youcoDMdon«i what 1 
said/” 

“You want mo to lu.iny \ou il 
onoe,” she mui mured 

“Nost wodk, ir iMjsbililc Tlion 1 
can take you with luo ti* ^tjulh 
,\menoa, ami we tan stait a new hre, 
fax aw^ fiom those old vcvdtiod*^ 
Come, Eva Near the nnne, whtue I 
and PatkiiiS me woihug, tticic' a 
sleepy old tipanibh town win lo I cai> 
buy the most delightful ho 'riic 
ohroatp IS gloiinus, and we would be 
so happy You'll soon pick up tlie 
language ” 

“ But why do aou want me to loa>u 
England, Allen ^ ' 

UiU turned awav his bead as bo 
answered, ” 1 haven't enough money 
to krop you hpie in a pi over pobition,” 
ho said quietly, “My lather allows 
luo nothing, and will allow mo 
nothing 1 have to lain my own 
biuad, Evd, and to do have to live 
fot the time being in South Ameiiea 
I used to think it exile, but with you 
by my bide, dearest, it wiU be pw adibe 
f want to many you my mothei is 
engoi t«i welcome you as hei datightci, 
and-^ — ” 

“ And yoiu father,” said Eva, seeing 
he halted. 

Allen made agestnre of mdifierenoo 
“ My htthor dOf su't care one way or 
the other, darling. You should know 
by this time ileis wrapped 
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u)) in liira^lf Effotmm ii a disease 
with Iiini ’’ 

Evdi twiatod hei hands toqethu and 
frownt d '* Allen, T icaU> can’t many 
>on, ’ nho aBiddeoigivoly . “ think how 
my fathei was murder^ ' " 

“What has that i» do with it 
dcmancliad Allan almost ftjptcoly 
“Doar, how you In^^tinn dm 
Thera's no noad to .sooal in that 
nay Ton ha\o a taiupoi, Allou, I 
can see" 

" Tt shall novoi lie shown to you," 
he bail I fondly " Contr, E\a ’* * 

ilnb bIki still shook htr head 
"Allen, 1 hod small causa to love my 
Ijtlici, as you ktion f^tiil, he has 
lii^nii fnullv murdered 1 have raado 
iin i'i\ mind to tiiid out who kiUcd 
liiin hi fuu I niati-y " 

Ul( II lObc in spite of his weak 
aiikl> audiliiuf' away hei hand "Oh, 
Til 1,,' liu said touKhly, "is that n}! 
' on I nt, toi mo * \Iy happiness is to 
!)c SI ttltd in this yoiiuu yiAy " 

‘ \ .i(,Mic n.i\ 

• fVn iinly’ " fin'd Kill ojiatoilly, 
' will nia\ tiLM I IcAi n who killed yoiu 
Jiitli 1 Tl" ll•’1lloc,lse|^po[tiyld(!ll(x 
'■I show who “-hot him " 

J in,i\ tmd ButoC},’* bald E\j| 
lool.in;' ohstirialo 

‘ ^ L'u’ll iK'Vct tiiid him , and oven 
il you do, how do we know that he 
cm U>U^ ' 

" I (m certain that he can tell 
uiiicli, said Miss Stiodndi'ternutiedly 
‘ Tlimk, Vlleu lie sent tbu telngi uu 
piohably b> uidei of .my fatbei’s 
enemy Ue came buddenlv on those 
wen it miibuKht when they woie 
can \ inii tho body What yvas a wliild 
hko that dnin}$ ont so late, if bu wasn’t 
Iiiifc up to luisohiel by some othei 
potfion^ Atidheknookodashappeiud 
in my dicaro, imeuibei,’' she said, 
BinkiDg her voice , " and then he came 
here with a lymif uiebSiigo on the \eiy 
day my fatlier'a wood'^n band was 
btoleii ' 

** Do you think ho stoic it ' ’’ 

" Yes, I do , though^wliy be should 
hohave «o I can’t say But 4 *tra quite 
bure tliat Butmy ii acting oa behalf 


of some other persott'-^proltably the 
man who ktUed iny father" ^ 

Allen shrugged hia shouldera fi own- < 
ingly "Perhaps Butsey killed Mr 
Strode himself," he said, " he hae all 
the procooity of a anuiinal " • 

“ We might ovi n leain that,'’roplied 
By a. annoyed by.VUen'b tone, ‘.‘but 
L am quite bent on sourohing br this 
boy and of luaining wbo*^led my 
fathm and why ho was killed." 

“ flow will you set aboutit ^ " asked 
Vilen sullenly ' 

" I don't kuow 1 have nef money 
and no influence, and J am only a giil 
But rU learn tlio tiuib somehow ^ 

Hill walked up and down the hitle 
loom with a blight hmp, though hts 
loot was much better and gave hitii no 
pain. He was annoyed tliat Kvh 
shonld bo bo bent on avongmgstbu 
inuidci of licr Jatbei, fox ho qmte 
agiead with Mis Meny that tho man 
was not worth it But ho knew tliat 
Eva had a niubsh vein m her natnie, 
oud from the look cm hor face ancl 
from tho liaid tcuu s of her voice, ho 
was suie she would not lie oauly 
turned hum hei dt'sigu I 'or a few 
miuutoB he thoiighi in silence, Eva 
watching him mUntly Ftirn he 
turned suddenly " Kv n, m\ dcai," bu 
atud, bolding out Ins liainis, "utice 
you flio so bent upon kaining tlm 
liuth leave it in mv hands I'll be 
hotici able to bee aliout the matter 
thini \oti Viid jl L laid out who 
killed y Ui Uthii - 
‘ I’jfrj.uiv yoiiatonce* "sbcoii«l,* 
and (till w beibelf into bib aniih 
“I ho)K> so,' said \IIen ui a chokcHl 
vi u c ' 1 11 do my licst, Kva , no man 
cm do niiur But if 1 fail, yon must 
m 11 ly me ileie, I'll make a bolgain 
viitb you If 1 can t hnd tho aMsasbin 
within a year, will vou givf over this 
idea ind borome my wife ^ " 

“'Veb,” said Eva fiaukly, "but f 
iiDi Cl itdin that the man will be fuiihd 
rbiough that boy Butsev " 

"He has to he toiind first," said 
AUcu with a sigh, "and that is no 
easy task Wfll, Eva, f 11 aottlo luv 
aflaub and atari on thiV scat eh ” 
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“'^ur ' baiil E\di m a Irtine man is caUod Iifark — and ho is in 

jof snnriRo toi^n now Ue has just ooine tram 

• * " Ah,*' said l]ie xmn^ man bmihng, Boulh Afnca, so ho may know of 
“you have iCfn nit uI'l ioi f>o long jour fathoi’s doings theie" 
thafc }oi] think I hdiic nothing to do “Ob," hha looked excited, “and 
But J hQvu to Lot 1>ai k soon to liolivia he may he able U) say who killod 
My fnpnd Paikins iiid 1 arc woiking him ! ’ 

an old sihot iiiinc loi aBpanHh Don Allen ftliruggcd bia shonldeis “ I 
But vio disc o\t i)d unotlioi and nchei don’t say Chat Your father may 
lamo olio^n tu mo lj\ .in Indian T have had enemies lU JhigldJid as well 
behove iln i',nctk('dliuni1redsofY(-aia ! asinAliica Itut-ae’ll sie 1 have 
ago 1)\ iho Inca tings Paikins and i ticrci met Iloiace Pai kins, hat it he's 
i cnn'lniy il, but ViC h.i\o not the ■ as good a fellow as Ins biothei Maik, 
mmici * I eariT home lo seo if mj < m;/ ehum and partnoi , do all ho 
father woulii help me But I inighi, I e.i»i to help mo ' 
have -.piiid myself the tmulile ho | “1 am suie you will succeed, 

letiised it once Bince then ' havo I \lhu. ' tiied llva |oj hilly , ‘look 
been trying .ill these monllis h nda I how things ai o tiUinuui Mi raikins, 
capitiilisl, hilt .IS yet 1 hive not l>o(ii | coining tioni Vlrua, is ^Uii thi pel son 
SiiCC.'ssfiil Ihit I’ll get hull -lOon, I lo know .(.bout my falbei ’’ 
amlthen P«ikum and I will buy the ' Young Hill haul uotlnn'' Hu 
mine, and make out luitunoi 1 wiih ■ lancicd that llui uvi l'.iilms might 
you’d give up llu‘ wiUi goose cliw Know mon .ihout Ali Stiode fban 
alUr youi label's inuukiit ,ind lul , Kva would IiKf to ht.u, foi >1 llu 
us go to JJoliviti j m in \» ,i , so gn .it t sc imp ui Tngl ind, 

"No,* Slid Kva, "1 imi-,t le.iiTi the I lieititiunli von'd nol setth down lo 
tiulh r would iievoi. he h.ippy if 1 I ,i losjicchiblc hte m tie wilds How 

died without knowing wlio kilUd luv > cvei lie s,iid iiotlnng on this po< a, 

fatlin, and why he w.is kilh d but imieh iiit< iiti d his promise to 

‘ A\r11, thin 111 do iu> best I ; hnd mil who miildt )r d lioherl Minde 
bfiie wiiltcn to Vaikiiis isknig hi'ntn ' then duw I'.va dov.n In '.idu h'ln 
give me anothei si\ moiilhs tu lirul a ] "\Sh.il uhont voniself’ ’ hi .isked 
oapiUhst ind 1 shill Imie to tiki .lusioiislv 

loonib in Ijondon AMiilo theie TU ‘ 1 don t know Mis Meiiy wantb 

look at the -.Auif lure 1(11 Butsev and me to stop lieu ’ 
iwhaps in*i\ leaiu the truth But if I "1 should lliink that ib the best 
1 don t-. — ’’ iliing to du 

' I’ll iiiAiij lull, it yuii don’t (uid * " liut T « in t/’ieplirdhlva, shaking 

cthe ahSa^-sin in a vein ’’ s,ud Bi,i lui Ueuil, “^lis Meiiy is poor I 
emhiaciug Imn ‘ Ah, Allen, don t. cint Im od hei " 

look so angiv 1 don't want you to “1 tuliniie yunr spinl, Hva, but T 

seaiih all Ufe hut onu yeai — don t think Mis Meiiy would think 
twelve months • you weie doing bei anything but 

“Then it’s a iMigoin,” s,iid Allen houoiii ' 
kissing hci , “.inil,hv thowav Ibhali ‘ Ml the moio leasonJ should not 
have the asnslanu of Barkinb’b ' tako odvanlago ot hei kindness " 
brother " Allen laug^d “ You argue well,' 

“ Wild IS ho '* " <isl (h 1 I'lv,a , *' I he said indiilgoutly “ But see heie, 

ddn t 'want every one to ' dearest My mother is fond of you, 

" Ob, tliat’b all right Paikins teUs and knows your position, Bhe wonti 
me hiB htoihci is shrewd and clever i you to eoino to bci " 

1 may ns well have bis sssistano^ , “Oh, Allen, it she were alone T 
Besides. 1 got a leitei hnm Hoiaee | would lo've to^ I am iciy devoted to 
Paikms— that's the brother, for my i your mother But yout futliei — - " 
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“ He won t mincl ’’ 

“But 1 do/' bud E\a, Ler ouloui 
TiMiug “ r don’t like to say to to 
you, Ulrn, but T luii**! “ 

“ Say what ^ " 

“ That I don’t like youi father veiy 
muoh ” 

“ Thgit means you dotiph like him at 
all," said the son cooil} * “iJeu luc, 
TiVa, what unphaiant patents >oii 
and r have Youi fathci and luint" 
ucithci veryiiopulai IluL ^ou won't 
coine'^” 

“ r ean’l \lloi» ' • 

“ Vou know my/atliti is \oiit dc‘id 
lathei’s di'iiiest liioal 

“ All the bumu I < d u t < ouie 
■ ' A\hat will }ou do, then ’ Lsked 
Vilen \LVi'd 

‘ (lu out as it,t»viinesh 

“No, ^on'inist not do tlhit Whs 

I’OL 

111 foil AUuo couM piopi'-,e anj- 
Ihin^ llio door ujieiitd and Mib 
kUiiv, wifb a floui lace, iisheied in 
Mis iViIniot Thu widow looked 
pi utiiet and In igliU i than i vf i , though 
Lathei toinmonpLicc With a dis- 
dnnlul suilt Mis Mcii} bangid ih< 
doot 

‘ 1 j\i, dial,’ '-.ud Ml- Palniwr 
‘ kli Hill, hiiw ue sou ’ I >i' codh 
oil nrsiriess *’ 

‘ Liiismess ' »xid Hsj suipnsed 

“ Yf,s Pardon me being to aluujit, 
blit if*r doD t ask joii now I'll lia* 
coiixagu f want }on to lunu and he 
ni\ companion " 


CHXPTER J’i 

TH13 M\hri lilOVS Pthf I n 

Bo beie was a wsv opened b\ Pio- 
\ideiice in an uiiixpeclcd diieution 
Mis. Palmet, with a high cxilour and 
lather a neivous look, htood waiting 
for Eva’s leply The giil looked at 
hei lo\ei^ hut ,V1, n, voiy wiboly, said 
nothing ile thonght that thin wan 
a matter which Eva bhould settle 
for herself But b!h w^s secietly 
amused at the abiupt way m whiofi 


I the little widow bid spoken It 
I soomod as though she was oslftng a 
I fa\oui instead ol confeinng one*. 
Miss Stiode was the Aist of thu tbiee 
to lecoiui, and then she did not leply 
immediately She first wanted to 
knowwli} \lis PaJmei had made so 
gum roub an othi 

I l>o sit dc>wu, sbu bald, pu4hing 
foiw lid a chan, ‘and than wo can 
tilk tin u< ittci oici 1 need nut tell 

i ' rou that I iiii -VC'} lliankfal foi youi 
,uid ollei ' 

I “ Oh, iii\ di It , ’ Mu I'lilmer sank 
j into ilie ch,vir, and lainied hotseli 
I with a laoi baiidkeichieJ, ‘‘il >ou 
, accept it It IS [ who shall bo thank- 
, fill 1 do hate living bv uivself, and 
, 1 \e ri. vci been ihii to hnu a com- 
' painoii 1 liked But you, de.u Eva, 
hai L alw i,\ s be i n i pet oi ni]n|^ t 
J have known you loi foul ^lars/aud 
, 1 alvv.iys dnl tLiiik vou Uu very, 
d(.ui'Sb oi (.Ills It \uu will only 
come w< sliill 1h» so happy ’ 

“But idiit miki-s you think that I 
waul to he any one s i oni]). nioii ' " 

Mis P.dniei loloiui d and Luighud 
I nuMiu l> She uas \r IV pi< Ity, Inic 
, with hi i pink ind wlnii (cnupleviim 
' uid f] iven Inn and pale Mui c>ls 
,I ii look(d 1 il-« a w I' itoll Any ono 
could SCO at a gliine that site was 
p. 1 h cil > honesi So shallow a natluo 
w.is iiicap,ihli ol plctliiig, 'll of Aoliiig 
I 111 I, double l,is}iion Yi 1 , 1 j\ i wori- 
ilritd all lhi‘ -aine that Uie widow 
I shoiiM h \e III me hei ,o ,dirupl 'i 
j pi'ipo'aJ So lai .lb aht kiievi,tiO ouo 
was awaie ili.it wai in w.iQt ol 
money, and it v(.(.]uo(j sliaugo if 
I pioviih iiti d th.it Mrs f^iltud rhould 
loiiir jij the vciy nick of timo to In Ip 
lici m thi 1 w IV 

" Will, my Sear, ‘ shn said d length 
and looking it hot immiu^o-hacd 
glove s, “it Will L'jid SilUi-i who led 
me to m.ike tliu oifei ’’ 

“My coubin ' Eva li owned aand 
Alkiilookodnp ' J >o you know him 
“ Oil, ves [)idn t I iiit nuoii that 
.1 did-J ■ 

“No J was not awaie that you 
bad evci met ' ■ 
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** We did in lov^ iiboiiii i j <‘ui ago 
X mia him only oucl J was at 

,*Mx to dmuf'i Bmcu then 1 

have bol ^een him uaiil tbc other 
d^y, and perhaps that wjs 'whv X baad 
nothing I rt niuinher yon tuld ino 
he «&8 coii*»ii, Eva, but I quite 
forgot to that I knew him ” 

‘'I>o you know Mi Maak^ ” asked 
Hill 

"Of LoiiiM r do You know I 
miartelhd with 111/ old lawyei about 
toe moiu'v 1 ( ft hv Palmur Ue war 
most iLsngit'ealil* , so I TeaoIvuJ to 
olmngc fui a iikii mail I Rpoko to 
youi lather ibunt it, and hu kmdly 
gave iu(' the <uldiesH of )>ib own 1 '* wyet 
1 Wtiut up .ind settled thio^ mo-st 
satihfaicton]) Oi (uutbe Mr >1 isk 11 
a fearful old niumin)," pj at tied on 
Mrh P.dmei m hii any fashion, "but 
hu IS agieeahle ovor legal matters 
and andeistand*! busiuisa Pilmii'a 
atfuizs wcie iitlur couiplieati d, vnu 
know, HO I placed them all Mi 
Mask’s hands lie has been rnv 
lawyer ever bince, nud I have every 
reasQU to ho pleased ' 

“And you mot iny cousin Uioit * ' 
sbtd Evn doublfiiUy 

“ Ijord S.ilkus ' Yes I was dminq 
with Ml Mask and Ins wife in fheu 
BIooDisbuiy Sqiiaie lioiibc, n doleiiil 
old plaeo Ijoid Saltais caiui in to 
SCO Mr Mask on bnsiaess altoi dinner, 
so Ml Mask asked him in to dunk 
cottoi' [ was tlnu , and so we met " 
"Jhdhuiiuiitionniynaaie ' 'iisketl 
^Mias Stioile stilPy 

‘Oh deal, no Ue was unawnie 
t!.at I lived 111 the oanie village as you 
dtd Wo tolkcil about goneial tilings 
But ho mentioned it to me the othei 
night at the cirrus, when I wont to 
see the porlmmauro .it Shanton ” 

“ Old yon go theie ’ ’ 

“ Yes, my dear, 1 did,’’ said Mrs 
Palmer, laughing “ I in sure this 
plaso is dull enough ^ny amiibo- 
meot pleasKts me. Idirtn'tknowatthe 
time mat your father was dead, Bva, 
or 1 should not have gone- -not thaf 
I knew Mr Strode, but still, you are 
tuy (nend, and^I should hive come to 


comfort you But yon know I m at 
the other end of tho village, and the 
news had not tune to get to me bcfoiu 
T btsrtcd for Ehanton to luncheon 
with some fiiends I remoiued with 
thorn for the night, and we went to 
the CHOUS Iiord S.iltarB B.vt next to 
me, .ind we iLmcmlnired that wo hod 
mid licfoic* In the course of con- 
Vi 1 buitjou I mentioned that I lived at 
Wargiovo, ind lie iskod if I knew 
you 1 said that I did ’ 

"JTiiw did fjoid S.iltAis know of 
ih>* uiuidc 1 ^ ’ askt d Mica ]iv-«hlv 

"J hchi VI' hb learned it l>oiu one 
of the piiftuniiub eullid Mits- - ” 

“ifiBs l-niiy,' s,>id Kv.i, loloui- 
ijig — •> ] leniiinhii Ouu told her, 
•iiid she. had the iud.icit, fu spi ak to 
me 

Vilen suil noLhiii", iem< nihoiiug 
the oicssaee Miss Luiry hail iltliveicil 
II lativp to thewomlim luiul fJe had 
not spoken of it to Hvi hiHioilo, tnid 
ilioughl wisely that this wn^ not llio 
time to lov'eal his knowledgii Ifi 
pictured to listen lo Mrs 1 ',iliin, 
who .IS yet hail out shown bow siir 
came to know' that K1V.1 iienltHl the 
olfet ot a bilual'dii 
^.‘•So Miss fjciiiy spoke to von/ 
Slid Mi-> J’ahnei 'vith gie itciuiouilv , 
“snih a hold i.oir>’in, though hand 
lOuic cii'iiigh lioiil Salt 11 s seems to 
tliink a lot of hei Indeed I hemil a 
luinuni that ho was about to many 
her My liiundbtolil me But pnople 
will gossip,” added Mis Palmer 
apulogptiu illy 

“JiOid bariniR and bis doings do 
not mtorost nip,” said Eva coldly 
“ Wf have only met once, and I don t 
like him Ifo is too fast foi me I 
could novor onjoy tho company of a 
man like that I think as ho was 
relate fl by inaniage to my father, he 
might hai Q called to see me about the 
matter, and ofkiipd his asaistom e ” 

“Wo can do without that,” cned 
Allen quickly 

“Jjoid SaltivtB doesn't know that 
we can,” jpphed Bva sbaiply , “ how- 
ever, 1 uniloLsIhiid liow yon met him, 
Mrs. Pudmer, and how he came to 
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know about the mm dm tliioagh &[i8fa 
Lioirv, wim heard ol it Irom Oain. 
Bnt what lias all this to do with your 
aiJang me to be your companion ? *' 
Mrs Palmer colomed agun and 
seemed embauobsed “My d&jt/* 
bhe said seriously, “T shall hove to 
tell you about Mr hrs^ that 

you mly kuuw all Alter the inquest 
ho called to see mo——’' 

" But ho came here, ’ put in Eva 
“ Quite so, and told yon that youi 
fdtlier had left no money ' 

“ flow do > ou know that t" , 

“ Ml Mask told Qio, ' said the 
widow simply, .ind laid bei hand on 
Eva's hand, “dorit be anoiy, my 
deal Ml Mask cauio to me onu 
told nio \r)u woio ]nioi He asked 
me it I would hr Ip sou in nhat w ly 
1 eijiild, i ho sjid he kn< w I was 
iicli and kind lieaited I am ihu 
lust, hut I i< ally dou t know il 1 m 
the last ' 

‘ i thiiik you oie,’ sanl Miss 
Strode softly ‘ I nevoi gavo Mt 
Mask leave to ulb of my business, 
iitid L dun t know why he sliould have 
done bo, as he did not si om to care 
vvliab became of mo ’ 

‘ Dll, hut 1 think he intended to 
help \uu il he could, and < uiie to tul 
me ot yom dilemma for that jniipose. 
Eva ' 

" Apparently he wished tn pi «y the 
part qt a good Bainaiitan at your 
expense. Mis Pcilmoi, said Eva 
dryly , “ bowi^ei , I understand how 
you came to know that 1 ueidod 

assistance, hut Tiord Sultars ” 

“ Ah ' ” uiod the widow vivnciousl}', 
“that IS what puzzles inr laird 
Saltais beems to think you uie iich ’ 

“ Jtioh ■’ ’ echoed Allen, while Eva 
also looked siupnsed 

“ Yeb He said you would no doubt 
inheiit your fathei'a money I an- 
swered— pardon mo, Eva — that Mr 
Strode was not iioh, fur 1 heard so in 
another quarter ' 

Eva li^ed at Allen, and ikllen at 
Eva, Both guessed that the quarter 
indicated was Mr MiHf ,wbo had a 
long tongue and small disoietiou 


Mrs Palmeir however, iievei noHoed 
the exohanm of glances, and prattled 
on ** Ijoiu Baltots insisted that yens 
father had brought home a fortune* 
£rom Atnca” 

“ How did he know that “ asked 
Alien quickly * 

“ 1 don’t know, ho didn't say J of 
oouTbe began to believ e hun, foravhon 
1 hinted dunhts, Iiord IJaltars said 
that if T ofTei ul to hnlp yon, I would 
learn that you weio pool I really 
thought you were iicn, Evu, till Mr 
Alask came to me, oi 1 shoplil have 
come Ixdoiu to make you this oflor 
But Ml Mask undt‘reivud mo 1 told , 
him wh,it Loid Kaltius had said, but 
Mr Monk replied that his lunlslup 
was (juito winiig-tliat Mi Btiode 
luul loft no nioiioy, ind t>iat you 
would not bp uhli tnlivo llheiefoxe 
(Simr to ask yon to bn my compfluon 
at tlip salaiy nt or» liundied a yiu 
1 iloii’t know bow [ diu o offer it, my 
dear,’ said the good-lioarteil widow , 
and if 1 hadn’t siwken ]nut whou 1 
came in, I snould not have h.K) the 
couiagp But now I have m xdo the 
otlu, wbat do you say " 

“ t think it '6 very good und kind 
ol you — 

'knil hold ^I'S, J can si e it in 
youi pyi s- vpij wjipukin/ eyes they 
I aie that you Ihuik 1 am bold m 
j meddling with ynui pnvate aUaiis 
I But li you leally iliiiik so, please 
I forgive 1 U 0 .vnd f’ll go away You 
may lie suie 111 hold my tongue 
I about the luattir It every ono thinka 
I von me nch -as they do — it la not 
) Irii me to umliodiLt them " 

I Eva laugbinl ratbci sadly ‘ I 
! ically don’t know why people think 
I I am iicli,' bhe said ui a low voiot' , 

' *‘my father lias always been pool 
through speoulatiou Wliat his money 
•dloirs wpio when ho caino home 1 
don’t know Ho and nothuig to me, 
and no papers were found .it tlu hotel 
or in bin pockets, likely to throw hgbt 
; on them He never told Mt< Mask 
I he was nch ’’ 

I* "I thought at the inqi.ebt Mr. 

! MaiA said bomethiiyg about money 
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bomg left in hie cbiUgc, E\a '* " Bud 
AUeiP 

• Miss Bttode nodded “ My faUior 
mentioned that luli'i he might give 
Ml Mask some inoiu,\ to hold fur 
him, nnd that ho would come again 
himself *to t,et u If not, he would 
send his woiHlen hand as a ugn that 
the uoui 1 should ho handed ovei to 
ail} one <v*io hi ought it” 

“Tfitmph, ■••lid Alim pulliug his 
monstiielie, ‘ iL dOCIiis to me that 
the h 1,1111 li.'s been stolen fui that 

" If so 11 will 1)0 ta) ('ll to Ml Mask, 
arid Ihdi \vi ivill K un who stulc 
it Ihit oi eoiiise Mi M i k v 'll not 
be ahle to <<i\( ail} tnoney, s my 
f.iLhei so he bOid novel h '•• aii> 
With him 

“This 1, L.I 1 most interrstiug and 
111 ylteiious ” said Mis l\diiioi * Oh 
drai mo f wonder who killed }oui 
pool iathei ’ lion t look <ui\ious, 
Kva, whal }oa and Hill s,*}, will 
iie\ei be repeated hy n>p All 1 eoine 
lor IS to niaJfo this ofht, and it }on 
think ni( lude oi nihnfenng [ c<tn 
Old} ft'KiIogiso and withdiaw ‘ 
l^iVa caught Uio widow h} tin liaiid 
‘ I Ihiuk >ou aiu lery kind ' she said 
coiduilly, “and T thankfully .iccupt 
\om oltoi ' 

“Oh, >ou deal t,ul ' ' and Mi*- 
I'ahiiPi Lnilnacud litsi 

“Have >ou (|UiU decided to do 
that, lha ’ ' ask'sl Alien 

"OuiU’,' shi aiiswLroil tiiiiil} 

"Mis r<jliuei likes me ' 

* ‘ T (jiiitu .ulorc }uu, 11 va, iluai * ” 
uird the widow 

And I um fond of hei ” 

" I know }o’i aie deal, though you 
nevoi woidrt tall me flunstiiiica ' 

" IjttUii T n'A} t dl you Constaiioe,” 
said Rva Bniihi.g it the simple wav 
m which Mis rdnioi talked “So 
von limy look upon it is settled I 
Biiajl eoine to be }oui Luinpaiiion 
whenever yon liko ' 

“ Como at onoo, iIgoi '' 

“ No, ( mast wait Imie i few days 
to lerunule luy old nuise to my 
depuiaie " . 


“Mrs Mciiy^ Oh, Eva. I am 
ahald she will hate mu foi this Sho 
doesn't hko me as it is 1 don't know 
why,” added Mrs Valmei doleful!} “I 
am always poUtc to the lower ordciB ” 

“ Mis Meiiy is an odd woman," 
said Eva nsuig, " but hpi hoort is in 
the right place " 

*' O^ pedplo's heal ts alw ays ate,” 
Slid thn widow 

” Wait lit-rc. and hilk lo Mh u, ' said 
Eva going to the dooi ” I'll see 
about te.i ‘ 

Jhit tho fact Is iiVa waiit'^d to talk 
to Mis Ml ri V , (uisuius to gel o\t*i •! 
disagieeuhle inteiviow, as slip knew 
thi*ip wuiild bo -.ti cinioii^ opposition 
Fobti niipii-i hijWLiLi, ITis Mi'iiy 
w ii m tavuiii uf the sdicnu and 
I annoiiJiLid iici dicision wIji.ii Eva 
came to Inc kite he n 

*' Don t toll nip wbunl it, M' .“J Hv i," 
blip said, ' lot I h id my c •!> to tlip 
key hi Ic ,lI1 till tunc 

” Ob, inuy ' ’ 

'* Vnd why do you iiv ’^hat * 
iskcd ebu old wniiiin hii^l'ii. , ■ it f 
un’t got tiir' light to lo )k ilrn you 
who Ins'* I ijp\«i en il loi Uiai 
Mis L’.iluiii IS (oiiiniiu (^1 eoiii- 
IJIUlV bt, lO I Ilbi...il"d to Llllll wli if 
she d 1 onic 'iihfiat " 

Tlipo yuu know all Whal do 
yo’i sa\ 

j “ fin, ol com a 
I “ l)Ut, Nanny , I thought- i " 

J '* 1 ki’ov» }oiiilu1, (it iiy, satJ Mrs 
I Mpii \ pi nitpiitly “ I'm alwavb i ill 
j ing folk nanucl by reason of iri} 

I having bin put on in life And Mis 
j i’ahapi is (otuuicui — theie’s no duny- 
' mg - het f ithei being a (dieinist and 
hri latp husband rggb and bnttor 
But she's got a kind hpai t, thongli T 
don't sop what right that Ma^ thing 
had to talk to her uf }uui being pool 
when I've got this loof and fifty 
pound Nasty creatuie, he wunldu t 
help you J3ut Mrs Balmci is kind, 
Miss Eva, so I say, take what she 
ottoTS You'll be neai me, and pei- 
baps you 11 bo able to teach hei 
BumneTB, ,thou{th you'll neyer make 
, a sdk piitae out of a swine b eur ’ 
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Eva vroB &qi piispd by this Rurrendei, 
and tqojpovei saw that Mis Menu's 
eyes wrip rod In bur handR 
held a lettei, and Eva lemcnibeiod 
that the poet had called nn honz 
befoio " Jlave you hod had news, 
Nanny '' she ashed uiiMoual) 

“I |mt a lettc’i horn •(! lies.' 6aid 
Mis Wojry dully, "he Elites horn 
Whiter hapol, sa^iiii' he'b down on Ins 
luck and nu} i ouie liruou Thai s 
whv I ivant yciii fo go lo Mis riilmin, 
deary I can t kup )ou In u‘ with a 
nastv, s\‘c*iUin>» jail hud in 'li< liouho 
Oh dill me,' cl list Mis Mom 
Imrsting iiito ti ns, ‘and I thought 
Olios WAS do id, sviiiiic'tii ^oii may 
tliali hirii' ' 

"Bui, Narnii, miu mcdiit hue 
him JU the lioUsi n l,c In. its >uii 
hiwJlv Tills pl.iic IS join own” 

"J must Jiiiv* him,’’ sjid tlio old 
woihaii hiliilo> l\, ' dsc In ‘II hu.il 
tla W'lidcis iimi disgitUi nn holoj.( 
cvciN OIK >011 don I know wluf .in 
.iwt<d m in he is whi n lousod IIo d 
Tiiuidii in< if 1 cl isscd him Hut to 
Ihiuk In bhould tiiiii up .ilu 1 all 
till',. }(.iii wl'di I tlnniuld him as 
d« idiiiidhiUKil .lod lioiiK' pimishiiJ 
fur Ins wjcktduL s ^ 

“TsaiJiiV. ' Tiid kissiri f tin 

pool WMiiklod *■ 1 11 ,p( ik lo \ou 
JaUr .thout tills Miinvhili 111 till 
Mis P.'iilmoi that 1 acerpt hoi ofhi 
">«> do, iksiiy It >^oes to I’lV 
boat I tur you lo lo.ivr Ihit 'lis Ik r.li x 
so, and }ou’U haii lui.i luulo s.iUs- 
hed And it will bt Ohiistiaii woik," 
added Mis Meiiv, "to dioss thit 
widdcr piop^’ily H.iiiibiws amt in 
it, with the coluuis she puis on ' 
lj\a oc.uld nut Ik Ip smihiic' at this 
view nt the luattGi, and witbdicw to 
evou«e herbolf ofleimg ioa to Mis 
Palmer Nanny was not i.i a flt.i1o 
to make tea, and Ei.i tvishtsi toiotu'ii 
and Icom uioie, also to comfoit het 
Bho thtiicfon agam tr>ld >lis I'alinei 
that blie acieptei, (be otfoi and would 
come to hpi next week Then t.ikiiig 
leave of Allen, Eva went back to the 
kitchtii Mis PalmSi and hei ooiii- 
panion walked down the load 


“ I hope yon think I vo noted rightly, 
Ml Hill,” BOid the w'ldow * 

" T ililnk you atr mout Lind,’ saicb ^ 
Allen, " anil J hope you will make * 
I Eva hapjiy ' 

I “111 do my best She bhill Im a 
I siHtor to mo Hut I tlimk,” sltid Mrs 

• Palmei aichly, "ihat sodic ono clbe 

miy *n*ike lisi hijipioi " • 

I " Th it IS not to bo my l>itc at 
1 piosi lit, ’ s.iid Allen .i little sadly 
, (Jood-h\o, Mrs rjliiin I’U couio 
[ andbooyou and Ilva botom I go to 

I tiOWII ” • 

! '• You’ll A^wavs be weluoino, Mi 

' Hill, ami 1 cluJ pU\ the p.irt nt goose* 
beiiv ' So tliov linih d lauginiig 
< .Vllcii, tlimknig ol ibi ^ tniii in Era's 
itiaus whu'b liul given lict a home 
‘ and .n. kirnl woni.ui to look alLoi hoi, 
wallod tuwanls ilii tuiuiooii to uot ,i 
liT' ith ot iiisli .111 bitoio letuAinp 
lo • Till Ai.ibnii Nights ’ .Vlsi; ho 
, WjisUed to think ovu his plant* le- 
guiiiiig >Tiioliii.> Ifor.Kt Paikuib anil 
so<u clung lor Hutsov, nil who'll sooujod 
' lo hang tiie whnlo uiattei ol the dis* 
iov*rv ot htioile'i avsa-ism At the 
till! ot the load tbo voniig man w is 
slopped hy a tjll. In sh-i olouiod t,irl 

' I.i.l'lv dlCssi (I, w'llOdlOppi dll CUltsi>y 

" \VtJl, lane, and how oii. you^'’ 
a kfd .Vllni kiiidl', !• I og'iisi'ig the 

gill IS \\ . p’s oMcst il.U'j;hl»i 

* I I'l qtiil' wi 11, .itid, pliiiso, 1 vvas 

to Qi*i you this,' Siiid rl.ine 
' Mini 1 ' il a hiiiwii ^kiiii) pdaool 
find ^'ulod si It with siiipiibo It 
' vHs ilutiU 1 lo "Ijiiwmici IliH ' 

I •• iMy fdthci Alien "Whvdon’t 

I you Like it to the house ^ 

, ‘ 1 s,iw you couiinp, so, and T 

> thought I d give it to vou 1 vo just 

• walked linn Wesib.ivoo, and lather 
will life expecting me homo I won't 

, IctTu tiiiio to tiike the pariK'l t>> ' The 
Ai.ibi in Nights ’ " 

I "While did thib eo'co ftom’” 

I Askifl Allen, tucking the piirel imdei 
J in'- aim. 

; ” I got it fioiu Cam, Bir, at 

I.CJolohesloi ’ 

I "Ilavu you been thoie?" oekctl 
' Ifdl, noting the giW s blush Hu 
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IcHow that Cain and Jinp Wa^ 
adixnrod ODO Aiiothrr, tbcuffh tbo 
t polioaman was not 'it dll m fa^oar 
o| Cain, whom he and with 

Bomo light to do so, as d v.igdbond. 

'*Tps» air Motbei cent mo over 
with tf message to a iiiond of hois 
I walked to Westhn^en and took tho 
triun to Colcliestoi Stag's Guens is 
there, an^ I met Cam He hionght 
that parrel aiid asked me to take it 
to Ml IJill" 

" But whj slioitld ( Vn send paiccls 
to m\ iathii ? " HRid Allen 
" 1 dnn't know, ui But I must 
golhonic, or father wiU ho angiy ’ 
When tho giil matched ofl- which 
she did lu a niilitdiy wav ''iigg iw 
of Jier fathers tiainmg -Allen pio- 
ceeded homewaad The pared was 
voi} light and be could not conjcc tiiir 
wl&t was inside it He noted thil 
the address had Immiu wnth n liv sonto 
one to whom writuig was a pun, feu 
tbo calh^plw sprawled and war cud 
lamentably Com had been to a boaid 
school and oould wiito very well, so 
awarcntly it was not his writinr; 
Ajlen woildeied who ooulil liu roiic- 
sponding with hib father, but as the 
mattei was really none of his Inisi- 
ness, lie took the parcel home At 
the gatu of “ The Aialnan Nights” ht 
met hiB f ith< 1 

Ml ITiIl was as ga> and as air-y as 
over, and wore bis usual blown velvet 
ooat and white tiuuscis Also he 
hod on tbo lorge etiavv hat, and a 
rOBu bloumid in Ins biittoiiholo ilo 
'saluted his sou in an off-hand mannoT 
"I’ve been walking, Allen," ho hdid 
lightly, " to get insiniation for a poem 
on tho fall of JcrusaU'in * 

"I think some Italian pout has 
wntten on tliat subject, sir." 

" bat not as it should be wntton, 
Allen Howevrr, I can t waste time 
now m enlightening roar ignoianec 
Wliat have yon beie? " 
"Aparoelfcnryou,’ aud \llongaveit 
“For me, TCaUy” Mi Hill was 
like a child with a new toy, and sat 
down on tho giAsa by Um gate to* 
open il The/emovaT of the brown 


papoT revealed a esa dboai d boa Hill 
lifted the hd, and there worn two drv 
sticks tied in tho foi m of a oroes with 
a piece of grass But Allen loc^d 
at this onK to* a moment His fathev 
hod tinned white, and altci a moment 
ipnetlv iDinti>d away Tlie young roan 
looked dovvi with a hoggiurd face 
“Am 1 light tkftei all?" ho asked 

hiuiBoll 


CirVPTBR X 

* MRS HILT, 1(.X1‘I IINS 

An honi Utci Allou was couveifl' 
me wih his mother Mt Hill, 
rariird info Ibe hoitsr by Allen, 
hail bt'oii u vi\r>d but hi bt^ihllastly 
iL'fusi^rl to spi ak as to tlir cause ot 
his ill! luu', and put it down to ihr 
hi at ol the \vt ailii i and to liis having 
liken fiio lonc' iwill, lluu i m uses 
wri e so ff ehli dial ihi ->011 1'oiild not 
help his lipcuilmgat lli»ji luuiifcsi 
nnlinlli Hill saw this and told Alleu 
ho would he ilo^vu lot un boui 01 so 
‘"Wlii'n J use I II' ly till ^oii soiiu- 
thing, ’ ho ‘.nd fi ibly 

' I think wo may • ^wi II uudeiatand 
^nr .kni'tliM, saiil 'Mli n, culdl} 

' Bung 111 111 10 thosi' thiijgs whii li 
c.iini III the jiaicel,' said Hill 

“Uul^ one tiling enmr, ' rupLod liis 

sou — “ V lOUgh ClObb— 

•• Vps yes I know Bring it in 
- pvpci and hoN and all Wbpct, did 
you get it ' " 

\ileii ''xpUincil how .fane Waep 
K'ooivid It noiii Cam at Colcboster, 
and Ml Hill liateued attcntivt ly " I 
iindctstaiid now, ' ho said at length 
“ But the things m my study. J'll 
scp you latei- say m two hours " 
The vnung nan, wondetmg what it 
all meant, do[uated and left bislathm 
to take — on tho face oi it — a much- 
needed sleep He went outside and 
picked up tho moss, tho box, and the 
paper, which sfiU remained on tho 
uossy bank near tho gate These he 
muught mto the study, and examined 
them B;}t uifthiDg was levealed to 
hn intelhgenoe The box was au 
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ordinal 7 caidboaid ona, be did not 
reoDf^Due tbo ill>foiDipJ Tnituig, and 
the orohs vn? bimpH two itiolc^ bed 
tofietfan byawJBp ot drv c;ia<n. Why 
the eostonts of the bob. should have 
teinhed hia father Allen could not 
say And that the eight of the sj’njbol 
did tenify him, he was well assured, 
since Afr Hdl was not u*man givi*n 
to fainting. The ho'c came fiom some 
one who know Mi Hill wdl. as the 
name Lawtence was on it, and this 
was his falhoi s second ninio i<iic 1 y 
used Mr Hill usually called himself 
Harold, aud suppicsu'dtho Lawrence 
But 4 ll(‘n ]i.ul seen the middle n ime 
iTiaCiits'd III iiii old book, winch bod 
bq|ni by Siio<le to Hill in then 
tollui'c clays G’lns comcidc-nce made 
Ml(‘ii wondc 1 il the scmding ol the, 
ci^s^ and tlic, use u 1 the i iiicdy-usud 
r lino bad iiivtlnn' to do with tbf 
urn* lU r 

While he thus tbou,^ht, with bia 
iico ,'iou,ng ilaikci and (laikui,tbo 
dooj o]i(!iiu(l and Mis Hill eiiteiod 
She hvl liCfD woikmg m Uei own 
room, «Uid km-w iiolliing of the oJtaii 
iSut snitip iiistiiut uiiule bei iiwoie 
that Mlcti was in the housp, ,iuil t>]ie 
nevc'i fail) cl to be with biiu wbe ri Ir, 
was et home Jiid< cd, die v as baldly 
ibli 1(1 l>(>cii bun out ot hfi bight, and 
sei/el eveiy oppoLtnuity bi be lu Ins 
}/TtseiJOP With this love it was 
stungetchat Alts Hilt should bo oon- 
tenttbit Alien biiould loniain in South 
XiitcMma foi M' long, and j'ay only 
Hying MSits to the patnnal loof 

"Vnu are bark, AJlcAi, she* said 
softly, and came lorwaid to lay hci 
hiiud on his wiiiikled foieliead " Mv 
deal lio> why that fionii ' Has luva 
Iwtn unkind * ’* 

“ Oil no, * baul Allen, taking bis 
iBothoi's hand and kisbing it, "she 
will not many me yet " 

" Foobsh gii) What does she 
intend to do — stop with Mia Mctiy, 
1 sumioAo, wJnUi a a null liie foi hci i 
For foetlei if fahe came to me, even if 
she vnll not mmy you at once ' 

'* She has ooceptw the ^position of 
uimpanion to Mis Palmei ' 


JtXPLArNS Si 


"Indeed," said Alts Hill, looking 
surpiiaed! "I should have thohglit 
her j^nde would have prevented her * 
ploorng herself undei on obligation.’' 

Allen shrugged bis shonldeva 
"There is no obligatioa," ho said, 

" Eva u to be peud a salary Besides, 
she hkes Mrs Palmer, and so do 1 ’’ 

" She IS not i lady," said Mrs Hill, 
pursuig lip lira Ups • 

" Kcvcithcdens she has a kind heart, 
and wdl make bSva very happy I 
think, motliui, it is the liost that can be 
done Ev a dopsu't want to cone here, 
and she will not mairy me until the 
murderer of hoi fathci is disooveTed ” 
“Why wont she roino to me?" 
asked Mrs Hill slssrply 

Allen loukt'vl down * She doesn't 
like in> lalhei, ' be bud 

“ Vei'y nicU' of hei to tell yon that 
But I know uy poui Hat old is not 
populii “ 

** He IS wUiinsiuU," aud Allen, 

“ and suuibUow , Eva can’t get on with 
bull She was not lode, mother, 
but simply stated a foot Bho likes 
my fatluT well enough to meet him 
occ^asiou lily , but she would not os.ie 
to Im iviLli him And if it eomcb to 
tbal,” aiJdiil Allen frowning, "no 
111 ]< ‘■buiild 1 He ib luo eCcaintiilo 
foi 1 It*, mother, iiid I should thinJc 
foi you, iiiolliei " 

' I am foiiil ot youi (atbei m my 
■ •wn aav," said Mrs Hill, looking 
down and Kpeakiug in a low voice, as 
Ihougb she nude an rfiorb to ooniess 
as iiiu(,h But does Eva expect to 
bud out who nnudraed Mi Btiode'/ " 
" Yes Bin. reluhos trt marry me 
until the assassin u found and 
pumdied As bho was bent on 
bc etching foi the man hersulf, 1 
oflcied to soaich for hoi " 

Mrs Hill frowned “ Why did 
you do that ? “ she asked sharply , 
"Btiodo IS nothing to you, and you 
havu to ictuxn to Anraica far 
hettei And that capilnhst you wrant, 
thou woate your tinui in avenging tho 
.death of that man ' 

" You don't st'em to liko Mr HI rode, 
motbei ” • 
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" I bate him, ' Bitvl the -woman 
hukbly and cJpnchinf' her fiet “T 
, 'have cause to bate hni' ” 

“Had my father Cciu«* also 
asked Allen puuitpd]> 

She looked may “ I don't knotv,’ 
she an^wpred frlooiudy “ Strode and 
yoiu fatlici -arre \eiy intimate .dl 
their lives, till both mnmed Then 
we saw V it iiltli- of him Ur was ' 
not a good lain Ktiodi, T mtnn i 
iUlen It void has any wright I 
with you, stop this similIi ’ , 

Thor/oung man lo'-o and htgan to 
piLC tb( lihiiui ‘Mnthii, I niu<-ti 
take up the sraich, lie sud in an 
agitated voi CL, “ tm n j faihei aki i 
No one hut iiiv-df soul ii for ' 

till' asaasBin ' | 

"Whit do jou rcieaii li-y that’ 
qu^slioued Mis Hill, sitting vciy 
uptight and frowning daik<i than 
ovei i 

kUen replied b> asking i ((ncstuin 
“ Who knows tbatiu\ fatbut is caliiil i 
Ijawrence, mother ’ : 

Mm HiJI utteied ui eiacnlation of I 
stiipiist uid giew pale “Who told 
yon he was called so ^ ' I 

“T found the nauiu in an old book I 
oi Cow pel s poenna givni h\ Mi j 
Strode to my fiithci in llun college ] 
da-is It was ]iiesLiUfd to liurold i 
Ijii'ilClKL ITi]] ' 

“ I icm» uibei the hook,” said Mrs 
Uill, lucoieriiig lui loniposmc 
“Butwhirtis iicld alxiul >oai father 
having two minus/ lie ceitaiiiJ^ ' 
^hnsdippptd the Ijawrence and calls I 

himself bitnply, iJiuuld J^ill hut 

that IS foi the sal I ot convunieiu e 
Only thoRu wlio knew him in his 
youug days would kiio\> the name o1 , 
tiawicnee 

" Ah I ” said Ml' n thoughtfully I 
turning ovui the Lk^xmi pipei, “then * 
this was sent hy some oui who know j 
hmi in bis young days ” 

Mis Ilul looked at th'* blown j 
papci oovwimg, at the box, and at the 
toagbly-formed ciobb “ What are ! 
these ' ” she aakod caielessly ^ i 

“That la wbat £ Rbonld like to ' 
know.” said kei son , “ at least J ' 


should hke to know why the sight of 
this Lioss in.ule mt fither faint ” 

Mrs Hill gasped, and laid hm hand 
on hoi heart as though slic lull a 
sudden pam ' Did ho faint ” she 
asked - “ did Lawienue lamt / " The 
Vuiiiig man noticed the slip Usnally 
hib iiioth* t ealltd Ins lather Mr Hill 
or ILiiold, ^jut imiLi till this moment 
had III horiid Ilf] (.till him Lawienoe 
kpprientlv thi njenioiynl old oronts 
wa w 01 king in hci biiab* But she 
S' f itif d gi nuiuelt pLijili Mil as to the 
Kasoii of flill s beliavioui at the 
light of the I’loss “WliLJL did ht 
faint ■’ ’ 

“Ouliidi the g ire/‘ ‘■aid Allin 
qinctly, and e plniiLl liow he li wl 
ici.» lied the p mil horn )m Wasp, 
and iht iiiL niisl inio ot ns itLlivciy, 
endme with the queu Wliv dul he 
I'Uel ’ ' 

“1 0111. t e Si'ld Ml" Ilill, 
pii-Jiiiig bn I theijos-, uni box pit 
lisbly , "iliei'i u no uasoa o lai a- 

I know Wi'll iiL sotii J ithei wh» n 

lu ,iw ikl us 

* H> -iiid hi vtoulii I ii'ldin,’ Slid 
Mkn -.idK “ 1 ) 1(1 lutvivu you sud 
nil, n'oihci, \M inuM li.tie ail 

^,\pl 111 lllori 

koiii lililui won 1 liki" ilif Uibol 

tllL WOld IJlOsi, \l|( II 

‘ 1 c m t lulji th it ’ Slid till xoimg 

II ail (lo/girUy, ainl went ti thu door 
oJ the1>hirir\ Tie openid it, looked 
out, and llieii olosed “i again Ifis 
ciioihei saw ill tin, iriMi buipiuc, 
jiid w'os till nii'ie surpiised when 
Alli n spoku 'ag.un “ Do yon know, 
motlii I, why T si-y I must ujidi.Llake 
this iiiMstig.itiun ” 

“Nil,’ '•aid Mts EIill, Liiluily , “ 1 
dou t knutv ’ 

“ It is liLcaiUfC i wish to save my 
father’s good name ' 

“ Is It in dfUigei * ti'Jvuil the 
wonia'i, tuiniTig pale again 

“ it might bo- -It ary one knew 
ho met Mr tj'trode at the Red Deeps 
on the night of the murdei ' 

Mis Hill leaped to her feet and 
clutched hei Ion’s arm “ Allen," 
she gasped, and the abhen coloui of 
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hot taco al4m)pA hiui, “ how dojto yon I on the arm, lemomber," said Mrs 
say that -it is notposMhle ituinnot | Hill * 

— cannot- ’ 1 know, bat I did not noboe that* 

“ It in possible,’ said Allou finniy ' at the time," haul \llon quickly “At 
“Sit down inothri, and |pt mo , hist, luotlior, L intended to mve Uie 
explain I held iiiv tongimas Iniif; as • ahum, and ( was hniryinu liock to 
I oould, but now mylathei uidtmnst | Wargrove to tell Wasp and J^kaon, 
hnve ai^ csplaiiation The loot of . when 1 caught sight of a lovolvor 
his fjintiug At the -.ight of this ciO'iS | lying in the mud 1 took it up — theie 
ntakob uiL siispioious, aiul tlie loot | was a aamc on the silvei plate on the 
that Jil\a wants fci nivt itiL.il( the i butt Jtwas ' Allen sank Lib VDici‘ 


ease mtkes nx it'iid of vvnat ma} 
come out *’ 

“ Has ^lJl' 1 iiiss injllniig to do witli 
Iho all.ni *” 

“ JIl'Aii,'], whoio ‘■jiiibol Is, onlj 
knows, 's.vH till' \riiiii>; iniin gloniMiU 
“ JlutliPi, 1 .nil iiiijviiifT III the iLuk- 
iip'-s, .mi 1 dll < <1 U) i O’lK lino Ihi 

liglil’ ll I iiii<(>ititi tins scsiwh I 
iiiav liL. aliLo to i\i ni\ liltioi ’ 

‘ I'lOiii tih it- lioui I'l III 
\ ill 11 iii'ildid iiid '•ml his soK’i* 

“ It niii> < w n I Him to ^li.ii Ijistf ii, 
inotlu'i, I’ll +i U Jim wlii’t I Krina 
On th j( ni,jlit I wt nt 1 o ilu U< d 
Di'i'jr, III |ii(iv > tin filsiU of Lvi’s 
iLiiiin r iiiiiiid ii i)iil\ loo Itni 
‘Mint \on niM'i ^o' to tin U«d 
I»lt|is,' SIUI Ml , lldl.Iool Ulgi'K olilj 
mto Iipi c( ii Ill “ion ’inai'ij 
lO’ll luldi ' 

“SoJ did ijui lint I kijoa 

llie ti nth ' 

Wh it tmth * ’ 

•' Tlmt 'Kva's dif vii v'l-. tivv. , tlmt 
hrrfofhd .\asl\mgdo.iilJij ihospring 
ol the Rod Ji' " 

Alls HiJllool I’d still Uioii .oirih- 
ingU at limi “ ^ on >.a\\ th.il ' 

* T did luthi twilight i icioind 
theip beloii. it mew w‘i> diuk 1 
found the biulVi and, as m hi as 
dll un, 1 iPCOgniSf'd it 1^ the gloved 

light hand 

“The wooden hand," moaned Mis 
Hill, locking lieistll " Oh hoaveii 
“ Yp» t TliP wlntPi'Psi of th» glo\c 
canghti my eyes From w hat rj\ a h id 
told me, I bad m tiei d to guoss who 
wiis the dead man Thi w uoden lifiitd 
explained oil Thu egipse was chat oi 
Stiode Hhnt thi ough the Ikai f " 

“ Uut tbeto wav a slight Ht sfa wound 


slid lowei “It W.IS my owu name ' 

I “The ri volvei was ■youis ' ' 

• ‘\c.s F hi ought It with me fxotu 

South \mpiica, and kept it lu mv 
potiinanhau, sjuoo a weapon is nut 
uuedi'd in England ]>ut one da> I 
' tool* )t out to shoot eome biidn and 
' lolt it in this hhtaiy 1 nuvei tliouglit 
i ,il)oiil it .Sii'iin, 01 1 should have put 
it jwa\ The ni^xl sight 1 got oi it 
was 111 till Iltd Deeph, an<f I 
thought- ’ 

“ 'Tluit voni fathei took it to shoot 
I Siiode’’ huistcmtMni Hill "You 
1 I 111 t 111 cdUm oi that you oan’t be 
O'* ton No, no, IjaWionco'" again 
hi* u I 1 the im.iiiU''toini'il name 
‘ hawieiicr would nevei soniunt a 
miuliT— si> good — so kind — no, no " 
Xilf'n looked buijiribdi Ht novel 
f\|iiit(d his iiiotliPi to stand up for 
his tail loi in this w i> 11 ill, so tar as 
tlir sou had -r>( 11 , Wiis nut kind to am 
nne, and he euitainly was nut good 
\Vliy Mib Hill, wdio sconied to have 
no piit'ciitai adc'uUou foi him, should 
(It fend him in this way pu/aled the 
Yoiing man She s,iw the cliuothcr 
•-]»>r'''li }]pd pioduu'd and bukoned 
\ il"!i to sit down " Yon mubt know 
I dll,' she s'ud -“ you umst know bow 
1 1 , will tuniiiiyyom/atbei , and then 
yon ifiil kiioiv whv L speak as* I do, 

> Mien " She laid a treinblmg hand 
! oil Ilia stiouldei " You never thought 
1 was fond of \onr 1 itlicr'^ " 

Allen looked oinhdTa-iseJ “Well, 
no, mother 1 thou^'ht you tolerated 
hit I You havo stioiigih to lule the 
house and tho whole county if you 
,c hose to oxeit it, but yen k,t my father 
indulge m hia whims and fancies, anU 
■ allow him to apeak* to you, os be 
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eeitaud.y shouJd not do OfUtntimes 
1 baVo been tnoUnod to mb rtoro when 
* hearing how disruripoctfall^ be speaks, 
but you have ala ays either touched 
me, or have given me a look ” • 

*' I would let no ono lay a bnget on 
youL fathei, Allen, no one— 'let alone 
hiB SOD 1 don’t love your father, i 
nevbr did, but ” she drew hoiecll up 
— “ 1 leepect lirm " 

The Ruling ni.iin looked ^bast “ 1 
don’t sec how any one can lospcct 
him," he •^id " Heaven oul^ knows 
1 should like to bo luoud of my lather, 

but with hia ocoeiitiicitios ” 

" They oos tr a good heatt “ 

“Well, motliei, yoa know I at," 
eaul Allen soothmgly Ffo die not 
tbiuk lus father ix)hsoss('(1 a good boa it 
by any manner of niuans Tlic voung 
lellow was atfccUnualo, hut he was 
also keen Bigbtu<1, and Mi 11 lU hid 
iicvei coinuiandud his lespect in an> 
way 

" i tfo know htbt * ssiil Mis TTill in 
a ntiong tone, and looked ijoiln coin- 
inanihiig *'AU“n,s.r( youawau wlr^ 
r am 80 lund ol Kva * ' 

" ilticaubc she is the most chaiiinng 

£ i1 lu Uk' world,' saiil the. lomi 
ndly " 'Who could liolp lieing loud 
of Mvo ? " 

"Women ate not asnally fond of 
one auothei to that t stunt," said Mis 
Hill divly, ‘ and a mother does not 
alwu)B love the giil who is hkcly to 
take hei son away Mu, Allen, I 
don't love Eva so ntucli for hei own 
^ sak>i as btcuusc she is the daughter 
of 'Hobert Strode ” 

“ [ thought you dislikt d him yon 
Bud ho wa& nut a good man " 

" Neithci bt w is, Mien He was 
the worst of men- -but T loved him ail 
the Bamo 1 should have manied 
him, boii foi a tiouhle that came T 
have never told any one what 1 am 
about to tell yon, but jou mvit know 
1 don't bebevo your fatbci killed 
Strode, and you muht do your beat to 
keep him out of the luvescigauoit 
With yota father’s senaitivc nature be 
would go mad if be wuze accused of 
uflh a otbue 


"But my revolver bemg found 
in- — 

“ That can be explained,” said hfis 
Hill impel loualy "T shall ask 
Harold ’ — she wont hack to the old 
name, boing ooluiei. " I shall ask him 
myself to explain He is innouent 
He IB whimsical and sti angif but he 
would not kill a fly Uo is tte good- 
lieai t( d ’ 

Allen wonderi’d moio and mote 
that his mothci should lie ho blind 
‘ I ,uu waiting to loai,” he said re- 
sitinf dly 

'You will not lepoat whit I saj 
to K\a * ’ 

'To no one, innthur Gient 
hea\cns, do you think 1 would''" 

" It veil took aftci youi fathi t,]iooi, 
hibbling so'd, you would " 

' “ Ah," Mien kisbcd 1 ci h.inil, ‘‘hut 

' 1 am yom own sou and know how' to 
hold iny tuir'iit Couic, iiiothor, toll 
me all ’ 

I “Then don’t inltnupt Ml I end, 
I then you tun make yum (uumunlb, 
, \llou " She setlli d liuis* It and began 
I to faDf ik slowly ‘ JJ« ill myjiHiiiH 
■ diCil when I w is a yoiui.> ^iil, and liL 
I FoiiSiioilo 1 w IS 1« aiiLiinv 

I j WAS Ukeii liiio th> house ol linid 

I Ijjsen ab a nuiseiv goveii'css ' 

I “What' Eya'> iiiotliei 

“J lUd not teicli her, ai sh< whs 
my own ago, but I taught bee younger 
luolhoi who afti'rwuids died You 
pioinisid not to intuiiupt, Alkni 
W'll, 1 was compatntivulv hapuy 
Ifaiie, hut Liody Ipberi did not like 
I me We got on badly Theto w as a 
Inigc lioiibo-partv at the family scat 
I m Unukmeliamshire, and I was theie 
with niy charge Amongst the gueHts 
woie Ml Htrude and yoiii fatbei 
They wuo both m love with Tiady 
Jane Hclham " 

•' What ' my iathci also ■* 1 nevet 
knew — 

" You shall never know if you in- 
teiiiipt," said bis mother impenously , 
" wait and listen, I loved Btioae. 
but 08 he y\as (ayomed by Lady Jaue 
1 saw there was no chaneu for me 
• Your fathw then had not come m lor 
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Ills ZDOQ07, and hiB faLbor, ambitions 
and iicb, T?afa ansioub that 1^ should 
make an aribtooia^o match That 
was why he a^ed Lady JaiiL to be 
hiB wife Bhe rofubed, as she loved 
Bobert Strode 1 felt Aiuy unarrable, 
AUen, and as }our fathei yuA muec- 
able alsa bo ntpd to oonsele me He 
«vas muon appieoiuted {01 In'! tdlnots 
in the houbr, and ab liu ^v<M 1 (^eat 
fiiond ol Ml Strode'^ hib lack ol 
birth wab ovotlouled >Not that i 
tliink Lord Ipaeii ^^ou]d h.tvn alkiwcd 
him to uiiurv Lady Janr But lie 
never gupsmrl Ihit riaiuWl lifted lus 
oyoB bO liifih Well, thiu^s wlio in 
this position when the necklaie way 
lotd' — vei, tlio ncfklacp bclon'pni; to 
Lady Ipsiii, a tamiW liLiilcoiii viiLuud 
at tfii thousaiiil ]H'tuiids U wa> 
taken out cf tijo salr ’ Mis Ildl 
diopped liei ( >(b and uldcd m a k/w 
\oiae, • J wa« amiisul ’ . 

Mlcii could lijxlly hihevi hitcain, | 
iiiiil lose lilhd with i.uli},'ii\tion ^ 
‘*Lo ^ou mean to say tli<ili ini uue | 
dated to acciibe \ou ' " , 

‘Tjdd\ Ipsen did flbi luveihLJ 
mo, and made Oie dcnisiti<ii Sijf 
lirdared Ibai slmldi tin Ki i u* tin j 
bafr 111 tlu. liool ii'Oin \s I \ ai« , 
toiv pour, she lusistid ili.it I li'wl , 
taken it As it Icijipeued I tlid po Ui > 
London '•hcitl} alUi lliuiuhb«i\ and | 
before It was tound out Lul> Ip^'cn 
said thfA I went to pa w 11 flie ix cklace I 
I could not iirovc nij miuiu nci , hut ^ 
the Eail lut'itc’cd and sIuikI h) 1111 1 
Hu iQiilslcd tUili the (h.uor waa | 
ndicuIouSj and luadu the il* tcttiwi s I 
which Lady Ipscn ]i.«d tailed m, d>op 
tite mvestifpilioii T wjb coieidirid 
innocent by all save Ladv Ipscn 
Tho necklaot was never found, ami 
has not boon to this day 1 was dis- 
charged with haidly a penny lu iu\ 

r jeet and ceitamly With no liiend 
spite of i^plo baying I was inno- 
oentl eodldnot gelano^ei iituatien 
I should have stall > I, xtllen, and was 
staliiugm Loudon when ^ou] iathci 
came bke au angel light and — 

manned me ” • 

' Married yon ’ Did ho loro you?" 


he lovod Lady Jane, bnt she 
named Mr Strode But yoor faUMir 
was BO angered at what he eoneidated 
an unjust obargo being made agamst 
no, that bo naked his father's wraUi 
and made mo his wile " 

*' It was noble of bun/’ baid Allen, 
.•but " 

“ It was the act of a saint I " cfied 
Mis Hill, iibing ' His father out 
him off with a bhillmg for what he 
did J wa4 peumlesi^ deqorled, alone 
r would have died hnt for Lawxenoo 
lie came -1 iLd not love him,4ior he 
me. but r m-.peol him for having 
saved a bi okeii-heartoil woioan from 
a doom woise tban death Alloo, 
Vilen, can T ever repay' your father 
Lot his nublu ait’’ Can you wonder 
that I loIri.Lto liiB wluius — that 1 let 
him do whiit he likes? He sa^l 
me he bui i endriod all for me " 

“fie did act well,” admitted Allen, 
ptuz-led to think that his whiiusioal, 
finoloub litlui bhuulrl act so nobly, 
‘ but you made bun happy, mother 
Tilt ri 1 . kouji thing to Ixi naid on 
your -(idr ” 

‘‘ Nothing • uotiung • ” oned Mrs 
IL 11 I witb the miirtyi iiisliiiot of u 
noble wronuin '^Uo gave up all for 
me Ills lalhci relentinl .vft' 1 a lime, 
.•lid 111 inhriitcd a futtimc, but foi a 
\( u we dniusl stirved together Ho 
inainiil mo when i was under a 
cloud 1 can never itmay him , nevi*r, 
nivei, I tell you. Alien" iJie said, 
lai mg him with olynched fists, “if 1 
tboiiglil that be committed this Cl line, 
i i.ouJil take the bleiup on invsclf 
latbci that, let bim sutler Hu saved 
ini' Bhall J not saye bim 

Was the person who stole the 
lutlliicu ever diseoveied, mother ' ' 

*N(i, the necklace vanished and 
hat nmei Iicen found to this day 1 
mot Ijad V Jane Strode when she caiou 
heie She did not believe me to be 
guilty, and wo were good fnends fio 
\oii see, Alleuiit is small yy under that 
i let your father do what bu Lkes 
Why diould J crobs tho liesuos of a 
man who behaved so nobly ’ Some- 
times J do interfeie, as*yoa know, for 
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at timca Haiold uotid^ g'iidnuce — ^bat 
oiil)*iaiolY ' 

“Well, mothw, I nodpi Bland noa, 
and nan ncttliiiig Uut aa tri 
how tbr itvnhti (.a.Jic to tliL Rod 
Deepa — - ’’ 

“Volir slidll explain, *’ said 

Mrs Hill iiiOMiig tu the doni , 
"prtino MiUi niP 

The tv?o '\cnt to lli« loom at the 
back of till boiisp \ihi'rc liiJl bad lain 
(loan It Wiib one Ol the Ou(>k 
apaitiiii'nts wIk'k the little man 
xoni* tMno-> took his siesta Hid tiio 
giiU.cliiI cijuc h iqion winch Mien had 
lott him iMiig an houi pieviou-i i^as 
cinptv, and the window was n| i on 
to Ihe lioimin (.cjlniiinialc Thei. was 
no sign ol Ml lid) 

• llo must }ia\p gone min ibo 
piuden," slid thi wib and btoii]in<l 
oul 

Rnt Ihde wns no Mgn ol hiiri 
tbeie 'ihi gaidiuei was Wfiiknig in 
(he distant u, and Mis Flill ci-kod bim 
where his ninsUi wa • 

“ (toiip to Londpii 111 ii nn, w is »lu‘ 
imoxp'olod answi ■ • lorhs dto\i 

him to 1 In* VV t sthai on Station ‘ 

Mini •iLifl hii ipothn limlvnH it oiii 
anotlui with dnsni lo tliiMi i m •> 
Tins '•uddeu depaitiirL was oiriiiioiis 
in the ( xtii nil 
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Mk Hint, lott tkj ni ' m* igehchindhtni 
wiUi the gKKiiu J icohs retuinoil and 
said that his niastei liad trniie to 
laondon , ho did not sliito when ho 
would loturn VUeu mid his mothei 
were mueh papkxid b\ this dis- 
appeaianoe it looked \uiy miioh 
like a fiiglit bom jii hep, tint Mts 
Hill could pot be pci-^uadcd to thmk 
ill of the man to whom bhe owtxl so 
much Like many women she toqk 
too humble an atlitude on account 
of the obligation bhe hud menned. 


, Yet Hfra Hill was not humble by 
natme 

" What will jou do now, Allen > ” 

' she anked the next moimng 
'■ “ L inlend to leani why Cam Boat 

I that parrel to my father If he can 
explain 1 may and out why my fatboi 
, is ahaid " • ^ 

“1 don't think he is aliaid," in- 
, MSh'd Mis Hill, nmeh tioublcd 
■ “It looks Vtiy like it,” uoumiented 
lipi son ' howevei, >im had bttior 
I tell the boil ants tb,ir i,iUui has gone 
' to Ijondou on busni> ss 1 expect he 
will ( oiue bai k H<‘ c in t stop awai 
indehiiltrl^ ” 

“Of fonisc he'll conie hack and 
I explini e\Pi>thini* Mh n, lourfathci 
i'>\\hnii‘-iral- I tilwni'- idinilttd lhat, 
hill h<‘ h is d Ik ii I iii .rold All ihu* 
i<- ‘ti,ui<'c 111 his ciinduct he will 
erpl iin nil h'-. 1 ‘liiin ’’ 

“ llxen wliv hi look xu> i»>\uKet 
lotheReii Oeip, ^aal Mhn „uinl> 

' NMiiuvci in look it ioi itwasfoi 
no ill imipose,’’ <• ii 1 Mis Hill “ Pii - 
h iiis he Til nil 'til ippoiidmrni to see 
Stiodc time it »ii I don t wonder 
' he v>« n‘ nuiid hn Snode w.w i[int(> 
Ihf kind ot HI in who wmJd inuidei 
,hiii> ' 

‘ III Ihitcis-i'Mi Sltode hastallen 
I into hi., ow I tiap ITowfvei, III see 
vli,i> 1 can do 

Lie I infill, Allen, youi fatlioi's 
good name must not suttei '• 

“ Thai IS W’hi I am undertaking the 
iiiM Aig,ttion, a< jdiuit the young man, 
using * Well mothei, 1 am going to 
bOc Mts Metiy Hid auk whcie Cam 
IS to he iouud 'Ihe circus may have 
1« ft Coicbostei ’ 

• ' Yon might take the blown papoi 
' that was loiiiid the box," suggested 

* Mis Hill ‘ Mrs Merry may be able 
' to b,iy it tb(j addrci-s is in her don’s 
1 wiiliug’’ 

I ' I don't think it. is— the hand ib a 
! most dhiciatc one Cam knows how 
' to wiito bcrtci I have tic.cn his 
[ letteiB to Eva 

I “ What ' ’ ^oiibd Mrs HiH, goan 
I dahsed, f‘ does sbe let a lad in that 
I position wiite to her? ' 
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**0*in IS Uva’s foster - h>oth<>r. 
mother,*' bakI Allen <liyly, “ and uhe i-s 
the oulv one wiio can iTianaL,c Inm “ 
" Ho'b a had lot like Ins f.'lhoi 'was 
liofoio him,” mutteied Mig Hill, and 
them %ent to explain lu the seuants 
that Ml ndl wonM be absent fui a 
fo'w da} s, ■ 

Allen walked to Afiser^ (TasMi , md 
aiinod tliete pist be toie iiiid<Ja\ Tot 
home time ht liinl liei n sttollin'; on 
the common wondciin;' how to con- 
duct his campaifpi lie was new t>i 
the detective busin(>-.H ,v,iiil dm not 
veivw"llknnw how to piijcefd At 
In St hi h,id bcuti iiu Iiuoiltoseni pio 
fo^niiiiial atuislanoe but on siimid 
tliovKhtq ho deeifli «1 1 1 taki lui uiie 
into Ins cDiiliili ii< ( till the pn si nl 
Ib* dui'liil CiliiL 111 III "ht li ut,<>m 
pciniiif' his f‘>tlui >• (’(iniii (tiMii v ifi 
the taiiTie is he h} no mu ns sluiied 
his D’otliii s {.'uud opnuDii o^ Mi Hill 
Midi and Ins ^ lUu i hail in m ^ 't on 

W ell toC[«thl l , .IS ihl n Jlllilies well 

didrnetiic.ill} opfKisiil to each otlu i 
Allen held tilt sti ad\ itond -i n e of hi% 
inoknei, while th« (itliei wMs iMiaml 
liflht .md I a sp'M Miiifjli luiiilmis 
riad not Ml- 1 1 ill tluiu<>hl hii-il' 
Ixnind, nul ut i,i.'tiliuli , to l.ie 'tdli 
the man who luid done ...j iiiin 1. im 
hpi, and becau e of h» i son \lli n, shi 
cc‘r{aui1v would nut J> i\i jml up with 
sufh a tiymy hiishand foi so ni<i'j> 
years Alien was ilwiis* iiii|)iliriit 
of bis fathei’s ways, and ab&tmi 
onl> coufiiiiied hnn m tin new In 
took of his evonpeen sno lb enuid 
Bcatcol} helievo that Iht iii.in w is his 
fathei, and alwais telt lohaii ■! whni 
out of his piistme llowiitr, he 
detoirainod to do his Ik si to pd to 
tho bottom oi the m iU..r lie oould 
not believe tiuit Mr Hill had Im d tlm 
fatal shot, hut fatu icd the little man 
had some knowled^i ul who had dono 
bo. And whetboi he was an aoces- 
aory beloru or aftei the tact ‘wis 
equally unpleasant 

Oo arzivini; at ills Meiiy's abode 
he woe greeted by that gqod Indy with 
the news that Hva had gono to spend 
tho day with Mib Pilmur ' To get 


used to hot, OH yon might say,*' Md 
Mis Merry “Oh, Mi Alton, dear,” 
she sjMko with Mie tcaiA etreaming 
down liei witheiod face, “oh, 'what- 
eiei shall I do without my doory ’ '* 

“ You’ll see hei ottoii,*' said, Alien 
I soothingly 

I ‘ It won t Ik the same,” moaned 
I Mis Mliiv' “ Its like mariyui^ a 
I fbiughtei, not that 1 ve got oife, thank 
be nil n — it s iievot tho same " 

“Well well -done ciy, theio's a 
, good soul I have csoini to see you 
' alumt Cliin '' • 

1 Mts iUuv gn\c' ascieoch “Hc'b 
j in "nil ' 1 see it m your eies ' Oil, 

I well 1 knew he’d get Ihcte' " 

I “ JIu hiisii i got Iheie yet,” said the 
j yomn, u> in iiupaLuutK, ‘ lomo into 
I llir ill laing room 1 can exjilain ” 

, “i it niiudi 1 OI psucJimg oi buy* 
glai } ’ " iski il Ml s Meiry, still bout 
I on hi hr ling C5 im iias ni troviWp, “ ci 
1 nisi sti ahiiEr, sui m" he's in a 
« ( Ilf ns ’ * 

I •• It s none ol the three,” BOid Allen, 

I ndting down md taking the blown 
pip*i wi ippnig out ol his pocket 
I ‘ lini U IS}) Huw him in Oolclmetcr, 

I iijcl he s nuitK woll ' 

J ' \iiil it'li.Us slio bi’tni calling on 
I tin SOI) Ihl ri , I'd like to know ^ ” 

I askid Mrs Miii\, biHlliiig "He 
, sb,'iit iiiuivhci ihongh hi s.iys he 
j Inii , In I, which I don't hulion To 
I iH uniU il with tbit mediUeBotiie Wasp 
J piiliccMi.in No, Ml Allen, never, 

• wlinkner you lo.iy Ba> ” 

I ‘ >oii ran srtlli that yiuii self All 
j r wish to know is Ihib,” bebpi'‘adoufr 
I tin }i i}iei “Do you kuow whose 
, WlUlil!. this IB ^ " 

Mi-. Mill}, 1 ilher Hurpnsid, lent 
j ovd tlm papei, and began to »pelloat 
I the addceBi with one nugei. “ Law 
I icnii Hill," she sauj, "ah, they usinl 
I to call youi bithoi th.it in tho old 
I days 1 nevet hear him unllud so 
' now " • 

“Ncvci mind What of the 
wilting 

Mn Meiiy lookcdatitata Jistmcc* 
held it close to Inn nose, and then 
' tilted It eidcways All Miu tmio hi i 
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fm gK'ir piler and i>alci Tnen sha 
tow an envelope out of ber pooket 
and glanced from the bionn paper to 
the addresif Suddenly she gave a 
cry, and throw hei apion over hex 
head., " Oh, GiL'S — Crilee —whatever 
have you hin up to I ' 

“ Wiufi do you mean ^ " a^ked 
Alien, feoliiig inchuod to aholce her 
“ It’b writing, ” bobbed Mis 

Merry, atiU invisible, "whatevei you 
may snv it’s hiii own wilting, ho 
never having been to school and wilt- 
ing pot-horiks and hangcie awful*' 
Shf toie tho apion ftoni her face and 
pointed, " Look at this Lawienco, and 
at tlub, niy name on the eav{''pe 
Ho wnitc, saying he s eoming i tae 
to woiiv mt, and I ct he's ri iit 
to yonr pu saving tlio <.uii< They 
was tliick in the old da vs, tho w'ckud 
old davs," said Mia Mi try with 
eraphoaih, " I mean yoiii pa .uid bi'n 
os la dead and iny binle of a Odea *’ 

" So Giles Meiiy viofccthis • ' sawl 
Alien thoughtfully, looking at thu 
Euown paper wilting T wondot if 
tho orosh IS a sign belwet n my fatli< l 
and biin, which has taih d mi f.ith(.i 
to London '' 

“Have you seen Giles, sir ’ " asked 
Mrs Merii dolelully, • if so, loll bun 
I'll bolt and liai the house and h ivi- 
a umi leoily I won’t Ih> stiuok and 
boihed and hadgeii d out of my own 
home ” 

“I haven't seen youi husband,' 
expinined Alien, using, “tins parud 
was -.ent to my fatbei by your son 
through ,1atic Wnsp " 

Mrs. Mcny t,avc lUiother ciy 
“TTo'b got hold of Gain -oh, and 
Com sold he liadn’t Bid eyoa on him 
He's roinodl" AIis Merry flopped 
into a chs i “ My son's luitied— oh, 
and he wan my pride I But tlut 
wtoked father « hu would make 
Heaven the other place be would.' 

* “ Z Cam uiUBt have got the 

paronl liom his father ^ " said Allen 
“He OcUbt bare. It's in Giles's 
lynting What was in the part^ 

eif?" 

A OKias >ntBde of two stmkB tied 


with a peoe of grass Do yw know 
what that meane " 

“ No, I don’t, hut if it eomea from 
Gilea Meiry, it means some wicked 
thing, you may be sura, Mr Allen, 
whatever you may say " 

“ Well, my father was much u^t 
when he got this paioel aqd be has 
gone to l^ndoD " 

“ To see Giles ? ’’ asked Mrs Meiry 
*l don't know The peiool eame 
ftom Oulcbestoi ' 

“ Then Giles is there, and with my 
poor boy,' ciieil Mrs Murry, tiembl- 
ing *Uh, when will my oup of 
mihery bo full ^ T always expected 
this ' 

“ Don t be foolish, Mrs Meny,. If 
veil, husband cmet's you can show 
him the doui " 

“ He d show roe hio lioot, ' icboited 
Mi*. Miiiv “lie i. good mind to 
vll up, and deal out It (wdbnl 
till Miss I'lva, 1 would Auil thoie, 
I’vf h ul to p«ut fiom liei on itceoiint 
ot tiiks 11 ho c.i'uo aud ni.i<le the 
house, what he do maki it, which is 
tho pit of Topliet, a iiicu thi'ig it 
would he foi Sliss Ii\a ’ 

‘ 1 11 hieak his hOrid if bo wntiies 
, Kva, said Allen giimly , *' I’ve dealt 
Wfoii' with that HOit of luifian i’uit 
I want you to tell me wheie Cmh ij 
to bo hemd ot I expeit ihe cirrus 
has left Colchester by this time " 

“ Cam never wiitcs to movho being 
a hod boy, ' wailed Mis Many, “ on’ 
now as his father’s got bold of him 
hoH be woiso iiux ever But you can 
sec m the papcis wheie the play- 
actors go, sii ” 

* Ute be sure," sud Allen, “hew 
stupid I ami Well, good-day. Mis. 
Meiiy, and don't tell Miss Eva any- 
thing ol this* 

" Not if I waa-testai^ into slioes,” 
said Mrs Meny, walking to the doM 
with Vilen, “ an, it's a queer world. 
[ hope i’ll go to my lung home sotm, 
sir, and then I'll be whete Many will 
novel come Yon may ho sure ihay 
won't let htn^ in ” 

This mew of the case apneand to 
aflord Mrs Merry mmdi saliBfastiaar 
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and Bhn ofatudded as Alien walked substentia] diitner. Borne of ^ 
away He went along the road ohildren eat toiind, and Hve Wasp, 
womleiing at tiie sitnation Hie a gtanadier of a woman, wan at the ’ 
fatbet was not a good hneband to his head of the table. But three ehildten 
mother— at leaet AUon did not think sat out with .weekly journals on their 
go Giles was a biate to his unfe, l^t end. paper am peneil in ];i^<l ‘ 

and tbo late Mr Stiode from all They all tnree located womecL After 
acooimts Ipid been a neglert^l spouse greotiug Allen, Wasp explained 

“And they neie all thiee boon oom- "There's a prize for guessing ilie 
pauiQUB,” said Allen to hiinsolf, "1 names of KunManoapilalB,''%e ■wud, 
wondei what i'll find oat about the ' its given in toe TFMMyO'tar, and Tve 

tliLQc'' Perhaps Giles ha<i a Iiaiid set thnm to wotk to win the prize 
in blie tleath ol Stiodo At all e\eiit<} Tlioy'ie working at it now, and don't 
the death has 1m on oaiiscd by some* get food till eaoh gets at least two 
tiouhle ot the psst tzOil foigivo me capitals They mast earn money 
(or doubting my fatliin, but J dread somehow, su " 
to think ul what I may learn li I “ And thoy'vc been all the tnoining 
go en with the ease But for my without getting one, sir, ' baid Mrs 
niotlier's sake 1 m*/*# go on" Wasp plamuvely ApjtarcDtly her 

Alim non diirctod his slips to heait yeainud o\ei hex three Ghudreni 
Wasp's .litodi , Bs he knew at this who looked \cty hungry “Don't 
hour the htile pohoeraan world he you think tliey might eat now m 
it borne It btiuck Alhn lliul it honour of the gcntlomans visit/" 
would be just ss well to see the " Silence I" luicd Wasp, "sil down, 
hullct wliicb li.id picioed the heait I No talking ip the i inks Wellington, 
of All Strode If it was one honi Kitchener, andBoodicea ’ — these were 
his own levolvoi and Alien knew the names of the nnbappy ehildten — 
the >,hape of it*) hullits 'vell--thetu "must do thin duty Named after 
vitnld ho no doubt as to his father s generals, sir,’ ailrled Wtibpwith pnde 
guilt Bat Mien fnieied that from “ Was Dorulicea a geneial?" asked 
^e feeble natuu of the aoiiiid on the b Alien, soiry foi the iiiifotlunatu Ino, 
aim, it was |ust the kind ul -•h.il<\ who waie very eagerly bpiirching for 
.uiu iihirh would be tjki n by a timid the capitals m a aeboul atlas 

man bke bis latbci Ptihaps ithih “ \ Miygooil oiio foi a woman sir, 

was Allou'b theory) tbe three eom- as T'li .nfoimcd by Marlhorongh, my 
pamons d( old met at the ^od Deeps eldest, sir, as is at a liohrd dohool 
■ — Mi Stiode, Giles, and his fathui Doodices, if you don’t know tlieoapitd 

Mr Hill, m a ht ot logc, might haie of Uulgatia you got no dinner ” 
hrea the shot winch tipped the aim, Ltoodicoa whimpered, and Allen 
but Giles must have l^n the ono wont o\u to tbe tnir^, bis kind heart 
who shot Stiode till ough tbo heart ouhing lor their hungiy looks “Bofia 
Of eouiBO Mien hod no muiids to is the capital Ehrt it down ' 

think in this way, and it all depended “ Bight, sir," said Wasp in a mili' 

on tbe Bight of the bullet m the tary fashion, " put down Sofia " 
possession Wasp os to the truth " What capital ate yod trying to 
of the theory Allen intended to got find, Wellington’/” ashed Alien 
Wasp out of the loom on some pre- " Spain, bit, and Kitchener is look- 
text and then fit the bullet into hu. mg fbt Victoria " 
weapon. He hailrt m hts pooket for "Thn Anstraliau oountry, sii, nut 
the purpose This w«a the only way Her late Majesty," mid Wasp amoilily 
m Wlneh he could thmk of solving " Madrid is tbo capital of Hpain, and 
the question as to ^ father’s guilt Mribonme that of Viotoiia 
or mnoomice, • Theohildten put these down liostUy 

Ws^ was at home partaking ol a and simj^y lea^ for the table 



6o 


rjtfE ivoonBN ha»d 


“ Silooce I " cried tbe polioonaan, I 
bornfied ab Ibis huti} , “ eay grace " i 
Tbo bhroe blood up aud rcoit^ giaoe ; 
]ikea drill eoigeanb shouting tiie Htondr i 
ing oiders tor the day Shortly, then | 
3 awB work Wasp surveyed ■ 

the family giimly, saw they were or- I 
derly, und then tui ned to his yibitor [ 
^ Now, nil Vilen, su, I am at ^ou> ' 
dispoc-il^ Como lulo the pailour ' • 

Jle led the wa\ with i military i 
btep, and chuctleh Inoke out amongst ! 
tho lainily icht'ved uf his presence i 
Wheit 111 the Hiiiall room and tho dooi I 
oloRod, Mleu came artfully io the 
Bubjpct ul his call J t would Pot do 
to lot "Wasp buspcbtdiis ('ll ind 'Vr- 
tfliiily tho poboiuiaii had ovei line 
hiB Buspioion that Alb ii was com c‘tu(‘d 
in the mattci, but a pointed ir quest 
lu} tho biillol might UMwakuii them 
Wonp wa-i one ot those hast^ i>eopU 
who ]Uiiip to citu Jusioits unsuppuited 
by 1 «1s 

"Wnsp,' said \llen, sittniR down 
undtii a poitiiUt of Ijoid Hohtilb, 

** Miss Btiodi lUid rusflcif aic uugagod 
08 jou know" 

"Yes, sii ' Wasp -atiuding BtillU 
salultd “ T give xm joy 

" Tlmiik von We have Ins u talking 
over th(> di ath of lict I it Ikm , nud she 
18 anxious to Ir <iin mho killed him " ' 

" Natuial ciJiKigh,” said Ihopulit*- 
tnan, sciatohnig lub ohm, "hut it is 
not easy to do thal 0'-periall> ' — 
Wasp looked slv — "as bline js no 
row aid,” I 

'* Miss Sliodu IS not ui a jiosition to l 
offer a rew aid, "replied Mien, * so, toi , 
her sadee, T am undcrtoki ng the seal eh , 
I mas want yom assistance. Wasp, 
and 1 am picpaicd to pay jou toi . 
tbe Raise I am not iicn, but if tun | 
pounds bo ot any uye — t 

" If ) 0 n d a tauiily of t(>D bit, you'd | 
know as it would, ’ said Wasp, looking j 

S atilied ‘ I'm uol a haggler, Mr 
Ion, but with brood so deal, and my > 
ohildten being lacgi' cauiM, I’m willing 
to give you lofonnation tor twenty j 
poundtt . 1 

"i oaa't afford that," said Allen | 

do^dotlly ** I 


"T can toll you something about 
Butsey," said Wasp oogerly 
" Ten pounds will pay you for youi 
trouble," replied Allen, "and le- 
meinlier Wasp, if you don’t ao&ept 
the offer and find the oulpiit on -1041 
own, theie will be no money coming 
fiom tbe fiovirnme.jt " ^ 

“ThiioVill be piomotion, Ihoiuh, 
Mr Allen," soul Wa"p, diawng biiii- 
facli up, "and that means a laigi'r 
aa]di>, Let Us bus liftein” 

“Vtiy good, thmi'^ you diiio a 
Hard liargain When the niuMcrei 
is laid by the hrolb I’ll piy you fifieim 
puiuids No, W(U>p," he aild( ■!, •>« ( nig 
what the policeman was about to siy, 
“ I can’t give son aiivtlungon icc.^jint 
Well, Is II a biignn ' ’ 

“It must he, as veil won t do oU ( 1 
wisi,’ Sfud Wisp nil hilly ‘What 
do YOU want to know * 

"Tell mo ahiii't this h(>\ ’ 

"LiUsiv ’ W.isppMKliued.i kiigi 
note hook ' I wi-ut to W’estnuVen to 
111* il Ihcio Via-, tiiitl' 111 that Mnndav 
sihoul Inisiiu slu told UK alx> d wiitn 
J nut b>ni iVh Mlou, lIk i> s no 
t’nniliv sol)i,ol , hull thm wq-, 
heal uinngtrl foi (lulibeii hum 
I Ijondon 

" Si'iiu'lhing i)f the h’lC'Ji Vii J'’u*id 
huMuess ’ " 

"That sit su Tint w IS a pm ale 
huttiiiess honi soiiii folk iVs do kiiul- 
I (osi 5 lu WUilechapr I \ let of ehil 

dieiiiMin, down on Wednesilay " 

VtleiJ inl(.itupti (I “Tliat was thi 
day Ml Btiode uiiu* down ' " 

" Yes sn*, and on that night ht was 
sliot at tbi Bed Hi'ejis Well, sir, 
llutsiiy must have litui with the 
lagutiU children as be looks liko that 
btvle of urchin But 1 can t Ixi snre 
of tins The childien slept at Wost- 
bavcQ iind wuiit bark ou Thiusday 
night " 

" \nd iiutseiy saw Mia Merry lu 
tho muimng of Thursday ? ’ 

" Ho did, sir, and me faitei Bntsry 
I fancy didn’t go back till Baturday' 
But I oan’t Iw stire of tlm " 

" Youdon't aeein to bo BUic* o£ any- 
thing,” bald Allen laitly. "Well, 1 
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can't 8AV yoor mfoimation is woith 
inivb, Wtwy" 

" Hold oii| Bit I'vc' the eddiebs 
of the folk in 'WbitcobApel \rho 
brought the chiltUen down If you 
Jook thcuQ up, they mAv know some- 
thing of But^y” 

“True qnough Give mn tbo od- 
diesB" 

SVtiHp oonsentcd, and wiotu ifc out 
in a still inihiaiy baud, while Alien 
wrul Oh aTlInllj, ‘‘ Was anj weapon 
found at the Itc il Beeps'^ 

" No Bii," sjiul W.mp, banding hiM* 
M->itor the atldi i ss oi the* Whiteelupel 
klission, which \llcn put m lus 
po( kit hook “I wish the lovolvor 
liiul b't'n loiiiid and thru wu‘<l SLt. if 
the hullr I liUi d 

“ (^iily one bullet found ’ 

' (hil\ one, sii l)t CUac' got it out 
lo iht hiiili fl is the bullet winch 
'.iiisrd Ini death, and I got tiiipcctui 
() ill It to leal' it Mith me L’i'haps 
jou’d like to sec it, sii ’ * 

“ Oh don t tioulil"," said Vilen 
i.iitlesd'v 1 can't say <in^thing 
ithrnlt It, "Wasp ' 

" Ik mg igcntlunanasliasiiitrlli 1 
yoii ’night know SOUK thing, Vii Mkii, ' 
iai'1 VS asp, aud went lu a laigr tin 
ln>\, which ii iH irisciilN’d with h>i 
name tnd tic number ol Ins foiniei 
legiineiil, in white h ttc is hSuin this 
he took out a packet ind njicinng il, 
L' tiactodfi siihill twist of pijiei Tlien 
he placed the bullet in Vilen's hand 
"I should llii'ik it came fioui t 
Duiiiogei," said Wasp 
Alluu's I’eait le iiii^d, ten hVi luvolter 
lias not a Dciiuigc / Jlc tinned thi< 
liullct in his Lniiid i aieVssl) " it 
niiglii " he said with a shiug " 7itt 
the other ballet wasn’t found ' 

" Thu one as ripped tbo aim. sir? 
It’s buned in bomu ti u. tiunk, I guesn, 
Ml Allen But it would bo the bonie 
biKo as thu. Both were In ed fiom the 
soiie baiitil Ji'init nho'' >ai8sed, but 
tbo second did tho husinesb Bold 
on, bit, I've got a drawing of the Bed 
Deops, and I’ll ehow yop where we 
lonnd tho ooipso,' and Wasp left tho 
room 


Alien waited tilltiie door was elosod, 
] then hastily took tho revolteT fiom Mb 
• bieoBt-pockct He tiled the bullet, 
! but it pro^ to be much too laigu 
I ^ the rc^Tolving boirel, end oould not 
I hove been fired therefrom “ !i|2bank 
I heaven,'' said Allen, with a lugh ol 
I lehet, “my father la innooant’’ 
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LOKD SVliTABB 

Mbs Pvi.MPi> dwelt in a large and 
uiilHising huusj, sotuo little dietauco 
ficiiu the village, tnd standing hook a 
couaiclei ibic wiy rvoni the Shantou 
Itoiul It had a paik oJ lifteeu uries 
tilled with tiLUB, smooth liwns a 
stiaight ait'tmr’, impuBing non gates, 
and ,i lodge, »u that it waskiuito an 
iTiipiussitu niannion The buildiug 
ilsi’lt was 4 iqnaii' ed two stones, 
1^11111(1 white, Slid Jiad mon^ win- 
dows with gic’Uii shutters Lt boint- 
whai iisomblcd aii Italian Tillt, and 
IviKedi’d '-■tnshiiic to bung ont its good 
' jjomts, hut in wot wo<ithet it looked 
I misciilile and dii uj it was elu 
vatoil or a kind •>! mound, and a 
stone in taco laii loiind tlic float and 
tiir side At the bivrk wiue large 
g,udeiiH .ind langos of bot-houses 
I’Anythuig was Lrpt as mat as a 
new pm, tin Mis Palinci bad many 
seiiauls Buiiig nch, she could alluid 
to iiiilulge but latiLicb, and made fall 
asr* ol hci moDcy 
“ l.a, denr. 'aaidMis Palmer, when 
Eva was settled with boi as Lom* 
pamon, “ what’s tho ase of'Viso thou- 
sand a yoai if you don't make^yoarself 
comfortable ? 1 was brought up in a 
sJiabby way, as poor dead pa was a 
buuiU — yery Bunall -chemist at Shatf'- 
I ton. Palmer hod bis shop m West- 
haven and waa also Jn a giubhmg way 
of busineba till people took to coming 
to VVentbaven. Then nioperty jobu in 
value, and Palmer made Inouey Ho 
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iiBod to oiJl OD pa aad oommiaenite 
hiDi about tho dull teade m 
Shonton, Vrheie jpeople wore never 
eiok He i^viaecf him to move to 
WOHClinvea, bvt pa, loung heart after 
the deati) of ma, would not budf^ 
Then PAlmer proposed to me, and 
tly>ugh 1 was in love with Jiminv 
Eecles at the Bank, I thought T'd 
inairj Enoney Oh, dear me, ‘ aighcd 
Mis PolouT looking voryprettv and 
placid, “ BO here I am a vn^w 

“ A happy widow," said Eva, snul- 
ing ' 

" I d^jn't deny that, dear Though, 
to be bute, the death of jv^oi pa, and 
ot Palmer, were blow a 1 .aa fond ol 
both Jimmy Ficolcs wanti d to moiiy 
me when Palmer wont, but 1 sent 
him off with a flea in his ears It was 
o:ily my money he wanted Now he's 
manied a freeklod-faocd girl, whose 
pa IS a dtapoi ” j 

" X suppose you will many again, 
Mrs Palmei*'" 

“ I BUppofae I will, when I get the 
man to Buit But I do wish, Eva dear, 
you would cell mo Goniionct* I’m j 
sure you might, iftei being thiee days ■ 
In the bouse Call inu Gonstam u, and 
I'll tall you something which will* 
please you " 

** What IS it, Coiistanoe > " 

“Theic's a ^ai 1 slian'c toll you 
yet— It’s a surpiise, and perhaps you 
may be angrv with me T3ut bomo 
one iH coming to dinn< i " 

"Allen*’" asked E>a, hei face 
lighting up 

“ No I lie's in town At least you 
told me bo *' 

Eva nodded "Yob, he went up 
to' town List week, after seeing 
Wasp" 

" Ahuj^jlbat hoind miuder ^ " 

" Ceiuinly Allen is tiymg to leain 
who killed my father." 

" Iffs very good of him,*’ said the 
^dow, fannjtig herself viuoiously. 
"and I'm sure I hope he’ll find out. { 
The man who $bot Idr Strode should 
be hanged, or we won't sleep m oar 
bode sale. Why, Eva, you have no Idea 
hetr Xiremttehe>eati)ighte, 


a lonely house, and these lufliday hip 
pern may bringdown burglars amongsi 
them ” 

" I don't think you need fear, Oon- 
stance Theio hate been no bmglan- 
down here Beendee, you have ft foot 
man, tmd a coachman, and a gardem' 
With tbrpc men you aie quite safe " 

" I’m sure I hope so, dur But oi 
novel knows Wlicn do you cnpooi 
Mr Hill bock?" 

“ In a few days I don't know wli.it 
hc'b doing IIo refusob to tell ino any 
thing until he lindb ^ome dciinitc due 
But 1 have hib .idcliubb, and can wiito 
to him whi u'X Want to " 

" Ills fatbn IS m town also - so 
klrs IIill told me 

" Yes Ml Hill «**nb 1 p lu loie 
Allen I bthrvc he lias gonL to sumo 
«-aie to buy .uiciont miiaual iiistiu- 
ments '* 

"Dear jni*,’ ‘lud Mi« Palnioi 
"what iuhbHli that in in dots spun 
his raonev on Whd s the use « 
buying inbuiuincPts lou can’t pla 
on ’ 1 ddat say be II try lu, lUougl 

foi Ml Tlill is the qm ciest man 1 1 \» 
stt eycb on ’’ 

"He I. stiango," said Hi* 

Bbo did not wish lo toll Mis rnimiu 
that she disliked tlie litllo ui.in, toi 
.iflcr all be w,is fatbci, an. 

there was no need to uy i.nythin(. 
" But Mr Hill lb very clcvei " 

" Bo they bay But be i.oines m 
He'b always got some now ide.i in lus 
brad [ think he changes a thouoaua 
times a dav Mrs Merry doesn’t like 
him, but thou she likeb no one, do> 
bven me ’’ 

“ Poor nuiBs," BaidE\a sadly, " sh 
has had an unhappy life ’ 

" L don’t thi^ you have had 
bnght one, dear ; but yon shall hav 
if 1 can make it so Am you sme you 
have eveiything you wont? ' 

" Evriylhing," said Eva affection 
Sitely, "you are more than Kind, 
Mrs. " 

" Conttancf I " cned the pietty 
widow in a .high key 

" Oonstanea, of course But tell me 
your sarpnett.'’ 
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Mrs Fainter hegan to fid{(et '*1 “Ah' T> ihe eireus titere again ? " 
don’t know if will be pleak^, ‘‘Yea It la paying ar retom viMit 
liter ally Bva Bat if you don't like But 1 know you’re VM y ^th mo, • 
to meet him aay you have a headaobe, dear— y<oiti oall me lira Palmer " 

and I'll entertaon hun mvaelf " " Ymy well, then, CSonetaoeo,” aaid 

'* Who 18 it? ” aaked Bva, aurpnaed Bva, and baaing the pouting wi^w 
t thia smeeh. ahe eAoaped to her own loom. 

'‘Lora Saltaia," said Palmer Mrs Falmorwna kind and generopfi, 
n a very Small voice, and not daiing and made her positioii more ploaaant 
lo look at hei companion I than she expected But Mis* Palmer 

Mibb Strode did not reply Jt unco was also fooliah m many ways, pai- 
She was ill-ploaacd that tlie mau tioularly in her worship of nuik 
should come to the house, bocaubu she Because Ixnd Saltms had a titb she 
did not wish to moot him Her ivas willing to ovoilook his deuoien- 
mobhei’B family had done nothing tor ues, though ho was uutber inhdlec- 
hei, and even when she lost her lual nor amusing Bva ically liked 
fatlioi, Saltars, although m the neigh* Mis Palmer and felt mdehted to her, 
boui;houd, luut uot been kind enough but she wished Lho widow’s good taste 
to cdl Uva met him once, and, as hail ltd hoi to refuse ^lUani petuds* 
sli(> ha<l i<)ld Mis Patmei, did not sion to call Llut theto — aa Mia 
like bis fin ind i‘as> mannet How* Merry would sav--Mis Palmet ncA 
isut, It was uot lici pUcc to object lo being i gciitlowomio had xioinbeient 
f^allaiu ooiiung Thu was not her good tasto But for bur bud heart 
house, and she was niciulv i past she would have heeii intolerable 
conipauion This being the case, ahu Ilowevei, Bva hoped to impova her 
uveroattio her muiaontary rcsontmi ui into Mineilung hettei, by gentle 
andiosohed to in ike the best of the airans, though Constance wilh her 
jjubitiou She did tins the looie loud tasti'B and patent tuft-hunting 
speeiatlv ib she know thit Mis waa a dillioult siiujoct 
,rr.liDei had only bcou uctuaUd m As bliu was in mourning foi her 
iiiMtiiig SsItuB bv her woiship of, fallxv, Bva dirssod pi the sauiehlabk 
i.iuk “1 slnh be quite pleisod to | uau/i> gown in whieli bhe had hoped 
meet my counn," said Bva I to vilroine him, but without any 

"1 hope >ou uonot nnnoved, Elva ’ I tou>’li oi culoui on tins ocooblon Ab 
“ 1 am uot esaotly pleated, but this sto v><-nl down the staus, she hoped 

18 vout htfube, and ” ■ tlial Mis I’alinci would Ijo in the 

* ‘ Oh, please— pleaao don’t speak loom to wt home her noble visitor, bO 

hke that," cued thu widow, “you aa to save Lliu ciubaiiaBbnient of a 
luoko me ted ao clicup Anri the fact It te-n-h ti> But Mrs Falniei Vtm 
18 'I may as well confofin it -Lord one oi those women who never blow 
Baltars, knowing you were with mo, the value o'f time, and wb<*ii Eva 
for I told my Rbantoii biends and mtiiidthp dravviug-ioom nhe found 
they told him, asked It 1 would invite heibdl gieeted by a Bhort, oquare- 
him to dionoi ’ built iCiV lal-loobng man of forty 

“ To meet mo, I buppobe / " Salt ns was peifcotly ihaased and 

“ I fancy so But why don't you looked a gontloman, but Ais small 
like him, Bva? He's avery nueinan ” I giev eyes, niB xed, eleaU'Shavcn lace 
“ Not the kind of man I care ami remarkably closely dipped ban 
about," ruphed Bva^ r'sing, “how- did not, on the whole, make up a good- 
[ ^ever, lifo. Falmer, 1 il meet liim looking man Aa soon as he saw 
**It’s>tim 6 to dress now," She glanced Bva, he strolled forward calmly and 
at tbs i^tok, “ At what time does he eyed her enUosBy. 
arnve?" “How arc you, Miss Stiodo?— nr 

“ At seven He's at fUianjon ” I * 0 'y Couiun Bva ? " 
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“ I llxmk Mibs ijtiode ib outhunTit. 

ISvB, seating hcisolf " I atu 
Hoity Mia Pabaer is not down 
yet” 

“By Jovo, I'm not,” said Saltars, 
taking po jar^siou of a neai cliaii “ 1 
want to h.m a talk with \ou ' 

c** This IS hmdly the boui oi thi 
place ” , 

" Come now, Miss Strode — il jou 
will msibt on being so atilt — >on 
needn't be too Laid on .» chap I 
knovf I sliouUI have callid, and J 
({uite intc ndul to do so, hut 1 li.ul 
reasons ” 

" f dontotak lui youi r.asoiis, \j/ d 

SAltais” 

Tbi Tu<in dieted his tongue ogAii -it 
the loot of Ins inontb “ ^Ve dt n b 
spom to get on," he sud .it 1 ngtb, 
"‘yet I -wish to l»o Ititndh Sie 
heie, 1 want ui) niutlui to cill <uvi 

BC» >ou " 

” If Lady Ipsen oalls I shall la 
pleased ” 

“In a society fta>, but ^ou wont 
bo boart-p] eased " 

“No, '(Siiid H\4, vtiy dnidedlv 
•'bow con vou ispift nn to' lorn 
family has iiut ttoiilc'd me or lu) dead 
foUiLi woll '' 

'• Your fatliei^ " Salt.xis dn.t«d 

again and seoinod nu the point ol 
siWip; soQicthiiig iiiu oui plum nidi \ 
of the dead , but a gleam in ins com- 
panion a oyo iiidde him chsugo lus 
mind “I know \ouxe bion a bit 
ncglj**led, and Liu vciy hoiiy it 
shorM be ho," aaid he l)luntJ> “i 
assme yon that it Wtis ahvtys ni\ 
wish yon should be mvitcd to stop 
with us in Ouckinghanishii e And 
my tatbci w.is in f isuur of it too ’ 

'* Bat Lady lp«en wasn't,’ said Hi a 
ooolly , '*/ loll t tiuuble to apologine, 
Lord Sattars, I ..bould not have gone 
m U3IJ case " 

“no, by Jove, I can seo that 
Yoo'ie as proud as a peaoook- just 
like tiw TOrtroat of Uidy Uaihaia 
Delham who lived m Queen Aune's 
xe^ And she w,i,s a Tartm " 

Bva begfm to smile Saltars was 
Rtnusuig. She saw that bo was 


simply a thougbtlebS man, who lived 
foi lumsell alone He apparently 
wlsfaoil to be fiumdly, so as Bva bad 
no real grudge against bun, she 
unbent 

“ £ don't think wo need quoiiLl,'' 
she said 

“No, byfove tlntlslion't Any 
I cpiaiielbng that is to Iw doflemusLbe 
I oil youi mile Thue’s enough in our 
j family as it is You sbould heat how 
I iny inothii ,ind the dowager fjady 
Ipsi n fight bet then the dowvgui is 
I *,i dreadful old cat,' he bnisbod 
eanclidly 

“ r have nevu seen lioi " 

" You woiildn t foiget hci i^ yoi 
did Slv'>^ bc.ikeii lilc a paiint, anri 
j talks like one Kbe and ] don't bit i 
I i>ff She’-, one of what they call tin 
i obi sihool, i\h.itevei Ib.it iiicMns, am 
i she Ilutik>' I'm .1 low ]ii ■'son like . 

I pooni What I'o you tliiuk ^ ’ 

I Lord f^altats vCas not iinlikc a 
! giium in some hut his gooi' 

natiiio ii'id 1 andonr iiiiu'-* >1 Mt.i “ I 
I ^111 not .ip'isun tu judge," she sud, 
smding 

1 “Hi JoM>, >on Jtiigl.f been, 

J lliougli,' s ii'i 111 , fuini; hiisniiill giey 
^tjesoiihn, ■ sup^HJsiug you ill came 
I I ii' 5 \ S.ilts's * 

“ Tilt 1 l's nut the slight! st chance of 
lli.U, * baid I'lVa coldly 
• “ Tbeie ibn t now bnt Iheie might 

I h.i\L> bcuie \ui{ uitci a 11|' why not 
noiir, il things arc what yum falhci 
said they were 

j M.ss St lode diew lieisclt up She 

I tiioiiglit he WAS going too tai “1 
XI alJy don't know what you mean I 
am engaged tu bo maiiied " 

' £ know , to a fellow called IIil 
\ uiii latlu'i told me ' 

“ Ijunl SaltaiR, did you rnoet n 
father after be came homo^” 

“ 01 com so 1 did Ho (»Ucd to boo 
mo when he came to Lundon, anc^ 
cuin eponded ivithme long befoi e that 
1 say, do you romember when I oann 
to see you at Wairgrove ■* '* 

“ Yefa AVe did not get ou we 
together,” ' ■ 

“ By Jove, no mote vyo did I 
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wa^ a pity, beeause I came to aoe 
what kmd of a wife von’d make*' 
You're very kind,'*^ said Eva, 
dignantly, “but I'm not ou tbe 
market to bo examined like a borne “ 
“Haw — haw/' laufjhed the other, 
alappiDf; hut knee, “ that's the kind of 
thing the dowager would qfiy Don't 
got wa\^, Eva— Miss Stfodo then, 
though [ wibh yon'd call me Ileibort 
and I'd call you Eva " 

“I shall call jou Lord baltais '* 
“Saltaih without tho confounded 
lord,'' uiged the man pettina(*uinsl\ 

“ No . go ou Wh it woro j ou say- 
ing Yos, that 'vou c<iTiie to see what 
sort of a wife I'd make Who told 
yo^ to'* ’ 

" Yom fiitlui " 

*' I don t behcvp it *' 

“ It's tine, though Youi father 
waiilid }ou to inaiiy >»■' kept 
writing to mu fioox South Vfiica to 
koo]i iJie up to tlip scritcb, and SAid 
ho was i„iithpiiug a luitunn lot us 
both lien ho o<inia home be cjllcd 
on iiK nud told luo yon had some 
folly m youi head About this chap 
Hill, Aiid- — ' 

lisa losi indignantly, " Loid 
Saltais, ’ sho siul ualnil) ,ind dis- 
tinotli, “ I doni allow luit om Uf 
talk to me »u this wai Mv un^ago- 
inent t^j AU AlUn Hill is not a fully 
And T Uon't sec wh} inj lathpi bhnuld 
have talked to t on alxiut '' 

“ Because he warned me to many 
you," said Saltais, iismg and follow- 
ing her to the hi i pkieo 

Kva placed one dip^ioied foot ou 
the feudei, and an elbow on the 
mantelpiece She looked angiy, hut 
oxtrcmely piett> and well - bicd 
Saltara adopted the tame attitude 
opposite her, and looked more like a 
groom than ever Butthoespicsbion 
of hiB face was so good-natured that 
Eva oould not feel as angry as she 
ought to have done 
“ I should nevei havi. married you,” 
she said, her «dour deepening “I 
nnderhtand that you have other 
views " *■ , 

Saltan giew rod m his tain “ It’s 
o 


that boy Cam's been talking," he 
said, “I'll break Ins head" 

" That IS for you and 0am * to 
deoido," sold Miss Strode indifferently, 
“but you eon cmite understand why 
I don't discuss these things *' 

Saltara kicked the fender sulkily 
“ I wish yon would be more friendly, 
Eva,” he sAid “ 1 need a fnend, and 
so, by Jo\i*, do you ” * 

" How can I befimnd you “* *' 

“ Well, I’m m love with Miss 
Loii), and there will be a shine if 
1 mairy hei She's peifeotly stiaight 

and •' 

“ 1 don t want to bear about hoi,” 
said Eva angiily, “and it you woie a 
gentleman you wouldn't cMk to me 
ot thit sort of peisoii " 

“Slip's a pLifpctly ileoent "oit,” 
said SaltiBis, angiy in his turn, “I 
intend to make her my wifo ' ’ 

*' That has nothing to do with mo 
And I wish poll'd drop tins conversa- 
tion, Loiil Sutais It doesn't interest 
me J 4111 quite willing to bo friends 
Yum ra innci is abbiiid, but you mean 
well fkiinc,'' and she held out hor 

liAiid 

haltais took it with a long biealh 
“ Just lik» till* dowager, ' said ho, 
“jusD as nipjiv I il like to set you 
liavp a till n up with old I ady Ipspii ” 
“ WhII, then,” said Eva, “ now wo 
aic tin lids and ymi piomisu not to 
talk nnnsenso In me toll me wbab you 
mean h) niy latbuc making a fortune 
for me " 

‘ h'oi both of us, by Jove,” said his 
lordship, “you weie to be Lody^ 
fialtai'', and then we were to have 
foi tv thoasand pounds ” 

“ But ray father didn't have me a 
penny/' ''toil Eva 

“That'b what ( wish to see you 
about/’ said Saltaib eaiueetly* "I 
hoard from Mrs Palmer’s boods that 
you wore without money, and weto 
her companion, so I wrote asking to 
<ooie to-ni(^t T want to bo yont 
friend and help vou You ongnt to 
have forty thoueaud pounds *’ 

“ How do you know that ? " 
“Beennso I saw yojur father twice 
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befoise Iw was killed vnihin the loai 
ei^weeks He told me that he had 
brought home forty thousand pounds 
Tviioe he told me that, but ha did 
not jsay how it was mvoeted T ei^Mct 
his lawjet, Mask, can tell jOu ^*s 
toy lawyer too ' 

" Mi Mask told me that T inherited 
no^noDO) " 

'*Yet ryonr father saw him," said 
the nnploxed Haltars 
"I know he did, hujt he said 
nothiRK about forty thousand ixiuncla 
] knOiV that hf told Mr Mask ho 
Wonlrl plaoi- boiup money in hia keep 
uif,', without inoutiomng the amount, 
but ho rcvei did hO ” 

“ Didn't you find the money in his 
poitinantoiiu or box, oi — 

“ We found nothing . nor did we 
finii anv papers mentioning that suob 
a Aim uf inonc> was in t xwti clc * 
"Then he must have hecn iobh«>d 
of it, when <lcud ' 

ItSva shook hei head "Nothing 
was tak«m out of his pockeis Hi. 
inonc}, his ]uwellci>, his watch 
nothing \\ti3 taken ' 

•‘tiupei,’ Slid Baltais ‘ Did ion 
had tu Inspoeketsaiiigo blue pooket- 
Iwok with Ills ciest on it, st imped m 
gold',’ ' 

“ No When did you see that i ' 

" When he was (nlking to me T 
was haid np 1 don't mind baMng," 
said Baltaistiaiikly, “ that I'm alwavb 
bard up As ^ our tatbei looked upon 
UXP as his intended faou-m-law, he 
gas I mu a ponj, and took the notes 
out >1 the blue pocket-book He 
otttiird his monev there " 

" Jle would scarcely uauy foity 
(hoasand pounds there " 

" No , but bo might have caniod a 
Igltay of credit fot that amount Oi 
at Icpst he would have some momo- 
landuin of such a laigo sum. If any 
notes wore stolon with the pocket 
ho*ik, you can hsca those by the 
iiamWs when the imuderoi presenis 
them, aud than the beast will be 

oau^ But the forty thousand 

” Stop—jBto®," said Eva^ " my head 
Is in a vrbirl Axe you nre? '* 


“Perfectly, I woe to nulry you, 
and ioen we were to get the money. 
And £ may toll you that your father 
said, more would oome to us when 
he ^ed. Depend upon it, Evot Sie 
murdei was committed for the soke 
of that money " 

**1 woofler if my father meant 
diamonds f " said Eva 

Baltars started “By Jove, £ 
shouldn’t woudei," he said eagerly, 
“ he would bring diomonils liom South 
Afiioa as the easiest way to catiy such 
I ^ UigH sum Pcihaps ho had the 
diamonds in his pocket and they wsio 
btolen " 

“ 1 musk tell Allen thiS '* 

“Who IB kllon ^ -nh, xounf. Hill' 
I Don’t deny it f can see it iii \ nui lam , 
, it'<.lhu lucky man And by love he 
, IS I don't SCO whv 1 nnoiild sui 
j itiuUi you ^our fjtliei wished ns 
j to nijirv " 

“You go too fast, Loid Kaltars 
, Reuicixibei Miss Lorr\ " 

I Haltars would h.m taid sunn thing 
I mon. hut thU the dooi oi>(ni.d uul 
itlrb Palmoi, fasteuing Inr gloie, 
b.iili'il in “ Not a woid ol the 
dumourls to any one, „aiil llva 
JllUIli‘l 11 v 

“Not a woid,’ said Sallais in a 
low yoice, then laisod it gaily — “How 
.ue von. Mis Palmer ’ My coubin 
and I liave U'cn talking he looked 
it Li\a iiqiiiiuigl., hi 3 vaveiition 

i tiling him “About — about ” 

Chinese metaphysics," said the 
leniimno lutellect 


CHAPTER irn 

ins OIHEH WOUAM 

LonD SAT/raBS spent a very enjoyable 
eveuiug m the ootnpany of two pretty 
women. Evabadnobhsneeoffmther 
cooversat'on, oe Mrs PalmeT mode 
the moet of her noble guest 9 he 
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sang iio bun, she dbattered to blm, she 
3ld all that a lively vomux oonld Jo 
to amuse hun In &ot, it seemed to 
Eva aft though the widow was trying 
to fauinate his lordship Sdltars, no 

fool, saw this also 
“But it won't do," uhucMed the 
guest, as he diove back tp Sbanton in 
a smart deg eaif “Bhii's a pictty, 
tiaiuy little woman that aiduw, and 
lias money, too, though not unongh 
ioi me to many liei on Then Eva's 
worth a dozen of liri, for looks and 
bleeding But then she's got no 
money, and 1 cant oltoid to many 
puvpity Of pouiso that ioity Ihon- 
sand puundH might tuiu up, uut on 
tlip otlu r b uid it imgbt not l! inalfy, 
(Ifcio s [Jell Lioii t ' Lgh' ' bisloid^ 
<sh'p slii\eipd ' 1 m nut so gone on 
he» a.*- 1 was, theie’s soup. thing 
infiiiiilK taking about Kpll Sho’s 
a hiio woman — wilb a tcmixn But 
she s gut no Kioiiuy, and no birth, and 
pipdous little I liaijoloi, I sliotild say 
I'm lint going to many btm, though 
die tinnkb so lint it will In* tJiu 
deuro's own mb to get lul ut hi i ’ 
Saltua ai gni (I tbi-. way until In 
'i.mtodatt'baiiton 'ihiii bodchteird 
tin rpiiis to Jill gloom at llip (tool of 
till* Hotel, wlnii* Im 

stopjunc, and tang tlie bidl It was 
allui twdvi! o'doLk, and a bne staiiy 
night ' Bnt the rhill in the air madu 
Saltaii^pull up the oollas ul his over- 
coat and giuipblo Ho was nnxions 
foi his bod .uid a gkbss of steaming 
giog He gilt the last, but he was 
pieventul from getting to the first bv 
reason of a visitor On ascending to 
''la Bitting-nHim ho was met by a 
oo}>y waitei 

'‘Sour loi^hip,” said this indi- 
dual, " there's a laily waiting to see 
your iuidship in your loidship’s room ” 
“What, at this hour! It’s not 
lespeotaUe " 

“So the landlady told her, your 
loid^p, but she eoio shat she would 
do^whoi she liked, and threatened to 
make a scene liie. Cowpea then 
thought it would be best to fat her 
stay. Bbe'e waiting upetairfr— the 


kdy, I meoD, yomr lord8hip'-«nd » 
in » fins ntge'^ '> 

“It Bounds like Bell," thought' 
Soltare, and diamissed the old waiter, 
who Went book to tell tim ni{d»i-|ioiiter 
ho was going to bed But the night- 
porter ^isttaded him to toidain Up 
for a time 

“Q^eres eomg to bo a row with 
that weneh," said the night-poiter ; 

“ she’s a oiious-ndet— Miss hany by 
name, and has a temper of her own 
1 think she II give it to bis lordship 
hot I wonder Mis Oowpor don't 
obi^pot to Buoh goings on" 

Ro the tw'o men, waiter and night 
poi ter, lemained below while Raltars, 
hilly .iwaic fium tlio desciipticm that 
bib visitoi w.is Miss Lniiy, enteied 
the loom piepared loi a stoim Tho 
lady was seated in a ohnlr neai^tba 
tabb', and was ihiniang ebtunpognu 
which shu hail ordered at hui OTponse 
Hhe was i fine-looking woman of 
matin p age, and was e-tponsively 
dtessed in blue silk Tlc'r arms and 
neck were brue, and sjio woio many 
jewi Is As she was of the liinoesque 
onlrr of wornan, shu looked leinaik- 
ahly well IIui cheeks weiu flushed 
but wiietbor froui tho champagne or 
fiiiin iigp it was impossible to say 
Probably a nuvtiuc ol both gave lior 
the bigli colour she woiu, when 
looked up to set) Rdltais entci 

Jn 'into of thici dobcription and of 
the IdtimosB of tho hour, and of the 
lady b loud minnei, it must not be 
thought that Mum Loiry wasanything^ 
but a ihoioaghly decent woman — it 
somewhat of a Bohuniian Rite was 
known as an accomplished iidei 
tbioughout the length and bieadth of 
the three kingdoms, and no one bad a 
word to ;say against her ehoiooter 
She was oortainly fond of wino, but 
kept her liking for that within due 
tonnds, as a rule She w as olbo kind- 
hearted, cbantablo, and gpucFr.,us 
Many a mtn and wmnea oonneoted 
with tho circus, and with the sawdnst 
professioii OB a whole, had eanse to 
remember Miss Lorry's land heart. 
B^tennoD aa she wee, the woman 
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ittAaj MWto mBbtioto. 'B«lt«r« ooa^t 
June 4iw vmne ibon many lier, m 
iQtts of her liHh, and pnifewion, and 
Taaxe— for she certainly was ^der 
fhan be wee Bat Balters, with hw 
dwBfni^ Inatinots, looked on tiie oat< 
ward beanty of BeU Lorry eomawhat 
eoanened by age and her hard life 
Be had nrt the penetration, to see the 
tme, kindly^ noble soul Ae 
possessed And Aen it must be 
eonfessed that Miss Ijorry masked her 
OMny good qualities by indiilmng on 
Che iMst proToeation in royiu rages 
'When blind with passion, she was 
capable of anything 

" Ob,” said she, tossing her heail, 
«*a0 yon're haekl" 

"Just BO,” lephed Saltars, taking 
off lus OTeicoadb and tohsing it on to 
tbe^'Bofa. “ I didn't expect to find you 
boro — it'g' alter twelve — really you 
should not, you know, for your own 
sake People will talk, and the land- 
lady faeie IS no angel " 

Miss Lorry snapped her iingoi s and 
drank some wine "That tor the 
landlady,” she said coolly, “ so long as 
ny conscience is dear, I'm not afraid 
of what people say And I couldn’t 
go to bed without seeing you The 
eueuB leaves for Chelnufoid to- 
morrow” 


" But you needn't go with it,” said 
Saltars, hghtmg a cigarette " I dare- 
saiy we oan have a talk to-morrow 
More you go?” 

" We must have a talk to-night and 
*an Urdermndmg too,” snsp^ the 
wonisin; hex eysg biasing "Look 
here. Lord BaltM, what do you mean 
by after that end 7 ” 

girl?” auc^ his lordship, 
n seat ^ 

"Trou know well enough You’ve 
been over to Wsxgrove to dine with 
tital Ibk PahnsK, and Mise Strode 
le w^bex ef a eonqtanion ” 

**'xoia seem to Jhww all ahontit, 

Bea» . ; 

oett mk.BeU. I'to nere^ 
yon permMwn eo estt me ^ 
imehiEmttsaitwem.' . I elwaytesUytta 
^4 - ^ : . ' y. 


Lord Batten and not HetheMi. You 
can't say a word against me ” 

" I dim’t want to, but— ^ 

"I shan't listen to your remarks,” 
said Mibb Lorry in a rage; "youthink 
because I'm a oiroadri^ that I’ve 
^t ncr pride and no deoenoT But 
I'd have yopr lordship know that I'm 
a respeotabfe woman, and thbre’s no 
mud can be thrown at me You asked 
me to marry you, and I said I would 
Is that BO ? ” 

" Yes, but " 

" Hold your tongue If that is so, 
what right have you to go after that 
girl ? She's a nioe girl uid a decent 
girl, and a lady, whioh I am not All 
^e same, yon shan’t spoil her life " 
Saltars raised bis eyebrows " I 
have no intention of spoilmg hei life 

She's my cousin, li youremen^r ” 

" Ob, I know But you'ie just the 
sort of man to make love tn hn , ami 


bioak hei booit Aud as you’re 
engaged to many me, I shan’t have 
it Ho you look out, Mr llorbert 
Delham, or Lord Saltars, oi whatever 
you oall yourself ” 

"I wouldn’t get in a lage ovei 
nothing, sE I weio you," said Saltars 
coolly, *' and I shouldn’t drink more 
of that wine either It only excites 
you Try this,” he tossra her a 
cigarette, "it roayoalio your nerves" 
'•'My nerves are my own to do 
what 1 like with And u youAad my 
neives you might talk It isn’t a 
nervous woman who con nde and 
control a savage etaUion. hke White 
Bobm ” 

"That horse will kill you some 
day," said Saltars, "he’s got the 
temper of a fiend ” 

" M have 1 when roueed, eo doh*t 
yon make me angry,” 

" You'ie not very good-tempered 
now Try the oigareftoi” 

" I’ll smedm if yon bfmd me me 
properly and h^ it for me. J do 
not fhuiga miown to me as tf I 
were O dog ’* 

Lotd uutsm voie aa^ noduoed 

anoSier ajga mft s flm ooO'bff tlnew 
WM lyrngton the tiAle BjT.offlqed 
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this to Miss Lo^ mth a bow> 

groTely lifted ^ iiiatoh< In 
anotbw nunnie Mestnoks was onriing 
bom tmr full lips, and die cahnsd 
down. Saltan i^nmed to his seat 
and lifted a new toll of tobaooo With 
the stmnp of hu old cigantte How 
did you know I went .to fflianton 
to-nwlA?'' * 

A omn told me Yea, and he told 
nu about Miss Strode bemg Mn 
Palmer’s companion He went to-day 
to see hiB mother, with whom Mias 
Strode hved She— the mottiei,* I 
mean-^-kaew that you were rang to 
Mn Palmei's to-mght, as ^ra Pal- 
mei told hiKT " 


•“ I wonder Mta Failmer took the 
trouble,” said Saltan oooUy “ My 
movements seem to interest her, ana 
this Mrs Moiry and Coin I’ll break 
that young man's head if ho spies 
on me ” 

" You’ll have to reckon with Signor 
Antonio if yon do, and, as he's the 
Strong Man of our show, you’ll get the 
worbt of it " 

" Great stiength doesn’t usoally 
mean science And 1 think I can 


pat up my di; 
" l^u’ie a 


with any man ' 
said Miss £i 0 


** Yba’ie a biutc,” said Miss Lorrj, 
with an admiring glance at Saltan’ 
snllen strength, which was what 
attracted her. “no one would take 
yon to be a noUemau " 

“ As* to Signor Antomo,” went on 
Saltan, taking no notice of the com- 
pliment, “ he's not .in Itahan in spite 
of his dark looks and bioken Bng- 
hdb He's a h^-bred wpsy mum- 

? », and a black^ard at that 
ou seem to know mm pretty well, 
Miss Lorry 1 oan't say 1 admire your 
duneaof acquamtanoes.” 

imow you," she retorted, “so 
sWre the last person to talk As to 
Antomo, he’s with the show for 
years, and I'm always fnendly with 
fellow artistes Htfs a brute, aa you 
are but he daren't show his teeth to 


me. 




“He shows ihm to Oau often 
< ■t-Bs’s fond of the boy sU theeemay 


w 

sod he's th e "■ - ■ ' * hem Mills Lp^y ' 
ohe^ted herself 1 “eml it desan^ 
matter 1 didn't oosoe here to totk 
shout Antomo It's getto^ late, sod 
I want to go to my ropm/ Tm 
lodging in the next hoi^*' 

“Ton should have Ipft a tneMsge 
asking me to oall '' 

“ I dare say, and you'd have oorng^ 
wouldn't yon ? ” • 

“But heie at tins hour yooip 
reputation " 

“ Leave my reputatioii alone," 
oned Miss liorry m a rags, “it'e 
better than yonn I'd like to eeawity/ 
one say a word against me. I'dhave • 
the law of him or her — ^if yott're 
thinking of that white-faced oat the 
landlady But see here, abont Miss 
Strode " 

“ Don’t say anything about Mias 
Strode I called, aa her ooflsm. 
There’s no oliance of my marrying 
her” 

“ Mr Strode said othecwiw.” 

' “You didn't know Strode^” said 
> Saltars, staitmg and looking puadedk 
I “ Oh, didn't X though 7 ” jeeiM Miss 

I Lorry, “well, Ijobt did. Six yean 
I ego 1 knew him He oame to the 
circus, behind the scenes, I mean, to 
bee &gnor Antomo He spotted 
Antonio performing in the riu and 
reoogniBea an old fhend £> he 
called after the perfonnanoe and was 
introduced to me I knew him agaUI 
when he came to the oirous 'When we 
wore noai London He oame to see 
you then " 

“ [ know he did Btrode mdled at 
my digs and foand|||em my mao that 
I'd gone to the sHns. As he widud 
to see me befoM he wenttoWarmMVe, 
he followed me to the show Bni t 
didn't know you spoke to hun, or eesd 
knew him ” « 

“He oame to see me on bis owa," 
said Miss Lorry, faowm ug, “when 
you were kdkmg to Stag bed d 
oonversatom, ara he siw yon were 
! gomg toinBiX 7 Mfa»,Btrodft^~’' 
i, “ Welt, 1 wsbn’t kngegsd to ym 
I toen.” 

I “Yeu'niiQf e&gagiditowtihlm I 
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choose to»*' ssid 4^6 woraiui tooUy, 
"bo^you went nalong lore to me, 
fod I idd ACr Slirode that I bad a 
(dauti M yon. He lost his temper 
nad eftid yoa had promised to mazry 
has daugmoi " 

“ If i had, I would hardly have 
]^posed to you,” saul Saltars 
dipCvaaticnlly 

"Ob, \ don't know You do 
exactly what suits you And if Mr 
Stiode had hved he might have 
induced you to throw me over and 
many ^es Strode But he's dead, 
whosoever killed him, poor man and 
you're engaged to me Do you mtond 
to mairy me oi not "> ” 

** Well 1 want to, but theie s no 
money " 

“Kow do you know thtre's no 
mono) ^ I've grjt my savings Yes, 
yoa'mav look , hut I’m no spondthciit 
1 have enough invested to bung me 
in hvo hundred a >ear, and nian> a 
year I’ve worked to got the money 
together We can live on that and 
with what yoiu father will allow you ” 

” My fatuer won’t allow mo a penny 
if T marn you '* 

Mu> 8 Loiry rose calmly “Vety 

K id If you'ie going to take that 
e, let us pait I shan t see you 
again aftei to-night ” 

But Saltars was not going to let 
her go so easily Be really loved this 
woman, while his liking for Eva was 
only a paesing fancy Iiegotten of hei 
dead lather's schemes Often, when 
away from Mise Lorry did he curse 
himself for a fool, and decide to break 
hlB eihaiae, hut when m hex piosenoe 
the magnetum of the woman asseitod 
its^. Her bold, free, fleiy spirit 
appealed to Soltum greatly uso she 
was a siwndid horsewoman and 
eoald talk, wisely about the stablss 
SaJtaurs loved horses nune than any* 
thing ta life save this woman, and 
her,eonversatMMi was always within 
his eamptelujiBBUai. Moreover, durum 
all I4i« 6ine of their ponttmg she had 
navhr him to even hiss heir, ‘ 

alvay* aasestiug that she was a 
, lei^Mta^ ' OonseqttenByy 


08 toe fnuir was dangling just out of 
Sritszs' reaeh and oxily to be obtained 
by manriageh hs wae ins mors aoxioos 
to }duok it. Finally, Bell was really 
a magnificmit-loolung woman m a 
bold way, and this viaa wpealed to 
the Bueoeptible natuio of Mitars 
•* Don't g(v Bell,” ho said, oatohing 
bci dress a$ she moved to tUb door 
Whereat she turued on him 
'’Leave me alone, Loid Raltars, 
and call me Miss J-Oiiy I won't 
have you take hberties Either you 
love me and will many me openly in 
a decent church, or wo part I'm 
not going to have mud thrown on my 
good name fur you oi any one ” 

" You know that I love you '* 

" I know notlimg of the sort li 
you did, you'd not go after your 
cousm , not that 1 ve a wonl to say 
Against her, though she did ticat 
me like dut when wo spoki at 
Wiu glove " 

"1 only went to sec my cousin 
about tho money left hy her litber ” 
Miss Loiiy turned and leaned 
against the will iicni the dooi 
‘ Thuio was no money left, ' she said 
sbaiply ” Mrs Afeiiy tolii Gain, and 
lie told me The poor girl has lo go 
out as a ooinpiiDion ” 

" [ know J3ut thoiB is money 
Htiodo told me that he would, give 
hex and me foity thousand pounds if 
we mamed « 

" Veiy well, then,” said Miss Lorry, 
bci eyes hashing, "why don't you 
go and mairy her ^ 1 won't stop 

you ” 

** Because, in the first place, 1 love 
you , in the second, she has not got 
the money and don't know where it is , 
and m the thud, she is engaged to a 
fellow called Hill ” 

"Allen Hill?” said Miss Lony; 
"yes, I remember him Be told me 
he was engaged when we qidm lit 
too gate of toe cottage. A nice young 
fellow and qiute the man 1 love a 
maa,” said Miss Lorry adrainnglyt 
"and toot ob^ has a man’s eye m 
his head, LoairleU you.'' 
"Wbatabontme? ’ 
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bd^ omdesaA on ^tai aaeomstl %» 
baad VQ^d.lAve beleiii altoUtfi 
ibe body vulpngib the Baft Dettpii^ ', 
«M amen whao U hy is tike' 
eoltesa«** said Sfiaa Lorty* **I la* 
momber And Mash said Ibat be 
bad no money of Btrode'Si so Hiete's 
not much use of tdie band bomg sent 
to him It's all yety qui>ar " • 

“ Do yon intend to ^ an^ umaVel 
the mystery of the death ? " 

"Wny not/ I'd like that girl 
mamed to Hill and oat of my way. 

I don't intend to let her uaaxry 
you Bo good-mght," and Miss Ijony 
marohed off without a word more. 


ytmls a moA enodgb. 
dr I shonlchi't have tdken tni wZ& 
ytm. Bail aay^ if Moss Stroib's «n» 
oagsd to HiU why doOsn't she many 
ntm now that the faihat’a dead and 
Aara’a no obstacle ? *' 

*'I don't know why the mamage 
doesn't ttdm place, s^d Saltan 
pondetii^, *' bat I ibmk it^ beoause 
there's no money " 

" There's the forty thonsand 
pounds." 

“ Tfaat oan’t bo found, and there's 
no momorandum amongst the papens 
of Stiodu likely w say where it is T 
expect he brought the money home 
fiom Afiioa m the form of ihamonds, 
aod hid them somewhere " 

Miss Lorry eban^ coloui “Oh, ' 
she said thouehtfully, and then wont 
on rapidly, If this forty tlionsand 
pounds comes to Miss Bt^a, 1 sup- 
pose she'd mairy Hill ? '* 

'* Bather She seems vciy fond of 
him " 

'* He's worth bring fond of < he's a 
man I tell you, Siut.urs Hnmphi 
I wonder if tlie money' can be found / '* 
"Theie dooen't seem to be much 
ebanor " 

“ Do you think the money is locked 
np in diamonds ’ " ' 

“It might be As no money was 
found, .Btiode might have brought 
home fos fortune in that form" 

“I read the papeis •about the 
uiquest,” said Miss Loiry, staling 
at the gtound , " what awut th.^ 
lawyer?” 

“Mask? Ob, he knosro nothing 
He said so at the inquest" 

“ I wonder if the wooden hand has 
anything to do with the mattei 7 " 
"'Weu," said Balters, rising and 
yawning, " it was oertamly stole^ so it 
wooU seem it had a yalue Of course 
if the hand was sent to Maskit was to 
be a sign that he bad to give up any 
money’ll might have It might have 
. been stolen for that porpoee.' 

and the mam mi^ have 
been inurdieaed to obtain posseaeion 
cd It." • . 

Hi don't ttimk so. If Bttnde had 


CHAPTER XIV 

SIOKOn ANTONIO 

OuN MfauuT was a particular pet of 
Miss Loiry's, and the lad felt grateful 
to her for the atlontioo He Muured 
her exceedingly, and at one tone bad 
fancied himsoli in love with her But 
Miss Lorry, expenencod in admirers, 
laughed at him the moment ebo de- 
scried the early symptoms, and told 
him she was old enough to be his 
mothei It was oreditoble to Oain 
that he took the hint thus mven, and 
devoted himself to Jane Wasp, with 
whom be had been in love ever since 
they attended the same board sohool. 
And after his passing fancy for Miss 
Lorry, the lads love for the police- 
man's daughter became even' more 
marked, much to the ]Oy of Jane, wlio 
adored the dark-eyed scamp, smd lost 
no opportumty of meeting qim 
Bat Cam was such a JMfaeiBjan, 
that tins was no easy matter Owmg 
to the naggmg of hie mother, Jto 
stayed away horn Misery OssUe as 
much as he could, and got }obe ih tfaa 
Buirounding country aro iit Lcndoit 
I Also there was some mfluenoo at 
{ work on (MWs ohsraot^, wiuob Jane 
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coold ztofc'ondmteaid . Bomething i 

ma^ bun moody aod inoUned bim I 
, to despair In her simple vay Jane \ 
tried to learn what it was, ttuA she 
might comfort him, but Cam always 
baffled fiet 

On the moEDing after Mias Lorry's 
intemew with Saltars, the lad was 
100(0 dismal than usual, and was 
rather li|t1e8B m hia work As the 
circus was uaokmg up to move on to 
Ohelmsfoea. theie w<m little time to 
be lost, and Cam came in for many a 
haid '^oid At length the managei 
became ozasiieiated at hie indolence, 
and sent him ofi with a message to 
Miss Lony, who had xouuis near *he 
Queen's flotol Nothmg loath to be 
rehoved fiom moving heavy beams, 
and taking down the laige tent, Cain 
set off in better >ipintb 

On passing thtough the market- 
place about ten o’clock he saw Jane, 
perched on a light uiaiket-eart, and 
ran towards her with a bright face 
The girl rcKioivud him with a joyful 
ory, and cxulamed that she liad been 
looking for him foi the past hour 
*' Mrs Whiffles drove me over," she 
ezplamed, getting down to speak more 
fr^y , she keeps tbo Waigiovo inu, 
you know " 

"Of wuise I know," said Cain 
quickly, "I’m Wai glove as well as 

K >u, Jane But how did >our father 
t you go ^ I thought he was keop- 
mg youjin to help >our mother '* 

" Ah, he doM that," said Jane with 
a Sigh , " fatbei's a hard one, Cam, 

• and bates you hke poison Yon see, 

he's all for the law, and yon " 

*' And I'm a vagabond, as my 
mother says Well, Jane, don't \ou 
fret, I'm geitu.g a highei law Inau 
your taiher serves I'll tell you about 
It some ^y How did you come 
over?" 

"X (old yon I came with Mrs. 
Wj^SBes. Mtother wanted some things 
hen, and as Mrs Whiffles was gomm 
she thought X might eome too, i 
dum't (eu father anytbmg, nor will 
mother , He’s out (ill two, and we* 
mast be back bq^ore (ben. B^motbar 


wonldn'i have let me eome had she 
knewn the eirons was here, Cam 
She sa^ I’m not to think of you at 
all I'm to go out to servioe " 

"We may many before you do 
that," said Gain quickly, "liaw did 
you know the circus was here’" 

“ Mr HiU's gloom Jacobs told me " 
" Oh ' " Cam frowned " Ybu're too 
thick with that Harry Jacobs." 

“ I've known him all my UfOi 
Cam " 

" So have 1, and 1 don't like him 
He thinks he's every one, because he 
wcaib a smut lively I wear just as 
smart a ono m the circus " 

" Yes, but the oiicus am't decent, 
Gain 1 could never many yoi^ if 
you kept on there I couldn't go 
about as you do, and if you're to be 
my husband I'd like to bo near you ” 
"Yon shall bo nccU* me, and we'U 
many to take set vice m somethmg 
bettor than .v circus," said Cam, hm 
loco lighting up 
" What's that ^ " 

Cain drew neai and was about to 
speak, when bui ear was suddenly 
seized by a loigo dark man, who 
frowned "Why aieu't vou seeing 
Miss Liony, you young seamp f " said 
\hp stiangoi " I've got to do youi 
business Mr Stag asked you par- 
tioulaily to give that note Hand it 
over " ' 

“ J’ll tako't now," said Game getting 
fre< , " leave my eoi alone ” 

" You give the note to me. Cam 
Who is this f ” and he lohked at Jane 
" She’s a ft lend of mine fiom War- 
giovn," said Com sulkily, "got back 
into the oait, Jane " 

" From Wargrove '? " said the dark 
man witli a queer smile, "and her 
name 7 ” 

"I’m Jane Wasp, sir," Said the 
rarl, lookmg mto the man's somewhat 
biutol face 

The man lacked " Pbhoeman 
Wasp's doubter, as I’m a smnei 
Hows your fool of a father ? Catob^ 
lUg every one he shouldn't ootoh. I 
suppose ? ,He '^os always too olevar." 
Camimnposed. "Luvehera^ne 
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Ijwm'iAlxM #fllfio«m«D WAqs'a )3«zig 
Hbw?'* ‘ . 

"'HaVtooCog lAer the*miitderer 
'<rf Ifx, Strode, ".mod Jane pohtaly 
the man starM and landed ** I 
hope he’ll oatoh him hot it e a bust^ 
nags ta^eir h^otid hie powei s, I fanoy 
Stop, you’re the mrl who delivered the 
paekage to Ifi Hill * ” 

‘'To young Mt. Hill," eaid Jane, 
elimtung into Miu Whiffles* cart, 
"net to the father" 

Signor Antonio turned on the 1 m> 
with a frown " T told you it was to 
be given to Mr Uill huubelf ” 

" Well, ho got it light enough," 
eaid Cain impabently "I ga\e it 
to Jane at Gokbeetur, and she took 
it to Ml. Alien, who gave it to lua 
father." 

" And what happened? ” 

“I don’t know,” saad Jane "I 
didn't see Mi Hill get it" 

" Tou fool," cnod Antonio turning 
on Cam with another enail " 
wanted the girl to report how IIiH 
looked when no opened the padiage, 
and nopr— " 

“ Jane's got nothing to do with this 
husinesd}" said Cam resolhtely, " and 
1 won’t have her iiu\ed up In yout 
af&ura" ' 

"Oo yon know who I am?" de> 
maoded the man, bla«k Vuth anggi 
, ‘‘Y«%"rwli^thehoy withaqnaei 
look , '^you'ra Signor Antonio " 

Ja&a thought she woidd interfere 
Bgouaresaemedtobea ehanee of a 
wntveL “lib. IfflU vent to lamdon 
ufeflMrM the paieeL" 

same day?" asked the 
matt e i^| ori y> ^ . 

^‘Te&idr Jooi^irfiodrivubim, 

* * -fc-..- I 
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"Of uttgKdil hisfeaiBeafe»t:/^»i^. 
sir Jaebbtffedd me ^ tf, 
"Toaqpaak tob ttnA to Jaeak^^ 
eaed Cain, "rtoaemhto 
totninyttia, Jatte." * 

" Stuff and nonseum,'^ mfd Binior,; 
Antonio^ who ni spite of his ItaHiju, 
name and looks did not speak his own 
language, "yottll not marry 
gurl." 

“ But 1 shall/' said Osan, setthig Hfe 
teeth , " mmd your own busineas " 
"Thi<tismyba8mag^, youbeafr— " 
"Jane,” said Cam pmntiM to ^le' 
hotel, " yondei Is Mrs Whiffles war- . 
lug to you Drive over. I'll aettd. 
you my address, and you oan wSHe ^ 
to me Good-byo, dear." ’ 

He would have olimbod on tkeeatt 
and kl>l^od her, but jhat tdte sO'CaiAd 
Ttahan drpw him back Jane, lather 
Btarted and pnzxled bv tlto deiniiuoa 
this strangot seemed to etoroise over 
Cam, drove hastily away fo the onib ' 
where fat Mrs Wuiffles stood wa'npg 
fa(*r fat arms She looked bade to sto 
Cam and Antomo in fleioe conventa- 
tioD, and dreaded a quane! 

And indeed there would have been 
a quarrel hut for the boy's soU-posses* 
Sion Cum appearod tobavefsrmoito 
ooiumand of his temper than tbeoJdek'' 
man, and spoke qniettyenoitfh "See t 
here," he said, "£ won’t httve yon . 
mteifensg With my affeiis " • 

"Do you know who I am?" de* 
manded Antonio Sgaili. 

" Yon asked doe that before end lit 
pubho,” said Cam, " and I told yot 4 
you were Signor Antonio. But yon 
know well enou^ what yog are ttud 
so do I" 

"Andwfaataml?"(e(ttadAi>tooip. , 
" Yoa'za the man that dssprted nw 
wife and duM, told your ttkBM IS fSUee • 
Meny" 

" Tea, it fe,' and don't yon teBi etl 
deeertmg, TOO farai l'my<!fnt<i||to^’ 
so yoa low out. riHfandfcyaa^T’ 
. " ao. yen wmi'C tojft 
baldly; " Tm qu^ tonal to 
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THE WOODEN HAND 


nosHalono [ vcpulupwilii >oiiev<n sent Butsey to steoil thnt wooden 
^iTKO wo mot a ago, and I did hand ' 

wrhAt volt Wtunod beciu'w vou pio j "It'baliR 1 don't know who took jt *' 

mited mo not to go neat tny inotiiei I “ t IwIirvp But^y did, though why 

I loari} that \ou have written that * *^00 wanted it I don’t know And 
}oii jiitfiid Uk (..ill on nei " what ib ttioie lietwoen you and Mr 

" 'Wlmt il [ rl<i ' Kilo’s my ivlfe as Hill, father, bceiug }ou sent him that 

>011' 10 my son Khe's got a house ciobs^” , 

01 ti her head, and money, and I ve j “That >5 mi business,’ 'growled 
got i i>(;ht to sbaro bntli " Vntonio, finding his son knew too 

"Xo, vou h.iieii’t,* oaid C.uu much for him, ‘*\ou hold jour 

ahuijili, "}OU i>' iiofiiitl'fi of mine, ns ! tuuguc ” 

>ou dcsiitfd me and luulhei when j 1 W’lll 10 long as ^ou keep away 
we Will jujoi Nov' tli it we’vo got 1 from my mothn " 
mo)i« you'd come and make iiiolliei [ fjotd. I’ll keep nwa},’ said 
inisouliU' 1 kr pt laj put ul tlu Antonio good hiimouiudly I don't 
haigaui, so you ktep m youi If w.uH tu hii with hei nagging and 

you wiite mothpi agiiu 01 go oiiai ^ vihiiupi iing, Yoii'io hei son, >-'110 
lin, 111 make iLing!;, hot” | inongli — .1 young jiiig going against 

iivide a d‘wh at Iho hoy— 1 youi lawful fathii * 
thei W‘ui' jio' in d (piut side slieet { “Ouh foi my nothet s >■ ikr And 
-"and g 4 sp‘<l with 1 igi “ ^ on uu you w int iiu to do wioiig liii ■>e''ij]g 
untuial yoi'tig ciickoi) ’ light tulm .ii'd I in < )• uigiiig ’ 

"Leave me alone falhei, 01 L ll j “What dii you uwan by seeing 
Bing out f,i( the polite ' I light*' Yonio .ilw>\s saying that” 

•MNhdt*" Autoiihi, liiidiug foice j Mii Imvii (o t’u hilvatuiii \imy 
would not do, begin to whim , ‘ynud ‘ incelingfr ' '•.iidCiiii si) 1 i.iiiiil\, "and 1 
nin m von jiooi <iJd Uthn ' ' 1 I set' wlut .1 sini f i 1 uu " 

" I don t want to, s.odCvii, "hut • *01i, \ou’ii> ,>oing to tmii paieoii, 
it yon liiicc iiiL to, I mi'sb Ml I i^iv | au \uu Wt 11 vou lan do what 

19 tui you to ki cp iivvay linn nintliei, l^you Like, hut hold ynin Iciiguc about 

and leave me alom 11 you don't, 1 II , iin hiisincbs 

toll Wasp Miiuetiiing lie iniy like to l ‘ 1 11 do ->0 Hut tell iiu, latliei *” 

heat ” I Cam loukid u’S'nudy into the biutol 

The uluei iraii tuinrd poll' tbiuugh j lioi , "liuil you (Ui^tliing tu do with 
hiB hwaiLliy ikiii " W’lul will you ! thit loutilLh ' ' " 

toll liTtii? ' he asked lu a iliu k | XiiUnno glmd ind looked like a * 
yoicu dtvil He madi another' da^h at tho 

" Novel YOU uiiud [hu I know iai^, but at that moment thiee 01 four 
yoi' ^aw Mr Sli ode when he came tj men ramp* lound the coinei, and 
the oirons Hint night artei fioid aiuougst them a policeman At onoe 
baltais Theu tliuru's Butsey — " Xntiuno buisi uut into a loud laugh 
"What about ilut-^py ’ ’ asked the find tonk to his hiuken Kuglish 
father nneasily, .md glaimg " Vei’ goot, niv leptlc boy, gif me the 

" Nothmg <hilv lie's a had lot letter 1 go to Mccs tjoiiy Ah, 

1 Di no groat shakes n y solf," oiliuittod J>io * ’ 

Cam sadly, " hut 1 m hoginoingto seo Cam haw that he would not roceivo 
iiowwiokikdl am If 1 was ashodab a reply tiv his teriihle question just 
B itsey, fatbii, 1 d not tieat yon liko then, so, glad to get away on tho 
thib You sent Butsey with a lying ebanu* of haying anothei talk with 
message to iprnhei — " Jane, ho PsoapM Haidly had he 

"1 wanted to know how bhn tamed the corner when his ntbersvas 
ookrd " after himr and a deep voice breathed 

"No, yon didn't I believe yon m his oar. 
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] bad nutUin^ to do mth tbati” 
Bud Antoaio anxiously ; " i'oi txid, 
but not so bad aa that. I don't know 
who killed the man Go"->-a push 
sent the boy loebng— “ and hold youi 
tongue I'll keep my pait of the 
bai^m and leave >oai mother alone 
Keep youiB," and heloio Cam could 
recovcidiis bieath Antonio waa iing- 
ing the hell ot Miss T.niiy s lo<{gings 
That lady wae ]nbt up and at luoak 
fast Antonio w lo sho'iu into liei 
faitting-iuoin, .ind found hei durik- 
mg coflee She s.i luted him withjk 
BiniV “ Well, Cileh, what a brought 
yon hete at tlj'b hoai ' ” 

" This Ictli'i fiuni Slag, ’ Cuiul 
Antonio, gning the unto hu liad 
reccivtil iioiii Cain , “and don't ciU 
mo Giles, Holl ” 

"You secin much jfi.ud of 
poopio kno'iing ^ou,’ <-]ji jtfied, 

oponiiig th( oiiMlopi, mil luninrg 
het i'}Os (i\«i the Icitoi ' lit jg 

wants mo to niakt anoiliei omtiact 
foi the Noilli ' hhi tluow ilowji the 
Tiuto Well tin II, 1 wuut ' 

“ Wl ataiti you going tnclu, i|un * ' 
“Go to London and iraiiy IjouI 
flattois " 

“ He means business, tlu'u ’ ' 

Miss Jjotrv lose, iukI louLol a? 
though slio wiiiild blap Viitonui >> lati* 
“ \.ou,hjuud, shn hibsed, "do >fiii 
think f d let any uiau play fast <ind 
loose with me Not a* wind ’ sbo 
added, seeing a g'un smi'e on the 
btiong niatiB lace ' T l\now what 
you would say Ijeavc ihe iM.'st alone, 
or it will Lo the woibu fen you And 
see heio, what s beconie ul that lioy 
liuts^ 7 ' 

“ Iw s in London at ITatlii i Don's " 
"Pool little wretch Being iicule 
into a devil snob as you aio. Then, 
TOu send for him to come to Ohelnis- 
foid I want bun to delivei a Icttei, 
and the soonci its dohvcicd the 
better " 

“ Can’t I dclnei it / ” 

" No, you can't 1 can tiust 
Butsev I can't trubb you " 

“ Who IS the lettei lo ? 

" That's my huamebb/’ flashed out 


Miss laniy rotoinmg to her mter- 
rupl^ breakfaet , " tw Stag I U^soe 
him about the note- at my own time " ^ 
“ But, Bell, if you leave the show, * 
how will you hve ? ’* 

" l'\o got money eaved Y\)U need 
not ask now much,” blie odded^eing 
the cupidity flush into the man's 
otcb, " fur I am not going to tell you. 

L iiwo tlio show at the end of Oott^r, 
niid thi'n J leiiiam m town till 1 
biionu 1 ady Saltais " 

" \ nice batgain he 11 got with you," 
giowh'd Antonio '* 1 koow you " 

" Vb wo VO Iieen togetbei In tho 

ciTi us iuL yeaiB, you uugbt to ” 

" I wasn't tliiiikmg of the oiicus, 
iiut of 

“TJold \oni tongue," she cnod, ris- 
ing again, ‘ nmul y oui own husmosb " 

" You (loii’k iriake it wutth my 
will It Sii)>pri-.( I «.)ioil youi gifline 
with L'lid isallais * ' 

Miss Loiiy s faco became haril and 
her 0 } es gli ttiu ed “ You dai e to mtoi ■ 
lcif,*ii'd ni send to that iwihtnnan 
at Waigiutu to tell him I saw you at 
\A(Sthatun speaking to a p.iJt ot tho 
biggt st bltickguaids in Iionduu " 

“And wliit will that do'^ ['so got 
• light to speak to wlioiti T choose " 

' You can loi itli I rate,” said Miss 
Liiiiy, sitting d'lw'i oncenioie, “your 
biisiiir>,» liiks iiotliMig to do vitli mo 
so long as you leave me alone Why 
1 don I yon go Jioiiie to y om pool wife ’ " 

! "My p..o, wife don’t y^t mu 
j Aiirl J wuuldn I live with lin foi gold 
I untold, seeing liow hliu nogs and 
I iiioauN My wife ' ' bnueted the man* 
with an ugly look , " you'll a mi e ono 
i to hiik of hei ' 

I “1 tell you chat, GiUb Meiiy," 

I s.ud Miss Lorry, with gi'.ai dehbot- 
I tttiuii, “ y ou d bctti i kc'eyia civil tongue 
J or you’ll lia»u a bad tune J U hoi'se- 
, wlnp you befuip the compiuiy, Bliong 
man .is you am " 

Vntoiiio scuwleil “ Yon wouldn’t 
dare ” 

* Wouldn’t I ^ You talk hke that 
and sou 11 sec You always were a 
Inute and you always wll be I only 
• hope,' added Mws Is>rry, endden^ 
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loo^g into bis eyofl, ** that yon ntan't 
frometbing woib» '* 

Antonio Ddot tho look with groat 
’ conipOBUio Meaning a nioidomi ? *’ 
he aai'd “ Cam askca me if I did kill 
Bliiode ^ 

“ Aod bow ilo I know you didn't ? ’ 
"Bwanse J did not,” cned the 
oiiUi. iisiug and looking fieroe. 

‘^WelV’ ttud Mibs Loiry after a 
paube, “ t dare sa> you didn’t But 
)ou know who did ' She looked at 
bun cu'diehingly 

"I swear h} all tliat’ahol>, I don’t > " 
Mifa^ Jjoirv lauglied dis.vgieuabl> 

“ tViiC} (hh s Merry talking of holy 
things C nil 6 woitb a doy cn of y • ’ 
“The young fool I Ifo'h going to 
joi^i the SolratkiDists I ' 

“ And a good job too, u u d Miss 
Loiiy, with a ii^eaecd kiok, “ he may 
ooEvert you " 

*' lict hitn tiy,' said th< altccLuiuato 
father, *' and I'll siuash him ’’ 

" l*eihaps you’d lathci Cam joined 
fathbi Don, and Jtod Ffiiy and hov-Y 
Uh, I saw vou talking to ileiiy and 
Poxy at Wcstliasoii It’s niy holiLf," 
added Mies Iioiiy ciushing hvi <gg- 
ehell, “ that tlioso two have bouic- 
tlung to do yvith Sti ode's und " 

“ Why don’t you tell the jiohce so ' ” 
“Because I’vo got luy ovv.i hbh to 
tiy," recoiled Alis^ Loiiy, using and 
wiping her mouth , '* but the piebenoe 
of London thieveb at Wistliaven when 
a gen^einan vvai muideied and 
lobhui, looks (meet If the police 
knew, they'd cullai •feiiy and Bosy 
• and Piithci Bob too i fancy you 
would be brought into the niattoi " 
“Look heii/' cued Antonio with 
ai) oatli, “ do yon charge me, oi any 
of thoBe tbieo with niuidci i " 

“ No, 1 don't I only' know that 
you were Strpde’s pal lu the old days, 
and that Vou did a lot ot duty woik 
toi him, You’re m witli a bad lot, 
lee, and will come to a bod end 1 


Gil 

on! 


only wish I could rescue that poor 
little brat of a Buteey from ran, but 
Uie boy's past refonaing 1 know 
nothing o{ nun, saye that he haa an 
adEQUMtaanfwjue^and ran my errands, 


so that IS why I want him to deliver 
this letter You'll try and learn who 
the letter is written to, Giles, bat 
you won't X oan trust Bat8«>y But 
why don't you turn honest man, and 
make inonc^' " 

“ How can I ? Konoet men dco^t 
moke mon^ And I gam my hTiim 
honestly enough asa sUong ]i«an with 
Stag'' 

“ \h, that's A blind to cloak your 
leal ehatacter You'in iii with llhther 
Boil’s gang Why ooi bpbt on Ihctu ” 
Mi'*^ LoiTv leaned toiwaid and spoke 
softly “Jt'or iDStanoe, why uo. call 
on Afi Ktiode'b lawjer and Loll Inni 
lied Jeny came home fiotn Afiicii 
about the same tuuo that Stiode did ? ' 
“^hac good wciald Lli.it ilo'* ’ 
"Icin't say Mask kuows 
thiiig, rind I naut that sumeiliing told, 
so tliat Mi..s Sstiode mav luiurs Mien 
Jltll and lie pill out of my wri ,liii me 
to many Balta's lie 'nluiius hei, 
and J want her saf< ly nuiiii' d, beyond 
Ins icioh ff ^('11 told al>uut Jlod 
leiiv, MasLniiglit he ahli to got back 
Miss Stioflo s foiLune ” 

“What’’ fhUs pi'cked ilji h's 
ears “ Kortiiiio ’ ’’ 

“Foity thoiisaud pounds, (Ides, m 
MiamoncN, I fanev " 

\iitomo sab ilovvii “ 1 utvei Knew 
SliOfle Was sr; iicb,*’ ho said '/Why, 
tlie lidi told me at BrontwocM that 
h« 'd iiiado no luonty ” * 

“ I don’t woridoi at th.it,’ s.iid Miss 
Loiiy, “lie kn« w you’d blackmail 
luin if he coofossedto Iiaving money ' 
“ I know e'^ough to make* thuigb hot 
lot him, ’ b.Md (flies, biling his iaigo, 
square hngorb, “bnt 1 nevei know 
ho nab iich fjoid, foity thoiMond 
poutuiB • Jt I'd known that — ^ — " 

“ You’d have killed him to ^t it “ 
“ I don’t say that," growled GUes, 
putting on his hat, “ and os I didn't 
kill him, there’s no more to be said. 
Where’s the ruouay now 7 " 

Mias Loiry lookm ounoudy at bim. 
“ Yod sbonld know I *' 

“ What the blaaes do yoa oesa? " 
“ Oh, if, you Hon’t knew tbeie's no 
moce to be sauL As Strode is dead, 




' ’ 'Jijv m:^xi^CTkD Jif&twcf' 


ft 


yva wi*% gei (be inon<«y eow. Year 
ptBokraMlmg is of no v^ne l^ss 
Sirode ^11 gpt tiie'didmoads and 
mar^ Mr Alien *' 

“^U?" Boad Gilea thouEbtfully , 

4* does )u take aftor that tool of a 
fatbdr,%if bis?" 

“ No. he's a man and itot a 'whim- 
pering As like Lawienoe Mill " 

Giles stotid muhing at tho doot 
"Ho Miss Btiodo will gat tho 
diamond-<i? 'ho said, “ hlett il 1 don't 

scHj her, and " 

Mibb Loiiy whirlrd loiind "Yqp 
lease hei aloro oi I'll make things 
unpleasant for you The pool gii I has 
Biinow L>non>{lj, and she's a goiul giil *' 

^ Keep join lun ou, 1 II do notlnng j 
-at pirsi'Ht " added \ntoiiio bi,imfi- 
iHintily ainl smUi nn iiouiciil how ho 
deuaLtf*d 

Miss liotiy clutobed Im hioaetwith 
aCuiwn " I'll sMito that littei itnd 
send it b\ huts(‘\,' she said deter 
iniuedly 
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njll 'VII f II D SIM II^U 

Mft kfasK had t daik little olfieo m 
the oit> down a loii|{ uaiiow lauo 
which led fioin CKenpsuk* In Uie 
Inulding bo lubalntra woic many 
ofhooe, uioolly those uf tho legal pro- 
fession, and Mr MiNka rnoius wore 
on tho giouiid dooi lie. hod only 
two In the outer one a olork almost 
as old as Mr Mask himself soiibbled 
awBV la a slow manner, and show ed 
in olfents to the inner room This 
WbS a gloomy httle dungeon with one 
hatred window looking out on to a 
blank wall,<hunp and niHeii with shuie 
Idght Was tbiown into tho loom 
tbtioagfa this window by means of a 
sUveted glass, so the a^ual lUunun- 
ation of the aj^tipentVaa wry small 
iodoed, even m sbnunoir A winter 


^ gas gbued and flared ail tbe 

]^!ere Mr. MaA sat like a spldw in ^ 
hie den, and (be place was so full ^ 
cobwebs that it really bUggestedspiders 
in plenty There was a rusty state 
m whtoh a lire was never lighted, an 
old mahogany hook-tase fulnd with 
nninviting-luoking voliuues, and a^tin 
wash-stand which was htdd^i behind 
a Boiceu of shabby Indian worknian- 
ship Tlio walls were piled to the 
din^ ceding with block jsipaonod 
deed boxes, wilh the names of ^anems 
obents inscnlied on them in* white 
letters llefora tho window- and 
diit> enough the glass of tliat was 
— stood a large ntahoganv iaiile 
cusMcd untidily with papeiH, deeds, 
hiiefs, inemomiida. and suoh bku legal 
documents V small oleaiing in front 
was (Mcupied b> led blotting paptir, 
and a huge lend ink bottle with a tiay 
ot ]u‘iis Theio w’as one ohuir for Mr 
Mask and one foi a ohunt Finally, 
as (bero was no onapot on the floor it 
may bi> guessed that the ofiiee was not 
an invitnig-louknig sanotum Into 
this hole — as it might fitly be teimed 
- \ ll'>n ivas shown one nioimng He 

hvl nut rolled imniedistely on Mr, 
Misk when he oamu to town, as he 
hail been bi>arobing for hib father fur 
tho last five dass But all mqmiies 
proved futile Allen went to the hotel 
it whirli Mr Hill usually stayed, but 
could not biid him there df? had 
not Ijci n stopping in the plaoe for 
inoiiths Allen suugbt the aid uf the 

S iliee, but they could not find Mr. * 
ill Finally he patanadvemseiiient 
in tho papei, w^ioh mniained un- 
arsweied Also Allen iiad called on 
Ml BiU's bankers, but found that ho 
hod not been near the place Tt was 
so stiango that Allen was beguiuiog 
to feel afraid The mCk4age*oonveyed 
m tho symbol sent through Cam mnsf 
be a very senous one, to make Ms 
fatbei cut himself off ftom those wto 
knew him, tn this 'way 
As a last resouree, Allen tiame to see 
Mr. Mask; fsoling he shonhl have 
done thw betoa, bada latgo 
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buaioess, but on the fnoo of it appeared | “ J do — ^but T am not at liberty to 

to ver> liltle in the chiigy oGfioo toll yon ’ 

Bur he was a man who could tw trusted “ Do you know why be is aoting in 
witli a sociot, aud many people who thia way? ' 

knew thia iiitmatcd him witli aifans Idr bta^k's calm face suddenly 
they wished kepi qiuct Cont>oqncmly winikled “No/' he said, looking 
Mask ■ businc'-s uassuinetiiiiLSialhoi | ppiplrxed, “frunkh, Mi Allen, I 
shad^, but he made a gieat dual ol ■ don t, and } .im clad >ou have callod 
mopey byit, aridtliat na**allhcoaNd . I uieh to •talk the inatLei otci with 
about ^ I ton' 

A silent cold inuiwas Misk, and i “Why didn’t \oii send lor mo, 
oven I'l Ills own home at Bloomsbuiy then ** " 

he was seci clue Stid the man had ‘ neemse il iq iipvoi ni'v wwh to 
bin guofl iiomt and had an nndci- tjku the tiuliativo, Pcoplu eome to 
ouiicnt 01 good iiatuie of wliidi li< i tome 1 doi/t go to them I get a 
was soniewiiat iishanu d, liLaveii onl\ lot of hiis]m‘-^>4 b\ uaiting. Mi Vilen 
knov\>. ah\ If hn haa * is n as ud People aie only too glid to liiid a 
as he loukeil, he cei 1 iiiilv Mould not ni ui who can Kup a stent, I hgvo 
lia\e asked Mis Paliiici lu givi [htoi m ulo a hue liu-iur ss out of nothing, 
Dva •! lioii'i I siiapK b\ holding my tongue ” 

* Well, Ml VlUn, sud M isl ,wbo j “ Vud do \ou intiTid to do w in 

caKed him thus to di->(ingui li him ' tins msHnet *' 

fi om his fallu I uhooi ho h.nl knoMii , Misl ,hiuggrd his spin shouldi is 
many ^pals, 'so you li.uo coim at ; •• That dep iids Jolirmlniie I ’’ 
last / ' I >le laise I his voiei lathei, ind the 

\ll< n, who M'As plac mg his hat uii | dooi oprmd to 0111111 i smill ikik 

iihe (lo4i,as thore was 110 talile t) pub ■ with a l<iig(‘ led heaid and a bald 

li on, stalled aiid btaieil “Did >011 1 hi ul, aid a i lei hiu Iwilh wiitikle« 

ovpcot me’” ■ What ins age v\ as ni one roidd toll, 

“ Ijongago,' sad Mask putting his and he ^ ud as litth s Imroald liemg 
hngeistogelhei, and ]i amng luck wiih ^ isscoielivi .<s hi s m isU'i Without 
eiOsSi'd legs “ ni lact, \oii should *1 wcid lie sltaid d the dooi, sieii 
hair como lo uiu livi dus igo , ilimlv in the lull light or the oHicu, 
Tlioic svas no iieti ssily lot >ou to , he the dtt was daiK “Jnhngloiie," 
roiisiilt llio poliru as to \uiii latlni’s ' sail Mi M isk, ' ill hu eiigaged 
whemahuiits, or to call at his b,ink , with thib gtnih .nan hu soiu* time 

and liokJl, 01 to pu^ that m>iv iuju- | lat no one in, till I c.ill ogam ' 

dioious uUfitisement iiilu tlie|upci ’ ' .lohnslouc liowid and departed 
“'Veil seem lo know all ahout niv | w.thoul i wuid, wliilu Mi Mask went 
* domgb ’ ’ ,011 in .1 binooth tone “ J bit in this 

“Quite hO 1 know a gicat nuim ' ollici fiom ten 111 the moinmg till six 
iliingb To he ft ink Ah Allen, I ' at night Johnsloue comes at nino 
have hod ) oil watehoil hy a piivtto de' .md leaves it foiii ' 
teotivo, e\(u smee \ou tame lo town " ' “ VVhv before >oii’ ' asked Allen, 

Alkti lObc iij a towniiig lage , wonduiing wli} this inluimatiuu was 
“ How dale you do that, AIi Mask ’ ’ , supplied 

' I did so at 10111 fatbii’s lequust, ’ ' “ BccaUbo V hke the office to my self 

Siud the lawver, on whom the young to see ncivous clients Thelawyeism 
man's rage pioduiuil not the least the olhci cBicee of the building do not 
effect stay late, amt fi,s£uciitly 1 am per- 

“ You base seen Imu ’ ” fectlv alone with clients who wish 

“ I have lie come to me when b^ tbeu business ]^pb so seoiet that they 

onivcd ” don’t want even to be been entering 

“ Do you knnw where he Is ’ " this place ” 
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“ Aro you not alraul ^ '* 

Mr Mask shrugged hn shouldf^r^ 
again *'^o ‘Why should 1 be'" 

" Some rough oheut might do yon 
some haiin " 

“Oh, £ don't thuik <10 An} ono 
whuoomes hoie fiiidb it to liib interest 
to conciliate nio.not to ibiuoten But 
t oonf«s 1 VTAS lathci <(^itlcd the I 
othoL night ’ 

"What dll joii mean ' ‘ 

"T'U conuu to the stoi\ iii lime 
Bocauso T inleiul hi tctl it, 1 du'w 
youi atleiition tu ni\ liourb Well, 
Mr Allfan," Mask leaned licM*k .igaiti, 

“ and uhiit um 1 do tm ^011 ' " ' 

“ Tull me whete ii<> Idtliii is ' ' 

'I Can t d(i t^at 1 li/ne n<it tonr ■ 
fafhri b |icimL'''ion to do bo | 

‘ Ifow long ^\Ill I'o 1« AWA> ’ " I 
" UjiIjI T (Mil indme bin) loiiluin," 
said M.isk IdandU 

Alb 11 loiutd loiA.iid <ind Inoki o 
the lawyoi in th( c>i’s ‘ Is ni\ / kiln i 1 
aliud (it b(‘ing iiiestcit j 
isk '•tai ted "No Wh\ do \i>u ' 


my bURineas to keep secrets, and here 
IS ouo I have nut found out But I 
don't intend to let joui Lithev go 
away till 1 Jo (md out,” said Mask* 
gtjinly “ Ou that condition [ helped 
hiiti And aftci all, ’ added the 
laiirjer, “\oiii titluu is quite in his 
saiin ^ns«s, and J lime uo right to 
dictate to hiui, r^eri nhen ho outs in 
so coo(‘nliic a iiianikor " * 

“Iln IS tlwnia CLCuntiic,’* said tlie 
son wiaiih , "but this behaviour 'la 
iM'sund a joke Hon is my mothei 
to bse I* ” 

“ I can’t send hiu money, • Your 
father will ice to th,il ' 

" But why am T shut out ftom my 
fathoi s Lonfidtino(> ' " 

"I (iiu I saj Remenibet," baid 
kin-k III n sliglillY irritable tone, " 1 
am •'hut out also " 

AlU n, much pciplcxpd ovi'i Jho 
sitnalioii whiih was sufticientU atir 
nuyitui lud iiiysleiiuu<i, ilioiighl frr 
a moment "Dul m\ fathr^i t'll von 
ol the I aiillioiud liox lie received f " 


s\> Ihcil ' "He did not lie haul nothing, 

" Be* » Use —but hi loll' I ti'll >011, , s ivt that lie wished to hide loi a tiiuo, 
may £ ask liis i('c>son iui stjMtu{ ^ and would km eil his leason later " 
away ' ' I "Thni I must loll -vou cveiytlnng 

Mask Jookid p< ipU vod igiui * 1 I know’," said Alli 11 iii desperation 
can’t (xactlv trll >uu,” he s inl •< | " H 1,17 Jnlher wont tiiid you 1 

may as rwll ho Fiaiik, all Atli i>, as J imisl My inolhoi is ni agieat ntate 

I (lnn< like (Ik sitiiUioi< Voui ' i>( aldiiii, and for hi r saku f ii'ust get 
fatlu n whom I In 1 krinwu nil l>ib ' Imn to conn back" 
life, I ;yiic to iJii* ovd 1 week ago in Mi Miisk looked doubtful "I 
gie It agitiiLioii 111 ' said that he ivas don' know whttlui he’ll hear lea- 
lu Jangt'i, but whai the doiger w is, , '•on,' he bmH, aiti 1 n p'use • " llovv- 
he kIiumkI tu conless I iiisislod on ever, whiit you h.11 nio will go no 
an explanation, md b>« luoriiisi'd to fuittic) ’’ ^ 

tell mt' some d,i\ Meantnue he " Well then, Mi Mask, 1 know 
vvanti'd to Ire liuldeii awv/ ten tlif ' whv my filiiei 1-. all aid " 

time being I aiianged that toi him " *' It’s rnoio than J ilo Why is be 

"I don't think ibat was wise of ' tfiaid* ' 
you, lilr Mask " > " Kecaiisc he tihinks he may be 

"My good Mien -I cm c,vll you am slid for the luui do of Bliode ” 
so as I've known you binco you vveie Mask pushed back histchair and 
a lad- there is no leason why J ' rose qnirkly It was not an easy 

should not help vonr fatliei He inaltor to astonish a man, who, m 

may 1i.iVc done sc^uothing agoinbl that vozy riHnn, bad beard hdes 

thelaw, foi ail [ know, but as be h wot thy of the Atabinn Niqhtt, but 

my oheut, It ismvclutyto help him | Allen had certainly wauaged vo do 
lie is a good ohent to mo, and 1 am r 90 “Ho \ua iiicin to say he kiMed 
not suab a iool as to loso'him it is ! Strode / ’’ he asked 
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“ No Uat be tfainlEri he did>’* 

** jSow oan that be ? ” 

Alien related the opiwde of the 

t >isto], and how he found that the 
>ullct which killed Ruxide would not 
fit tbo Itttriel “ So you see my father 
thought ho bod killed him, and when 

thie t Ass wA-s sent " 

“ What Close / ” asked Mash, look- 
lugOip quickly 

“ t forgot I thoufflit you knew ” 
And Alloa i elated everything in du* 
tail Md«k hojid thu story with hia 
cliin on Lib hand, and m silonoo 
E^eiisUen in full possesHion of the 
facts h( did not speak Allen giew 
iinmtient " What do jou think ^ '* 
Klask inoTod j few papers hi ei 
and tliitlinr, bull did not look btr.iight 
at Ins Msitoi “It's a nj}'8tejy,'' he 
said “I know not what to •>av 
I3u^ T am )icif<-eLly sineof »nt thiug,’’ | 
he added with eiiiph.isis, '* thvt \oui | 

father novoi sliol Sttoda ' 

*' r said so The bullet tli it went 
through the heait did not ht tUo 
bairel of in> revolvei " 

“ You mibunderstand mo 1 don't 
oien believe thdt your Jathci tired 
the shot uhicli upped the flesh oi 
tlioium \Vh>, Strode w,is bis best 
fiieiid and ho was demoted to him ” 

'* My falliei to Strode, oi StioJe to 
in'\ tatl'Ci ? " 

“ Jtoth ways you can Lake it Why, 

It was Sttoile brought about the 
mail logo between ^niir paieiita " 

' My %)other told me Low the 
maiiiage came about," said Allen 
quickly, “but 1 undfrstood that 
father arted hum a ohiralrous 
uiotne " 

Mask's lip cmlcd " I fear not," 
be said, “ tliere vvero circaiubtances 

oonneot^ with your raothoi >*’ ' 

Allmi shifted himself uneasily and 
grew rod /* I know — I know," he said 
ehiu^ly, “my mother told mr about 
the necklace Surely you did not 
beheve her ^lUy, Mi Mask ? ” 

“No," said file mwyor empbaticaUy, 

“ I ceitainly did not. 1 iWt say wh6 
stole the neoklaee. but it waa lost and > 
the thief has never been found. Ae 


to the maiiTiage'’-^ewe>vedhuihaad 
— “ Strode bwu^t it about — at least 
he told me so Bow be managed I 
can't bay, unless it was that bo used 
hib influanoe over ymir father.'' 

“ My motiier beheves 

"I know All the more <aedit to 
het But we eon discuss this on some 
moro fitting occasion Mean^’une wo 
must talk of yoUi father T don’t sec 
why you shouldn't seo him," said 
Mask tiivvingly 

“ (live mo his oddrcbs " 

“ numph," said the lawyer, smil' 
iifg slightly “ I’ll see Itut about 
this murder? Your fathoi did nut 
kill the man '* 

" No," baid Allen shat ply, "1 swear 
he d'd not " ' 

“ Quite bo Well, who did, and 
wh.tt H.ib th«' motive ^ ” 

•* Robbery w.is tbp motive," said 
Allen, taking a httci out u‘ bi> 
pocket “Read this, I leieivod it 
fiom Miss Strode ” 

Miisk took the lottei, hut did not 
toad It iininodutil> “I don't he- 
hoto the molite ua-. mbboiy, ‘ ho 
declared JclilMiiatuly , *' Strode hod 
litti' inoiicy fit' Cl ihinily brought 
a hiindifcd or su iioin Uiica oud i 
• ishcd ins lottcis oi credit" 

“J^id you gi\e hii.i tbo nioney in 
notes '• " 

“Yes and vihat is mote I 'have 
the rijinbois of the notes ^1 see 
what you mean you fancy the 
notes wete stolon and tliat tiie 
CLiininal oan thus he tiocod." 

'* Road tbo, letter," said Allen im- 
patiently 

The lawyer did so, and thus bo- 
came pussessc d of a faithful report of 
Soltai 8 comm unioations to Eva which 
she Iiod detailed for Allen's benefit 
On onding he placed tfae Jatter on the 
table “A blue pockeMSWNsaid 
Mask mueungly, “ Yes, he had liiioh 
a one T rememboi he idaced the 
nolee m it I wonder T didn’t ask 
about that at the inottest. It’s stolen. 
Hnraphl ' ^Looks like a coomaoiiplade 
robbery alter ah Alkp," ho raised 
hts eyes, “ Z gave Bnode two httndred 
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ia tot-pouod Bank of Bogland notes 
As 1 nave the nnmbera, I iQsy,be 
able to trace how mnoh of this anm 
has been spent by inqnmnf; at the 
Bank. The nurabers that aie missu^ 
will he iboso tltat Strode had m the 
blue Doeket^book when ho wont on 
that fatal journey to Westhaven If 
oraedf tax stole the IxSek and has 
oashe<l the notes he may he Iracod 
by the numbers " 

‘'1 agice But 'whut about the 
forty thousand pounds ^ " 

Mask sliook his liond “ T can't say 
Stiodn oortaiiily nevei montiuntd to 
mo that he had such a sum " 

" Did he say he h.ul diamonds ? ” 

“ No l\*rh.ipB, AS Miss Stnxlo 
BU^osls thf‘ foity thousand jtoundg 
may liavu In on lot ked up in di iinonds 
ut A jioi table WAj Ui call} such n sum 
But wo foimd no (liamuiids aiiiorif'st 
his cllet ts, so It IS piobalile he oArjiud 
them on his pet son ' 

" And A 1 , rnmdeied for the sake 
of thoiu 7 ” 

“ I’erhaps It was stiange, though, 
tluvt Snode should have sjNikcn to 
mo about his wooden hand Tie 
r<ioiiiisi<d tlirii bi would iclurn fioin 
W.ugiose to place a Luge sum of 
]n(int>} in my bands — piobabl> the* 
foity thousand £ioiinds, though he 
did uientioii the amount *’ 

*‘T darn say he intended to turn 
the dtssnonds into money and tlien 
give it to }ou " 

“ Perhaps, " said Mibk carfUssly, 
“ but we 010 not }et suio if the inono> 
was in. diamonds Howevei, Blaode 
said, that when b< wanted the 
piomised money, ho would got it 
11010 me personally, and, if be did 
'not apply in poison, be would send 
the w^6n hand As he certainly 
would not have let the hand be taken 
from him while able, it was a very 
safe token to send’' 

Allen looked down “ It seems as 
tboiif^i he was afiaid ut being killed, ’ 
he,said musingly , "and he waskiltod, 
BKtd ibe wooden band was stolen ** 

" Not only that," sdid l^ask, " but 
iC was broq^t tOsine." 


" What I " Alien stju'ted to bi8 isdit 
"here! Why didn't you have thu 
man who bsrougfat it arrested?"* 

^ " Because I could net," said Mask * 

I diyly , “ this is why 1 tpid you of my 
habits It was attor four when .Tohn 
stone and every one m the pla^ was 
away In fw t, it was nearly nv, and 
when I was getting ready to go, that 
this man omne ' * 

" What kind of a man waf he? " 

“ A voneiablu old mau, who locdcod 
like the Wandering Jew, with a long 
white bonid, and a benevolent Jaoe, 
lie asked if ho could speak Co me, 
and wo talked I must lemind yon 
that oreiy one in this bnilduig is 
away at the hour of six. " 

"1 undet stand But what was the 
old iiiAu's name ^ ” 

" lie gave nniio lie simply asked 
if 1 had a sum of lenne} m my pps* 
session bidouging to Mi Strode I 
said I had nol , so bo asked if Mr 
Rtioilc hod loft a packet ol diamonda 
with mo ” 

“ Then there aif diamonds ' " cried 
Alien , " Hid you knew 7 " 

" Now you nieiUion U, E did know," 
said M ask c<x>ll} , ' .ill i|i guixl time, 
Allen IwisluU (o Jeain how much 
von kill w bcfeio I vi>oko out T am 
a man who kmps sect cts, mind you, 
and 1 don't say moie iliau is neeilful 
Well, this old rn.in, when I said that 
i lidtcl no diamonds, told ine iii so 
many wonls tint 1 was a bar, and 
ios]..teil that I sbuiild give tnem up 
To tost linn, 1 jokingly .i^-ked hint if 
be ]i.id the worjdtm h.iDd, which was • 
to be the token to dolivei the money 
ordiamouds lit then piorliiued the 
arliolo ’’ 

" Why didn't you san st him ? " 

"Let me remind you that i waJ 
alone wiBh the ‘Woiioenug Jew, and 
that bo brought two men of whw I 
caught a glimptie They remained in 
the outei room dimng oui conversa* 
tion 1 asked the old man how*be 
became possessed of the wooden baud^^ 
He refu^ to tell me, but insisted tbet 
T should hand over the diahicu^. T 
protested that I had iione, and tdd 
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bun what J tell you»as tu '\\hat Strode 
<uad About givuii; me mouey later *' 
What did the old man Ba> then ? *' 
“ He began to believe me, and iimt- 
toiod aomelbing about the diamonds 
being m Sti ode’s possession Then 

bo bfV>g OTit, ‘No go, JPTXJ,' to A 

rod-bcmTetl rnftian outside \ftei that, 
he left ’ 

**You should have lollowe<l, Mt 
Mask, nifd h ise h,u] him arrested ” 

*' E could BfjAio'iy do that/' said the 
Laiwei dryH, ‘ the old gentleman was 
too olcvcr ile 'uent svith one man, 
and Mt the n il-hu,idcd leiry to ketp 
watub L bad to iciuaii in this loom 
till seven, oi else lei'y tlneAtem < to 
shoot me " 

“ He would nevci luvi* daieil ' 
"Oh vus, he would, and in this 
lonely buildiii, no one oo'ild have 
ato^ipcd liiui Well L ind le- 

niaiiibd in licio doing some woik At 
be\en I opened the ontri door Jon> 
liad deotuuped, hut whei I ho anil bu> 
Eiieuds wont E i an t sa\ " 

“ Have sou told (he )iolitH ' 

" No J rhitik it ]s wiser to tciinm 
quiet These men will tiy again to 
get the inciiiey thiougli (he wooden 
hiUid, but they imist first Jiaiii who 
kilbd Stiodo, and otole the dia’iirmds 
--for I now agiee with ion. Mien, 
that tlu foity thousand pounds air 
locked up in (baiiionds Jhit now we 
base talked on this point and it bri nis 
cleoi, Iqf us talk on anoLlici lu the 
piobenco of a thud pnrsoii ” 

" 'Vho ? " abked Allen aiisiouslv 
• " Toni F.ilhei, ’ b.iid Mask "John- 

stone ( " 

The rod lusirdcd clcik. enUned, anrl 
wbon witlun, icmoscd a false beaid 
and a wig 

“Patlier,"eiiod Ulen,usinR It was 
indeed Blr ilill, pale aud tiumbbng 
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. CHAPTER XVI 

MB UILU’S bTOIl\ 

ActjUk was so tnundersUuck at the 
sight of bis fatboi, who hod so un- 
expectedly api>caicd, that ho could 
(inly stau^^Sileiitly etanng All Hill 
gase a neivoub Inttei, and Liiod to ap- 
]je 11 lit his case Jjnt tne sight of bis 
piile fact and ticinhlmg htiibs showed 
that the man was pnsscssr d by toi ror 
Alsu he locked the (loot svhilo Allen 
^aped It was M isk who (ipoko diet 
‘ Toll ail suiuiwd to Imd your 
fathei .18 inv t'eik," ho s.ud '-uioothlv 
to Mien, ' but wheu ho (aine to nic 
asking to lx cuiiei altid, ( aiianf;ud 
that Eolmsiont should t'lkc a iriucli' 
uiediil holiday it tltc se.i-oide I 
belli VC ho i*- .1* Biighto*) " s nd Mi 
I Mask dr iihcTcit <11 “ In ilic meaii- 

j liino, >oiu f.xtlii i.hy iiu ans ot a clevor 
disguise ddopti d lohiistone’s name, 
ai.d ^iciaonUiti, md looks In the 
rliiii light ot thr ollu cLseiv one thinks 
he Js Johiisiui.i , and lo tell you the 
(lath, s.iiil Ml Mask, sjjihug, “ juy 
elir nts aT( bO pussr -i il I)\ then owu 
fiais, thatth y lake vriy litllc notice 
•it itiy ih'ik ’ 

Allen scaict ly li-teru d tp the half 
ot tins (splniMiioii " F'ather," be 
ciji'd, " whiilesei is Ihn nieaviiig of 
all tins ^ , 

Jlill Lilteicd again, .uidlookcrl about 
lot a boat as his liinhs would hardly 
suppoithini As Mt klask bad one 
than, and AJIun tlio oihei it looked 
ab though Hill would have to sink on 
the lloor Hut Allen pushed forward 
his owu tluui aiid maile Ins father sit 
down Then, so white was the man, 
that he piraluced his ilabk, and ga\e 
him a uip ol hioiidy " 1 never laavel 
without this,’ said Allen, alluding to 
the flask " It r omes in handy at 
tiroes, ' and ho spok(> this irrelevantly 
bO as to put Hill at bis ease 

The littlo man, undei the grotesque 
mask of Johnstone, grew biaver after 
the brandy, fnth Dutch eooioge. 
"You did !iot expect to find me here, 
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Allen?" he eaid, with hig nervone 
bttei • 

« 1 oerWnb ^ not," said hta son 
Inttorly , " ana 1 don't know why you 
need o^Legnise yonrself m tins way 1 
know you did not inmdet Scro<lo." 

But I intended to," ciicd Till!, 
suddenW snarling, and i^iowing htb 
teeth, "^he hlttck^carted ^Uaiu " 

" 1 thought Strode was >001 (fiend, 
father ? " 

“lie was ray enenij — ho wa<i my 
evil genius —he w as a t\ laut ho tried 
to cm<-h all the -Apnit out ol me Oh," 
HiU bent bis list on tho table in im- 
potent rngi', " I ui ghd he's dead 
But I wish hr d died h\ tortuie --I 
wiah he’d )tO( n hui nt -sliced to aloins, 
1 wiih — ' 

“ Scop, ’ said see ing tllen 

tnin white ind faint, at the sight of 
this du^iadiiig spcuiailc, “ bheu's no 
need to speak like this Uiwidue 
Tell us how yon e.bmi to be at tho 
Bed Deeps " 

“IIow do you knew I w is at the 
■Roll Deqi-.’" asked flill, stiiieniig, 
and with tliu sudden inge dving out 
of him 

“Well, you took your sou's 10 - 
vohei, and — ” 

“you Slid jon didn't Iv’licve I turn 
the shot Mask, ’ cm d the iijisciahle 
u^atiHC “i hcaid }oii sav so I 
had u*y eir to the keyhole all the 
time ’ 

“Father -fathei," said Mien, sick 
with disgust at tin sight of liis parent 
behaving in this way 

"And why not ^ " tiifd IWl, turn- 
ing fiercelvon him “ f am in danger 
Qasen’t I the nght to take all mea- 
atnoB I can tor mjr own safety / T 
did hsten, 1 tell >nu, and I oveilieard 
ail Had }OU not proved to Mask 
here, tliat the bullet which caused the 
death could not have been fired out of 
yoni revolver, £'d not have oouie in 
I shoidd have run way Bat you 
know I am mnocenc 

"IJuite so," said Mask, looking 
searehingly at the sp^^er, “ therefore 
reason for your aisgiiise is at on 
end’ 


Hill passed bis tongue over bis dry 
lips and orouchod ^gdn. "N<)| ^ 
isn’t,' he said fsmtly, “ there’s some- ^ 
thing ol>ie " 

“Tr heaven's name, what is it?" 
asked Allen * 

“ Leavo me alone," anarltd his 
father, shnnking back in his ohaur 
and looking appichonsively at bis jail, 
white-faced son, “it's got lyilbing to 
do with > 011 " 

“ Lt hM everything to do with me," 
said his son with calm limincss, “ foi 
my mother’s sake I intend to have an 
o\pl uiation ’ * 

“Tf ray wile wrin hem shi would 
nevit let you tieat me in this way, 
Allrn," ivlum]ieted Iho miMiablo 
fatlif 1 “ Sii ah " —he did not call his 

wife Saccimnssa nc<w, the situation 
being too stuious -“Karah is always 
kind to m<. ' ■ 

Alien with folded aims leaned 
again>.t tho hook-oasr' and looked at 
his father with deep ))ity m hm eyrs 
ITill was nUoinatolY whimpMiiig and 
thieatumng atone luoiiicnl In would 
show a Hot t of dr‘spau ing i outage, iiud 
the nest woulil wince like a ohild 
fear I 111 ol a blow Tho young man 
licvei lovrd his fathei, who, Ukun 
up with liinisi If anil his whims, had 
done nothing to make the bov love 
him He had n< ver respeetuti the 
miu, amt only out ot legiud tor hm 
luntbei had In* iiti lined tioin taking 
stiong luoaiiiii's to cnib 4hd nro- 
noimeocl occi ntiicities of HiU But 
tho man mi'll 1 ible cow iid as he 
Seemed, was still his (ciihir, and ilf 
bchoiud him to deal with him <vs 
gently as possible In his own mmd, 
Allen liecidrd that hie fathei 's troubles 
— whatever they were — had driven 
him insane But tho sight of tliat 
cringing, ci-rwhng liginc liegut a mix- 
tuie of pity aud loathing— loathing 
that a human creatoio should fnll so 
low, and pity that liis own father 
should Ruddenly become a “ thing ’’ 
instead of a man 

^ “ I want to be kind to you, fathei,’’ 

he said after a pause , “ who will you 
trust if not your owD,son ? " 
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•‘You 'wora never n eon to me,” 
muttered nui 

“*Waa tliat my fault ^ " asked Allen 
' <itionf{ly " 1 would have been a son 
lo you, if you had let me But you 
know, fiafhej, how you kept me at 
ana's limgtli -\ou know bowyou ruled 
the ^jkoUHd actoiding to yoiu whims 
aud launes, and sooinod both my 
luoibei aud nijdelf Often you have 
Bijoken ttflipi in inch a uinnnei that 
it was only the knowledge that you 
aie mv fithei \\hicli rnodL tuo leftom 
hum jntpileuug My inolhei sayn 

slit oiA»h mil'll ho you " 

“ So sh< duPB so ''lie does " 

“ Then why take odv aiitage oi I ei 
gnUJiude * She pivo>j eierjllung to 
\ou, fnlhii, .mil \ou tieat liei ,u a 
way- -faiigh,' Alien swept the ,iu 
with his ami, i' though to banish tho 
onliftet “Let us s.iy iiu 'jiote on 
that point But I havr come up hvn< 
to get to the hettom of this altaii, 
fathei, and I don’t leave this plaoe till 
I know all ’ I 

Zlill tned to stiaighteu luinself 
•‘ "S on foiget L am \cui hither," ho 
said, with an .attempt at dignity 
“No, I do not foigot Because 
you iiio my tilhei 1 aidi to help you 
out of this tioaliJc, wliatevoi it is 
1 can save you fiom Im mg aeeused 
of Strode’s minder, but the other 
thing '' 

“T lies PI said thoie was anything 
else," s,:yd Ilill quickly 

“Yes, you did, (jowreiice," said 
Ma-i^ " L hne taken a note of it " 

• “Oh," whiniiwred Hill, "if you 

tom .iipuist mo too ” 

“ Keithei one of us intend to turn 
against yon, ' said Allen m deep dis- 
gust, £oi tho man was more like a 
jelly-fish than ever, and ronstantly 
evaded all afeteu>ptb tu bnng him to 
the point * “ Foi heaven's sake, fatbei, 
simunon up youi manhood and let uB 
know tho wotstl" 

•* 1 won’t be spoken to m this way," 
atuttored Hill, ^pK^ng led 
Allen mode one stride forward and 
looked down from his tell height at’ 

> ^ ^uohing ^gore ip the obair-'-the 


figure ID its sham^ftd di8gm8e,’wUh 
the white faeo and wU4 eyes " You 
shall bo apokan to u a pMeeUy ipuei 
way," he said oalmly, aliheu^ in- 
wardly agitated, “but you AaU do 
wbat you ere told I have put up 
with tms state of things long enenifi^ 
In futuTo, my mother wall govern tibe 
bouse, and>*you shall oome bBok to it 
to indulge in whatever wfaims you 
bke witbm reason But master you 
shall not bo " 

“ Who will prevent mo " said Hill, 
laying to bluster 

“ L eb.ill, ' said Allon decisively , 
“yon aio not fit to manage your 
own afiaiis oi to lulo a bouse If 
you ooino back —as you shall — pay 
molhei, who loves you, will do all she 
tan to moke you happy I also, as 
your son, will give youalliespoctdue 
to a fathei " 

“ You re doing so now, I think," 
Eiieucd Hill, veiy white 
“liod help me, what else can I 
do^" Cl led iuluu, reitrainiug himself 
by a violent efloii , " if you could see 
yoursc 11 yon would know whiit it costs 
me to spOfkk to you liko this But, 
foi your own svko, foi my mother’s 
sake, foi mv own, 1 must take the 
IippoT band ” 

Hill leaped panting ficm bis seat 

“ You claie • ” , 

“Sit down," Biiid bis son finpexi- 
ously, and pushed him baoki in his 
cliaii , “ y LS, I dare, father As you 
ore not i esnonsible, 1 shall deal with 
vou as 1 tliml is for your good. I 
Know how to deal witJi men," said 
Allen, looking very tall and very 
slrong, * and so X shall deal with 
you" 

“ You forgot," panted HiU, with dry 
lips, “ X have the mouey *' 

“ I foiget nothing 1 shall have a 
commission of lunacy taken out 
against yon and tiie money mattem 

shall be arranged 

“Ob,” HiU burst mto tears, and 
turned to the quut, cheervaot Mask, 
“ean you «t and hear aU this ? ** 

"I think ^ IB nght, Law- 
rence” 
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ahsS go to lav/’ cnod Hill 
fiotoety. • 

“ (w a mOD lit hiding go to lav/* 
hinted M(uik siMihoantty 
The meerable man sank back in 
,hi« seirt and wept Siok at heart, 
Allea looked at the old la vyei “Yon 
Ore my father's fnend, si[," he said 
gently, *try and hnne him^to loabon 
As for ms^ X ranet v^k for a tune in 
the outer room to icoovur inysell T 
oon'i bear the sight of those toais 
kfy father -^h, God help mo, mv 
father I” and Allen, ntilocking tlu^ 
door, vslked into the outer loom siok 
at hMrt He was not a man given 
to melodrama, but the sight of Lis 
Viptehed father iiin<Io him sick and 
fomt lie sit down in the cloikS 
ohair to recover hunself, and loaned 
bis acliitig head on his hand 
What pa*>M.d Misk and 

Hill he never knew, bur aCtei lia]t>att- 
hoar the old lawyer eallod Alien in 
Hill bad iLicd hib tears, «nd wah stui 
nittii^ hunohed up m the chan But 
he was calmer, and took tho woids 
which Ma^k would ha\e spoken uiit 
of thejawyor'b mouth " I am mui h 
woin^, Allen,’’ said he Eoftly, ‘so 
you most escube iiiy lieing somowhut 
unhlmng If you Uunk it uiso, I'lf 
go back." • 

“ S<t fm as X know E do think it 
srlse"* 

“Loti US hoar the story firbt," said ; 
Mask 

Wbatstoiy^" asked Alien sharply | 
"My mibeiable stoiy," said Hill, | 
" ril tell It all You min; lie able to 
help me And I need help, ’ he ended ' 
piteously { 

"Yon shall have all help, fstbei 
Tell mo why you went to the Bed 
De^ and took my revolver." 

'Bhll did not answer at onoe Hu 
eyelids drooped, and he looked ouo- 
mni^y and doubtfully at his son 
Apparently be did not Uu|^ bun al' 
toother, and was thuiLmg as to what 
he. would say, and what leave unsaid 
Ttw kwb men did not ^peok, and after 
a poosO, Mill, now wre ^wn^posed, 
to ^eob slowly. 


“ 1 have known Strode 'oil my Bfe, 
and he always treated mo bn^y ^As 
a boy 1 lived near his father's mooe at 
WstipKivc, and my hither liked me to 
associate with huU, as he was of 
better birth than I We stiMied at 
the same bohool and the samecalleeet 
and, when we went into the wulld, 
Htrodo'b inUnencp introduoed mo ipto 
uristooiabc nicies But my own 
Wonts aided me .dso," said Hill, with 
open v.imlj, " I mn do everything 
and amuse anj one Whan F stop}>6d 
at Ijoid Ijisen's — ’ 

*' niothf'i told mo of that, said 
Allou with a gusluit‘ of lopugnance, 
"and I duu'l want to hear the stoiy 
aqaiii ' 

“ I'm not going to hdl it,” rutoitcd 
Ins tathei taillv, “ luy uh'a vrasto ox* 
pi lui a pupuloiily vnu will nevei attoiii 
to, Allen riitvMvei, I’ll pasb that 
Old i lujiiiuil your mother, and 
Htiode mu lied Ltidy I mt Delhain, 
witli A horn i ilso w.ibin love — and I 
would have made lici .i much Letter 
husband than fitcodo, ’ s>ud tlve littio 
UMii pliilDlive]> 

•• (Jo ni«, ]i]t>abi>,' said klask, glanc- 
ing at his w itch " Thi'i C luqoh 
titut I have to go nnt to luntiliooiK" 
*‘A1wa}^ tliinkiii'' of ^ouiselt, 
Mask," sneond Ilill ” loualwaisdid, 
luukiioi. Well,! saw little of St) ode 
loi some tune Then L leut liiia 
intiney and saw less of him than over 
Then hi* — ’ • 

" You tolfl me all this hefoTe," iri- 
tei^ioued Allen, who began to think 
his fathrr was meiidy pla>ing with 
him 

“ r II come to the poiut presently," 
said Hill with great dignity, " let me 
sav, Allen, that alttmugli I hated 
Str^e, and had good cause toe-"yo% 
very good oause—l liked Bva When 
you wished to many hel I was 
pleased She wiole to hn father 
about the moinage _ Uc sent heg a 
coblegnun sayihg Im was oom^ 
home — " 

" And when lie did arrive at BcMttih* 
atnptoii he fold her she Wee not io 
thmk 
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“He tolri me also,*’ eaidHill, “and 
Ions before He wrote from Ihe Gape 
telling me Le would not allow you to 
mnw Eva " 

“ Allow me' '' BAidAllen indignantly 

“Yo«, and told >ne I was to etop 
tbe maiiiigi r wrote, and urged 
the adviBahility of the match Wnon 
Sti^odo loiched Soutb.unpton, he 
wiote .iftuD ‘*ayiug ho intondud Eva 

to m.iiiv TiOid Salt ns 

Did he make any nioution of 
mone> 

“ No Tic iiiinpl} said that if 1 did 
not btoxi the man lagc ho would di>>- 
gitU'L me, hcie Hill clutiged colour, 
and looking luiuvcl> at both us 
listen cn. 

“ How disgi ut you ’ ” asked Mask 
shaiply 

“1 shan't U U \ou that,' was the 
dc^ued i« lAv ''ill )oii iu rd know is, 
that Sti ode coidd ilisgi acc me I • 
1 — made a unstako when I w la a 
\onugman,' bald Hill, ciistiug down 
biH ejes, so as not to meet tlic liuucst 
g.izr of 111 " son, “ and btiudc took ad 
'veut.yc of it He mule me si^n a 
docuuipub oonfiibsiiig what L had 
done — ' 

“ \nd what in heaion'b ndiiio had 
you done * " quosUoned Allen, muuh 
troubled 

“ Th.i t s mi business 1 eh in’t sa> 
— it has nothing to do with you,” said 
IIill huiiu dl\ , “ hub Stioflu hoel the 
locnuiitot imd .dwi^s caiiicd it about 
with him 1 warned to grt it and 
deslioy it so 1 asked him when he 
caii«e to Watgioip to uicot me at the 
lied Deeps, and then 1 would tell hmi 
how the man la^o with }ou oould bo 
prevented 1 .dso s.ud that I kne w 
something about I^inl Saltars ” 

“ What IS that / ’’ 

“Nothing,” said Hill, this time 
fiankly. ' "1 rcall> knew nothing, 
but T wanted Strode to come to the 
Bqd Deeps Uo mode nn wpoint- 
ment to meet me there on Wednesday 
at nme ” 

“ In that ease, why did he wire to 
Eva ha would be dn wn on Thusday ?'* 
*' JSaaause ito Wanted to ooma down 


quietly to see mo And,” a^dod Hill 
beeitaung, “ he had to see some one 
else I don’t know who, but he 
hinted that ho hod to see some one ” 
“When }ou bpoke to him at the 
Bed Deeps’^” 

“ Yes I went there on Wednesday 
and he was waiting Tt was gettmg 
dark, but we saw plaiuly enSugh 1 
urged hun to give up tlie document 
JTo refused, and (old mo that he 
leqmied more munev f glow angry 
and left hnu " 

. “ Alive > " 

" Yes But 1 bad youi levolvoi 
with me, Allen 1 took it with the 
idea of bhooliiig Sti ode, if he didn't 

give up the documoul " ^ 

“Oh,’ cued Mien, shimking back 
It seemed boinblo to bcai his fathei 
talk hki this “ But youdidn t — 

“ No 1 got beliiiiil a hush ai d 
bled AT) shot touclii d his aim, foi he 
clapped his ]i uid to the wound Then 
be turned with a vo]1c> ol abuse to 
lun aftoi mo At that muiiiuiit there 
came anothei shot fioin j clump of 
I uccs aeai mo, ami t^tiode loll laoo 
downwaid I was so abaid at the 
idea ol Hi)> uuo hating boon noai ino, 
.uid of having ovcihcaid out couvui- 
*sation ” 

“And of seeing yuuf 'attempt at 
iMUKlru, ' mteipoliited Mask . 

“ A es — jes - that 1 drup]lcd^AUeu’B 
levohei and lan away ” < 

“ 1 found the levolvoi and took it 
homo,” said .Ulon, " so the way yon 
.voted ihe nest moiniug wlien Wasp 
came w’ds— ” 

I “ It was the morning after that,” 
I said his fathei dryly, “ on P'uday , and 
Strode Wiis shot on Wednesday I 
nevei went ueai theBed Deeub agam 
I didn’t know if Strode was deaC but 
1 knew that he hod been shot 1 
steeled myself lo beai the woist, but 
did not make any inqiiuics out of 
pohey jyhenWobp came that mom- 
mg at breaklost, X knew what he bad 
to Btiode vras dead £ dreaded 
lest W asp sboqld say that the revolver 
bad been, found, m Wfaiob ease yon 
' might have got into tcouUe, AUeu. 
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but I ^as thanktul uothuig wu said 
of rt '* • 

Hhe young man was astoundod at 
this odol speech but lie mased it 
over, as it was nseleso to u ongiy 
with bu<A a knan " L picted up the 
MTolvec as I said," he repbed , “ but 
about the. document I " , 

" I bdSn’t time to got it * Tho hbot 
liigbteued uie ” 

“ Did you 8 "o who liiciltho shot 
"No 1 WAS too afldUi I tMiopU 
lan uwa^ and iievfi looted lack ' 

At thib po'nt Mask Iiokl up lii<- h ind 
" T hook some oue in tho mitoi oU'Cc,* 
he said, and lose lo open tho doia 
Uill slipped behind the table iiuuming 
ni|jileii Ma-k ictiun^'d 

to his seat “1 inj Uioitv, ' he -^aid, 
"thdi's i)<»ono tlitre (lu on 

" "W hat o'se 'lo voti nant b) kiio a ^ ' 
qucstioucd Hill niiLiblv 

“ ^V1^^ >eu laintrd and b (t tbo 
houee, wh(u > on got that <ioss hoin 
Giles Misiy’ ' 

Jlill slntd “ Vou I iic\v It WAS 
Giles In* stannnfied • what do 
jo'i know ot Gill s ’ ' 

“Nothing Rut Mis Moif) iceog 
nistd tilt diiiction uii tbo In own papei 
as bfUig in )]P) busbai'il s \>ii(iiig 
>Vliv did you faint ’ " 

Ulll locked down and tbi n looked 
up deboiitl^ He was still standing 
braiiid'the desk ‘latok tht woculiii 
hauil • ’• * 

“ Whdt I ' ciicd Musk and A lieu, 
both iibuig 

" Yob 1 bad niy icasons ioi doing 
so I took it fiuni the bod}, whoii 1 
was ID the dcatli-chninber I b<wl it 
in 01} pocket wht.n 1 saw you uid 
Eva, and said it was stolen And 
then," went on Mi Hill veiy laat, bo 
that Allen should not give expiobeion 
to the hoiToi which was on hie taoe, 
" I took it home But 1 tuored Lest 
my wife should bud it and then I 
would get mto tiou^^" Sarah was 
' tdwayB looking into toy piivate 
affairs," he whined, " so to stop that, 
1 went anil fanned t^e hand on the 
coonnoD Some one must have 
watuhed me, for 1 put that oross to 


mark the spot When £ opsned the 
parool and saw the oross 1 know some 
one must have dug up the wooden • 
hand and that m} secret " 

“ What has the wooden hand to do 
with your secret ? ” * 

Hill shnfUed, but did not reply to ' 
the qnebtion " It was Giles’s wiiUng 
1 knew he'd got the woodon hand, and 
luy bcei et — Hoik I " Thaio, was eer* 
tdiiily tho sound of retieatiug foot- 
steps m tho otlici loom Alien flung 
open the dooi, while his falhei ouwereu 
heliiiid the desk The outer dopi was 
closing Allen leaped foi it but the 
pel sou hod turned the key in the look 
Tliev heaid a laugh, and then retieat- 
iiig footsteps Mask, who hid followed 
Vilen, baw something white on the 
Horn iJe pirkid it up Tt was a 
l(>th'? odcliobwil to Sohiutiaii Mask 
Opening ibis he irtui neil to the inlier 
nftiee “fiet us look at this litsL," 
-Old Mask, and iccalled Alien . then 
he lead what w as id tho envelope Jt 
eonsi-»fiil ot one hno " Opt n tho 

wooden licind," saul the ni}Btcrious 
ejiisllc 

“ho," sbmked Hill, dtoppmg on 
his knees, ‘ my sec let will ro found 
out I " 
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h I All M> IK AVKI) 

AlijI^n was stopping in quiet looms 
lieu I Woburn Squaie, which was 
cheaper thou hooiding at a hotel 
He was none too well ofl, as Ins 
fatbei allowed bun nothfi^ btill, 
Allen hail made sutbcient money to 
Ine fauly comfui table, and bad not 
spont moob, vmce hib omval in 
England, owing to his residence at 
" Tho Arabian Nights " 

. It had been Allon's mtentioti to 
rseort his fathei baek to Waigrove, 
sriutber HiU iKMaseDteil to go. .But, 
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on ox|tl«niU|! to Maik bia desire to 
tra^p out Bntaey byubing the addreeO 
of the fresh Air People in White- 
chapel, Mask hod ogieed to taka the 
old noiin home hitdbolf He thoiight 
that it wab ]iist AS well Allen should 
hud the ho^ , a ho might know muoh 
“ He didn’t steal the wooden hand,** 
said Mask, wtien he parted from 
Alien, “,but he is o>idcntl> in with 
the gang " 

“What gang Mi Mask’” 

“That h^caded liy the old gcntlo- 
mau ^ho called on me Jeii} is one 
of the gtin,;, and thia buy Halsey 
anothoi lie sent that lelcgtam, 
lunemhei If ^ou can find th lad 
you may li.iin much, and pcThajis 
got hack lliL hand' 

“But what good Will that do’/*’ 
asked Allen, po/^lcd, “houi \\h.it 
inf tiithei sakI when joii lead the 
anonyuioiis h'Wd, ho P) identic knew 
that the hand can bo opened If, oa 
he sA\s, it ecnitiins bis stiiet, he 
must have op>oi( d it hnnM>ll when he 
took It home, and lieiore he Lulled it ’ 
Mask wiinklcd his Inows and shook 
lus head “ I oonlesi that 1 cannot 
uiidcibtand,’ lie ieinail ed hopclcssh, 
“noi will r, until >nui fatbut is moxe 
fnink with me This is one raison 
why J am taking lum m>Hidt to 
■W'ai grove When I get Imn tliere T 
tnav induce him to tell me lus secret ’* 
“It must he a leiy serious seorot 
to makiphiiii bohave as ho does ” 
Mask sighed “ I irpeat that I 
can’t uuderbt'ind I have known -your 
UC ji all hifl life. We weie boyb 
togethei, and I also kuew Rbode 
Hut although j our father was always 
foohbht ] can t think that he would 
do anything likely to bung him within 
reach of the law " 

*' He stole the wooden hand, at all 
events," said Allen gnuly. 

'* Out of shoci terroT, 1 boheve, and 
thrt tuakes me think that his bscxut, 
for the iHT^eervation ot which he 
robbed the dead, is more bonous than 
we think, ttivever I'll see whet I 
can learn, and iaihng your CirtheF, I 

ehA& ask.Gde&MQiry.’' 

\ 


“Ho you think be huows?" 

" I fancy so Q?be parcel with the 
cross was addressed m his wntium 
so it Is he who has the hand % 
must have mven it to the old scoundrel 
who called on me, so I think, Mi 
Allen, we aie jubtibed m adding 
Merry to i^e gang" 

“But the hand most have heca 
empty when niy father buned it ou 
tlio common, so now could GiU's know 
his beoiot/” 

“ 1 can onlv say that I dot,’! nndei- 
stand," said Mask, wnlh a gestiuo of 
hopelcssnosb . “wait till L get youi 
father to speak out Then wc loiiy 
loam tlie truth ’’ 

“J diead to heal it, sud llit‘ ^on 
gluoinily 

“Well," lephcil Mask m a <om- 
»forting tone, “at all e/eiits we know 
it has nothing to do with this 
Qiuider It IS %»m task to leaiii who 
commiltod that, lUid \ou may do so 
tiirongi) Butbev " 

Aftci this comeis<iticti Ml Miibk 
took IIiJl liaok toWuigioie, wliithoi 
the old man went wiLtiugly eiinugli 
He boenied to think luniuiit disoliitely 
safe, when in tht coiiiptuv of Ins 
lego] advisor and old rtiLiiil Allen 
‘letuinod to his looms, ond suni a 
niesbage to Mr lloioce Paikmb thai 
he w'ould see him that aftemnen ft 
was niLessary that ho should keep 
laith with bis friend Maik Pa kins m 
South Ameiica, and hnd a capitalist 
and Allen thought that Hoiaeo, whom 
Muk r^ortod shrewd, might know 
of some South Afneau milhoosue 
> likely to float the mmo in Bcllvla 
As v> the searob aftei Butsey, Alien 
had not quite made up his mind 
He could learn of Butaey’s where- 
abouts certainly, but if it was some 
low den where the lad liv^, he did 
pok want to go alone, and thought it 
might he necessary to enlist the 
Bemoeol a detective Forhisfathei'b 
sake, AUen did not wish to do so. 
Hht he must have some one to go 
With him into ^ depths of London 
sluoMi, khsfi wse eertaiD Allan knew 
the life of the Hafted LandS) aud there 
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cftuld nioifi than hold hi<« own, Irat 
he waB Tguoiant uf thu moie temhle 
life of iho submeztgod. tenth’s dene 
It waa at three o’clock that Allen 
apMinted the meeting with Parkins, 
am at that hour preoisrly a cab diove 
up 111 a lew minutes Parkins was 
shown in by the landlady, ^nd pioved 
to Ijo a^unt of ovoi six feet, h au, 
bnght-oyed, and b^x^aking with a 
decided American aci^nut lie wab 
smartly dn:^st,d in a llutul htrcf t kit, 
bat looked lalhci out ot place lu a 
frook-ooat and silk bat and patent 
leather hoots 

“Well, I 'll glad t<i sec, ^ou ’ said 
the giant, shiikuic hands with a giip 
w^yeli made VJlen wiiu t — and he w is 
no weakling ' Maik s Imhsi liiing ni 
letters about what a giiod ,oil you 
aio, lUid I was just ei i/^ tu meet 
you It isn't Las\ tiiuling ,i pal ui 
this iOltun plant t ol ours, Mi Hill, 
but r guess fioin what kbiik says, 
you hll the hill, so fu .!•. lie’s con- 
ciLiucl, and 1 Lope sou II odtloii iii 
to me, tui I m dog-s<i,k with luiic lim bs 
111 1 1ns old eity ' 

Allrn liughud at this long spei eji 
and placed a cluii loi Ins \Hitoi 
“ Yon d liKo i dunk, 1 know,” ho 
said, imging tin hill 

‘ Milk outy,’’ said I'fikiiis, lushing 
up tlu kiitoi ol h>j tiousci'i, and 
oastmof hib mighty hulk into the dec p 
chan 4' I don’t liold with wiiic, cn 
whisky, 01 ti a, oi oulfi e, or anything 
ufthatbOtt iVU ucrios ue iny own, 
I guess, nnd dll I'le got to Iiaiig 
on to, loi the making of hoigaiiib 
I'm not going tu play Sully lu-oui 
Alley with them No, sii, J gvu*&S 
not Gavo me the cow’s brew ’’ 

Ho a glass of nutk wab brought, 
and Mr Paikins was made happy 
“ I suppose you don t smoko, then ” 
sold Alien, aumsed 

“ You bet a pint* " He produced 
a shoi t clay and hlled '« ** 1 m of the 
pinion of that old ch ip in 
Ro ' if you know the book ?" 

“ r hayon’t lead it for y^urs ’ 

“ Y' ought to I iGim It wery year, 
same as t do uiy Bible Had I my 


way, sir,’’ he emphasised with bis 
pipe, “ I'd give every Enghsh hoy a 
copy of that glotious boM to show , 
him what a mao should be ” 

“You'ie Knglibh, t boheve, Mr, 

I’aikiDB ? " , • 

** Bom, but not brod so' fleet is, 
niv niothei and fathei didn't go well 
m double ha? ness, so uiotber stopped 
at homo with Mark, and ^ lighted 
out Wentuard-ho with lather You'd 
uovc I take me lot Mark's brother 7 ” 

* 1 should think not You’ie a big 
man and bu’a small you talk jnth a 
Yankee accent, and ho speaks pure 

Eughbli lie’s " 

** Ditleiont to ms m every way 
Tliat’s a foci I'm a naturaUsM 
iili/en ui the fJ SA and Mark’s a 
Biitishui We'ie met only oueo, 
twice, and again, Mi Hill, but got on 
voiy well Theio's only two of “us 
ali\t uf the Paikins gang, so X guess 
we’d best bo filcmlly, till we many 
and real the luxt geniiation I'm 
goin^, to hitch up with an flnglibh 
glib and Matk — il 1 can pursuado 
linn -will niirry an Xmeiicau dollai 
hellos 1 Yus, hT, W(‘’ll M^Udie ac- 
munis wilh tlio inothoiland that 
way " 

\11 thu tuno Paikins talkoil, bo 
pulled all bis and eiivelnped 

biiuself in a cloud uf tiuoku But 
his keen blue eyes weie rcmstantly 
(fO Allen's fivre, and finally ho 
Htictched uut i Inige hand *4l gdcxs 
J'vo tukon to mu, aomc,” s,ud ho, 
“catch on, ami 'we*'!! ho fiiends” 

“ (>h,‘ said Alluu, gtaspiiig the * 
haiiil, “ I m buie wo shall I like 

Maik “ 

“ Well then, just you liko tile 
Aineiican bide of him, whioh is 
Hoi ace Paikins I guess wu’ll diop 
thf> inibtcis and get to husinc-cs, IfiU 
“ T'm leady What do }ou want 
to sc e me about ’ *' 

'■ Well, Maik wroto to me au ymi’d 
got a luuiu ot suith, and xvantoa a 
capitalist I'm not a milhouaiKe, 
but J can shell out a few dollars, if 
y' think you can get the piopeity 
wiup’’ , 


90 


IHR WOODEN HAND 

“0h,tl think fio Tli(> Spaoiud trust you to tke death, for I size up 
Tlii^ owns it wants moiify and isn't foUc uncommon x^mek, and you ^ " 
▼eiy Euie of iln voluo " “ I'll trust jou alro," said Allen, 

“ Tell mo about that nght along " looking at the man’s clotur eyes and 
Whoreupor Elill deluled the story responding to his true-heaiiM gnp, 
of the Indian, and how the mine had “ uid in I nuod a hiend now, 
been irorkxd b) the Inca kings He Mi Paikina ” 
dcsoiibod tbi* locality and tlie chances “ Gall ny) Parkins, plain, without 
of fietting the silver to the coast the Mtstci Well, hcic I ahi, teadv 
also spoke of th^ latmur required and to be your pal, while Mark s over the 
the nuiiibei of shaics he and Mark hernng-pond What's up 7 Do you 

intendc,d to divide tho mine into want mu to cut a Ihinal ’ Hust aay 

Horace hstenid, nodding gravely the word, and I'll do it Anything 
“1 sec you’ve figutra it out •dl for u ohxnge, for J'in c1h.uI Mok oi 

light, JtliJl,” haid Paikins, “and 1 imesa llns place evci since 1 left t\u'J)fitnAjii 

I U take a hand in the game Give me Uaitte ' 

a sb.iin and I'll Litgiiiuei the huv g ’’ It was this 'peocb whiili in.i>le 

"Gooii” aa'il \.ll(<n dcligl ted, Allen ]iimp ‘ \V bat, did von coire 
“we'll divide the uiino into thieu honiu in the Dutiwn < ntlh * ' 

equal sbaies You buy it, inrl Maik “ You het 1 did, and a hue passage 

and [ will wo'k it" wr li.ul 

s Gixid ounuf,li Wo won’t want “ Did you know a paesirngt i calhd 

any one else to (lup lu It's a deal ” btiode > ’ 

They shook hands on thib, and Paikius laistd his imaicn>>c hnlk 
then had a hinq talk alnut th< West shuhtly, end lookrd hhaiply at the 

Indies, nbicb llorau, who hadnevir qucstiouei “Do von mean the man 

been then, knew (.hiefly thiuugh the who w.is nmiderr d f ’ 
glowing pages of JIo t “Icm I suppose yrm n‘a>l alxiut 

“Though J guess tho place has the ciinie in tho pipeis 
changed uiue thin," sud he, “but * That’s so Yi i, 1 knew him v^iy 
the gold and silvci s thou iigut well BttUi than any one on huaiit, 

enough, and, inaybo, i^ we looked i guess ^Yo got along Inn l\ Mot 

long enough, wed ihuict* on tiint a man I tiustod, addid Put kins 

golden Manoa Kingsley talks nliout ’ musingly, “but a clovet »ort ok chip 

The talk dnflod info inoie imitii- Well" ’ 
diato topic", and \llcn, much amused ! “ Did hc" ever toll you cof his 

at his gigiOitiL uompamon s naivt daiightei ” 

ways ot looking at things, asked him “No lie never spoke ot hia 

about his life Thcicupnn lloiace piiv its ndations ’ 

liU' died out into a wild tale of doings ' Well, he has a daughter, Miss 

ID Aliica Ih' bad bi on all tliiough Evu Htiodo You mii«t have icod 

the wai and had fought thorein He her name m the papers wheu the 

hod been up the Slnru Eivi r, and case was leported " 

all over the hoii couiitiv Hu made “ 1 did,” said Parkms aflei apaune, 

money and losb it, so ho said, and “ yes f " 

finally manogua to hud a iorlune It “ I'm engaged to hei " 

was fivu o'clock bufoie he ended, and Parkins lose and looked astonished 

later he made a romark which made “ Tliat’s a queer start.” 

AUqn jump “i:k> I ]ust thought wheu “ You’ll bear of something queorer 
I got Mark's lettei telliug mo you it you will answer my questions ” 
wmu in the old countiy and about “What sort of questaons? ” 

the mine, that I'd conic home and Allen debated within himself if he 

see what kind of raaii you were,* should trupt Pizhiua all m all It 
I'm satisTied—fh yos, you bet I’ll seemed a raMi thing to do, and yet 



A FklEND in' NEED 

there vu something sbont the men Humph I'* eajd Allen, "r#n not 
whioh aboived that he would not surpnaed, fhira whaA I'tn heard.” , 
bretdc faith Horace was just the ‘ He was an L D, B, it you wane So . 
sort of tiompamon Allen needed to got to taets ” 
searob after Butaey in the sliuxis of WLit’s that'*’’ demanded Allen, 
Whitechapel It was no good tolling " An lUuut di^ond buyer.'* * 

him anything, lualeaa ail won* told, ' Clan you ** '* « 

and yet Allen hesitated t^ bring in * I gnes^ act. , Htnidu Ixins^t din- 
tbe name* of hio father fmally he inomln iiom anyone who )iad tbeqy 
resolved to say as bttle as he could It a Kaffir st>>ia a Jewel, and o^any ^ 
about him, and meiel-y detail iho then do steal, -vou hot, Stiode would 
bioad facts of the uioidii, .md oi the buy it horn him at a siii.d] pnoe He 
theft of the hand, without uicntionxD0 was on this lay foi a long time, but 
names “l*arkins,” he sud frankl^i Wiis nrvot caught Vnd vet I don’t 
and with a keen Iwk, "can 1 tiust know,' said fiarkins half to hnnholf, 
you '* " " that hi iito Jerry Tiain,know sonic- 

" J guess so, ' said the big m vn thing of his doings I ' 
seiciyily " I mean wkit 1 sat ^nu Allmi nluiost loiped from hfa seat 

ciu takn iiiy word nithuut oaths, 1 ' " Jony' wishn t big icd headud man 

reckon " j a lufTi.iii ■* ' 

'' Veiy ivell, then," said with f "lie tv,(s a bad lot ill tliinugh -a 

a sudden impulse to maki a cl< in < Iiotse Uiief ,11111 f don't know whiA 

broast of it, "sit down agaiu and 1 else 111 tiu way ot ciiiiiu ile made 

answer a few questions ' I Houth Africa ton hot for linn, and came 

Hoi oc e d 'Hipped down huaiiK and [ liunio stii>ragi> lu Iho JhnumM 
luthlcd hii. pifio While hu was hglili- | I snw limi al times, n 1 know a le ap 
ingup he lihU iicd to AllMrsrpustioris ■ ahoat hiui and hi Ihiiveil fioni a 
But Allen did not begin licfuie liehad ' pal ul irinie up RulawaAo way He 
CKplainedtlK purpgsi of liisii'qiiiiii s J sc 1 iiud to snsp(>i,t Stiode of yahknig 
“I uiu < ngaged to Miss SUoJi.,” [ dnunomls i>nt oi the couiitii " 
eaid Allen, "but shn rrfiises til in lit V 1 “l>id Slindi till > ou he jxis 1 She'd 
me until 1 loam who killed liei father " Mi.iiiuuids ' 

' Very light aud just" nodikd I "No llesaulliediuadi money lu 
Paikins • ' tlu* i" tout of loitv thousBiul pouiidn ” 

"Weliri’in trying to hunt out thi ! ‘ Ih 1 he canv the muiuiy with 

cnminal, sond I sfiould hfu> you to | him / ' 

help mo ” ' raikins sluw,k Ins hi ad *' koan't 

‘ fin with you light along, iliU say 1 should ihiiik he J liavi lotteA 
Kuh) away with youf ipiestaons " * oi oiudit ilr'd i pookei'liook ho wns 

Allen began *" Did ftli ftrrode f vn | ilwa>i> ihpping into, and talked, of Lis • * 
tell vou he had money ^ ” ' mom y a tut 

"Yes He made a lot in South 1 " Alilm pockit-liook with acieat *” 

Ahiea and not in the most respect | "Tbits so Do you know it**” 
able way I don't like talking ill of , *No But ihat pooket-hook waa 
the ilead, and of the fatbui of tho girl i stolen itoin the body At hast it was 

J ou 1 e going to make Mrs Hill, hut if ' not found, so it musthaieficuu stolen ” 

am to be truthful ” , " Dh, and 1 gm ss Strode w.ls inur- 

"I want you to lie, at all costs deied tor the s,iko of tho pocket book 
The issues aie too gieat for anything I But si e heu ,” taid Hoiare shrowill^, 
•false to be spoken ” 1 " I’vo told you .1 heap Now, you cut 

"Yfell then, I heaid a lot about > along and n'el out a y irn to me ” 

Strode m Africa befoio we sreamed ' The other man. needed no second 
together in the DuMctm Ca^le Ue • uAitatioii. He laid aside bis pi.pe and 
made hii money m shady ways ” I told the story of the orimqtSuppieBaing 
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thf' domgs of hiH father Hoiaoe 
liBtfnt>d and noddod at inttoivala 
" I don’t &CC ( leiu afloi dll,” ho aaid 
^hen Allen ended, “suie you've told 
me eveijtliing? " 

Th(f >onQg man lodkocl uneasy 
“ r-ic told you whit I could " 

Ptuknm losG and stietchcd out hn 
h^iul “What voti’vo told mo \9ill 
npvci he lepeatud flood hye ' 

“ What loi ? " abkctl Allen, also 
riling 

“Ilecauie yon won't liuit me 1 
rnn’^ stiJii;lit(U out tins Ijjsinc^'S 
unless von dn ' 


“ Mexiy's got it and he's m tlio gang 
Hold on,'* said Pailtins, “ I'll not «ve 
a stiaight opinion till E boi> this boy 
We'll go down and hunt him up 
He'll give the show away " 

'‘But my father asked Allen, 
downcast 

“ Ho B (h Clank I don't behove he 
mixed njl in the bi/nai at all ” 


"The otbei Hung 1 might 1 'I isn't OIlAl’TER >kMll 

uiv own " 

' No^o If itconcfinstlicmurdci ihi. ii.mno (ip i.i ism 

It mnst he tokl I don't v,oik b df 

knowle^lge with luy one You can Ir did not lake Mien long to ham 

tiust mo " •'OmLihiini ihoiil Pniisey Vii inqiiiiv 

*A11on lu'bitdUd TI{ w inh'd to tell at Ihi oHius oi Ihr j»hj] 'Pthiupu 
all, for he felt Muc that Paikuis would luiipli, who 'halt W'tli Iho lian-hi 
help him Lhit then it seemed tniiblo of hov-» to tl i lountiy toi 

to leveal his fa1hei’<i shaiui to a fiedi an, bionelit out tin hict that 
bttangor What was he to 'lo «' Buts> y w is a thud, uid h quiiow ot 

“ So< here, rillcll --yom vii>thin,», lh< gutun, who l'%<d m a ccilairi 
biippiesNing n imts " WhiU chapel dim uMii ss givcn- 

“ Won’t do,” ‘'aid the mflcublo with a st t ol the gnaw sv lullians in 

Paikins, "goodbye” Jjondon 

•'Will yon give mo i low bouts to "ft was a nie'i .uruleiu the boy 
think the niattd ’ " ‘ rainc hi le, ’ '-aid Hie '-jictbwltd gin 

"No h 1 III not to bcl’iisti d now, tlenian who supplit d thi inluuii ition, 

I HI not to be Idist' vi at all ’ '• n» wcu' s«*nd'ug out \ ninnhei of 

The soiing man bit his hiigets He | lagged thildiiu to Wisthaven toi a 
eouldn't let E*aikiiis go, toi he knew , couple ol Hays, .md tin iboY ,.anio and 
alxnit t^tJiMleand lluilJeiiy, and might . vsked if be loiild go too At tiist, wo 
aid the case a lot It was iinpiiative j veie uol inclimd to acceyit iiiin, as 
that the tiulh should bo dioioveicd we knew nothing abont bun But 
vise It ought lie that his bithei would I the bo> if lo ckvii and annising, 
bu put to open shame Uettei , Allen i tb u we coustntul he should go Ho 
thought to tell Pnikins ard get liis j wint with the icst to Weiilhavuu, 
aid, than nsk the aiiejit of his fathei ■ but did not keep with those who 
and si'd the wholo story lu Iho papi IS ! looked altni the pool creatuxes In 
" I'll tell all, ' he bald ' ftet, Mr Hill,’ said tho gentleman 

" Oooil mail,” giowleil Parkins, hi8 fiankly, ” Butaev took French leave ” 
brow clbanng *‘ When did he go ’ ” 

When m possession of all the hictb, " I can’t toll you Dnt one ot om 
Pgrkins thought fci a moment anil men caught sight ot Fatlii i Hon, and 
deliveiud his opinion * l^tcode ftake Ked ,Ti>iiv, at Wosthaycn — those aie » 
it was follc/wed to the Bed Deeps by the ruQians Butfaey lives with He 
Joiiy Trnn, and •Ibrcy shot him and . might have gone with them ' 
stole tho poekotdiodk ’ I “ ^ take the Uuldien down 

" But tlio y^ouden hand ’ " 1 on a Wednesday ’ ” 
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“ Yen \ud then they eama back, 
late the next day " . 

AUod redcotea that if Butsey 9 ent 
the wire iiefoio font o'clock, he muat 
liave gone bock to London, and won- 
dered wheic he got the ij^oney lot the 
foie Then he niuBt h bM* uime down 
Again, in ohIli to gi\o the l^ing met- 
eage to Mi<i Meiry Iloiwvvr, he 
told the (jhilanthropist nnUiing u( 
thi< 9 , hut thank* d him foi hismtoiniA- 
lioti ' J intend to look tbi'* boj up " 
he f-.'id, when taking Ins loavi 

'■ Has he gol into tnmlilo * ” asTci d, 
the gentleniiin cUiMoiisl^ 

'• WfJl, not exaotlv But 1 want to 
h'lin sonietbiiit.' buni hun loUtive to 

I mallei aliout wh'ch it m not eoces- 
Ot'iy lo he ^oo piecise J asaiiio jou, 

II 11111 not coini loliiini” 

“ IT(* his conn to h<um t nongh 
blie,ul\ ]iooi Url I tell YOU, Ml llih, 
iliiit 1 sbiiiild Ilk*' h* dug tlwt hoy [ 

out Ol the glitlCI, (Uul III kf« him b j 

dciiiit iiidiilii'L ot notieU lie is , 
shaip Ih'ioiuI his >i*ais hub his > 
talents .n<' nt IwmI in llie wrung; 
w.« - ’ ' 

‘‘By l^atlid Jtun, II(<1 Jeiiy, xml 
Co -,aiit Mien divK , “«o 1 think " j 
moini lit, Sir Hill if \out,o { 
to llio Bfiii Stn p* ill 11 , take a plain r 
oluthei pobi'iniiiin with von hathei j 

Hon Is d iMCeiOus ’ I 

‘‘01i,‘lli see lio tint’ '>u<l Mlin, 
ouufidi.T|i in hw own iiiusglos .uul in 
thoBo ot 1’ iikins “ Yon couldn't got 
Biitse\ to cxjiiio licit 

“I icBi not — I 'vlly ten not. Mi 
}[ill The hot h.bs ni'vinibctn nen 
us sinoe 111 came back with iho 
ehilUiPii tioni Wesihaxen" 

“He did come batk wilh them 
then '* ' 

“ Oh yea,” aaid thu pliilanthropist 
frankly “ by the late train , but what 
he did' in the nioantime, and wheielie 
went, 1 Can’t sa> He lofuwjd to give 
an account of h’msclf ’ 

“Hhiewcl httlo dev /' naid Allen, 
“hut T think 1 know" 

“ 1 trust it has nothing to do witli 
the police, ’ said tde gentleman 
anxiously , “ a detective asked after 


Butsey I gave him the add^esa of 
Father Don m Perry Street, hut the 
lad oould not Iw foun^ The detoc- 
tive retusod to say why the lad was 
wanted, ami 1 hope he’ll not come to 
harm Jt yon hnd him, hrnrg him to 
me, and I’ll see what I oaii do to, save 
him It's a ternlilo thing to think 
th\t dn inimoihU &oal and a diver 
lad should mmain lu the doptha 
Allen assented politi ly, promised to 
do what Jie could towciids btingine 
aliout the lefonuatiou of Bntsey, and 
wont his way He pi ivacoly thought 
th bi to make Butsey a docent mdhiber 
ul socii ty would bo ne\| door to im- 
possible, loi the lad seemed to be 
({uiti a (iimin iJ, and educatioh might 
onl\ make hmi the moio dauguious 
hr tliu well being ol the coiniunnitv 
Uo'siMr ho iiseivtd his oinnion on 
this iKimt, and gol hat k to his Wubu iii 
lotmi . to uvplam to JlotaL<> Tht big 
NmtncaM iui he vnnuilly was i 
\ inki c - nodtlcd gravi ly 
“We’ll go down this voiy mghl,’’ 
ho sj’d “ I giu ts W'l ’d lieut Jint on 
old togs, Iraic oui vbhiiblch nl home, 
mil CAiiy sixshootcis " 

“ Do }ou think ll).it last in nuees- 
saiy ' ' asked \ili«ii an\iuusl> 

‘It’s pist 1 - *\i 11 to be on the safe 
vdo, Hill II this Imv ompinycil 
hv I'btliei Don iiid lii-, gang, he 
won t Ik* let uu williont a hglit 
Mavbt he knows too much lor the 
s,.loty of the gang ' 

“Thtt's very ptobabic," asbcnted 
Hill diylv, ■ IjOWi ver, W7 'll tbki* all 
pricbutiiius, Old go to Pc) r\ Slieet’’^ 
“Thi, IS what i cill enjoyment,’ 
i.wII1oi.ice, stii tchiiig Ills long litnba 
* I'm nub a qiiarieLaoiue man, but, 
hy Gosh, I'm jnat apoihog for a fight " 
“ 1 think there's every chance wb'U 
get what you want, l*arana ’ 
tki the matter was anen^l, and 
afti>T dmiiei tho two mon (hanged 
into ciliabby dothes It was raining 
heavily, and they put on ovoicoaff, 
buaivcs, and woie htunch hatfa Botii 
caineil revolvers, and thus they lult 
ihaily for any emergency Aa Alien 
knew London combatively well, he 
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took IomI, {md conJmted Honoe 
tu Udgace Stdfeioti l)> tht> andei>{iou&d 
itlilwAY they pu-Ked up a oab 

dud WMiit to V^ljitof faaptl The dilver 
kaew Pin-> Rlifut Irat iefu<md to i;o 
luai •it, on llii' jii^a that it was a 
daiijtP'oiis loi aiity ilo-nctieit, ho ile- 
po'Uted tilt* I wo lie at thg place, and 
diovi> vMiiv in tiho 1)110 leading Mien 
aiid [loiiicu in a ••oinowhat dailv 
htu‘1 ti *A. se iit-h loi .1 .juide vinduoed 
A lJS«eil »Ki\ o' l^ie Butsey tjpe, %hd 
voliintir ji.ll Ui ‘'bow till* wav to Kitbti 
Don s din ‘ "^ouvt itot sonii ig 
to Mduil u)j Lhi s])mit, qi'tii s Iki'Ii * ' 
Ucieil the hi|il lookiiig ii|i to ' big 
men as ^l)o^ -.IfKid imdei ^ lim, po-.L 
•‘Jiitt se, sjiil lloi lie 

thiiikinj; lliii a good c'lii-t', ‘ jon 
( ngnii 1 1 UK iluni', kolih^, iind wi II 

glM* )Oll I 'llllhlil* ’ 

« ‘A boll ‘ LbitK good iiiiiiii,Ji,' 
laid the im hi'i, c iid kj .itiijh u d douii 
a bu k Kilt et *-o qmr kl^ tb'T du \ li ul 
Konie ditiKiiIly in kei mug np vdli 
him Tjatii on, wlun tin \ (••nf.ht 
Jiifii It tb( c lid 111 V t il III ‘•til , Mil'll 
gii|i|H'il till g)iid> by Ills Wit Mini lid* 1 
“ i)o you kiicn. ibvJt I iliiil IbitscN ’ 
“Oh niy i'\i K ii'iil 0 iiK,ik'i 1 1 jusi * 
Wli\,lies1 iiibci Ihif K iji t Bui 111 K 

ill di'gi 1(1 lent ' 

“ \Vl s ' " iskid Moi.Ui foolly 
‘ Kililii I Bon SI pi l.iiii djwii till 
louiilit, .I'lil hu (lidn t tiiiii 'iji it 
the lioiii he w ii told to Hi s Imui 
wliaeki J 111')! put nil b'l .id ..nd w.dei,' 
S)Ud lilt' bint, giiiiiiiiig, “\\ni>t' link 
fill Farhi 1 Ooii IlutKeY ’ll [ji,t j, kni^e 
• i to hill) ioT tb.il ' 

“Good, will' pul'd Alien to IJip 
Mneiican ik tiny vine on m thc- 
diiiknesK ' |jutse\ wjllliavf igiudgi 
agaiusi ha’iii't Bon, .iiul wnl bn aU 
the niOTu luvtly to tell' 

“iinaipb' J ii'noi'i'isme Theio’s 
hououi Miiioni' tbirvi 
TlittV had no luiiliri time foi con- 
yei lalion, foi till j^U)li* tin ued down 
a fallow Uo« l•Mlllll ' u..l the ntf^de , 
ill , »jd knockoJ , t cb ihxii ol ii 
inimd house wtb bi ki i wmdowb 
A sliiiH yoicb m‘ido aok(.d who was 
theio, 


" s>well mobamen with awag for 
tlio patiioo.” said the guidn, whistlSng 
shruly “ Show us a Tight ” 

The dooi opened, and » small 
pinohed-looking girl appt. ared with a 
candle Sht' L"caiuinBd the two men 
and then admitted them When they 
xentured within, she shut the door, 
which sec'ined to bo voiy bteong But 
Horace not'ood a dooi on the left of 
the pimiiage leading into an empty 
j oom He knew th \t one of the Inoken 
windows set iil the sticft wall gave 
^hglit to yhii ruuin, and lesolved to 
*intike it i line of retreat shnuld they 
lie too hatilly pressed Meiintimc tlio 
lioy and gul fed the w.xy along the 
passige .mil towaids a Irap-dooi 
|{i le, si j>K li .\ding ilownwBidhidii'glit 
them to a 1 Ligi cellar tilled with 
I il pi opk ol both Kixcs Tlicio 
w Is 1 bin 111 a liigi ihiitinov, which 
tei ii>( d i,> luM III on coiistiuoted to 
loast all ov, and inuud this thoy s.it, 
till'll diinip g.umuots steiming in the 
lit it \ curtain p'liLoncd otf a ooi noi 
of Oil fell II a' d when llm stiaugeis 
iiitctfd ti\o sliiiJl voices well heaid 
till nip kogtihci .ingiily Bui the 
ttiK M s iiniiiid piiid no Attention 
• lied liiiv ‘•aid IfoMee bnidiiii' 
'Mil 11 s ,n m, md he pninti d lo a tiucn 
h ot-’oiikirig lulhrin ahso^t is big as 
I himsih, wbo xxj-i Ijmg on a ln'ul cum- 
• pi'Ki d Ilf iilil nexvspapdh and day- 
I bills lle,s.eenied to be dru^k, tor he 
I I'll ’till it liiaxily 'iiiil his pipe had 
tulen lioiu his lusricd lips “Nice 
I man lo tiiklo,' nnitteied Horace 
“ Come along,’ baid the guide, tug- 
ging il Mien s band " Father Don’s 
gid seine one in thcie, but he’ll see 
you W bat’s the swag — silver 
'’Nev*i you tniud,' said Hoiaoe, 

‘ vou lind Biitsey and I’ll make it 
xyoiih joui whib " 
i “ tlive us a sov and I’ll do it,’' said 
the hi at “ I'm BdU , and fly at that ’’ 

“ f Jowl A sov jou shall have ” 

Thu bov whiiitled agaiu and some , 
of ilio thieves luised him Ho then 
pushed Hoiaoo towaids the ragged 
curtain behinct which the shnU voiobs 
sounded,* and vwushed The two 
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-nete now folly oominttted to tli« 
lulvenfeare • 

Ounoosly onvogh, the Tofflens iu 
the oollar did not t^e much notice 
of the fctrangeni Perhaps they were 
afraid of Father Don, ^mg that the 
two come to diepobe ofswag, and at 
ill ovontd they apparontiy thought 
that Father Don could protect h^- 
it'lf Mouuwhil^ the keen oars of 
Tloraoe hooid a deeper voice) sooie- 
thiDg like a man s, mingling with the 
slitiU ones ol the otbui speikers 
Without a niomcut'e hesittition, an*]^ 
.yiMuus to gt t the business ovei, the 
mg Aiuouuin diaggod aside Ibo cur- 
tain end enteiod 

MIt'ii uid liO found thoniflfOi os be 


ehOttlder and uttered an ejaoulation 
** \Vhy> Mies Lorry," he laid, . 

The woman stutM andToneirultday, 
overtonung the table The small Itunp 
on It, feu and went out There weie 
a few onibes fiom Father Don*and a 


dirill expostulation bom tho lemall 
man In the hot darknesd a dress 


hrushod past the two men who wtjro 
now in the loom, and a sU<|^iig per- 
fume Biluted Iheir nostiils ^Hoiaoo 


could have btopped Misb Loir)' trom 
going, but he had no reason to do so, 
and ahe slipped out wuilo Fathor Don 
was groping for the lamp, anfl tho 
Othci man struck a meton As the 
blue dan' spiuUd up, the mooi saw 
the two who had enlcied "^Vliati's 


'oii>''a naiiow door On euteiing this, 
foi it was open, the) saw an old man 
aiith a whitf hcPid sitting at a small 
tiibli. with pai>ris hefo>e him Ntar, 
w IS a small shaip faced in in, and at 
the (ud nl I'lo table <^as a woman 
dicbsi'd 1)1 bl-wjk 

•' U won t do, Fathti Don," the 
wofiiaii was suing in deep toticb , 
" ou told tiuit hi at to lob me (Jive 
il up, 1 tell you " 

'G>\e up what’’ asked Fathei 
1 loll sh.uply ** How • an I give up 
I IS thing, whon 1 don't know what 

m* *1 t* 

It iS * 

“J^utI>^(^v knows,” said the woman 
“ Wheie’uis Ue / ” 

" On b(^iad and watei in Jihe attic," 
F>Aid the Biuall man with a slmll laugh, 
‘ he's haviug his piide brought down ' 

" you’d bettei take coio of Dutsey," 
said the woman diyly, “or he’ll sell 
jou ’ 

“lift him tty, ’ snailed the benevo- 
lent-looking old gentleman “ Bed 
Jelly's his father and will bieok his 
Iiack 

This much the two gentlemen heard, 
and. it was then that mo Ameiioan ap- 
pealed m the 11 Allow doorway The 
woman utarted ami loored at bun 
.Zfe eyed her in turn and saw a iine- 
looking creatiiro with d«k e^es. and 
dl a* luU volaptuous beauty hardly 
couoeated by the plain lobes she 
wmie Alien glanced over farkuis*s 


this ? ’ liu Liicd with an oath, which 
it IS not reccsssij to set down, “who 
are >ou ^ ’ 

“ We'setoiiic diout bu-.mpss," saJd 
Hoiao', “ don't \ou move till the old 
[ n,an e got the lamp iilipht, oi jou’U 
got hurt " 

I “It’s the ’lecH,’ said Fathui Don 
si\a,?ely 

J guesb not We’ve loum to do 

liUsUlCsS " 

Tins lenidik °teriied to stimulate 
the ciinosili ot the t«o men, and the> 
*1(1' allied tioiu a sliouc whi< Vi would 
have 1)1 ought in all the iiU lotf Vjth- 
oi.t Allon (ongiatnlated tiimsoli, that 
Farkins bad roused this ouiiosity Ho 
bad no (lesiie to hght in a daik rolitu 
with his back to the wall agiyust a 
score of iniluus In u lew minutes 
tho lamp was lighted “Turn it up, 
Fox\," said Fathei Don, “end now,> 
gontleraon,' he added politely, “ how 
did yon get heie? " 

" A boy called Billy btought us,” 
said Allen stepping foiward '* I feoi* 
we’ve frightened the lady away " 

“ Let nor go, the ]ade,‘' said Foxy 
flhully, “tbeie would have been a 
heap of tiOuble if she’d lemaniied," 
and ho confiimcd this speech wil^ 
seveial oatlis 

Father Don did not swoai Ho 
spoke in a clear, rebned, and educated 
\^oa, and apparently was a well- 
educated man who bad fallen into 
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tnc dpjiUis ihi out'll some rascalit) 
lipt his fflcp looLpd mobfc henovolent, 
Alia no one would hftvt nnspocted hitn 
of being a rufban of the wcaet He 
cjmI Allen pioicinglv, Aiid also his 
coiupaiiion “ Well, gi-ntlenien,” lio 
asked quietl>, ''and \\liat can I do 
foi vou 

I lor loe sat down heavily and pulled 
out lii'» puio " Wc may <w well talk 
ooiafni fobly,' he s,iid " Sit d<n\ n, 
Flill 

“ILIP ’ s.Ufl lion with « 

start, while I'^ovy opi iicd his small 
ojts- “ mil of Waigio>e i " 

“TVic sanie,' said Mien i otlv 
“ flow do Mill know ini 
“ I khow .1 goofl many things snJ 
Fathet Dor ealnilv 
“ Do joM know aho sl'iit Htiode ’’’ 
ho y lo (IS though (iiotnl hj t 
t»|iimg “ ^oii itoiith it lij ue\on' 
Slid ho shullv , “ tb(*n >ou vi famie to 
the wtOMU hop ‘ 

"Oh, 1 guess uoi(,’ Slid fliuxci 
la/ily " to till' light shop You si e, 
Mistot," he wiiit on to the eddn 
riiJIiaii, "wt waiitth.il woodeii hand 
"Whw woodim hind * jsVed 
Failui Don “Jl you mean 

" Ye-i, 1 do nil an Ih it, ' -^ud \lli n 


“T don't know what you mean," 
said Allen 

" Oh yes, you do. You know every- 
tlmig about this case, and you’t e como 
litK to get tlio hand Well then, you 
won't Onl> while 1 hold that hwd 
e^n I got the diainonila ' 

■wTi ore will sou get them ’ ” 
"Tha1«% what I want yoH to tol’ 
me " 

" I guess Itod Jeiiv knows,' said 
Hoi lee shaipiy , “ he took th 
d’ani mils ]i om the dead hodv of th* 
^maii 111 shot ’ 

*• Me iiimg Stioile," i»aid Ko\>, wij 
Hghnee at h'atliLt Don 

“ f*.ii> didn't shoot him," said tliau 
1 1 nci ihle Irand 

" 1 siiiinis he did,' said Paikins 
I ‘ \ ,k him in 

I •* How do \on know nl out liny ^ " 

' askiit l''\thfi Don iim isih 
I *' r silled ilong o him, and saved 
1 luiii fioin being 'yii'lioil a a lioist- 
I thill ft you wont tail him m 111 
1 do M) iinsili 

"Hold yo'u lonpiie,' sod hathui 
1 Don, Using and luokitig if iv lieiifvo- 
' Uut, ' jnu tike It'll niiieh uiion 
I yum ell I m kmu, In ii , ctnd if I bay 

I ,1.. .. .,wl 

J 


till woid 'ii'thfi of VI. u will go out 
iiuieklv , "von hioughi it to Mi alive ’ 

Mask to get thi iiioni.v ' j "Oh J gius 

"Jhd 1 ’’ said b'alho) Don ii'ollv, i lonlly, * we don t 


HTid evemg tb< 'oiuig man "well, 
mayhe I did linl L didii t t.iki ji 
lioTO (he di III ’ ’ 

Mien eoJo"n*d " Meny look it," 
1 e siiid 

k " On no, ho didn't, ' sncried iTosy 
" Mi'iiy got it fiuiii Hiitoev, who dug 
it up aEtei It had hoen pKiiti d 

I)>- - ■ 

"Stop ’ said Mien, using "Fathei 
Don," be nddnd, turning to the old 
man, "you Boem lo he .a gortle- 
man- • ' 

' I w.ia once Riit what’s that got 
lip ihi with this ’ " 

• t£ il.. 


>■ 0 , '» lid Iloian 
'iiip uiipiepaied," 


.11 1 111 \ riioiiiiut he swung out his 
Dii'inge^ " Sit still, Fatbei (Jhiisl- 
mas, ' said l^aikiii-., U veiling this, 
“or yfiu 11 p« t huit " 

Spring P.iikiiis's action, Mlenpro- 
dufi'd his.vvt.ipun .vndioveiod Foxy, 
so tl ei( sit the kings of the caotlo, 
within hill ol thou lullianly ciuw, 
nn ible to c.vll foi itssistanoo 
" And now we’ll call in .feirv," said 
Mlon coolly " Sing out, Paikins ' 
But befoic thi lug Ameiican oonlt 
raise a shout tlierc was a buddei 
noise ontoide A shiill voico wa 
beaul (lying that the pohoe wet 


“ btop this man," he pointed to i Loining, ami then enbu^ a baboi«. 
Foxy, " from niPiitioiii’ig nainrs ” ' Fatbei Don sei/ed the opportunity 

"Xu stop cverytlimg, if you'il tell i when PiirkiiHu evo was wayurtng lo 
us wlwio the dramondj aio to be knock the Avolvei out of hw band 
found, aHidFathnt Don I The ASnencon thetonpon mode a 
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(clutch at hiB thioat, while Alien 
inpped Fux^ up A small boy 
into the room He was white-faced, 
stunted, lod-hauod, and had but one 
eye At Once he made for Parkins, 
squiahog toi the polvM^ When ha 
fjot a grip of Hoiace's hand ho 
dro|med his voice 
“Kctcfl t’othei cove's hand, and 
niiio,'* said the lio), and then with a 
'exleious movement oveitmned ihe 
ible, whendiy the lamp went out 
'djii foi the second tiuiu Pat Kins 

• ]/m1 the Bituariou at once, ititi while 
,i(jthor Don, auddeiilv r<'le.tsed, 
SCI ambled on the floiw, and mode vse 
f'l the hi<ib time of had Lingnago, ho 
giabhed Allen's hand auil liiagged 
liiin tiOWiud till douT Hotace 
liiuii waM beiuif cliawn swiitiy aluiii) 
hy lilt smiU bo-v The oulii lellar 
wa>i idled with a inasb ol sik iiiiing, 
squiiilling, frweaimic hiunAud^, all ou 
the lieu foi ihe aihcnt or il,e police 
The hoy ihcw the two men thiough 
hi i*iov d, which did not know whence 
to expect the daiigci JToiace hu(U>d 
bis A\ay thiongli the uioh h> main 
■nitiipth, iiiil Alien followed m Ins 
•levii stating wake ohoitlv, thc\ 
teiicKcd tlio tiAp dooi, .Old i in along 
‘he passage I'ho liov pnllcil them 
jnlo the siil'j irootn Hoiace had uoti^l 
wlu n be Ciiii.e to thu den 

*• Uieifk Ills V'lndei, ' said tlic boy 
to PaikiQi > 

The Araei man did not need lui Ihoi 
iLisinictions, and wiappiiig h's coat 
lound his arm he Bnuishcd the hail 
j’U'ts Ft cm below came^iainfubedly 
tho noise of the staitlud thieves But 
Ifoiace brst, Allen nexl>, and tho hoy 
Ust, diopp^ on to the pavement 
Then anothei lad appealed, and all 
foni darted up the street In ton 
luiButeR they lound themselTes blown 
but safe, m the eluef thoroughtaie 
and not tat from a polioeidan, who 
looked Hunpieiously at ti cm 

“ lliere,’' Baid tho loBt-joined boy, 
“ you re wf Butwey saivud \ " 

" Butsey 7 ’’ said Allen, looking at 
the Btonteo, one-e^d 
**3%at'A me," said Butaey with a 


mn , “ y'were near being acnugcd by 
th'ole man Jf y'd oallra BeoJez^, 
he'd ha' done fur y' Miss Lorry t<ad 
mo t' get you out, and I've done it " 
“But 1 reckon the old Hither 
Chnstmaa told ub you were Soeked 
up ’* 

** Was,' said Butsey lacomonlly , 
“in th’ attic — ^biead an’ water X 
lun t gom' to woik fur sich a lot aiiy 
moie, so 1 dropped out of th’^nuder, 
and climbed the loof — down the spout 
In the Btrei t I met Misa l.iori'y— die 
told mo there was hghtin' below, so " 
hu winked, * 

“ Then thoie was no police ? ' said 
\11oi!, admit mg the boy’s tlevemess 
“ Not much Jint thoy'rd allays 
cxproTing of tn' peeleis," said Butsey 
i colly, “ twasn t diflicult to get 'em 
iiazocl with flight But y uu look heie, 
Misti'rs, yon clear out no-v, or they'll 
be niter you " 

*Yoa come also, Butsey " 

“ Not me I’m agom to dosg along 
o' BiUy here I’ll comn au’ bee yon 
at Waigiovu and bnng tho wooden 
hand with mo ” 

“ What,” said Allen, “ do you 
know - ’ ' 

'* f knows a lot, an' I'm goin' to 
spill, ’ >.aiil Butsey “ Give us a bob , " 
and when Allen tossed him one, ho 
spat on it for luck '* See y' m' own 
time," Slid Butsey “I’m goin’ to 
turn resprotable an' split Th' ole 
man am t pom’ to shat mu .up fur 
ms 'Ni^ht,' and catrlung his 
compnnmu'b otin, both hoys lan off 
into the darknusH 


OnAPTEn XIX • 

MBS UGRBT'b VISITOBb , 

Thk Visit to the den was certainly 
A haaoo. Those who had ventujnea 
lAto those depths, had, on the laoa of 
it, gained nowmg, Wb^ Would have 
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iiA]<pefl(‘<l hj'i not Hutsp> rjiaod tbc 
lijip iklfvnu it IS imposhihle to My 
Ai'fui(liiie( uj tAu l>o>, Jmy Tvoald 
liavp tinned dis^giOLAbli*, and pio- 
Ikibly thci*' weiiild Ua\e b<sti a ltr» 
liyht * As 1*^ Wiib, Vlcn and Iloiacr 
evnt^ buck ititJiouli hiMiit; ociiioiccl 
linn TUiV ^‘■‘u as fAi as 

pvi'i fiuiii tin* disioMiy ol lJu truth 
‘ \ntlMit, r don’t know, biid Alien 
liopi [nllv, “soinihovi I fitl inchni-il 
tn tl list Ilutsi I [{p's ({Ot faOKIU 
srlu me in lu~ liiiui " 

“tluh slid Hoi ice In .ink, “v’ 
rnitliii.ta liiii like thii He‘> ^nt 
Ins iiiiiiiki'i np l«i Ill'll tin oM lUiin 
UiiipjHtl (111 him, but like Pi he U 
I li.mm. bis turn iti.I ;»i bae k ^ dhoi 
lion ‘uli make thing's 'Oiian lie 
iii'it iillfi'cl to In e ,1 pjoi'iism*' lourie 

pllp llkl Hi I il V ' 

““ 1 belien tin bo\ n.li wonn to 

as In sinl I’lMsteu Mb a 
" in Ihiti’t e 1 PHIS'. Med bettu 
pu dotvn too \^oul(l \tu imiid put 
tip^' me pp foi a [( V dus ^ ' 

“[H bo plnl, .ind I don t tbml 
in> l.ilbe* Mill (diiKi U IS iusi as 
Mel] oj should hnii ' 

• lliiitsMby 1 MintlotoU'i down 
Slid I'liikuts cl leirnlk \ see. Hill, 
the bUBiiT 1 be 1 to bo Moilid out 
smiieliiiM I think ) iui 1 itJiei s p.it 
.1. tit and tbiie i-iii'i on^tlinie 

he ’a pot to lie .iliii' ol lint br ’» 
shmiini' iln'id some one, inrt who 
fiiat vwiip iirn IS we len.i Uaiii 
fti liir wo 'huulil lilt the in.ittti oiu 
>«'lvis than let lilt piiliet h.uidle it ’ 
Vilon tuiiiLil paV " (Jrd loilnd,' ' 
s uid he, “ I w Milt the nutLoiities Kept * 

.i»aj I 

So Alli'n wiote u letlti to liis ialli»i, ' 
asking if lie could bi mg dow n Patkina j 
foi a fov da\ -> Tbt^ u ph , btiange ( 
to SA), camu liom Mrs Hill, and the ' 
roiidiu<{*of it iilloidul Alien boiiio I 
tliougl't I 

«" TLl'I' jb 1 o m ed lo ask youi | 
faiht'i anything,” she wiote, "ho has ' 
grvea tfiroivthing into mv liand»,evpn 
lo the nintiei Wbai tht iiitecu wj 
ea 0 t s vy, i-efu -es to speak Tie 
SiMiTap tory oviob aftoid, md Temalns 


I m his own loonia — the Japancsi' 
aisiitnicuts Mr Mask albo tefoMsd , 
to speak, saying my husband would 
tl 11 mo hmibcH if hu felt iriolinod, but 
I lati leatii nothing I am glad you 
aie coTnmif'baik, Alhn, ns I am 
I si riously unviou- Of com he you can 
luing Mr Vsikiiih ThOfLoube is 
j laige iiiid he will not need to go uuai 
5 out I lithe.), though, it may be, ttn 
1 sight ot A nfw fai .1 would do youi 
I ltd bet good At all events Lome 
I down and Ir t us tidk ovei things " 

1 * Ho Alhn and llor.ue went to 
VVcstlnivni and dnivo oiii ‘o kVa 
gtu\e On Ibo wav Allen stop]>iil 
th( bioiigh.nii, wlin.h tvas dliMti In 
llaiiy A ti-olis, and took llciaie to 
th Red Deipsto .ee the ‘■]iot W lien 
I thr iii'iidii had Immui coieiniUi d 
Win II tint l,.ul n-^ the iLiv wa-. 
»s<.t -tluii Iviois w‘ le in\(iLd. witli 
the ltd Pinil of the plan* Tncohs 
siw tl'is,,ind bmgtdtci «-pe.iL to Vlkn 
1m 'oie he gol in 

‘Isii Ml All'll,’ le whi'jMUil, 
s ithat Jkukiii', now in th' hr muh up 
tlioiilil not J>Lai ‘ do }oij icipi'piIm i 
whin I dio\i Noll lo 'kliici'V Ciastle 1 
1 -^nd I il tfJl v>u sometbing ’’ 

"St'S W)i it ii ' 

W< II, >()a know 1 cli an tl-i bout , 

^ -.n * Will, ii'asUi’s* Imoih win, 

1 lOiiiid with tlint j,.tl imid| op the 
dl\ 

I 1 1 iKiW' all about that,” iifcc rrupted 
\llfii, feeline Ini, blood run cold as 
In thought wliit tioiibh imgbt codjl 
till Hugh ti*i Inn bcL.ittii, ' mv fathei 
e\jil lined ' Yon need not mention it 
“ho, .»ii. Slid Jacobs obedioiill} 
enough llo w is devote d to Allt ti, 
toi acpieei leasun that Allen had once 
th’.ished him foi being unpertment 
Theic was no danger tliat be Would 
‘■as anything, but on the wuv ti 
W iigioto Lhe gloom wondeied it hia 
UMsti .1 had anything to do with the 
oibinissioii of the rrirae Only in 
the duectioji of the Jitd Deeps could 
such mud be found, and Jacolib hod 
uu doubt but that Mr Mill neaioi had 
lieen to Uie plauL 

When thoy tiinved at “ The Arabiau 
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Nightti" Mr Hill at fiist lofnsod^to miiid diseased Poi baps you'oan tell 
eeo AUeu, but consented to do 'fao me what this all znoanb, Allen • 
label When the ^onn;:; man onlered < '‘I'Utell you what Z knoWi” MOid • 
the Japanese toome, ho was alarmed ^Vllen weanly, for die anxiety waa 
to noiviU his Utbei louk»l Tlie , weaving out iiis nerves, and he tbere- 
uiaii was wasting to and hone. ' u|)oii lelatud all that had token place 

Ins f.ice was as white a-i dcaili, and i sinu. he left Wargrote Mid Hill 

ho sltul^d netvously at c\«iy noise i liswned m siloiuc 

“You mu''t we Ih Gtaci," said I “Of rouibe, uuksa jour fattier 
Mien I spool s wo can do notlnug/’tsho said 

"No,” said Hill, “ I won't— L'- han't ' nt last, “do vou lliink ht is in bis 
— f cant llow can you ask ino i light mind, Alien ^ 
to SCO an\ one when I'm m such “hu He has always lieon ccoon- 
dauger * ‘ ‘ | tiic '' oaid tbi son, “ and now, tis he is 

“ Yon’ic m no daugei Jioie, ‘ s.ud giuwmg old he is liocoming inuspons 
his boii buothiOL'Iy ild'' 1 mi glad ho hiCs given ovoiy- 

“ So youi uioLhoi savs, and f (.an | thing ovci to y'ou mothi>i,<aud has 

host hf'i L‘'t me ki‘c]j to n,v own i inaik his will ' 

looms. Mien and ]i iil nu uiom ’’ | “Mi Mabkn diicedhimtodothat," 

“ ^[ou don't mind riikms In iiv iti I said Mis fill L th uikfi illy “ifhohad 
the house ' ' i lemamed ohbtiiiatLis lived aliout tbo 

" Vr 11 } should 1 ’ — till' hous( hii-, I inotK y J don't know what 1 should 
nothing to do with iiK Ihufgiscu hiteilonc Dut now that evuiything 
( Ni'iything ovi L toyoui iiiol1u]'<irai( is in niy hands I can manage him 
Mask has diiwn tip my will -it is lx tin la. I him stay in his rooms 
'•ii.ned and seali'd, and In has it and amuse himsi'lJ, Allen Jf it is 
hivnything hie> hi'i'ti 1, ft to yorn noecssaiy that he should boo tbo 
nu'itluM I 1< ft no) lung to you,' he djctoi I shiU iiuist on his doing bo 
added nialiLiousU Hat at ])icsLi>t I thmk it is best to 

“ 1 don t ward aiijtlaiig, bo loiu, a- Itaio linn dour 
iiiy inuthoi Is sale » “Will, iui>tlii>r, perhaps you aie 

"She is^ sale, s.iid hi>. tiHiei light And in any ease Parkins and 
gloomily, “'but am I ’ Tlnj ll Lnd i will not tinuhle him oi you much 

111 '* out Hiid kill me " 111 lutiodaeu liiiu to AJis Palnici, 

“AVlio will asked Mku sh .iply I’ld •'h«*’ll t„ki him oil oui hands” 

“ Hofi’l siK.ak likt Dial" youi \oieo ‘<;i lomse ,h( will,” said Mib 
,;oei thiongli m\ head Go away and HiM, lalliei stoiiihdly ,* “the 
duiosL* yoiii fill lid Yoio iiiothei i*, woiiuii’s a Imiu llirt So you don’t 
lu lati ess held -1 am nothing, i ouK kuo\\ yet who Killed Eva's iathci, , 
yvant my lute and hup — Irase me Mien ' ’ * 

aloiio—oh, how wtaiy I iiii ' " “No, said he, shaking hiq head 

So the ituseiiilik man inauodeud I must s(.u E\a and tell hor of my 
on He hod quite lost Ills atlectatiuus, lud luitum ' 

and looked worn out Ht mostly lay No ninie wan bind at tbo timo, otid 
on the Hofa all day, and foi. thoiestof life went on faiily well m tho bouse 
the tune he pared iho loorn oeasi.- L'ndei Min Hill’o biin sway the 
lessly Seeing bun in lUib state miiiiagenient ot domoutie aflaus was 
Ulun sought hiH mother inuoh unproved, and the seivanls 

“ Something must ho done,’’ he said weie satished, whioh th(*y had umret 
“■What dan ho <lo* said Mis been when Lawienco HiP was *«ole 
Hill, who loohod fiimei than cvci nisstei kitie was much liKod by 
“Hr SIX ms to he afi<i^ ot something .Mis Hill, and (easily mideibtood luiat 
'What it IB 1 don’t know— die iIIoobb Mr HiU, being an invalid, oodld not 
is mental, awl you oan't ministoi to a pm bito. She put it ttiis woy to save 
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litii Imiitivud'Q cTpdit fthp na'solnays 
ittrndiuff to luDi, dijil bi‘ clun|; to hoi 
htie d hijjbtpiic'd chilli to it>< niothei 
* There WA9 no doubt that Iho htght 
ovei the iMioid ii<i(l weaLmi^ a luind 
never ifbtj btioiii^ 

A lion dTiil I*.i.lnns wilked, loiic, 
gulfinl on tlic Shautoii LiiikM, unci 
pdi^ ficijiioiit vi'-iri to Mis I’wlrnii.’^ 
place ^llen took the ViticucAn Ihrio 
witli'i* A uiupli 111 111 1 i-< ■( turn, 

jinil the wriiiw lirthuitU .ulmmcl 
PaTkini ‘ k ili.itiniug ^iivnl,' slu. dc- 
wnbed him >it'd lloi'ici nvipiiiidtril 

“ L hke hci no cril. In « oiibiliil to 
Allen, “>-})i t (hiipc) Just the 
wife toi im ’ 

I'iin Iaii"lii(l when Mlcit h Iwi 
this 111111 Ti lu.ukoii til it 11 tlmm wi j>t 
on 'iHtliit vii ledoi/iit iDi'ii w iiivoiv 
chaiipe that Mi^ I ilmii i\o"*d los 
hi t licail 

‘But that 1 Tidiuiluin, lo.i ’ sml 
\ll« n “ tin \ 'iivi kiiowii I nil otlin 
only tJ\o <1 'Mj 

“Well, v« fill III Ii)\i m l»Ai 
nuQUtis' Slid 11\.i >niilini:, whtcli 
piovoiatm louiiikli il iii.iii (• (li>ii<fi> 
ot kWHI'S 

Till* twiivit II M.vti 1 III tin. di i\ mg 
TIHI11I o( till mII< Till \ IiiJnijiAiil 
k^ 01 y g(> 0 'l iliniK I i'kI hid now iplil, 
]iiloi.uuple‘ Mkn nul M\,iii m uiii J 

in the dl.UMllg HHJIII 11141 lilt fui>, 

wliili' Parkins iirul Mi s IVibrn.! pla\t d 
hUlUids It via' .lUill )<i>\ i\i lung, 
but llieeooiii louked I>iiplii 4 >)ildnti' 
ful The 1 ( 1 ' Cl' vi'ii. \t\ f h,’pp> 
tairg togtthti 'gain ami (.'(■(■iialiy 
* lit halving .in li'iin to llniii i Ivi. ' 

P.ihjiL'i vv.t', i.iihci evictmu, mid 
idicly let K\.v mir nt hi r sight 

“ But hhc ii mail) kniiij siiil Kv."*, 
turning hei I ilni till lo Mien “no 
OUQ coidd Ijc kimj' r ' 

l‘j\ujpt me, 1 hope," s.iid Allen, 
ciobsing 4hd I'fulli lug iiud '■(atmg 
luntsetl by In i side “ J v\ ml to 
sp^rik seitoush l^iAa ’ 

“ Oh dual , hhe -aiid in d isiii.i » , “is 
it about uat matiiage >” 

* Vii I h.vve lU Fiin ;i>iJ the mono V 
huamesfe witii Hoiau I’ailJns, .ind it* 
is neciis»,iiv t should go to f^uQi 


I America 49 soon as postuUo If I 
[ dou't, the nunc may te sold to tomo 
one else " 

‘ But can’t Ml M.'vric Parkiue buy 
It”* 

‘ Well, he Sould, but Horace wants 
to go out, so as to be on the spot, aud 
1 must gc^ with him It's ^ny one 
chant o of 'making a lorturo, lor the 
mint IS siitc to tiuji out a great suo- 
ci ss t'l I vv mt! to mat/) you, Uva, 

! 1 must mikc money Theic s no 
I cbaric, '.o fiT as 1 c,vp soe, of your 
filing lint lolly lliOiisand pounds 
! Lniii Salt VI -I s^ioki ol ' 
j “Then you ically think. Allen, tliat 
ihi’ii lb nioiic \ " 

i “ 1 .ini (ctl I'll of it — the form of 
I diimoiiil, But Wo 11 talk ol that 
Lilt I Meantunu 1 w.int to say that, 

' IS >1111 wish it wo'll put oil oui niiu 
I iiiigi toi a yi II You can btiiy here 
' wnb Mis I'llmei, *ind I'll gti next 
uioiilh to South N'i'fiu.v with IToi iuf‘ 
l*.n’ ms " 

“But whit about nil faihei » 
dcitli * * 

I * 1 hi']>i ihiitnull Win Ihi tinih 
wiihiii the iH^l time wiiks, siud 
\lli*n " tiling lui'is on this 

bo, Batsev lli ku »v' Ihe truth ' 
• “ Bill will hi till )i 
j “1 ill’ nk lit will Tlic^vd ih clever 
h'll vi iitmuius Thi wav in winch he 
h.is l>f>in Tiutiil hy Ins luthc'i and 
Bnn has iiside him bittii sagaanbt 
them Also, altci Ihe false' alaiin he 
g.ivi the ollici Might to got PaikinS 
iril im- onto! iht mess, he cunt veiy 
well go h II 1^ lo that place The old 
iiittii woiild inuidci hun , and T don't 
faiicv the ])noi little wietcli would 
tcoiMvo much svmpivthy from hie 
faihii ' 

“ What dll you tliink of liiin, 
AlW* 

' Mv ilcai I don’t know enough 
about him to apeak freely From 
what the ]ihitanlhiopist lo White 
chapel Myb J think tho boy is veiy 
clover, and th,tthis lalenta might te 
made use of He ib abominably 
heoilud byatho muti'a he li>el« with— 
why, his eye w as put out by hia father 
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Bot the lias tunuKl on tlie gang 
He hiant Jua boats when ho iai 9 ^ | 
that alatm, and 1 am (loite euioinhia 
o^n-itune, ho will ccwue down heie 
and turn King's evidence ” > 

"About wmt? *’ ^ 

"About the muider Tho bo> 
known truth Tta my npmion 
that Bed Jeny killed \oai inthei, 
Eva" 

"Dow do you tnafcp th.it out?’* 
bho aekod aGXToa<d> 

"Well, Itrd Teny know of joni 
fathei III Afiitii and know that hi wai 
bin mg diamon<lb Allen ^upptr'sscd 
(he Tiict of Stindo'H liciiig J.n f D B 
"Ho followed him hmuiMn the Dhumh 
I .mil thtn went to tell Vo v .tnd 
h'ditJici Don lit Wliiloehipel They 
(.auie down to We<iLhavE‘ii.iiid teieki'ii 
\oai lathcj' to (he Kcil Diips, ind 
*hf>tt' shot him 1 can't uiiduoUnd 
why thu\ dill not hike tho wooden ' 
h ind Ihiiii, tUougli " 

" Who did take the liano '* asked 
ll/a 

“Al> lalhei yc'.,’’ baid Allen 
Sivlly, "you may look astoni hwl and , 
horid'eil,' Eva, but it was ii.y unhappy ' 
tatlur FJo is not in Kis t'^hi mind, ■ 
Eia for that is the oiiU way to ,10- 
1 0111 . 1 foi Ills sti.ujge Lehaviijur,’ 
auvl then 'Mluii lapidly (old Mya | 
tlotalls 

“ till,' said tJio gul when ho fimsli- • 
ed, " he nust he msid, All^n I don't | 
see why hi should act in tliali way if 
ha was not Youi fathri has .ilwavs I 
lieou an (KCilahJc , eccentne man, anil ' 
this trouble of my fatlici'A dciitli liai j 
been too much foi liiiu T quite he- j 
Jieve he intended to kill my latboi, ^ 
ind thank God ho did not -that would | 
have parted ub ioi ivei Bat the f 
I'XoitomeDt has chii'eu >our father | 
mad, so he is not so much to blame I 
as you think," I 

"I am glad to hear you say so, 
d.uhng,’' said the pooi yonng fellow, 

“ fm. it's lioeii like a ni '‘ittnarc, to 
thuk that my father should behave 10 
such a manner £ dreaded telling you, 
but I tbou^t it was best to,do so ’’ 

" J am very glad yon did," she 


replied, puUhig Iuh- arms arotagd hizn , 

" oh, ^n’l worry, Allen Leave jfoy 
fathei's miudee .tlouc Go oat to • 
Jiolivia, buy Bus mine, and when yoli 
have made your fortune oome biuik 
forme I'll to waibug for you here, 
faithful and true " • 

" But you want to Jinow who killed 
Mr .^tiode > ’ , 

" I've olMUgod my mind," 
aiiswpicd quickly, "the adah seems 
to be so in \ stem JUS thatl think it wdl 
Qpipr bu soKcd Still 1 fancy you 
oic light Eld Jerry killed my garner 
1 ui llic s iko oi the cliamondb 

“ fie did not gut threu if he did," 
s..i ,1 \llcn, " else ho find Vathei Don 
would not h i\p gune to see Mask and 
tliui hail* iiskcd atipst No, my dear 
Ihi, llio wiiulo secrei is known to 
Jiutsuv Elc L.IU tc‘ll the truth if 
III' kiop-, lii<> [aoiiiisi and pomcKhdn 
wp th.itl tnow ,dl il hi does not, 
wc 11 lot the nirilfpi oloup I’ll go to 
Btilivia alioiit this l>ij<am»sb, and lutoin 
to ju iirv jun 

“Amlllipn wp’ll hmy the bad old 
pibt,’ saiil E\a, "and bi^gm a now 
liip, daihiig lint, MU n, do you think 
Mi-is Loiiy knuwB aiivthing * ' 

"WIul, that I .icii- woiuiu ''' I 
( .111 i •tiy It W.IS < <'i trimly quei't she 
sliould h.fcM' Ih'i'o 111 thill dun What 
a wiinuTj I'll youi lousiii to many " 

"I don't know if ho will mat iv alter 
,ill,’ biid Li.i "I behe\e old Lady 
]]isi 11 wdl stox* till' Dininage ' 

" Ifow ilnynii tiiow 
^Beca'isp she wiiitn to biy sho was 
I'oniing (o V e me Slip bays she will 
(oine utiexTHPluny, as slie lias some- 
thing to Ml me " 

,\Jlen cciluiued fie hoped to avoid 
old Iiid> Ipscn drt lie did noli foigct 
that she Itad necasorl Ids mothet of 
HtPulmg tba Delhiim hen loom How- 
uvei, lie merely nodded and '^va vvebt 
on " Of course I am willing to bo 
ci>il to her and shall sec hoi But 
sho’b a liornd old woinao, Allen, and 
has liehaved very bwlly to me I am 
her gtunddaughtet, and site shonM 
have locked attei me f won't let her 
do so now Well, Allep, that's one 
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yy/A WOODEN hand 

jjicf oEjilws 1 }iai1 in ti 11 >ou Tlip ' hP i, ."waio of somothinp5 qw pt abnul 
nixt it, alioui (tilM Mni\ ’ j bim I'loin IbewndinRof thatpaicel, 

•'Whit ibuut Jiiui ■' ' T bcho^e is mixed up with 

"I mined i Iclk'i (loni Sb.vnum j [athei Dfin's lot, and, by Jove, I'lva, I 
utiltou bj Miss Ijony Tluit was ' think Miss Jjouj must liavo bonie- 
ivlun jou wpio iisia^ Rhe sent it ' thiiiR to ilo them alvii We’ve 
over Bot-a V ' j Rot to do with .i mre lot, I mu&t say 

“Whftt' Was tliAl bo> beio’" 1 Viid .dl aftei the diamonds 

"Yis Whi 11 \Mi vvnii* iw lie ' I houldn fwoudi 1 if Biitsi'V hi 1 them, 
doHvexed it at the doiii ind iitiil 1 1 afhi aU ITos|usifli* kind of ^oiinR 
only kiiP'V It Will liiitsi \ fii,m tlie j s< imp who Mould “it the Iwiltei of 
descLiplioii, aiul li\ thal Iiiik ‘li'* b<i> the tldei lutliiiiii I’l'ilnp-i In has 
was Rune Had 1 sU'ii him L slionld ihi dnmonds bAfely liultleii iiul is 
luvo jskeil Wisp to I eep bun iKie li avni“ tin' RiiiR, so ai to tiuii i( sped 
U1 yifli ciuic bii k .A»li ITi Slid bo iviutul to <■•■'1 bii^ 

" 1 iiiidei'-tipd, said Vlb ri tli.mght- itlil hie '\ci’ \lleii slnppul hi-i 

tnllv “ M is-> lionv -,1 lit lui Hntft'v kiin * Tv v 1 belii’M' HutSi y lias tlio 

lie \v vs toll] ti) 11 tuiii to I’ui i\ '•< t iliAnmi'ib l^ii lil i know he may 

Whifei hapi I, mtliiii v luliin jIih' Ihm shut \o'ii lithoi 

Aiul did not Korthtt, rAllw t Uon 0)> Vlloii, ‘ n I Ihi, tia'iiiipijiile, 

shut him iiji in the iltir nul ltd Inni “lliill.vd 

orirlaend a d< i Tlio h, dinenl “\ le>\ tin kill w'lh a pistol i-, 
maili BiUsc \ iibelhuu'. Hit wiiil ai(l> i niiti ai.d Ihit'-i y 

h id jMiss Ijnliv to SAV ’ ' I'l. KO nilil'l '•cnijll* - ITiIWiMS, 

“ hbi wuit" tint il (nil M(U\ j Ml tl \> lit till 111 minis •.ml tin n 

M’liirtcd mi 1 MA*- til II I til I t now viul '« iin mIuI v\e i in Uiiu I Ri I bold 

she'd stop biui douiR »< ’ ol liitn be sbin’r “it amiv nnliJ f 

Allen lookid isloni lied Wb' 1 know etei ' Uiii'i* \i to Sl'iiv il 

should OiIls wotiv joii ' bo >-,kid i • “ v.iii'. s, yiu I'l mi Kh>»w uid I'll 

iritliRnalitly | hik<ik liNc inloiiodi d ruil ’ 

“limit silt H' hi-si ( 1 1)1111 1<) I “1 hi 111 Vi N u iiy Mould ihii \ you 
sei' Tile y 1 1, and if lie do“S, ol I lAiisr I j*il \cm ilul, s,iii ir,, , “the pnoi 

Mould iiVtlii 1 von diall Milli hiiii tliiiii j woiuiui i-. lo i ti uhlrt iii{,ld ff> 

Miss Ijoiry 1 Miiiil to ii.ui iiiithiii“ , \ii,,'i ■s,Mn“ In* vv is cunuij^ to see 

to do -with hei ' ' I ei ’ ,■ 

“ HtilJ, hiie’s not i hid -oil,’ said { ' tlhi m iv>lii t i.vvi iiiythiyR to do 

Allen i^lei i piiisi, “she sivid om , vvim hn’i ’ 

liVLS on that niRht bv si iidi,i“ IJntsi v i “1 told ' 1 1 so Hut she looks on 
to Ret us out id thi din Him put > di, in,in as Ini hii->h,viid, h^iil is he 
/f sht til t Hu* a V on that nii/ht I I i-., irid h is uk1 li'-liioiHiliiot’oiiSr' limit 
WOiidtr if hill) iiskeil lijiii tl) iLluin iili’vuiR liiin If he vvii->iit hm hiii, 

what he (i sttdi n * buul she wouldii t uoiid, hut is it 

“■ What M vs that ’ ' i»ki d Lva is- — I'v i sliinpRid liei shoiililtis 

“I don t know lloiiite I’lVikins Thtir hi lul ihi sound ot fnolslrips 
and! ovi ih^aid hu toinidainini* that .’ppio lohiua tli, dooi Rhoitly the 
Uutsey wben duMii ■•cpiiir hei, Inul tooirn in eiiti it d “ Theie’s a vvomao 

htolen sttnu IliiiiR RlienfescdtofiAy to ste you, ii'iss,’ hi> sdiil lo Jlva, 

what it Was and then Is ’hLilM hen she holdin“ ubij dooi Open •' Mra Mt.)iy, 
baw nac But whit isi® < 1 lies Men y luiss ' 

lo'ilo withhold" “ WU.it'’ ciiiid Lv.i, “show lior 

* OvUii told uic iliiit WAS thti in ' 

‘strouq Jiinii of HtaR ■> f’aicus “ She won t come, miss Rhe's lu 

“Oh, and Miss Fjoiiy knows him on the hall ' ® 

a fellow arti'ite llin,ip'i' IiIaii oiiy "Oomf!, Allen," said the girl, and 





^pi 

t 

tbo} wonii out into the h&ll tirhoio | 4>aod , “ sho’ci an old devil T know 
Mid Meny with a BC<i>rQd faoe was | hoi in the days when I and Ifiil and 
' ^sitting Sho roso and came forwaid i Stiode enjoyra ouiselves." ^ 

I m team, and with sopping clothes, I "And bad old days they were," 
owing to het walk thiough the hcav} moaned Idrs Meiry, "yon’d have 
rriui been i bettor man, Uilos, if it hadn't 

"I lan all the way, Mids Et.i I'm been for that Rliode As fdi the 
m snch sorrow Giles has come ” lell^ fish, he was just a shade wnaker 
“ What^onr husband?” said Alien than 5'ou Both of you were imdei 
" Yes, andwuiso I ^nzdl this on Uic thumb ot Btiode, wicked man that 
the dooistep " be was, and ho truel to his v^fe, juSt 

Shu diow from nndii hei shawl as you aie, Giles, though you mayn't 

the wooden hand 1 think ho l»ut it I die " 

“ Yon will, if you go oi^^^lilu this,” 

' soul Meriy, producing his pipe , this 
IS a niLc welcome Old Ii^y Ipbcu,” 
he went on, and laughed in so im- 
' pk isant a manner, tliat his wi^o looked 

' up ippiobonsivelv 

OH AI*T1 JK XX " h.it w lokednuis arc j on plnUiug 

' no a > ’’she asked tiniulU ' 

Av AMv/rsr fOMi’shTON I “ Nrvti ypw mind I’he inauia^o 

, ol Loid Sdltiis, ' he went on wiln a 
Mu \Mi Mics All t>u\ weio wsili d j ihiukli ‘‘IIo’ he’s going to 
tin iK'vt day in the kitcheii having Mi’—Loiiv ’ 

i long chst fli was not a pleasimt , “ Ho they say Hntl believe Loily 

one, tot Mis Meny was wi(‘ping as ' Ipseii wants to stop that man logo, 
usual, and irpinachmg hei husband ' ainl small blame to hi r, seeing \/hat 
(iiks liad belli out to sie bis old ^ a man he " 

clonus lit the ullage, and coiisc* ' “Hold vom |irW, Reliud I can’t 
riiicrdly liad iinhibcd siilliueiit hqiiui lieai you 1 dkiiig all day You get 
to make him ipuiK Isome The Iasi |,inn ii<' mid you II have a )),id time, 
thing he did will a lu Jluiig hioisull ■ old gul Bo go on 1 01 king and 011 lug 
into a oImu, was to giunihk al tin , mul holl that ludragof yuuis l>'yp 
kilohen ^ hi ai ” ” 

“ Why sliouklwGsit liLic, BohiiL ’ ' I “\fs,(ld(s but Lo'd Balt irs- ’ 

• lu nsked', ‘ it'h a blamed duH bole, ind I ’* lie’s going to inairy Mixs Tjoiry, 
I'm oouustomed lu drawing-iiioiii-< ' ! d I lot him ’ s 

' ‘You cant go into the diuviiig- • Mis ^tii> slkaieil the apion to 
loom," sud Airs Moiry, locking and ' fall Irom her on m sheer imiyic- 
Jabbing lici led eyes with *thc col Util incnt “If you lot bun * ” she le* 

ut her apron “ Mi&s Eva ii 111 then* ptated “lor, Giles, you can’t atop 

with a lodj Tliey don't want to Ik liis loidship Jl^>lI^ ’ 

disturbed ” “ I c,ui stop Art, ’ said Alen v, who 

“ Wlio IS the lady / ” demanded | 8tii*mod dcteuninud never to Itt biu 
Bignor Antonio, alias Atr Murry | wile hnibh a sentence, "and I've a 
“Lady Tpbtiu She’s Miss Eva’s j unnd to, seemg how nasty slip's tiyiiig 
giaiidmothcr and have uullud to suo | to make herselt ” He lose "111 sec 
h»i Whit abort, I’m snu T don't , Miss Eva and mako trouble 
L know, unlcsb it’b to miuiy hci to j "If you do, Mr *\lk<n will iiit^r' 
wfjoid Sa 4 taib, not that 1 t* ink much fere,’ eaid Mis Aleiiy vigoiously 
of him ” I " I knew you’d make tiouhlc It's 

“Lady Ipsen— old (lady Ipben f ” ' in yom nature But Miss Loity 
said Giles slowly, and bs eyes blight- 1 wrote to Miss Eva and soul she’d 
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THE IVnODEN NANJi 


)i»<ie>tpie ir you juoddltid 'With >'vhaii 
j,in t Jou) busiiiepB ” 

• lilies shook nil thf hand lus 'wife 
had laid on bis .nni and dioj^d in- 
to tt chiur III'* SLUnPil dninfoiindorl 
by tim I'lfoi uialion " Hue’ll mtcilPH’, 
will she? fcnid he, snailing, and with 
^ittonnt; eve'« " Like hor imjiudence 
Hho oiu’t huit me m j.ii> way- - - ' 
She mat s,iy yon killed Stiode,” 
said Miv MeiM 

(tiIcb iaiE«(l a mighty hat with so 
eyil a lac(‘, that the w ('111411 oowoied 
in hoi (.hail Ciik's sniilodi'iiijil} and 
diopfod his .aim 

‘Moil s.od h(fi>Te, .i'< Id kiliid 
htiode VVelf llion, i du’n't ’ 

" flow do I know th it i* * (.iiud . 
wife spiiitril'j , “>o'i (an stiilo r 
liiit sptok the tnnli 1 will Hut i'- 
you ai(, I don't wan* to e jou 
h 4 tii(>od, .iiul h lined v( u will he, 
whatoiti >ou iiiiiv s.iy I braid tiom 
fUin that yon talked toSuodi nu the. 
Wednesday night lu was killed You 
iiu,t liim ,it th< station, win ii ho at- 
iivod hy lh( su-ilnify, ir,.l ’ 

“ Whatb that gut lo do wdh Mk 
innrdoi oiiappLil (liKs srt.i-slv 
‘ 1 (alkod to biiii ouh 1 ,1 pal ’ 

" Youi witkod Ijoud m Iriindswcio 
Ihute too naid '^Tls Mem “ (ili, 
LSaiii told me ol tholnLyoait 111 >mI1i, 
Jb’ather I)ou, Toxy, and lltd lrit\ 
they v'e»i all down at \V( '.IIiamm and 
that boy Hulsi y too, ii Jicil to me 
Vou sent him hoi • to lu Cam ->>1(1 
so” * 

“ril 1)1 cak Cains he id il hi 
chattels What if my pds woit yt 
yVfBlhnrcn ■' what if 1 did to 
Slio(U,- " 

“I'uu WON ai I aiiqiTitr to have him 
shot,' said Mib Meij'y, “and aLoc 
him youi'st If lui all 1 know ' 

SlgiKu Ante mo leaped and takme 
hia wif<j by tin hhouldi 1 y, biiook hei 
'bll lier hoiKl w laglf d “Tbtru,” bo 
siiidt while shu gasjicd, “ you sav much 
jiiAie uiid 1 ‘il knuik yii'i on the head 
with a poker, yi'u poll piiiut I ivas 
doing my toxii at the • tieus it the tirno 
Sttoue WiiiS bliut, il ho was hot at ouio 
un Wednesday aa the do>.t3r stdd T 
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saw thi‘ evidence in the paper 
^n't put the cniue on me " 

“ Then your nals did it " * 

“ No, they didn’t They 'wanted tho 
d'lmotids, it’s tiuu — " 

“ They stcuok him down and lobbed 
him ■ ^ 

“ Yon Bald they shot him just now,” 
duoeitd jUilcs with ad evil f<K.o, 
“don't know youi own silly mind, it 
seems (ruYi, you f(xil, thme was 
nothing on lun> to 10b If lov pile 
h.(d allot him tiuy d have LoJhired 
tL(. wooden hand Tliat was the 
^oteii to get Ihi' di.iniomls as H(sl 
1 ( 11 , Slid Blit Misk basnt got 
then', Hill though Cdhoi Don did 
opi 11 thn liaiul ho touiul nnllung " 

“ Open Ihc b mil * ijULStiiiui d Mis 
M(i», Luriously 

“ Yt-H \\i Ininidout I fiiuiid out, 
(11(1 ill I W1V which ,(111 1 gm iioihing to 
dll v,itli loii, tint tlu> h.ind eoiild h( 
oyii'neil It w is (puu* empi y Thin 
h ithu Don put it ,I■«ld( apil Ihii Inat 
l'titi',cy prigged it Much eoudinvy 
it do bun ’ 

“1 he WiHiili'n h Hid w )■> pin, on the 
il(i>i->Up II t night ■>.<id Alts Alniv, 
Hid f g IIP 11 to Mn 5 Fa., 

Till iii.iiis fi(e giivv hUck 'Oil 
v m did did \ou, he s,iiil, ‘ iii-.ti nl 
ot giving it ti* VlUll uwi* l.i\.fi'] huh- 
I iiiil ’ J IP > njiiid til ,,Mj.ksh ^on ’ hi 
ijivid Ins Jisl iga’M, .indh.spttOi Wile 
wiiici'd tji, u ho ihinped T^is iniiid 
md ilii>,«jK il it “Hiu iii’i a 11 1 woilh 
nio'v, 'on .lute lai (‘d scicichiiig 
( i 1 I II SI I Ml.., tiva and maki Uei 
„iv ■ up ti*i hand myself* Hee it i 
dou I ’ 

Ml Mil'll Will nitpifuiu’ 

• Inthiiii, ,1 nlid'Morrv, “I know 
Miiju thing ,is will M'ttlp him F want 
that h Hid, Aiitl i' a goin^ to have it 
tilt thosL' diamonds X will, wheicvpi 
Uuy .lie I bulieye XJutHoy b got 'em. 
lies jij'-t the soit ot liLtlo devil as 
'Wiudd haie'op'nul ihut hand, and 
luund the pApi.r iiisidi, telling where 
the diaiuomls wpre ’ 

** Hut did hi, liAi p the hand ^ ' 

'* Ws, he did lie dug up the hand 
—never diind wlieie--,inil hroqglit it 
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COXiTlSJlS/itir : to5 

.i < . 1 — ; ^ 

46 ni«. It KPW 6in]^f then. Oab,” ohndded, '‘Ws tfliken up 

bdntft BatooTluw tiia diamonds, so mtbabosiiiesByoa'non'thfcB^SeliBa^ 
the iwnd mil bs no go MmEmoan '*^at la vriwt is 

keep i4 if she likes, oi bury it along gasped Urt Merry, pUspiiig hot 
>siin ibai infernal Strode, trho aas a hands. 

mean ousa to round on his pals the “ The BaWation Army ” • • 

^y bo did ” " What I H^s be joined the Bal- 

‘'Ahl he was a bad man,” sighed vation Army^" 

Mrs Mmiy ; " and did he- « — “ Yos,” sneered the father, "ha 
*' Shat up and mind your own busi- ohueked the cucua at Ohelmsford, 
ness/’ said Giles m snrly tones He and eaul it Vras u booth Si Satan, 
thon^t he had sud too mnoh 'Its Now hos howling abmit the stieet 
that Butsey J must look for fie stole in a icd jersey, and taUcing plons ” 
the hand ftooi Father Don. and left Mis Meiiy taiaed hci thin, hands 

on yom doorstup, foi Miss Era, I sap to hr aven ” I th,ink God Ife bos 
pose He ransl be m the plue<',so 1 II { toiind the bght, she ^Siud solemnly, 
look foi him 1 know the bt>it's play- > “ I'm Methorust myself, bual hear the 
m^^ns false, hat his father's got a rod | Aiiny does maoh good If flie Aimy 
ID pioUe foi him, and - ■ ..avvs Cam's iinmmtnl sool,” s>iid tho 

"Oil, Giles, Giltih, you'll got into | Avoiuan, wuepmg fast, "I'll Moss itSi 
tiouble /igiin That Wasp noik on my bonded knees I believe 

" I’ll smew lus neck if he mQdcll(.s G.un imII 1>d acomfert to me aftmfill 
with me," sael the strong man sav- Whore are you gcfUig, Gile^— not to 
agely, "see heie, Sr.hn<i, I'm not the diawing-room?*" 

? ;omg to inibs a chance of making a ' Ap fai ns tho door to listen, " 
oitmie Tliofe diamonds ,iic noith giowicd liltny " 1 m sm of boating 
(oity thuubaud poiuids, and ilutsey's you talk pious I’ll eomo tiiM stop 

S ot them I want moaey to hunt him hou, and twist Gain'b Ttf^tk if li» 
unm and 1o do other tbrngb," said p],iyb at mo '' 

Giles, hesitating, "hay c >oa got bye " Trouble —tiouble,’ wailed Mts 

huudicd f " Merry, wiinging her hands, " 1 Wish 

" No," said Mis Mf iiy with spjiit,* youd go Cam and mo would bo 
" md }ou shouldn’t haie it if 1 had hajipiei 'nithout you, whatever yon 
You’ie^my husband, Criks, woiac luok, may say, Qilea, or Bignor Antonio, oi 
and so«loiig us you behave yourself, whatevemickudness you call yourself 
J’ll givg you roof and lioaid, though Oh, I was a tool to niairy you ' ” 

> on aie not a nice m«ui to have about Gile', looked at hr r queorly . " Give 
tho house, but money y ou shan t have me hi e hundred xiounus, and I won't 
1 11 Hoa Mr Mask bist He s looking tioublc again," lie said, " moan- 

after mj piopertj, and if ^you " while' — he moved towaids the dom * 

"I’ll do what J like, baid Giles, Mis Merry mode a hound like a 
wiuoing lit the name of Mask , “ if I panthei anrl caught him 
w asn't yom hubbanil, you d chuck mo, " No, ' she siud, " you ehau t libteo " 

1 'spose " Giles swept hor aside like a and 

"1 would," said Mrs Merry, setting she loll on the floor Then witli a 
her mouth, " but you're m.ynied tome, contemptuous snort ho loft the kitchen 
worse Inok £ can t got rid of you and went into the passage which led 
See heiOj Giles, you go away and leave to the Iront, On the right of this was 
me and Gam alone, nnif I’ll give you the door of the drawu)g<ioouu andas 
bve pounds. ’ both walle and door were thin, Mr. 

" 1 want flve handrod,” said Giles, Merry hod no diffieulty in oveiheadng 
" 1 11 stop beice as long as I hke I’m what was going on wiwu. Coold his 
gdite abb to save i^tolf from being i^es have seen throngb a deal boa^ 
aodosed of Strado’s murdar. As to he would have beheld an odd lady 
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llOODEA HAND 


4 tU''l 1.1 tbo lie it jriii obiUt, suppoit- 
injf btrsilt on ad ebom autch She 
•w'/H n neli black silt anil bad nbite 
fii'ib coinpleMuii, i nngt. like 
tlie beak id >1 pan id and a bt tu 
XiH'Uth •“ T he t^ipie-ssioti ot the t.ipot. 
Mas qtieiuloiis and nipeied, and 
sliu M.is li\inj: to hiin^i '’\.v round lo 
bir,\«vvi ori tbe sabjcol uf BalUi'*! 
iiiiTiiiisr^ Tilt yiil b^t opposile bei, 1 
\it\ n le, but M it b quite as ill ti I nulled ' 
•111 i‘'pii‘S‘-ioii .is hti \isiloi , 

•• ^o'l 1 , I, foi'l," s,iid r.aily Ip'i n 
sTiikiiu' hi i udtcb injiiih on tbt ' 

ji'iiiMiT ‘ I I’ll V*"* K* indmotbei, 1 
.Hill s|» ik li)i rtoui “oi'd' 

‘ It ’■> iii'hi 1 laU t' 01 II and ‘■m *k 

III ui\ fill’d iifw ’.ml i'.\ nh 
■,ii,i' spii'i , • v'lU h i.c lu < t' »i nil 
lie l L'iHI’ 'i<m. 

“I h.ul iii\ le’smi.,’ said ilu orbti 1 
slnflplt '( , v"ni ill itlui, i>i.iini.l 

.'tUiMie II' m"-t luj -will 111 n Is i.l 
(>110(1 liiiil* iiii.i)iil\, bill l> 1 id I’o 
inniiiv, uidjK sill's \s<tsa bid inaii ’ 

“TIittii Is no mill to ipt ,ilv evil i)f 
tbe iliMil 

" rbo >11 in s 111 mj> di .id (Ini 'ii t ■ 
iiiak' birti >i s, int, 1 iM Ind 111 si\ 
iiOiiiOie ilnvubiii iliKii I' mil b kii | 
lo rr isiiii 

‘ I li.v< c’ bsli iiid, iiiii nib'M 111) 
.HIsUil. t>i'<l 111 I > 1 M ’ll *1 ill 
1 d te Allen 1 nil and 'Ten In'* 

I Hill nil 111 in 11 1 > ^ 

Npai'I, Millie J*iiiie 1 In. it'. Ill 
bill s^d ll'i old wu'ii.iii an^iilv 
* lie Mill fbiiik 1 I'll ^,1'ln'^ 10 li I , 
Siilliiir- iiiiiit) this eiiiea Mieuin' 
•T+r>* 1 11 liHit hiiii pin m f>iol Iiist ■ 
IJ.' shill iml Jis^iUe till Iri iiil) 111 , 

tins wa} Out scisi.ilc \ 1,1 Inn 1 ■ 
thcaiifi and iiii'su-b.'IJ', ' snu I«ul\ , 
JpWU {>11.111), ‘ bill llll iJiMlIlljt 1 , 

loMi'i Ui III 11 till Isliuit illoM the I 
liitiire lie.id m tbo liou c tu liisriace 1 
huiibi 11 * 

“ iVlI tl'is h.'s tiuilmiiT fo do Mitu 
uiOj’ said Hlia 

“ll b.M BM>i)thui(; ludotvith )>iu, 
said liod) Ipseu quu'kii ‘doiii J 
tclliruu that SdiltarSt '■nue ne saw \un 
til tlinr Mib Palmoi s, hsc taken j* 
lane) to you^^ It wui.ld take voi) 


bttlo ^or YOU to detfUli hiia liotn tbis 
wfelohod kliss Ijotiy " 

I don't want to, L vly Ipsen ' " 

“ Call me gr.iiidinuther 
‘Ko You ba\u ucvci beou a 
grandiiiwtbci nic " 

'• T will Imj now.’’ liady lusen hied 
lo soft' II bfi qiini laco, ‘ I wish I’d 
sii It vuii ladoie," i»lu .id(led,*‘)on'ie 
i line Di'lluiii with VI ly little of that 
li<id Stif'dc IiIihmI in voii, iinles® lO 
till obslin.it.\ lou disidi) III tako 
voii .iM IV iiiini Ibis Mis I'almor, 
liia 

'[ liiM nu Aisb lo Iiaiu Mis 
I’ iluii 1 ’ 

V on must I MO < t li.ive a {{land* 
d' luliti'i ni niiiioii iii.iiiiin i situation 

.Mill .1 lOP'l' (III MUIIiaii 

“Li die Mis 1 ‘iliiui tlone Lulv 
Ips/Mi Mu is d i,oi»d Monuui, and 
Mb.il ni\ iil.iii.'s bii onk me slv 
' t ok nil ip Jl )oa b.id imj loud 
me ui ill >11 'I to I 'lb i>i is \ou slinvtil 
' bui done lou Mould bail loiicto 
help me Mliiti uiv litTui v is tuin- 

ilenil \od 'iiM , ill il r.i i’sin(, 
*Mth Hxslmi{: 1 . s, miu mi ,e mih'U 

I um St til d to (let nil tu In l[» vmi 
•Mill Mill! SI 111 nils I iJicJini. 

I’hi old V ei’iii M iv Mblto iiid 
'vyitli ’'llll in 14 “’ll 11)1 “Noli 

0. 'i iiLlInn Up‘'’'iii\ IJdl ’ ’ 

• \ I du" 

‘Wfll iliLii \iiii i ml” ■jft.ippid 
'll. I'ld Mmn.tn, bis mollMi mn t 

I .|ii ciiibb 

Uu.v il.i.e vuii s,i\ tb.it ^ ” Je 
III il I'cit L’ I iiigi 'I) 

ISi I iiisi»J'iii I iis|i,i I ifl to t.pt,xk 

'iiv mini' snapped Lid) Ipson, 
,{1 ."I} 4 , ' it IS liul llilU llkl'VOlI Mill 

i.i d e III buJd niv pi.i*’' Mia Hill 
MIS 111 i.iii 1 1 11.1) a. I I'liveimss be- 
I'lio vi.’u l.iibi I mariieil iiiy daugblet 

1. UK ’ 

"VM1.1I11I til it 

“ismiply tigs avaliikble diimond 
neokloee mis lost ui biiiloum [ 

holtBvi. Mis ijiii atoi, it” 

Evil laughed “ I dori’l bi Iieve tliat 

lor 000 niomon^' she s iid Bcomfully 
"Mrs Jldl^s n good, kind, sweet lady " 
" Lail) bliu la, ns Bbooouiea of good 
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s<ook Sw(*et T novoi hei, 

litiii Kind she may be to you, qtLing\ho 
w t'Ving to tiap jon into nianyliig 
her tmstii.iblt' son — ” 

“ Don t jfou call Allen uuseiable,” 
said annoyed, irlie is* the best 
roan in the woild, ,ind VfOith i Ao/en 
of Ixitd ScilUis " , 

“ TJjdi \\ould Tiol- bi difhiult nid 
Lady Ipsen, snemiiiK, fia1t,us is a 
tool .lud a pintlig.ile ' 

‘ And ^oll ospicli me to ui,U]> 
him ' ” 

“To bivc him fjom (higiaciiig Ibi 
lamil\ ' 

" !Dii DiHmiii l.unil\ is nothim' to 
mo, ’ >«aifi pin nil} , ‘ look .iltu 
tiv* luiniiui 1)1 till ImiiS Mimsi ]|, 
IjHiy lii'-o’i Vs to till', tilk ihout 
Ml llill, [ dot! I, I/I 111 M It 
“ Vsn. h( 1 yiiiji’«i'H Mil'll 

‘I slijijl do -,0 Old iMJi il vvliiit 

M>,i siH IS tine, will! li 1 dull 1 111 lute, 

I 'hill sldi All' n ’ 

‘VjViI," tliy old InU dioppi’d into 
lu'i SI ,it ‘don't bi ln>d on un 1 
Dll 'Id 1 Mnli ^ou x\i II li Is ti(>o 
'\liit f , ihout Mis liilJ Viiu 

iiint many Ini soi ’ 

“ lint I inn nnl J mfiTul lo 
“ Oil, ’Ills 111 UJl,l;'t Jlls dls^LlCi • 
lul ' ciii,il liii Dtdvoinaii 

m ili’spaii ‘Low iiui I <niiiigi to 

slop it I’liJs ^Miss Jniiji V ill b« 
rndiiii^ to Siiilldis sooi', il I can l put 
an en(>tii hi mi ituation * 

J’lvi sliiiigj'i d lu*» slioalili’is “I 
con gi\u YOU no In Ij) " 

“\outuiglit pie id willi iSaltais ' 

“ No, I cvi t do dial U Is his 
Lusinefas, not luine Why don’t yon 
oifci Misb Luiiy >i sum ul nioncy to 
decline the iiuitr b ^ ' 

“ Decauhe she's lic*nf upon bi'ing 
Lady Saltars, end \inll btop at iiotluiig 
to acbiesc lui cud I would give 
hvo huudicd -a thousand poundb to 
Slop the roaiiidge Dut MiSb l^iy 
odu't bo bnbt'd ' , 

It Tras at this point that Uihs 
opened the dooi eoltly and looked in 
" Alako it bttcen hondrod, >oui kdy- 
sliip, and I'll stop the uaRiage/* be 
6010 impudently 


“Giles,'' cried Eta, iisiifc uidig- 
nantis, “how daie you — • 

“ Ikicauso I've lieen lifatemng, and* 
hnaid a chaace of making inooey ” 

Mis Moiry hurst in at her hus- 
b'Uid's heels “And i couliln^t stop 
him fiom listening, Alisa EVh," she 
Btiid, weeping , “he'sabjutc Don't 
giYi him I, ho money, ynnr lady^ip , 
111 a a hai ' ' • 

•*lm not," said GileB coolly, “for 
tiiteeii hiiiulted pounds 1 tan stop 
this TTi.niiAg(‘ J have cieiv reason 
to hall' Miss Jxitiy Hho'si been 
playing low down on mo, in anting 
to toil, Miss dtiorln, iTtul it’s time she 
l(.iiiicil 1 wont be put un Well, 
join 1 'll K ship ' 

The old worn in, wlio had kept her 
imtKiioiib black i yes f'sed on Giles, 
iioflilrd “C'liii you iially htoj^thc 
man Mg. ' ’ 

“ iis I I 111 , ,iuil pioUy sluiip too ’ 

“ Then do su and y ou 11 hiivo thc‘ 
iiltcen hundred poundb " 

“Will \i'U giie me some wnt’iig to 
tlj.ll elli ct ■' ” 

" Ves," sciul linlv Ipsen, becoming 
/it once a biisiiiess woman , ‘ git mo 
nine ink mil papoi, Mv i " 

‘ Slop, 'sdiiHSilob poliTcly -so very 
polilrly that his pool wile blaied “ I 
dun i doubt your ladv ship’s wotd 
Pi<ti)iJ-i me to send to this address," 
hi handl'd v bill cunlaitm’g tlie nevt 
pldiowlicJc Htag’s C'liciis woul 1 per 
lutni, 'om tliou'- ind Bic hiltidiod in 
notes md 1 II I itli the uiuttur " 

“ 1 11 biii.g the cuonux my si If, ' siud^ 
I.idy Ipsi'ii, puUiiig aw xy the bilJ, 

“ you don't get the mopi y till I know 
tLi tiulb How can you stop the 
oi iii.ige ^ Tell me now " 

' Oh I don't mind that,’ said Giles, 

I shiugging “ I m sum you won’t break 
I yom woid, and even if you^were m- 
I chnr d to you can t, it you want to stop 
the inaiiJOge You can't do without 
me ’ • 

' Hpcak out, man," said Lady Ipsen 
shaiply. 

. “ well then " began Giles and 

tbon hebitated, os he looked at poor 
faded Mrs Meny in tier black stufi 
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\<A, 

1 ^ 

djp*-? ■HfliDo >oii gup me fifteen Therefore young Hill know lam atr 
liiii^iod. poiiuiib and 1 II not speak '* , ondb, and stewed fo* ward 

, “ W hat h.>vo I «ot lodowrthit^ ’ "Good evening, Mi Merry,” he 
askwlliiq vife, btaiing said, "Ihave long wuhed to meet 

“ It will be ■woith \our while to pay ' y ou ” 

1110 ,* sSid Men V thieateningly GiIoS looked vmily *^My name la 

'■ 1 can t and f won't, whatevei yon Signor Antoniu, moosieor," no said 
may sav Toll Lidy Ip^in what you “Oh,' inpcked Allen, “and being 
like, Yom wickidness ha<int any- Itahui you^peak Fjnghsh audVrenoh 
thing to with me'* badly?” 

“You II *w*e,' be ictorled tniniug *'What do you want? demanded 
to the <>1(1 Iddy " f've gnon you the GiLs •i.i'vagoly, ami boooniing the Eng- 
(iMnc* l«iJ> Ip-on, I oocopt yniu h-li gipiy at once “I've no tune to 
ofTn Jjoid SaUai ‘1 ear t i/iaii) Misa waste* ’ 

1,01, > botaiiso that ladi ' ' ” Wi\ did you send that ftoss to 

“Well, in ui •n<il" , Mi Hill " 

‘ Tnat'j'h ' MulGihs “ioi>n »i(d [ Giles giiniied ‘ Just to give him a 
alioidy ' I fiighl, Ik said “I knew' he wan, a 

‘ Who to ' ' /) -.1 c‘d Ih,', wbJt I 'dy I nidk aiul-watei fool, n» J saw a lot 
11 s ryrs fl islud j of hiiu in thu old days, wht'ii I did 

‘ To UK ' siulMeiti , “ I m lined , Stiodi' s diil\ wotk ’ 
liei uaiv ,igo ' etoic I iii<t Si lin i ’ “ You dug up tin wooden baud? ” 

“ Then I diitue fi i cikhIHv.is ' “ No, I didn’t Hut aty, who was on 

nuiso “oh ill ml. hoaV( n • and she tlu ante h, sow Hill plant it and dug 
lell down oa ihi Ihsa in a laint foi ' it up Hebiouglitittoi^c, and /gave 
the lust Hill lust tune III hci 1il< " nloi'.ithei Hoii Then liotsey stoic 

' it Luk, and pis-.»d it along to tint 
tunnp wo'iuii Aouie going to many " 
j “ 1 gut '•s, ' still III lai I at this [luinl, 

I “ voii il best s^if^ak t ivil of M iss Sti odo 
, III not takinu any iiisoli ni t Ibis day ” 

, \ikii iioJcTed appio\ il, and Giles 
t'fJAl'TEn XNI east a look oi'> the hig hliibs of thu 

\iiu I u an \ppai eiil 1\ , btiong n an as 
SHh TifSMOMis lit' wjs, hi' thought It would lit liest 

not tj tiy I'lmLliiiKins with rech a 
Vt smea o’ckxk thit same eieniDg pnid "[wish 1 'd met you in Fathei 
Allen and his Ain(i't,.ui fiup^l woie I lion's den," he said “I'd have 
^walking to Mtb I'aiuiGt s lo «*iiie As ! smas]ird*hat handsome face o^youis ” 
jA, Mien know nuthieg of wh.it had [ " Two c.iij pipy at that game,” said 

tiun-piicd ai MiseiA Castle, *oi E\a j MIlii qhk tiv , “and now, Mi Meiry, 
was koeping the atoiy till ihij met I oi Sigiioi Mitonio, -oi whatever you 
JJiit as the two men p'issed the httlu j (ho<i)i to rail touisrll, why shoulunt 
lun they baw (Jile‘ Meir^ dubcend lioni f hand you ovei to Wasp ? ” 
a holiday Tii ikiiig thtn-n-banc Two ” kouoan’i hi iiig any charge against 
ox three nun hod ]ast passed into the me 

mn, no doubt to seik liqunl rehesh' "Ob, can’t I? You know something 

inent Allen knuw Maiy’s fooe, as about this nmvlei " 

Ml* Merry had shown liiru a photo* ^ “ I w»a playing my turn at the 
graph of Signor Antonio in stage dicsB, ciirns m ANesihnven when the shot 
which she htd oblatned liom Cam was hied,” said Giles coolly 
The man was a handsome and notice- ^ "I didn't sa^ you shot the man 
able bltokgaard, and ino,eoyci his yourself, but you know who did ” 
good looks vrete reprodueod in Cain “No, I sud Merry, bis faoa 
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growiiM "jif I ^ koow the 

mwi ra make tum a preaent. *l'd 
ISto to hAve kiUod Steode myadf He 
Idayed toe neny » dirty truik, and I 
said I’d be even t^itb him But some 
one elbo got m befor^rno Ab to ar> 
rest,” he went on sneenngly, " don't 
you think Td be HOeh a to(]^l as to oorno 
down lore, unieea 1 wasmun* of my 
ground An eat me indeed * " 

"I can on suspicion Youio m 
with the Perry Stieet fruig " 

Gileb cast a look towaids the luu 
and laughed “ Well, you've got 4o 
'luovetliat £ and the lest have doiiu 
wioi% beloiu you can lun us all in " 

“ The wooden hand ” 

,"Oh, wc know all about that, and 
who stole it,” said (.hits nn .luingly 
Allen started ITo saw w* 11 ('uoiigU 
til it he (oiild not bring Giles to bouk 
without moutionnig llie n.unr of his ' 
tuthez Thomloicheoliaiigudliisnunil , 
about calling on Wasp to mtcifeii', i 
and onntentcd himsclt witli a warning 
‘ You'd best *eloai out of this by to 
morrow,” said bo angiily “ I hUaii’r 
havo you tioiibhng yout witu ” , 

“My wife' llu — ha’’ Uoiiy 

seemed to fand much cn](iymi.nti iii 
the roinaik ‘ 

“ Or Miss Stiode eithei " I 

“ Oh, ’ hiitf'ied the man iiisoU iitly, ‘ 
” you’d best boc Miw Suode She uiai 
have ebmething inteiobtiug to tell you 
But 1 tan’t etav talking l.^io tot cvui 
I’m going back to Sbaiilon tonight 
Come rouud at cloven,'’ lie said to the 
diivei oi the that a-baiu “We'll 
drive back lu the nioonbghl ” | 

“1 think youd better,' buid Allen 
gtimly, “you stop here t<j moiiow, 
and whatever you may know about a 
ptttson, whose nante need not be men* 
tioned, ril have yon run ui '* 

“Oh, I'll he gone by to-meurow,’ i 
sneered Merry again, and took lim cap ' 
off with BOoh jnsoleneg that Uoraoe ; 
longed to kiok bun, “don’t you fret 
yooTBetf. I'm a genUeorau of property 
now, and intend to cut the sawdust ; 
and go to South Afrma — ^wbeie the ! 
duunoods eome from, he added with 
BA mei^ent lau^ and then swung ' 


into the inn, leasing AUea fuming 
with anger. Bui there whs nojuis 
m mairing a ^tuzbanoo, as the man^ 
could mike thingtf unpleasant for 
Mr. HiU, so Allen walked away with 
Uoraoe to Mrs Palmer’s • * 

It would have bren wiser Jiad he 
enteicd the inn, foi in the cofieo>room 
weie thiee men, whom he might Jiave 
liked to meet These weie B^hei 
I Don boiartly dressed as a (Mergyman, 

! Hod Jeiiy as a sailor, and Poty in a 
I neat suit of what aie known as band- 
I me-duwns The tiio looked most 
Ti'fapcctabU, and it Jeny s f^o was 
buii'owhat \ illainous, and Poe\ 's some* 
what sly, the bunevoleut looks of 
Father I)i»u wi'io almve *sUspmon 
(lilea sat duw'i hcsido thebo at a small 
table, and paitook of the dunks which 
luul Itoen cull nd The landlord was 
' uijflci tUo uopussion that the ffireo 
, uiiu wete ovui on a jaurt fioin Shan- 
I tun and intended tu return in the 
moonlight Mciiy had met them at 
tlio rlooi and novy came m to tell 
them lub plans 

, “ I ve anangtMl inattetB,” ho said m 

a low voKu tu Father Don, “ the gloom 
Jacobs IS oouilitig buiun young woman 
' liu'a keiping eoinpanv with, ind the 
; women vivaiits ha\ o gonu to a jicnny 
' leading the vioti 's givmg'* 

“ What of young Bill and liib 
flic nd * 

‘ They ■iiudiuuig with Mrs Folmor 
The house is ipnlu empty , and^ontains 
unlv Ml and Mis Ilill I have been 
in tho house befoic, .ind know every 
I uich of It 1 11 tell ion bow to get itr”* 
“You il ciiine also ' ” said Foxy sus- 
pxCioiisli 

“No, leplied filled “ 111 atop hme 
I ve done enough foi tbo money If 
• vou're fools enough to be caught, 1 
I blian’t bo mixed up lu the matter ” 

' * We won't be caught," aaAl j'athor 

. Don with a low laugh, “Jeny w;^ 
keep giuud at tho window, aud Fpxy 
and I will cuter '* 

; “How? "asked the sbarp'fscednuu} 

I ' By the window, said Udes. “ I 
I 'explamed to PVithei Don here, m Lcn* 

' doo Bill has taken 9 p hu cjuoiteia 
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111 a lOom on tbe uost sido 

ol thp houso, just ot er Iho* wall Tbei o 
AiifJ^onch melons opeiiiMs on to tlu 
* lann You r,iri sti*al up .md the yiass 
will dcculLii the sdund of footste jis ft 
^ocs V(fliii up to the. niuilon Tlut 
tna^ bQopcn It not Jur t ciii hmst 
it d.nrl tiitn \oUcitid fhm can enter 
"Hut il [Jill wi 1 s'onc ’’ 

“%Vell then, ai,i .11 jou tlnnK In -.t 
Vis Jlilfs I wire l)i< man h> 1 Luh- 
hdiul IS Mlie ini^dit (•ivt' the alum 
But tlieies fo om 111 th* It 1 isu, and 
bill 11 have to Miig out loudly 

bedore'the ahim « in lie t;u(ii 1 1 tlm 
villasie ' ^ 

"Thni' aunt li ’’n iluni, iid 
Fathci Bon lalmh 1 uitei t » 
iiinLo ii ( ut that jsijii r I »<>t mIh 
^ in V\ 111 II' (hn Mil ;»< t il, M j ' 

“Fiiiiii liijisi^ I ftun I hiin \i*Lh 
StJuJos tihu ’lot Lr t liiKik, II. (I iiuili 
a in ill .il II 1 Siiw no'is Put Imt 
s(} ciu;^Hitt)]osi and liol'i il 1 )’ij( rli« 
honk and some pipeis 'I Iw < m I 
gave \ou, Dun mil mail lliii v,i\< 
tip Ihi di OTioiid , |l In' h |4 tlnMii 
"He must lii\t tin m, sinl 
dutidetlK, o tie I mm hi in ilii h’lo i 
sent to Misk ..ml viJ'.il. \\ is left >( 
his ollico 1)} Hut-r\, ih It 'hi Innil 
coiihl he op ’HI d 1 il d opi r ir ,«ml ' 
fnnnd iiullni g I li"iu>t,t tlii+ StimU 
sliumi tliL ill imomU tin m m h flill 
stole tho hind . 11 ..I took d liiiinr,lii 
must hn'i found I he tl'.unnnd', iro 
they au' mm in Jii, jh.- ession I 
capeol Tin hiok d loi iliiin 
"Mo,' s lid Mi'iiy "Minh *Iio was 
• iooVuig Joi thai- jnpei joJ n. tend to 
sbov liim JIl’]] gjvi up tin diamu'ins 
Mill, j tenuiigh \t lu n Le sei stIi.U Then 
you 0.111 ttiakf foi Wesili.wn. 

" Wli it ol tin* chain iMtig '' askisi 
Joiiv in lieatv tones 
“ That's j hlind It will roiup ruuml 
at oloioii, hut 1 >y Blit timo wi will ill 
bo on out w ij to \\ I sthaven I f tliero 
18 juisnit, \*.isp uid his iijonil will 
follow *in tbe wiong ihiK’tien Th ‘ii 
Fathei r>Gn can in ike fe., Vntweip, 
and later we can sell th< duniothis 
But 110 kuks,' said Voiiy, shownijf 
hiM teeth, “or^thep will 10 h 0111110 ’ 


I" Huppose young Hill and >1111 friend 
toll the* pohoc ’ " 

I ‘‘Oh,’ said Giles, gunning “they 
I wih do 80 .it tbo risk of the eoutonta 
j ot that p.ipe< being made publio 
Don i ba a fou^ Don, youho got thu 
' whole busmoiM lu vom owm hands 
' I don t want a tow, is 1 h ivo to meet 
! a ! I'lj m oifow da.s,” Oihs t,»mnpcl 
a *1111, when he LI>ou.7)itoJ f ad\ Ipecn, 
‘a III lie haM to do IiHsIiiosh ’ 

So the plan was an ■iit;i d,dnd ofiei 
.imilhi I mink 1 .ilh.a Don and his 
thioi liiends went ont foi a ‘tioil in 
fhr ii’lage to “st>e tli. venei.ible 
chui(.ll III till mooiilielit, ' 11 the 

l*s, 11 lo ( Il ic.rMiia'1 told tl’“ l.inilloid 
But will I) out ol siijid, the ti !■> charitjeil 
ihi iliiii'ii 1 111 thrit walk, a I’ll iji idi 
•01 riie ti ihian Niglits it ‘he 1 r d 
ol till I ill Igl llLJIlllOie I] DM ilic 
high ID n 1 ‘hi. V sh'lr .cuiss . liOi.ti' 
nil ulow, mil, 111 idiiik oiiii'i.rliruhid 
ttu will 1 I iii i Doii w Is IS antu" 

is iMV ol tl I III 11 pi*^i ol lus ige 
Whiiillii Hill uej|s*''ini om tin 
' ih mil stindij g 111 siueotliU- 

..hivrii Itii'i tin J s.iv thi langi ol 
Jit Ihniiiin piil.iis, liiit iio l<4iir 11 the 
viiidows ' li' on th. I hid(, 
sod Don 111 p V liiH.ii 1 cDim. .dong, 

'flu, till 'e mj.t inu'i< (hi hi leK 
lulkofthi lioiici Hid ihi^diwr 

\l' w Is ilei't I rid ]»( .V I fill wilfaiii the 
l>o'niliin Ilk till. '• ill '''Ik 111% iiiliglil 
sih. II il the 1 1 ' 's iiidilowt' h(<Isaiid 
ijj 'ill Iri lut.lid Lin g'litL Duu arehi- 
li tuti' ol ihe hnllsi \ ’I stlp.i 
I iki ti in 1 1 Ri liki I isi'iitii hio’igiil the 
Ihii >» s to thi wi r .Ilk' 'I hey beio 
iw I l'.>ld aliinim ling t.luoiigh thie(> 
III lull 'Miidims iiliuh epi ned on to 
.1 UiUiow stotjL* hitace From this, 
the hiw n mlleil snioollily to the dowei- 
lutk, undei llic ciinichrg led hiiek 
w 1 1 ' J atliei ] )on jiuinled to tlio throe 
windows 

' The iiudirii Olio ho MP id quietly, 
“si'i ifiLioprn, P’o'y 11 not we’U 
haio to make a coitniti noise .Vnd 
, look inside if yiu, e ’ji 
j Fo\} iyiuU *tci(ss the Uwu and 
lioiiace and peered in Aftoi a tune. 
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bo dolioately tiied the window and 
fihnuk bw head He then stole back 
to leport " 11)11 iB l}ing on the bofa,” 
he <}aid, “ and his wite is seated beside 
him He’s erying about suinetlung ” 

" Wc ll pX'e him bomotbi|;ig to ety 
about HOOD," bald Fatfor Don, {tphng 
lor the pipi'T which ho h,id iec**iveil 
fnm tiilos “Smash {ju miiUlh 
window in, .Teiry ’ 

Without tlir least i nncr ilmeiit the 
huge man iiisbcd ii]i the slojm and 
bulled his bulk ananiil Iht window 
The hall glas-, gaio wa^ .ludhe tanly 
fell into Ibt eentii ot tin* loom With 
(I sliini (ivut iLiiOL, Hill sptang finm j 
the sol.i, LOiiiulsiMb (. hitf Intu' tiu | 
band ol his wile, whili Mis Hill, lUoi 

tlib liist t-li'ifk 111 alaiin, Ined thi j 

inliiidi i -I ll iMU !'•> tills tiini Falhn ■ 
[1(1.1 with I p,\ hdiii'd him was liow . 
iiig til Uic distiiilii.'! loijiti leiiv I 
took liiin-iill (lilt ol t'li loom and 

emiideil till liiiikte window I 

“\\llO ,%U loll^ whit do MJU j 
\ aut ' ' <leii*<|iid< d Mio Hill ‘ll i 
SOU lou t go [ 11 ling l»i till. sU' mil I 
“ 1 am ill ud \ou will > iie \oia I 
s' It UTitn L( -<-> ll) tmnlile said Don i 
BHUiih ‘ knov the oUiianls I 
au Old ’ I 

" \\ hat do \ou w.iiit ’ ‘ • I 

llcbin* Uithitjiii^-iriillj Oin j 
busiiiflss htsiodo with )oui hiislminl, | 
Ml 1 m 11 — I'.ithc r Don looki (1 III the I 

Bbivei\^ig wieii'h , 

“f iievii haiiiKd sou ~l Ooii t 
know sou, ’ mumbled Hill “ (loawaj ' 
— letiio ITU .iloue — wUal do suu 

W'aiil'"* * • 

“AVo'll iirwei git on in tlii> wis 
No, sou don t, ’ idded Don, as Alls 
Hill ti ltd to strni to thi' dooi “ (jO ind i 
siL down by youi good hushaud, .uid , 
he oufuicud tins iOi]ucst hs pointing 
a Tcsolver 

“ 1 am not to be fiighteiicd liy lutlo- 
diama, ' luiid isTis Hill scoinfiil^y i 
“ Sit down, Saioh — down,’ hauI 
Hill, his teotb chattel* a 
1 he woman c luld not lielp oabtnig 
a oonteinptuons look on the cowaid, > 
es en though sho fanofed, she owed bo |< 
much to him Hnt, aa aheVas a most 


» • 

senBible woman, she saw that jt would 
be as well to otey ' 1 am leady to 
bcai," pbe said, bitting by Hill, Jnd 
putting hei Btiong arm round the * 
shivoiing, nnsoiabfe cioatnre 

“ I’ll come to the point al^ pnee,” 
said Don, bjieskuig to flill, “as we 
lidVti not much tiino to lose Mr 
Hill, jon liiive foils thoasend pounds' 
w nth of dctiuoiids heiu ('uvu them 
upi" • 

Hill tu' tied 01 on palei than ho was 
“ How do you know that ’ ’ he asked 
“ 1 1 Pan t bo true,” put in AIis Hill 
s7«i il»‘dlj “ If you aro Ulkioff of Mi 

Stiode s d> imonds, my husband hasn’t 

gilt till lU ’ * 

‘Yoni hnsbiind stole the wooden 
h.uid fioin the ill ad ' s,iifl I'Atm with 
hii nsu.ll snail “ He took li hoing 

iiid 0)ii)iril it 

“ I dill not know it coutaineiUtlio 

dianumds, liahhhd Hill 

“ No Von thought it eoutaincd a 
coiMiii docuuient ” -aid Dou, and 
pioili'Pi'd I ])apcr ftoin his jior ki l, ‘ a 
liliK pifipi doc imient, not mi* liiige 
ot Huch .1 siAc as iiiight go into a 
woiidim lund, piusidid the hand wns 
h> llnw as it w ib Is Him it ^ 

Hill gavi a St 1 1,1111 iiid spniigiiigup 
biauidul ioivAid “ due iti to inu 
,{111 ll' hi (Ill’ll 

“ I oi the dianieulft," Bud Jathei 
Don putting the iiapei behind him 
•* A on shall haM lliein L bid them 
in till , loon. 1 rlon't want Uu m, hut 
tint piilh'i- it IS mine ” * 

1 know tl'ii s’piieil with jOiir 
naiui , isn’t it S\ ell, biiiig out t|]eb 
diiiiioiids, and, when you hand ihem 
osti- — 

'•youU give iu( the pUKi ■' ’ 

J'oay sh(X)k Ins hu id as Filliei Dun 
looked inqiiningly ,it liiiii “ N'<, we 
must keep lh.it pap'r, so as to set 
.iway — otluiwise sou’ll lie si.Uing,tbc 
j^hdici. oil oiii tiaik ' 

“ [ aweai I won b - 1 sweaa — 

Util diopped ou bis knees,*' 1 
swtai— 

llib wdo pulled him to liib feet 
‘ Try and be a man, Fiawionoe, ‘ bhe 
said. “ Wbai is tliiu document "* ’ 


/ ff 


THJ£ mtODEff^ JMMi 


• NoU'*‘'({"''otbmg— l»it I miiat 
) kvo it." ciiod HiU joikiQg hiDiBelf 
Ho ran aLJOs> the loom, and 
fuinhleu at th< loch of a cabinet 
i>Si I — sc‘i 1 hjie tliL> diunondst I 
in rhe hand- I pat them 

into bv» -lieio here- " 

liii {in>riis ihouh bo that hu could 
1> I'rUt opoti the (liauei Foyj come 
fill '^ai II mil Ivinilh helped him 
Ih twi tuo, iht driiVM'i vm 

opini'd JIill Ihiii,^ out n inihs uf 
piprt'i uniih stieuoil the llooi 
Then lifiin henoath then*, he hauled 
fi <^>11 iM (. uivd I hiiK 111 il at the tnouth I 
ind '^eaU'd ‘‘All the diamoml^ ait i 
him, he sml, hnii^ini' bins ti> 
l)iH| U il"tl\l*l', to op fi tl “ tv I 
lliiiii'-a<'d |ui inds lott\ -fot \ «.l •- i 
^,d e ' In liinke oft h.'-.! iie.i l\ - | 
ihi p .pox, the papi 1 Iss»iiimI' , 

U<in tl Ilk |rM> ss.o'i ot li.i 111*; i.nil 
w.is ilioiit til l< 11 d u.i 1 th<. d(>( nan *ii, 
v"liiii Fo' > ‘jiitiheclil “Woll send | 
Lins Itom tin CoiUiuent, ho ‘%aid i 
‘ while we h.m this \oa n ni t hi 
able to set tin pi eh i s on ii ' ' 

J{i1< beirari to i.>\ .mil avaiii fell oii 
ins Kiu’is, hii+ J'vihi'i l>oii took no 
Dotiii. (it inni Hi inipiied (he 
toiiienl. <f the bag i in tin UNv .iiid 
ihiii the leviK (la'.liid m tin limp 
hglii, i - 1 P. 1 II pile ol viiv inn. atones 
\\hi)i I'l glniitivl o\ii tlii’iii, "Mis 
IJillliul hi ■ li.O'il uii KosvS aiui 
" \\ h ’,t Id in thai pa^ici ’ " she askod 
btoi n1\ 

“ L?oif t tell h«i don't tail hei?’ 
LlJlll Hill * 

• Lvwitnco ' ’ 

blit ho }iut his bands to his eai^ 


"The Delbam heixlpoini'’ oned 
]l&a HUl, tunung grey, aod. lecoilmg 
" Yee, and also a pioimae to with- 
draw from seukuig to many Lad} Jane 
Dolhaiu, and to marry you." 

“Ohl," Bdr^ Hill tamed such a 
withonng look on her mtsurablp htu- 
band, that ho shrank hnck and coveted 
h.s eyes So this is the rerf toasun 
ol vour tbivahv’" 

‘ Yes,* Ekiid Fathcj Don, wlio had 
pLiOLil the dinnionxls again in hie bag, 
nnd stood op, ‘ I lu'aid sonie of the 
sjjiji} liom Gilus Aleiiy, and ir id tlio 
ic'-l 111 the signed ducnmoiil ft was 
llill who oIuIl the necklace Ho took 
tlie ki'> Iium the sehoohr>nin whcie 
it li.iflliLtMi hit h\ JiaJ\ ipsun He 
u)M 111 d the silc. and collaicd tliu 
iiickiaii Ni 11 trill dooi, he Icit a 
haiidkr ichu ‘1 ui } 0 >ns, ^^ls LIill, SO 
that, 'I tlii>i( u IS daiigci sou inmht 
Ije ai I I'si'd Stioili 1 Pijd tbi liaiid* 
kiiilnel, ai*d kiinuiug Hill Lad pos 
sxbsid it, in.wli* Inin Ltmf >ss Then 
he made IJiJl sign the i^xtifession tliat 
hi )i.id sick u the ticcklaee, and also 
lUc'do hiiu inoinisc tiiinaii\ Mih 
Mis Hill Siinl. down with a stem, 
sh xiin rl loci' “ ho this a is ynui 
chualis, s}<e said, looking ugaiu at 
•hij huihiud " \ oil ‘•nle till ueLklaco 
I 'ViiU let me hr ,11 the •haun* you 
, Uiril to imiKiun.ile nn* -yop pji*- 
' tl tided to wed mr tu save nw fiom 
> skuiation, pid ob,\oii - you^bame- 
I libs on 'll un ' bhc rcapid, aud made 
1 Ihouvii she wonld liai e struck lldl, 
I the man enwoed with a ciy^of alaiin 
{ like a II ippwd iiihhll 

NN hat beuaujc ul the necklace ^ ' 


anu btill I lied and giovilled “J ' she asked Don shai ply 

slbi'l go lUiid if \ou tell Imi ' 1 Hlioil 1 “ btiodt made Hill sell it, and they 

— ah — oL — ^ugh t ho suddenly j di\ idi d the piottle ' 

ehitched at }i.b tbioat ai>d teclod 10 "Es.i'b father also," moaned Mrs 
the bola j Hdl, (oseiing her face, ' oli,*Bliame— 

Mis Qill toiik httk, notice of him j Bhame-- shall I ever be able to look on 
“ lie id me tlu doeuui&nt," she sud 1 this mau's face agem ' " 

" I can almost icpeet it from | Hill attom'^ted to excuse himself, 
10011101%'' said Foxy, putting the I ”1 dido t get inu^ money," be waited 
pwpAi into hib pocket. “It's eimnly | “ I let Strode take the tot He earned 
a coufessioii by voui Lubnand tfuit • tlio confession m his wooden hand— 
he stole a ccitaiu ueeUacu Monfiing*! that’s why^I todk it L stole the hand 
^0 — • ' * and opened it— but ibe confession 


sOtsEV’S'&TOfir •• ^ iis 

ww’t IB found tbo diaiuomio, , 

^ aodl have lavQn thorn to you-“lf»t me CHAPTEB Yicrf 

r have tho papefrl" he bounded to his 
feet, and enatohm^ i da^^ei from a bctbby'b &tobt 

ttophy of arms on tho wall made for 

Voxy, ‘TU hill you if \ou don’t itivo Thbru was no eYmtoment in, jVar- 
it to mo t ’* , glove nmcii day over the huiglHT| who 

Father Don dudged behind a cb,ur, \ had entexod “ Tho Aiahnui Kighta,” 
while It>xy, who was iifQit m the lor the siroplo loasou that the village 
centre of the room, lanloi till window, know nothing ibont tlio niattor But 
and. buisting past Join, raoud do\Mi a i amour was cmiiMit, that i/Li lllll 
tho lawn with IIilL alctu him, the ' had gore out of his mind No one 
daggoi nprai'<i'd Itouml aud tonnd was astouisbed, oa ho had always 
they Wont, while Mis. Iltll sUmI 013 been loganleil as qiieoi Now, it 
the tciiooe, looking on with a di ully «l, ho w is shuk, stnnng^mad, 

emilu Had Hill bum stiuck down, and no lungoi the haimlobS etconliia 
I f>he would hate loinicod lion th> Milage had l.Pown toi SO long 
^ twi^hcd tlin mil of Jim> \nd th^ lumoin was tiue • 

“ Ijel s cut," hi Maid, " I ve gilt ihi "It is ifinhlLi to think of tho 
b\iag, Fo\> I la look ,ifUi 'eiii-it f<,‘ vnni-hmcnl \\l<ieh I<.ia botallcn hmi,, 
and these twoigi ’ll lenu n lei*' th« lici'i e \lloi\, ' mj.!,! ^JJ., Hdi thi iipstinoiu- 
hmtie(ll> I mg ' hatcanwecallit undisnvedrf” 

Mis Ttdl s,i\> till in d sipj,( , 1 Mil'll- “ L su|>pobc not, aiisw'Oiui Ini sou 
out auMct^ Tin lilow sli«‘ li i*l ' gloomily " J wibIi 1 had it inaiuKl 
reoeivod beeiind to haM li(.iiiirtL(d ' it hoinu last nignt, mother" 
her facultios *To thiiik that hi u hdd ! ‘ ilnugs wouiil. have hoeii woiae, 

been so deceived and till! fil ^^nh had 1 0111 emamed Thciewould ha>o 
a stony face she waichi d I o »j fh mg 1 b< en a figdit ’ 

round tho lawu wdb the iiisim inn 1 “1 would ha\o based Evu'b 

- foi IIill appiiiicd to 1m 11 .id iKii 1 diiUnontls, at all evenis " 
him Fox\, m i1e.idh uiim of Ins 1 "I,.! llu di.imuiJdB go, ITdl," 

lllo, beeing hib pals disappi 11 , tnu the * ol.mii d in P.irkiiis, who fuiunod a 
dooumeiit from In-, pocket. Ihirw it i thud m the i.o>i%ei-,ation, *' the> weio 
down, ^nd un piiutiiig lowaid.. the to'ne In ihohoucstl^ aud i/ould havu 
wall While lu bidJeilit, llill picked I lnfiu;;,ht no luck You tome out to 
up the fkipei and tnie it,>Muh ttith ' r-uluia, and iix. up the minu Then 
and hamla, into a thousiinl shieds * ym c.m make vouf own ccan, and 
The three scoundrels had disiippe.iud, s m.iM> Miss Huode" 
and Mis Jliil looked down luldlv on ' ‘ Biiii* \ou foiget, >Ii Paikins/’ 

her fiantic huoband flilk d.ii’<i‘d up said Mis Ifdl, I ani now rich, aiu^ 
to tho tetioce, and In Id out his hands Aik 11 ui ed not go to America " 

" llMpinoSB--happinuss, 1 a.n '-ale " "No, mothri " ’■ud Alton hastily, 
‘‘Cowatd,’’ she said in a teiiibh ‘I’ll go You wdl do much mote 
voice Hot husband looked at Im, • good with my fat hci e money than [ 

and t-bp*! began to laugh weudly 1 can IJ ‘sidos ” ho hebitated, and 

TbeB witK a ory, he dropped iuoked at IToiacu The Amenoaa 

b<^he i5dead,'’siitd Mis Hill, , lutmpruud the look , 

looking wWD. on him with acorn 1 *' Guess you want a htlle pnvate 

' comci latiou," he said, "w^, XU 
■ hght ont and have a smoko * Ybn 
j cun call me when yon want mo again#*’ 
i and Mr. Pukins, xnoducteg but pipe, 
kft the loom 

• "M) poor mother,” Stud Allen, 


THk WOODEN HAND 


«.aibrMiiu * don't look so nad 

It tpniblp anil " 

• “ Yi*u Otin i cnii^olr* rut AAtd 

tl)e pool vioirui hittirlv, “>>0 do not 
Uy to To lliiijk Ihdt 1 shonlil hdM* 
lichtiTtd in th.it iriiiii .ill tlii>sc >CAth 
Hp Wa'i ,1 tlnd dunliH n. tbiof lie 
not f*iilv 'ohlipil the DiJIiams ot <li( 
III cl lire, bill lobhiJ the do.ol ntiil 
111^ ol in^ }' 00 (l u.inio * 

“ [ .ikiio<-t Miink. 1I1L lie id debCivinl 
lo bo lobboil s.iiii Mil 11 ' I hti'i 1 
to bone IP, iiK<hii, thit Siiocb was 

in> idM'oi's » \il ^uoiiii ds III said be 

v.is« Wn\ sh.uiiil m» l.ithn sti .»1 
llus mil] UP, will II ho tiiUl piciiti li 

iL(iiie\ ’ * 

‘ III bill nil* il Hii 10 I ul 
111 - fiitbi i 1 1 {it I'lrii stiuit Hi‘ 111 ' 

I till' lll'i ill IK 1 I \|ii I t illlili I t' r 
sliOMir L iiiiit.i' .on ol li iibn ; i‘. li\ 
ii^il'i miool* n'i 

* I 111 111 \ lOj'.'il lum 111 

'ti .il it s 111 ] 'Ml ii ‘ I'll] It t'' 


rago and dio\e lhaok to Shanton at 
undnipbt, vowing to summouq Meiiy, 
wbu was robpoDSible foi itn ordpnng ' 
*' VV'cll, they arc out of our lihi at 
blit,” aaid Ins niotber, ‘wo now know 
the spcvot which cans^ your unhappy 
fatliet to tiy find uiiiidii Strode, and 
did iiidkc bini steal tlio band The 
conlfisNiu^ h IS bi’iMi lU'stioytMl, so no 
oiii can sa> anything Meny will 

liOt *p( ik - ” 

“No, that 4 all tight Miiry is 
iroiii.r toiocriii luotioi fjiiin old Ijadv 
IpMii lot slopping tlio maiiiige ol 
SilVn with Miss Ijoriy [ Lspent 
111 will go to '\fjir.a as hr siys Tie 11 
1 old 111 - tongiu ,iml SCI will tbeoIhrM 
I'lit ill' )ii‘i> llii‘ iliaiiionils, Siod 
piv>> Itliii iiPiiM ijotliing 
i • I igllP 'Mill ill I’llkltl-, illd 
‘ Mis 1 I |>1 ijll'llll, ]fWlls WOK' 

I nil I h' ih-li > 1.1 st]\ tiiid would ban 
'j'nii,^bt I'll « iinii liiliiui Will \oii 
• 1 11 1 » ' I’lMliinij \lkn ' ’ 


iw^iits him U> Is nil) iiliu’ I ptoiiii'i.,, 
]i\ Hi' tin ft \Tid it \, IS Si'i'di i.hii , 
bnjaglil 'It'll. *■ ilif iDjin I 

“flftlio-ls -I'llMis IIiM<.mi(iI\ 

“I I'xpirt, Stt,<.l( -i ,) I lu' iv, tiM 
icwoiil 111 . nul'i >iili -s I.iwtitii. 

ii'HirTiPil nil \ id 1 dll i . 1 i 1 1 \ii iici 
«:iei '»0 dill ot iJ)il.ili , • 

“ f.iU ll N.indi, h.id |. , Pilled tin 
tiutl) lie * oiiid Jiivi 1 't 'Hum III 1 ] 
luiospit 

"Ah Inn, io I Iciin, Ik w.nl'd I’ll 
dtoi 1 w.!- 'll,. lilt d iipfoi, I 1 P dispi i| 
of the* III ikl 11 1 Till I' 'if lolil it 
Ihitiugli h'arhci Dr.n wl’o•^' i-. lus 
• aoStK-lltc 111 IIUaI.I, 111 . MSI, 
Stiodc IS diad and \oai lil'ui is 


“±\v Til t iJ 11' 1 rts bull as 
po sihli Xi) oin , bhl you, I, .ind 
I* iKii> k'Hiw o' Till mil II* list 
ii< ,iit t[, pool la'bii his bc'in 
'cp'.iiid ill li'i >-01111 tnup ind lu 
•ll.' ■> 1 ) 1 'I n so (iKiitiK, 'o it wdl 

'iiipiisi HU oi>i 1 1 111 .11 be hiignm* 
Ill’ll Wf '\ill pi.iii Imn in sunn 
])ii\.>l j.iliirti in. I 4 

‘ ^') \l'cM -did Ml I ilil^ liimly , 
*‘ilu' |ii'.n Sold IS luuiidrss* Altoi 
,i!l, Wit 1 1 JU )s Ilf lias lifted, hu 
ll .s I. 'f ’> si'i ely piiniftlipd, and is 
Ili^ iiui'miiiI I il kipp liiiu hnie and 
lo'iJ' ilti I 1)1111 nil tl'L' end c'Omts- 
.•iid lliai ’’di'i t liL lung, smbed Mid 
ililt 


m.fi I wiiudei vJiat bitt mil bibi" 

Aleiiy .'ml tbosi’ w 1 1 tolii 1 Op a ‘rui- 

ati'S willi ' ' 

‘ Uh. fliL'u siiis will coini burnt to 
thorn, UfVPi /r.ir,’ sud \Ileii u a 
prophej^u Min “I si'pp'isu it is 
host lo b't llif jiuitlor lost 

“t’cit.iiiily 1’ Ill'll I»oi' and bis 
Uto assuciatts li.v^i (Jd'i ..way 'Vlmt 
about ATeijy *’ 

“TTo wetil .din'ist it once to 
BbanUiij, .md did not pay loi the 
f /if<'-7-/'iii(r The uwici 1- in a hue 


\Liy g>K.d, inoiijpi, you shall act 
's \ru> Ihi'ik (it Blit y\f know the 
tJK.h now 

“"^is, s.'ivi* yyho tnuideied Mi 
fttllHll ’ • 

I hfin ve Joiiy did, or Giles ” 

■ They both deny doing so " 

“ Ul CUU1S?',*’ said Mien contemptu- 
ously “to si\p tliun own skins I 
ebnJI go lip to London, mother, and 
tell Ml Mask yvhat has taken place " 
But tbcio Qras no ueod foi Allan 
to gu to'towu That afternoon the 


I 
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Uvyer ariived atid \rtth him a timall jon. ana PaikuiB That is why I 
boy with one eye The lad wu bioiuht him down ’’ 
iioatly diessed, ho had hia hair out, '* How did you got hold of him 7 

and bie face washed, lu spite of his ** Through one of the stolon notes 

one pyo and white cheeks he looked Bntsey presented himself at Ae bank 
averysmait 'yoiingstei^ and fvinned | and cashed ten pounds Ka#WKB 
in ri. fiiinJly manner at Allen and I anpsW and bi ought to mo l|ga\e 
irotALO ball fot him, and biought him to 

' Tliisjt' soul Ml Mask) loading ' explain " 

I ho lad into the loom, where Iho ' “ Where did ho get *he notes ? " * 

loung men weie hiiioking afUi ' ' Out ol the blue ]iookot-l]llk>k, he 

lunoheon, Master Tiam- ’ says— in which caso bo must havu 

‘'Butsov s.ud Alim committed the muidei Not fui his 

"Ob no,” u'pbrd Mask gravily, own sake, ' added M.isk quickly *I 
“•he IS a “outleiniii of piopeity now fear the poor little wiotob lias Tieuu 
ind Is h\ing nn his money Yon , made a cat's paw by nthcia'’ 
I'liislii i rail Inm by so low a name “ Will,’ sud Alim, itrawiiig a long 
ps lintsii ■’ bie,ith of astonishment, '^ondeis 

• rfic boy giiimi d nid slnoggcd his will iirvei ceasu I ne\ei thought 
shiiiil.ieit* "I Sdl^, bow long’s Ill’s Jlutsey w is guilty • 

1-f.ioii' on ' '.ho in(|uuMl , "yo'ivc ‘ T c in't be mio yet if he is Hot, 
bei 11 'h>mg fun .il iiie ,iU day ” .it all ciintb, he n itainly know > w^o 

"VVo ''iii’t ‘hi fnn an\ jnoie * ^ is tlio ciilpiit. and to save bis own 
s,nd Ml Al isk in hib iiu Unel oly neck, be will cootosh 
\oici "J i.avi brought y on lu'i u to ' But would tin l.iw b.ing a lioy 
ill ike a dr an bfeailuf ii" like that even if guilty 

“ About tb( di ihiomls ”1 “T don’t think Butsoy will gne 

“We know iboul thu di inionds, ’ the law the cbiiuco ot trying the e\- 
siid ftrjiiee " [muss Kiibur Beus pmmient llcs.icle\<i little mphlo 
got tliein ” , Hutne h,(d iMitterro/utnaridcvamiue 

‘ Haikc-i ' In'- 11* ' slid IJiitsey '.bun Ttonr inotbei ? 

I'gicitully , ‘lint eonnsol im telbu’ • “Slio is with luj prun fdhei " 

.I'lout the Iidtei I gm to you ' — lliH " l-» that quito sail askul Mask 
v.is t<>,M.isk ~“il he liidiit opitud I auvuiubiy’ 

tlie band, hi wouldn’t hai* gnli'eiu’ > "I’ltltctly Ho ii> haTmless 

" Yoiia aie quite wungf BntSey,” M.i>k looked syiofiatbctu . although 
said AIK 11, using " iroi.ii e, T’ll leave he pnvately thouglil that nuidnrss 
the lx» in yoiii keeping Mi Mask, w is the best tlimg which coul*) have 
will you qpme with nio nito the iiexl ln’falleu Mx ITill, •-I'f'iag he had tunce 
loom?" • biooght hiiubelf vVitbin the chitehui* ' 

Kathei smpiiscd. Mask did so, and of tin J’W At ]f.isfc them was uow 
was spi‘edil> jint in possession ut iho j no dangii of his biitig punibhriL foi 
teniblo stoiy Jfi quite agreed that tbett oi nttompteil muiihn, whnt> vet 

the mattei should be kept quii t might be said by those who had 

Thongli 1 hope it won't be neces- escaped with tlie diomondH , atidcoi' 
saiy to iftke it up when Butstw is toinly Mrs Hill would lie rulievcrlot 
tried for mnidei ” a veiy tioublebunie paituei • Had 

“What' did lliat bov shoot Mi Uill lemained 4aue, she would not 

Stioiie '/ ’ * have lived with him alter (hscovcn|ig 

“I think so," said thr lawyer, look- i how he hod tnokedhei into nuihiago, 
mg pu/zlcd , “ but to tell you tho | and had traded on her deep giatitudn 
tiiith T'm not sum 1 can't get the i vU these yeais Now, bv tending bun 
boy to speak freely * said ho i tn his hopdoss slate, sbo was heajsug 
would do * 10 , only in tho piesenco of , coats of hie on his head, aod piov ng 
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heisQ^f to bo, 'whal Masfc al'vraiys know 
bbo tinK was, a good woman 
** So, ID Allen's bompan^, ho tietotnod 
to ibo JooiTi where PaTmub was keep' 
mg waIlIi ovL'i Md^toi Tram, and ^ 
louffd that biiUiaut ^ouns gentleman 
smoking II cigarette ‘'noduood it I 
horn a eil^ct oato too,'' said tho j 
atni(*<ctl Arm neon “ This is a mighty , 
fafnait lio> I gui'ss \oii got iid ot a 
lot ot fliat nii.iUL‘v, bnb ** ” I 

‘ I cashed two notes," said Butsey 
ooolh ' hilt the thud tripped jue Hut 
I dui 't c n >' [ ^ e h id a good tiiiio ' ’’ , 

“%\ud I exprii ^oull jnss tno rest 
of >nui lilc in giol 

“ Wliat s that * ’ sjid Bulb- . not 
tiiinin^ i hail, ‘‘in gaol’ — n j m» ' 
r*\L‘ Ixm in quod orce ind didn't 
t like it 1 ill 111 igoiii i<Mii] No i-ii 
■you giif ii'i some ivis**, Mi Tli]l, and 
i'’i go to th Kiatcs 

" Tho> IJ hiuh \outh<n,iis sun a* 
a g ill, 'bid tfiiiai {' giiiiiuiig 

ilhm w i ijiiili t itfu id'ack hj thi 

cooliu bs (•! the }uisoui i, ioi a pusom i 
Hiilsev \ntiid1ly was ATisk I«>aied. 
hack mu'-iij'ihc t lot atid did nuiuki 
mum 11 . 11 1 in tho eoni ei s.Ukiii 11c 
lib^ciKii to M'l noMiiilning tlioi ulpiit, 
indoiili }iii1 a wold iii now ntid thin 
‘ You rlon’t si cm to lealisc join* 
pobitio'., said Hill JiaipH 

“Oh MISS I does, s.^ij Butsij, 
r.iliiil} blowing a eJond ct binokc 
“}Ou wants to t,et ihe truth out of 
me iVcll 1 11 tell It, il you 11 let int 
go rdessiA nui liioiid hcie"--bi 
noddod to ^lasl --“tuii iiriAngi with 
0 iieeleis aliout that uote ’ 

" It's jiiobablo I can " said Mubk, 
tickled at the jiupuiJeiicr ot the boy , 
“but woiildu’t }uu lathor bullor for i 
Bteahiig, ti an ioi muider'" ' 

Tbe bo\ jumped up and became 
earnest at ouuo " See here," he bsid, 
wettuig lus hnge', "that’s wet," and 
then ho wiped it on hio jacket, "that’s 
diy, fut my thniat i'' 1 tell a lie [ • 
djSu’P shoot the old bloke S’elp me, 

1 ilidn i ' " 

“ Who did, then ' Do yon know ’ ' 

" I Juigliii know hut lou'ie got to 
inike it worth ui> while tr> split " 


Allen took the boy by tiH? collga and 
shook huD young imp," he sold, 

" yen'll tell everydung you know ok ^ 
pass some timo m gaol " 

" kfake me tdl, then,” said Bulsoy, 
and jrat out ^ tougne 

“ Bupposb I band yon over to 
Jfatlier Don and your own p iront ’ ” 

“ Cant, bu gangs up 
They'll go abroad with them dia- 
monds, and shut in somo other 
lounfjy 'Sides, I ain't going in ioi 
that bie mess again I'm going to be 
,i(‘spt-ctdb1c, T am And I did git you 
(lilt oi tlie dcu, S11," said Butsuy inoru 
earm stl) 

Alku dropped his band iioni the 
Ixiv s Lollai " You oe.rr,UTi1y did that 
it Lh“ 1 e<mc®t of ^ liss Ijoi ly vV but 
ofhi. *' 

‘ Notliing hut gootl/' siiid Butsey, 
lliiAinig , “ she’s flu hr si and kuidost 
b'dy 111 the woild F eni't .i-poni’ lo 
I s,)iv anvthu p ol hi i ' 

" J don t want yoi’ to talkoF ppoph 
who ha\e nothing f> do with the 
in Item in hand ' said Hill , "hut you 
must tell Us riliOUi thiMiiludil II M>u 
don t — ’ 

, ‘ Wh il iin I a gii’ii' to gtl tui 

, sphtimg <’ ’ isk> il liutsev m a hun- 
ncsshki w ij 

‘ 111 iiiiaiigc llia< Mfu won't go to 
' gml )ou tjiiiit leinumbrr, Mublci 
J Ti iin," said Mask with dclihciiition, 

I “tlicit rOU<Aitiiii a dapgeiousqioBition 
I riic note you cabbed was takeui {inm 
a poekct-liook which tho miiidoied 
j man hul on liib pcison, wlycn he was 
I shot Howr did you get it, eh’ The 
picsuiuption is tout lull shot him " 
Butsoy whistlod between his teeth 
' Yoj C.U 1 1 fiighten me," said hb, hia 
one eye iwinkling savagely , " but I'll 
tell you oieiything, 'cept who shot 
tho bloko " 

"Huh,’ saidHoiaoe “I guess wc 
o.m ravel opt that, whan we know 
what y ou have to bay But you speak 
Btraignt, young man, ol 1 11 hide you 
proper." . ’’ 

"Lot," sud Bntaay coolly, “I’Ve 
bin hld^by m&er and oldDon much 
wuM than you can hammut> But I'U 
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“hoMr did tho gan^ootustoknowthaiii 
Stiode bad. the diamonds ^ " 

'* It S7oa fathei told ’em," saU Bat- 
Bey candidly “PatherB Bed deOT, 
an' a openet at that — my eve ^ He 
got into tfbnble bore, and oats to far- 
letn pasts some yeas s ago In Afncay 
he saw the dead bloke ^ 

'* Stiodc ? ” 

" Well, ain’t I a-BHiyin' of hiiu ? " 
(snapped Butsoy, "yuss — Stiode , 
Fatnoi oomes omo m the bAimo ship 
es Strode and knows all about 'iin 
, havnm pn^( d iliamouds m ATnoav " 
“ \^at do ^011 mean by pugged > " 
"What I SiMj, in couist* Sttodo 
vot tboni dutinonde wrong- — ' 

" I T) H siul Paikina "J told 
)on so Hill 

" Well till 11 ," went on ibits< y lo.jk- 
ing mystiticd at the mention of the 
let lets, "fiithei dwlu't see whj lie 
shouldn't git tJu* diamonds, so ho fol- 
leied the dead bloke to this hoio 
Louuti) and como to toll old Fathix 
Don in the Poiiy Sueet keii Fathei 
Don and Foxy both went in with 
fathei " 

" To minder Mtiode " aud Allen 
" Not much* Till > wanted to rob 
liiui, hut didn't want to dance on 
nothink * Father Don's a flj one I 
was told«abouB the job, aiV sent to 
w xtoh tbr dead bloke f watched him 
in London, and he wos nevei oat of 
my Bight JLIc won coming down to 
thp} luao pUioe on Thursday — 

“ How do you know that f ” asked 
Hatk 

" Oaiise I knows the 'all porter at 
the Ooelph Hotel, an' ho telh me," 
said Butsey calmly " I outs an' tells 
Fathea Don’, and him and father an’ 
ali come to Westhaven on 
Wednesday to aoo him as ib oalled 
Mem ’’ 

“ He's another ol the ,>,i.ng^ ” 

" Bather He'a bin in with uB fui 
yefln, he hea. And he yos dom' the 
Vtcong man at Stag's mraus afi West- 
bttven. %(ber Don, he come down. 


knowing Meny 'ated Shode, to try 
and got him to do the robbm' " 

"Did Many agree ? " '** 

' In oouxBe be di^ only too glad to 

get a shot at Strode " 

" Do you mean to say Merry, ^t 
him'" , 

" Naow," said Uutsey, making a 
gCBtnre of irritation, " let a cove talk, 
111 tell }on if he shot him. ifyoull 
let me T saiv we woe all dftwn to 
Ii\ things on Wcdnesdaiv and I come 
along with a blessed logged kids' firoih 
an fuud, so as to inoike m self soife, if 
the pohee took a hand 1 didn’t Wont 
to be iiuved with no gAi)g. having niy 
good noiui' to rliiiik of ' 

Horace gnnned and inbUhd hta 
luiiiU, but 411en liownod "Go on,'' 
lip saitl Bbaiply, " and doii t play Iho 
fool " 

" Oh, I 111 a goiti’ on," was the uw- 
iiillieil lojdy, " ami I don't plaiy fh' 
fool without cniiBP, d've sou Well, 

1 WOB at the sUtion at Westb I'veti, an’ 

I sis‘s Sbodp comv I went off to toll 
Metiy, and be coinoi to tbo station 
and talks to Stiodc ' 

" That woe on Wednesday^ " 

" Vuss tttiodc sold m and ounio 
down, though AO didn t 'ojie to ave 
the pleasui u of his cosipuiiy tdl Tliuie- 
d'ly N\ oil, I trusd to eix what Giles 
wos a sal) mg, hut ho guvei me a clip 
un the cji and ••ends mo spiiimn', so 
I ( ouldii’t Vai I gocB to cnniplom to 
h^alhet Don, an’ when 1 git» ,baok, 
Stiuile’b away rand ^fonv too He'd 
stalled w flkin’ to Waigrovc, a poitei 
bile mo I wos about to foUer, when ■ 
Mony, he tomes uii and telld me, hoH 
go huusclf" 

“ That s a he,' said Alien "Alony 
was doing the strong mae that night 
in the iiious " 

“ No, be wasn't,” gunned, the hoy 
" I went to tho ouens, havin' nothin' 
to do, and 1 saw tho strong man It 
wos Cain Meiry, his son, he’s bke hiji 
father, and could do the fakemhata 
No one knew but tbo oireas ooves ’* 

“ Then Merrj'— — V ’ 

"'He went after Skoda. E told 
Fsitber Don an’ Foxy, an’ they awoce 
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awfi J Tiiev couldii t qtart aftei him, 
rib thny didn’t knu\i what ’ad hap- 
'pcn. and Menu’s .ui a^vM one vrben 

S ilt out, sotliei w Hill'll along o' me, 
'ye qee ’ Next daiy Meny oomc 
1x14^ Imt fund he’d left Strode a-goin 
to itic fif'd Deeps ' 

" WL.it dill Ji'atLei Don do? ' 

‘ TTi' lo tlio Jlod Deops ao 
Ifiuud till dead lilAVe Then he come 
haik ifiid Mriw tleiiy What ho SAid 
til mi 1 dun 1 1 now hat yathci Don 
-unt n e with .i tLligiam to stnd fioni 
thi St rlrUULsi Sti trill oilico, saiyuig 
thnf Still Ic noiddn'L bo down till 
I'lidii 1 tl^iiilc Fiithfi Don did that, 
tu givi loinii’ lo Mtiiy to get uy 
‘ Tl/il \ i*, tin lottg' am roi (“I oJ by 
Miib Sii'mIo afloi nine onTliuiMlay, I 
think ^ " said Ma'ik 

•' Viisr, lid Imlw i “I sent it 
i*al> lb’ the t id ts tiiok it to W*i- 
Mim foitmi it I'll I iite I cirines down 
Uam ftnm tuiin i,iK bade wiili tbo 
fiinh an I Ills, miino night to soli tlio 
pod *1 s, ail ii) \ rr oi inn* i ootnos dow ii 
•igm In toll Mis Ml 11 y i s CMm iioiild 
be oifi Ih’ iici dm 

“ Win dnl v'li do tlui ' Cun was 
bl lllf" hul'se 

‘ I kliowi'd lio Wlls Hut Mciij 
"Out mo to SI 0 if Misi hi a hod hcaiif 
o’ tlm death Tin r. 1 ent^- ’ 

"One nioniojit, >"aiil AlUn “if 
Hat he] Doir '■aw thf man il(‘,id, why 
diilii’t 1)0 take the wooJon h ind ^ 

" 'C^'ise he didn'tkiiowrit wos woilh 
auylhii)' till Ml jSI asks heii^ spoke at 
ih" jiupu'sl ' * 

• “ Alioiit its lii'ing dclivi'iirl to got 
Iht diniaoiids ’ " said Mask , “ quite 
so And von s.iw Mi flill buiy 
It ■»" 

“ Vuss ] vros told to w ati h him, 
I's Mt'iiv Slid ho know a lot about 
Pti 0(1 atjd il I lie w nsr come he might 

he al'Ubed ” 

“ A ole\ or plot, Well ’ 

, *' T lolloied bun itiid saw him bury 
soineUiiT'g I digs it up and taken the 
crobs OB lie put ovoi U to maak it 
Then J gives the and to Father Don 
an the cioss to Moiiy lie sends it 
to Hill to him, and sends it 


, thiough Gain Tfami Fathei Doit sees 
•Mr, Mvde, amt you knows the lest," 
“Not aJl, T guess," said floiooe, 
atretchmq a long arm and slinking the 
hoy, “say straight, you — you imp 
Did Meiry sj^oot^ " 

“ Of course ho did,” replied Bntbey 
chourfulh, " ho hated Strode, an' 
j yvantecL^o git them diamon&s Mciiy 
■ hod the blue pot ket liook, fur when I 
oome down to sen Miss Tjoiry at 
ShiUilon, I took the hook fioni licii y's 
I lju\ which woB in his room He found 
|« int with it and took it hack, hauninei'n’ 
I me fur btoaliii' But 1 gut thi note4,'' 
lidded Butse^ with satiaf.ictinu ‘ ar.d 
I apent three ' 

I “Mojiy •"icnis to be guilty,'^ said 
[ Ml Mask, “he ,ias absent t>uni tlit 
cucus oil that niglil and let his son 
I who K'sembles him rloseK —take lus 
I plan III bid the poflit-liook 
a.id ’ 

! “(jotthi duiinuiwl“ ’ No, hi didn't,’ 
Slid Bulscv hiibkl), hi ilidnt know 
os tho hind would upi n I ioiinJ 
tb,it out tiom a li'ltci L "iiv t lU Mi 
Masl , and tote ole P'albit Don Hi 
I opined the hand- tbit w>s luei he 
1 S.IW voii, Mi M isk ') It he roun’ 
nothin Thill lie giu-,siil »>- JIiJl- 
youi lathei, Mi Mlfii--lii<i got the 
I diamonds, '-tnn’ he Iful ti'i han', 

I wtile looking fill SOUK piipji An 
I Merry got the paipoi u'fl ul tho 
pockot-lioOk, ' said Bii*",*:, * .in’ 

I showml it to Don Wot Don did wiT.h 
I it J dur.iio ' 

'He gni the dinninndv with it," 

I Siud Allen* giiuily, ‘ I'ld has escaped 
' But L don’t think Meriv will He's 
> at bliaiiton now, as thiMiiioiiais again 
theic by pailicuJrU lerpiost of the 
townsfolk Wc’ll go over to uight, 
Parkins, and see linn peiloim then 
we'll catch him and make him confess '' 
“Will you have him arrested V" 
asked ilora^ coolly 
“ Wo 11 sie when the time comes,” 
said Allen shoitly “ Mask——’ ” 
*1'11 remain heie and look aftei 
this boy, Mo^i Tram ” 

Butsoy made a giimace, bat so the 
matter was armoged 
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^ mss LORY'S LAST ^PSAilAltCh '119 

Vr^/r ^ biilly osproesed And ’badly 
rraUkTTEB Xjati * wntteo, yet the accent frf truth, imw 
Y troo iflM Loiry knew well thM 

uiBB f.oBRY'a liiM'VPtiAaJkTuOh, iSaltaifiliaAreally loved her.and would 

^ 'not have given hei up unlete the 

Thebb was no doubt that «Btag‘4 leeult had been brought about l^the 
yirous was agieatsnoee&atShantoh loacbinations of the ^wager «Sh.e 
tVitbin a oompaiati'vely ahoit period giound her teeth and orusbed up the 
t had played three oiigagel)^ents in iLlter m hei hand » 

the httlo town, two peifoimanoes eaoh “ T m done lot, ’ ahe aaid fiiyoualy. 
liime, and on. evoiy occafaioi* the lent * Td hav egn on anything to have bem 
waa full Now it naa the veiy last Lad) Saltais, anil 1 could have tamed 
ii’ght, aa Stag announeod , the oiicuo | that tool loiind m) fingri L'vo 
would next turn ita atU 11 tiun tiOW.U(.U,| ii,ked a lot togrt tJie position, ^and 
ixuiusing till- Ninth C'onsi'qupiitlv huio 1 lo bold h> tiUat biute I uiainod 
llu> tent Wits iiamuied to its utmost I M,hpn 1 wna a silU gnl h I coiiUlkill 
capacity, duel Stag, loahug about m a j Inro kill hiui," bhi> umttcrci),, “and 
fur eoat, with a gigantic eigai, was in ; ne it 's, I m a good mind to thiaah 
a 'vci\ good liumoui | liim, biid so Siij^mg sho grasped a 

Noll LO Miss Ijoiiy Tbatlul^ was 1 iiding-vfup Jmil\ It wxs iisod to 
•ilruady diLssq^l lu iidmg-lialjir and , tiling White Piiobin to huh]pc tion, but 
tall bat to shoii oil tl’O puis of bei | M>ss laniy wab ()iiiU' lold enough to 
lulobtaU-d stJluui ^VhllO Kobn., and ; u\ itnoilecloti tbn biiinan hiuto 


Fhebb was no doubt that «Btag‘e 
^irous was a gieat snoee& at Shantoh 
Within a oompaiati'vely ahoit period 
t had played thiea oiigagel)^ents in 
the httlo town, two peifoimanoes eaoh 
liiiiie, and on. every occobici* the lent 
was full Now it was the very last 
ii’ght, aa Stag announeed, the oiicuo 


him kill hiui," bho uiatterci),, “and 
ne it 's, Im a good mind to thiash 
liim, vnd so Siijiiug sho grasped a 
nding-vhip Jnnil\ It wis iisod to 
tiring White Piiobin to hubjection, but 


she sat 111 her lip Mioi dicssinj, tooiii > 
fuming with angoi MisiLori\ alu us 1 
inhisted on huibg a dicsyitig-uioni to ' 
huself, although the aeioinuKidatinn 
m that wav was small Hut slu b.ul ] 
such a tempn and was snob vn ! 
attiactiou tint thi grtai Ht ig tnii- | 
soutid she should U- hiuruiuud in 1 
this way She had a hot tb ol (bam > 
pagriG beside hi 1 and w as taking luuii [ 
tlian was go«id fui bei,cuiis]Juiing die j 
was ahovt to per lot in with a boise ' 
noted foible bad leuipei iuh* i band 
Miss Lony hela an open bttei wliuh 
wall the cause of her wiath Tl wib 
fiom Saltais, wiittuii in a sch'iullioy 
bond, and 'announcf d that* be cunltl 
nevi't many hii, is he w.\a now 
awaio through the dowagi-i liul> 
Epsen, that she, Mi^s Lurry, was a 
married woman “Jhave las<n with 
tho dowager to iihe uhuicb 10 Ijondon, ' 
said the lotkr, “ so I know them’s no 
mistake I tlnnk you ve treated mo 
veiy badly I loved von anil would 
have madu you my -wite Now ovtiy- 
thing IS off, and ill go 1 . ik and inoiiy 
'my cousin blva Stiiido '* 

'Tharo ware a few more lenroacbes 
to the offoot that the Jad^ bad^ broken 
tlie wntor’e heart, and although those 


Sliui tly shu SI at a iriessago fot 
Jsigiioi Antomo, and iii a lew minutes 
(lib s iiresented hiuiself with a grm 
lia <\as really t(» goon foi hispoifoim* 
aiiLU and the Ib-bbiiigs sliuwed oil 
his luagiiiliK-ut iigun to advanlagv 
TTt looked leiiiaikably baudsomu, as 
he lacrd the futnius woman coolly, 
and ipirurkably hapjiy when bo 
Uiuiight of a (Lrtiiiu paicol of notes 
h(' bad tlmt alteuionn pl'iied in the 
sale ki'opiiig ut till bbantun Hank 
“Will Uoll," said he cooby, “hO 
Viui know the -woiat, do ,ou ? r\ou 
wouldii'l look iTi such a i.ige if you 
d-dn’l ” 

Alls- Loiiy I used her whip snd 
bruiiglit ii sill 11 11 ^ icinss tiie eyes of 
Signor Aiitu'iio “ Aou bound I " sho 
saiil, 111 11 ronci titrated voice of h.vle, 
“ r Klioubl like to kih you ' ” 

Alciry Eiu ilcdied it tho whip, a)id, 
twisting it from bet giip, ihuiw it on 
tlic door of the eaiavan “Thais 
enough,' bo said m iv quietly ilaiigei' 
ouB voice “ You’ve struck mo once/ 
Pon’t do it again or 1 11 twist youi 
heck" 

“Oh no, you won't,” said Miss 
Ldiiy, showing hei fine white teet'n, 
“wbiUi do you mean by splitting? ” 


i 







" I *^aB pud tu do 90, said Meny oireos ^ would hffve fckroad mo to 
coolly , " so now you know the Worst, kve with you tgiaa, but tbst I « 
*‘Gon'l ki'en me ohatteimg hero loArtied of your WArCEnwo manciaQe 
^ flight I 'lave to go on soon " t ]t wad only my thnat 9 ( Hgamy theft • 

X have my tuio hrst," wdd bXlM kept you away r 

Loii^glauoingatapiintodbiUmimed "Yon mtondod tooOmtmt blgamv 
aguqst tbo wall of We lan. “I must with LoAl Saltare,'' said Meay 
speak out, or bill St,' she puthet band sullenly, “and I was ^Umg enough 
to her thioat as thou^ sbo woie to let yi|U Hnt you wrote to Mies 
( lioking “ You beast,” she ciied Strode saving you'd Stop me going to 

fuTiousy, ” have 1 not antfurod enough YV aimve '' 

at yom hauds ali&ad> ? ’ “ Bo 1 could by threatening to 

“You weip alwa-ys a tigress,” piOBomite you foi bigamy' 
giuwledMpiiy, bhtinkiDg back bofoie . Meiiy shrugged bis' sbouldere 
her^uiy, " I tn.niicd \ou wbeu you '• Well, wliat good would that do’.” 

Mas a blip of 4). gill ” he asked brutuly “ t haip confessed 

“And a fool a ' ct< ' the inyselt, and now joii can dowhat sou 
Monan* beahiig bci liieast, oh, like Old Ijim 1 \ Tpseu paid me hltoon 
wliat a tool 1 was ' You knois my ! hundred pounds lor blioxiping *yOut 

• /atliPt was <1 tiding niastei, aiiu ” j rn.iiii.ige with S<iJtais and now it’s 

“ And liov inu lode to show off to | oil Im going to l^outh Aiiioa,’ 
tllh pupils'* said Mf iM with aooaise huibhed Ihp man 
laugh “Ijuatdo It was the tiding ' XU piosucntn jou,” pouted hie 

took me ’ wile 

‘You came as a g'-oora,” panted “No, son won't,” he tinned and 
kliss liOiiy, hxiog hua with a btcch looko I at her -.hamy,*** f know a little 

gl.iip, “and I wav idiot (uough to .diout }on, mj lady — ' 
idmno youi good looks I laii away llcfore he could hiiisb his bontenoe, 

with you, and wo weic nuiiiul ” 1 the n inio of Missljoiiy w,is culhdfcr 

“T ilid tbo straight llnng ' eaul J hci tiiin She puked np Iho iiding- 

C files “you caiit deny Ih^t” I wbiji and gave Giles anolhei 

“I wish I had dud, lathei thai^ .wiiisv Ihu oyob, then with a taunting 
iiiaiiy jou, ' she b,rtJ saingely "I I UiigJi sho bounded ot*t ot the van 

louad in^bpii hoiiiiil tu a Inute You Giles, lidt aloue, bct his tijetli and 

Htiuok me — you ill-tioilpd me within swoic • 

a ) ear of out ni ii 1 1 ige ’ Tie wu'S about to leai e tli^ caravan, 

Mqn> lifted a look ol his Mavk haii inlenduig to see Miss Lon} no more, 
and snowed a scar ' You did that, .ruT decidnig to go away from Bhmiton 
hn said , “ you Hew at ’ ifo with a in d.i} witli hib money, foi Liondon 
' *11111X0'' /n wiite te ^luth Afj ica, wheump the 

“ I wish £'d 1 lilt'd you,” muttoicd | stops came Alien Behind him vrasa 
Miss Lioriy ‘ And then >011 Uft me, 1 ixiu'il lady 

1 found out aftPi wards }ou ba^l “Whut are you doing here?” de*- 
manied tnat fodineis fliughtei in inanded Mf>rry, starting back, "get 
Waigrovu bocauhe rou got a little away This place is tdt the per- 

nioo^ wj.tli her Then jou Jell her toiincis ' ■ 

also, ^u Ijiuto, and with a baby “And feu murderais alsth" said 
Thank God. I ^uaver bore you any Allen blocking tha way rcsolutel}, in 

5 }bil^on' Ah, and YOU were in tnto spite of the s^enw apoeunan of 

that bad lot of Mill, aud Strode, and physical strengto he saw mfore him. 
fbither Boa, who was kicked oub *' J know yot^blr, Giles Msixy ” 
of tho anoy fox cheating at cards '* Wfa^ do you know 7 *' adeed 
jaa teU. lower uid lowei, and when Merry, tumftig pole, 
y^ipund I jsws makuiguioDeyinthe “I'ki^ tout yoiaidmft^^rodftr->~*>'’ 
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**14^8 A lie/' BAtd Merry fiereoly 
"I was at the ouous — — ^ 

•< Cain was at tbs atou'^ Ho pei- 
* foinied ID yow stead oa tbat uujbt at 
•^esthttven Yon followed StiMe to 
tho Kctd De^ whete be mot^ioy un^ 
happy father, and yon Shot him 
buy Butsey has oonfussod bow no 
found ^e blue pookut-tKiik, taken 
Iroin Httode's body, m yoiu box You 
took It back, but the Iioy letaiiif'd 
the notes and was Imood tberobv 
Tlutse} IS in custody, and you iilao 
will bo aricbted , 

. Men y gasped and Skl down hca> rly 
“ It’s ti he I SAW Ihitsey with the 
pockct')>iu)k, aui] look it fiom him 
it was ill liio book 1 found the paper 
wbfeli Don «Jio\ved to join faLhot, C 
uo\tr knew thiie was mv nok** 1 
dun t know wbeie Bntsev stole ib'‘ 
IxmI 

" He took it liofu jou ’ 

“Its,, he 1 toll ^ou * Cl led 
fianiiiall>, Aid scoJiig bis darigei “ 1 
was nert i neiu tho Kid lioips As1 
Caui, Jtid he 'I toll >o'i I and not ho 
{jtiifoiuied Tft pdfoiru inv /neks' ’ 
said Arpiit vnb a blicei , " wbv be 
cnuldut do Uioni — lie luiii'l Ihc 
sti •ngib I svroai, Mi JliH, bj all 
thatb bull 1 w's not jt the Iti'd 
Jlecps ’ ■ 

"You wne, baid tlu woman he- 
biod AUen, iind Ih'i Stiode putbed 
past hci, lonr " Vllcn and 1 c une to 
this ciie'as to lo( Cain uiid gut him to 
speak about Jiis (,ppi\uiiiK iui -^ou at 
Webthaicii Wu ( anie lound to the 
back, by*p<‘ULtiSRioii of Slag 

When we were passing bcio, 1 
he<wl you laugli Ji w is ^e laugh f 
hi ai d lu my Jieani — a low, taunting 
laugh——’ 

“ The dream ? ’ said Mcuiy agbaat , 
“1 leinembei reading wbat you said 
at the inijnest, Misb Stinde, and then 
my eiUy witO'-the fiibt wife, said 
Merry, coirocting faunsefT, ^talked of 
it But dienms are all laiseiiae ’ 

*' My dioam was not, (rilee Tho 
hocTy Was bi ought homo, and the five 

knockb weio gnen * 

“i)y Butsey? ' said M^y ooo- 


iempBiOQBiY ; “ bles’i you, Miys Evs,’ 
the ooy was hid^ on the verge of 
tile eonuDon when you and Mr, AHdl!^ 
tvure walking on ^ night yw ‘ 
faUiev's body was brought h^e ' xoa 
ioJd Mr Allen: your drum/' 

" Yes, E\a, so you did,'* said^Uen 
" Well then, Bntsey beard you, and 
being a little beast oa he alwayu is, 
when he met those three moB 'tnth 
the ])od> bo came too, aud'luioaked 
hio times as you described to Mr 
Allen That foi dreams," saidL Merry, 
snapping bis fiiigeia 

E^a was slightly disoonosrted 
“That IS explained she said, 

“ but the laugh T heaia in my dream, 
tiud liuaicl lust now m this'earaTun, 
i-ai t it was you wbo laughed, Giles, 
and yon who shot niy tathei ” j 

M nr^ stiitod, and a led spot 
appeal ed on lua oUoek " T wotider 
if Boll iliil kill bun oftor all?” be 
mniiuiiiid to hituudf, "shos got a 
vile tuinpir, and poihaxis — ” 

\Ihn was about ti> mtenapt him, 
when Uioic cairiu a oiy pi dismay 
lioni tho nircus tent, and then a shnli, 
teiiih](‘ scream Tbcte S an oeoi- 
ilisit'’ ctiod Mony, bounding past 
Ilvi and Allen, ''Wbitf' Eiobiti s dune 
at last, ’ and hci dibappeaiud 
The SCI cams continued, and tho 
iioHo 111 tlie ti nt Suddenly tbeie 
was tlio sound of two shots, and then 
1 ii>ai from the audienoe A crowd 
of liightoned women atid i^iUdien 
c.unt pouiiiig out Erom the book 
laiiie SlSg and Ahriy and lloiaoe and 
oihois (allying tbi mangled body of 
Miss liOirv She was inscnstblo and 
h(u face was cohered with blood 
Tho leaiN w(?io stioammg down 
Slogs fare “1 knew that brute 
would kill heu some cUv," he said 
“ 1 always warned ber— «h, pool BoUl 
Take hex into the van, gentlemen 
Bbo'U have the linost fqnmal, — send 
foi a doctor, can’t yfcu > '' 

Eva shrank book m horrpi ht uie 
bight ot tliat manedface The wtnoan 
opened lier eyes, and they ieatod,on 
the gh] A flash of mtsrest oame Into 
them and then she fell Inok uneon* 




e>ooi» and Mai> c^tiiod her 

irlo tlie van, Duti iloraco, saiioodtiiiii^ 
^ 3 pioi^ to iinotlu'i lioiaoi, juiued 
\llon and Miw Strode 

“It vraa teiiible, be said, wiping 
hiH fooo, whiph was pale ‘uid gi:a>e, 
'‘afteS^*;;;ou lert ir.o to soeCun, Mibs 
Loin'cnteietl on hei wbito stalbnn 
Sbo ws'i Pot \cry sto.iiHN lu tlio sadtllo 
- <tiink, I fancy sbe pub bho 

hoi so bhvongh some of fus tucks .ill 
Tight IhiL he set nit il to be out of 
temper^ vnd leaied She lio^iin. to 
tliiko him Innously with hei whip, 
and ijiito lost hei sell euntiol lii. 
grew inoiH sat ago and d.ishcd hci 
igaiQst the jkHo ui t1 c tent Tfow 
ic hapiieicd f cant si^ hut i a 
munuiit he was olt nnd on the gmnnd, 
iWitli the hoisc Mvaging liti t)b, Lhi 
stit luib, Mid Ffoi ue liibuig liH lips, 
“ paoi iv(ini,i'i ' 1 h.id in^ Ihiiingn 

in iii\ puektt and .ilinost withoui 
thinking I leaped into the iing and 
lan up to put a cuiqile of built t-> 
ihrougli tho brutes hc.id White 
ilohm is dead, and ihxu .Miss Loirv 
soon will he,’ and he 'iipiil Ins lau 
.igaui 

Alien and tlva heard tins ucitd 
honor -stiuck,.ind then iinotheil man 
pushed past them lit w is Itillnwi d^ 
by a h.\nd'-oinu Iki\ iii i led |iiM>y' 
" Cam -Cam, ' eiied hut ne 

merely tuint'd tor x n'lmmul ,nd lihuu 
dibap}H>ared into lln v.m Muii\ 
came out almost Jiuinidudely, still in 
his itSf^diC'iHbiid loukir.!' .isl]> wliitr 

“ Bhe’a dune lot, ho wlu'.ptud to 
, Allen, “ she can't Use aiiobhi i lioui, 
toe doctor s.sys 1 11 ph iiigc, uiul lumii 
baok Miss blva, ' ho adde^, liumi g 
to the lionot-stinck giil, “vou want 
to know who hiogheil ui the sail * It 
was Miss Iioiiy ’ 

*' Youi wife *” aaid iil\a, ssilh pale 
Iipe , “ Uien she ” 

‘*lf >uu belie\o in that dream of 
you) B, she did,’ sand Mci is , and mos ed 
at?ay *bcfoie Alien could stop him 
Ooin appoued at tho top of the tan 

" Mibs Eva 9 ' ht jaid, ** she snvt 
you, and ehe wants you *' 
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“ l!o, no ^ ' fiaid Allen, bolding the 
girl back 

*“ I must,” bald Eva, luoaking away , 
« you come too, Allen f must leain 
tho tintli If Miss Ijozry laughed 
she panbud and looked round, *' ob, 
bOY, dieSim — rxtj dieara * ' she bud, 
aid. ran up the stops 

Miss Lcyiy was lying on tlio llooi, 
with her lleadbuppoited bj a'oUbliiou 
ITci f.ico w as pale and stie ikcd w ith 
MooiJ, but hei eyes wcuc* calm, and 
filled with lecognUion of Eys The 
docloi, Imceling K>sidp the dying 
\Wuiii, w.w giving her some hiandy, 
and Cam, lu his led jeisei with a 
-.nixll ilibk m his hand, w utod nexi 
flu ilooi Kllcn .nid Ho>.up, with 
thin liatb otl, stiHid bebind him* 
‘I’m glul, said Miss Lc,/iv, 
gasping “[ \vinb to speak Dout 
>ou h*t -Siiltais — iiiaiij vou, ’ she 
liioiigLt oiib the wuids with i^ieat 
toi«( iiid hei liLul fell liiV k 

“ You MUstii t talk, s ud the doetui 
laintly • 

“ \mldMiu' ’ 'sill asked, opuuiug 
L( i spicndi 1 cvi s 

The doetoi uoddid, anil Cain I'lirc 
Joixv.iid WjUi tin teals stiiiiming 
do\,ii In, l.ut "Oh, let 'lie spi ik 
di*.ii Miss LmiV, ’ Jjc siid, ‘let ipo 

pi.i> ' - ” , 

“ Ni* ’ si'd ihi' woman faintl} " I 
! ii.ust Uilk to Miss Eiii ThaYb iinieh 
to IV f'nine .iiid kneid clown Irtsidu 
mo. Ho i* ^ * 

lb., dul so, .xnd took Miss Lioii\ s 
luiid The iljiii^ woman s'l'iUd 
“ 1 ui glad to htiM' >ou h> sue, when 
1 p.is*, ' fttio s.»u* , “Mr llill. White* 
Ibrinn bo dubi t mean to I was not 
*vc H I should not have atiuck him " 
lit s dcivl, ’ s ud the deep voice of 
the \niciican , “ 1 shot bnn ” 

“Uhot luiu> bald MtgB Loiiy, 
snddenlv iMs’ng hetscll , “ Bhot who ’ 
not Blrude Lt was 1- it was f 
who- • 

“Miss Loiiy- -lot itie pray," cned 
Cam xeliemnutly , “make yom poitco 
with oni dear, fotgivbig Master ” ' 
“Yon'ie a agood boy, Cam You 
bbould have Im>pp my son Rut I 
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iiiuHt t^nfMa im sizib before ] a^k wanted to be liady SiillAn, IitAules, 
rotgiv^nra? IVu HiU, haM' jqju 1 Tovpd him 1 al«ni\s Joved him 1 
papal and a peiu^ f- -ah, ^ve mo Aad auoh a oruel nfo with Giles — 

* some biandy " • Fwoa oo woaty of nditiff — 1 tbongbt I ' 

* While the dootot did bO, Horaoe f mtfjht dio pool 1 have aaved money 

piodnced a Btylograpbie pei^ and u — but nub so niueh as 1 said Ltold 
slieot ofpapei born trSm hia pookteF Balters 1 had tiTi, hniidrod a yeai 
liook Iio ptisid thrse to Allen, nmo hut I iLive only two houdiod polinds 
also and knelt hv Loir/ altogether When that w.^s gone, 1 
llo i]iuto nndi'i stood that the bought T might stotve If ni> beanty 
umeidilo oieatiire i\as about to vionl^if f mot with an nccuknt — no, 
roidrsi Lei ctinic Stig appeared 1 ooulil not t.icu p>}VOTty Besidos, 1 
,it the duoi, but did not. \ontme lo\ 0 (l Baltais, i ii ally loved him X 

linthcr Ctiin saw him and pushed^ iinplurid \o'n fithei to liold bis 

bun baik ‘ Lei hei die in peace hi*' tongue (iiles could sa\ nothing, os 
said, and ici'k. Stag ava> 1 could stop him hv thiealcning to 

*' J)i> lull want us lo lemain ' “ taid piosecuto him icvi* Ingan^- Only your 
the ilocto*] gi‘rit1> Itithei knew - 

‘ fes J want to till c\c‘»y one Again she b u1 to gasp foi bicath, 
whit I did Ml Jl'll, wMte it down <ind then went on iiipiilLv as though ^ 
1 hope III 1i\L> to sign il shf fi iied she wunid not Kat till she 

“I .ini i(.hXv, fiid Mien pluing hid told all '* Yoni titlui bohnvtd • 
111! pipi i, and poising the jh ii ! like i hiiiiie 1 h'lteil him When ho 
Mist lj )i]> lad soiiii inoie h*aud> « line that night to Wistha\en, 1 

\ liglil ( mu luto bit c>es, and h**t heaid fiom Biitse) of hia am\al, and 

101(0 ,i]su btrittne stiongd that he had gone to the Itol Deeps 

“ Hold my hand ' she s,i,id to Eva How Hutst y know, I can’t say Hut 
“ 11 \oii keep holding it, f 11 know I was not rai ui the hills till veiy late 
mu Juigive nv' I -1 hliot your it the \eiv (nd id the pnigiamme 
L it hi 1 ” I had it good, uuick horse, lud 

“ \mi but why ' ' askud Eia, SiiddUd it myself- -I took a pistol —1 
i^licist anti tided Vi idinot >oui tatbei, anti 

' Dor t tuVe away youi hand-- close his mouth foi otei It was his 

lion t J''iir< i\e mi f was mid I own fiult- how could 1 lose Baltats, 

i.new ytfer I itlu t mmy ><sis ago .itid lace poviity .ind ~ihbgi,vce ? " 

Tie was^^cinel to me Ciilps would Theie was .inothci pause wlulo 
Lave Iie«‘n a bollfi hushand but foi Mien’s pen set dow'ii what she said, 
mill fiithei When Bltodc f enn and turn with an (Uuit uhd con* 
t i!l him Stitxle, cant 1 ' when he tmiieil ’-I went to the Iltd Deeps 
caint liaok fioiii Boutb ^hicn, he and w'ajlid behind sumo tiees It^ 
ca’iu to tho ciicus, when wc wire wai close on nine I s.nw your fatbei 

ne,u Jjondon He found nut ms waitmg by the spiing Itw-isakind 

addxss fioni Gilts, with whom he of t«sihght, and, hidden by the bubhes, 
liad much to do, and not always I was re.illy quite neai to him He 
doing the best things either Rtrode was ivaitmg lor some one At fust i 
said he wanted to mairy yon to thought J would spo i>k to him again, 
R^iltnis, and he heaid that Saltats and implore his pity, but I he 
wajitiil to mnny mo He told mo would do nothing -1 knew also he 
ihsit ho would stop the Aiimogo, by was going to Waigiure, and would 
loieiliug that I was G<.cbs wife — toll Mts kferntbat 1 was hci> hifb- 

ab I ” , band's wife I wibti'd my ohsnoe to 

Another sup of brandy gave her hie I had tethered the horse some 
strength to go on, and Mien sot down distance away'. As I looked there 
all she aaio ' f was fufious f | came a shot which endenlly hit 
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Stindc'oti the Arm, fot he put bis 
h^d up vud wheeled round I never 
6W]^ea to think thnl sunie one wm 
trjruig to kill him dsu, 01 T ehoulil 
have let the woik )>e dune by that 
peiHot ” 

“J^hd you know who the poison 
was ? ’’ 

■‘No, I did not boc,'‘ said MibS 
fjoii-v laiiitly “I Ivid no oyes save"'{ 
ioi BtrcSlo Oh, hotv 1 lMte<l him ' “ 
a plonm of nni'<>r passed ovei liet 
white ffice "When hr wheeloil to 
faro tlio nlhei pribou who shot, 1 saw 
tbit^u‘> hrrist was tninrd laiilv 
toM niK tne J shot 1 itn llnoii'' thr 
hr.iit ( was a (jooil shut," j ‘di.d 
Miss Jjdiry piuiidl>, " loi I rained 
my Jivm,; in tbi micas at onr tiint 
< Iw •ihootiti)' , 1 ” ih( I( male oowlKJ^ 
uio iiuioni<iiul\ of thr plnasr did not 
soOiU to stiiki' hri ts giot) wquo " 1 
bcod hoino one niiuun!.' awsiv, hut 1 
did not mitul T >]uaug out of ilio 
hush anil boaidud hiR pockets I 
thoujiht hu might have act do\>ii 
BOiuotlunK about lay m I'-nago in bia 
papris I took the blu« {hk I rt-book 
and tbrn rwlc bad q<imhl< to Wist 
hnsuii, whriG T auisoil ut tiinr foi 
riiv turn That ball La*!) me sign tt ’ 



Chun drew ber bitok '* \ak nui Iioid ‘ 
aad Maa^r to fei^glse you < ’ I a wd 
m piercing toneab “ Oh, pray, Miss 
Lony— pray for foxgiveness I ' 

“ ^ have been too great a siuuer ' 
Thw greatest Sinner may lotnin , 
y abk Ifiin to forgive i ' 

SvA could Itear the sight no longe . 
ehe walkbd qniekly out of the tent 
ind aliiiost famird in Allen s arma 
as she CJiiR down the ^iid 

within they hOiird the dying woman 
fdtrimgK Lr£ie>itii>glbo Liitdapiayei 
as Oiun bpokr it 

‘“Foigni us oni ties-pabhps aa 
wr foi ',11® tliosi wlio — - ' 

Thru thr weakrr voice died iwa*. 
mil only th, drai tunes ol tbq l,ul 
CDiild be lif.ird iiniahmg tbc snbliuit 


CllLPTllR X\1V 

Tlir VUMl/'fi op THJ’ -.FLIi? 

V \r'B afti I th» di itli 1 1 Mhs lJOLl'^, 


Bbodid DO p,uuially,aud ttionAllrn*) two ladirs sal in Mis I’ ilnii I’sdiaw- 


and Hoiiiico appciuUd tlmii naims as 
witnex'irs 


mg loom Out* w.is1fac) w'uhiw In iselj, 
' I luokiiig .is pi r tty aud us (onvnoii as 

“How oaij'o the pooliot hook into I cmi, altbougL hbr now ibisv'd m 


kfuny’s pooDCsaiun >” It was Allen 
who a|k(.‘d, and jMiss fiony irplied 
diowsiTy'- 

"Butsey stole tbo pot ket b^k hoin 
my looms' Ho s.iw the 'lotos which 
1 left in it lUid when 1 was out hr 
found wheie T kept U f iichcvo Mei ly 


iiiuir bubdutsl tints, thnnks? tu hei 
r,Oiiipaniou's li cquont adinnuitions 
I'jia was iitai hoi, wildi a bilgfit and 
( i.}icctAnt look nil lici fauc, tV) rhongli 
she iirtioipaU'd the aiiival of some 
onr It was manv months siuoo 
Allen had gone out to Bolivia, and 


took It fiooi him, iiiid then — oh, how 1 llufi day he was ixpeeted back with 


weary t am 
The doc'Oi made a sign, and Allen, 
putting the oonfe«sion into hia pooket, 
nipved away with Hoiooo Ev « bent 
down and kissed^ the dying woman 
'*{ foigiv^ you," Bliu said, "iialerd £ 
foimvc you. Yon acted under a 

sudden impulse and 

"Thank (lot you foigiire rue," said 
Jtflas tiorry * 

INt wifold ^hfavo ffpokeu but that 


Ml Iloiaoo I’oikins Befmr ho de> 
partial again for Bouth America, a 
oeromony wojUI take plaoelo convert 
pjva Stiode into Mrs Hill 
'■roi suiy T don't know what I 
sliall do without you, Eva tlear," said 
the widow lor the tenth tiuio that day 
"Oh, you'll have Mr Potkiiis to 
ooqsole you, instance ” 

" Ml parkins, indued t ■' said Mn 
Baluei fcostUng 1 nr bead* f^hu and 
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Bva WHO both m oveouig-clxoas, and 
weio V^iUt'ng for the guost* AU^ 
• was oomisg, also bi^ mother a\]id Mr 
■I'dtkius “1 don’t know why you 
tJioiUd say that, deal ^ j 

Flva laughed ’‘I*have 
ituiulM*! of letteiB with tbo Bolivian 
st imp on them, Ounstaiice-? — •” 

“ Addfesspd to > ou £ shoflld thmk 
sn But soiiiothmg hettei than 1( ttcm 
14 uMuing this excning, Bva ” 

“ Don f ti V to Q(<t out ol the pubt 
tion," Ba<d Afiss Stiode, slipping her 
(iiin rnund the waist of tho widow, 
“'^on uioated it >onrsclf Bebidcs, 
Mien toll! jm* in hii lotte? that Mi 
Paikins Balked of no one and notluug 
but j un And think, dear, you won't 
liari. lO iltei youi initials, Conslanee 
Vhikitis soumU just IS well as 
('oimlaiiei I’llairi * 

lietlri, I rbiTik I don't deny 
tlut I like Ml I’atkiiis ' 

" Cull Ihiii IToiace— — ” 

‘ Hi hnii'r given m tho light 
Voii lutget 1 saw bun onl} iui a 
month ni bo, when ho waMhotne last " 
y*i,i saw hitu long enough to fall 
lu In.u with him ” 


hut hotii ladies were astoniBhed whsu 
ithey saw tho lawyer. “ Well, this I*. 
If a BUtpnse,” said the widow, giving her 
I hand 

I '■ I thought X would oomo, as^s is 
^ AUen’s wolootne home,” saidf Mr 
Mask, "you don't miod?” ' 

" J am ilelighted ” 

I " And yon. Miss Strode 7 ” 

^ 1 “ 1 am pleased too C look au yu" 
, fie one of my best fneDds,” said ]i!\a, 
who did not foiget that ehe owayl Mis 
Psilmurs pioteotion to the lawyer's 
' kindness “ Alia llill, how aie yo'i ’ ” 
“I tbnik you oan oaU me mothoi 
now,'' said the old lady ...b she giuetod 
hei son's pioinised wife with r kiss 
Ob ' " baid Allen, who looked 
hi un^cKi and v ery hi, *' I thi nk, mother, 
you aie usuiping my piivilegc ” 

‘ Why should it be a privilege 7 * 
B.ud Jlotace, casting looks at tlio 
widow, ' why not make itaunivinsal 
custom ’ 

"Jn thatiiiVhe f should " began 

I Afis Palinoi 

“ No, you Bhouldn’t,” said Hoiaoc, 
'* the world wouhln t let you ’ 

“ Lot jjio what > You don't know 


‘ I (lun’G deny lli.it -to you, hut if 
he <lai«><- *0 AsK mo tn bo biB wifu, I'll 
tell him vib.il’ I think 

Qmte bO, *aiid tlinn wu can Ixi 
ni.tii led ifn tho same day i to A.lli>n, 
iiid you *8 TIui ace Pai kins Korat ra- 
bci IfoTivX isTichnow — thctoinohas 
timied out splendidly ” 

“I’m noli enough without that,' 
eaiil Mis Pidniei with .i hno uuloui , 
“if r Di 11 ty lb will lie to please myself 
r have hod guite oiinugn of marry mg 
foi money, and much good it’s wno 
me " 

“ \ on have dono every ono good,” 
said lliva, kissing her, "think how 
kind yon weM tome, tbioughout that 
temblo time when— ^ " 

" Tlaik ( ” said Mib J^aliiatr, launng 
a je wtdied fiuger . “ at las ' " 

I ^ Shot tly the dool o^ned and Mrs 
’ '■ 11*011 tfcied, followed by Allen and 
‘ e and by Air V ' vs had 
-.eon ' » 

I ' hijr 


whab I was jboat to '■ay ” 

. /loirice would have lespouded, 
iiiit tbc gong thiindeied 

“ A uu wero about to Bay that yon 
hoped wc weio hungry, " baid Mask 
slyly , « tiiat IB what a hostess usually 
says ” 

“That,'' said Mis Palmu lu her 
tuin, “ is a hmt Mr Uill, will you 
take m lSra7- -Mr Mask ” 

"I oJlei my aim to Mrs Hill," said 
the old lawyer 

“Jn that cabo,” saod tile widow, 
smiling, and with a look at tho log 
Aiiiciican, “I must oontunt myself 
with you ” 

Hoiaou said something which made 
her smile and blush, and then %hey* 
all went m to a dauty meaL which 
every one eujoyed. After the tcmble* 
i^ponences of a year ago, eaeh person 
Roemed bent upon eiqoyment, and the 
mepi was a Very bright one. When 
it was eBded, t& gentleinoii did not 
sit ove' thnir Winer, bat**j^ned the 
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Utlui almost iinuicdiatcly Mis Pt. 

t -mr.. rr.li .. 4 k. 
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t,u p M ou II I'lid ]ict 111 tbtf )'ardL‘n, 
she -iifl, ‘ U's qnito a p<‘rfecl niybt ol J 
ifii Tndiiui buuiijit'i, tbcicfuK' 


,.j _ . bfio he a luipp^ t»D«, and 

i)ii‘i )iud Ilib Jill) norp 111 ‘>bo fcniftd joor fathoi njs liLMy to 

di luinij-iuoii) UkiJif* in lov' i.ouos,« rob h« of ah ojepeetod hfa\fn, sha* 
bill Hi a W's nijilicio to be bcen Isbot him ' 

Allo^ loulicd iiouiid, anilMis Paluiei viih tljp truth had not bion 

iiii};}iLiI lit lh( si^lii ol Ills anvious n^de piibhc, tLiou;;h,” naid Ki .i 

\ ou II I'liJ liu III the garden,” f My dear, it \iAs neccbs.ii >, so as 

lo Trniyve all bl<uiio fiou>a.uiy und 
^^ho may baie bo<ii stispa tisi Pooi' 
wait fui furthlk4 Stig. hoivevei, UtU> not able to si\u 
lij).ittMl at ouci^ l^liss Loiiv tlio splendid tuueiiil lio 
wisbis] to^'ire, out ol iLspeut Aisou 
1 •'o\»’ she wit. buiitd i' i\ rjuictlv 
(hiiv [liiiiioi' .md T a>'d Saltais Uil 
lovtfd hi I to I 1 1 pi ivc* 

“I) dn t liti liiisbaiid ’ ’ ^ 
“(jlllsMui} ‘ Nr. )•! 
bail , ( \(.n t(i .el lin d'l 
IV as a ]» ut i al w a vs I f i 

\Jiif,i, I iM'beii, witli I hi 


\lleTl did not 
itilutiii ilion lii 
aid MT till' quukist wa}, lUiPotH 
di'uiipli the brioch wmdon, whtrh 
uf‘d l» be oiifii \ I'on sbps 
'lUiiiE 'hi‘ li’ij n e uiidu i lull nOoti, 
siiiOM d bitii V.i I'M di inp on the lawn 
\1 iiiiA lx spii'i'f' diwn tin deps 
“Hiitir walk till till I'lo''', lou toulisb 
I liibl, 'liesud, taking liiL aiiri, ‘ >ou 11 
•V t \ oiii fi‘1 ' iLiii]! 

•*' It s loo d*-li( III IS a ij ({ht foi that, 
s 11 1 Eva h^tiiiE hi i loll iv fai o lo iht. 
aUri ni'K.ii, “ lisl \\i lau sit in the 
I'llOlO ” 

“ Don’t ton ibink Pju K i ii will wan! 
til it ^ 111 s liiJUiKl ML tint uni with 

Alls I’.ilUii i, and till ii ' 

' Doi's lieu ill\ nil m to piopitso ’ 

' III 's bi 1 1' t ilkni(; ol iiothuii, lIsi 
f nr tin la.l h n inonllis, aiidhab (oini 

luill'l Ifii iK t P'MISC piilJIOst Uut 
i'll iiid, ]« woildhuii )( niuiui'd with 
M.vik at ilu iiiiiii' PuL'i Mark has 
all the woik, ami ..i iiivc all the futi 
liut I was lb iLiiniiiLd to loiiic to >oii 
aml^uai f siiii dial vuuli idti tinaiiriiil 
Saltus iittii Ji ’ 

“Poll SiUu^' ud Fira,^builiint;. 

■ “L*. did lO’j'i and ask me, but l.iH 
heart w is iio^ 1 1 the pioimsil That 
tciiible |•,l(Illdlllullll i ol miiif uigid 
liini to tl'e liicaih tie seemed quite 
glad when 1 decliiiLil ” 

“What hail taste, Mid Allen 

biuql 

. think be iinU> loved that puoi 
worn 111 who ilifd svid Hva m low 
jtpiiefc, " .uid olft 11‘ilauilj loved bim, 
when she commilb'd bu lUiing a 
cinoc foi hw Bokt ' 

'* ft uiigJit bu\e iieen ambition 
well AS love, Rvi, and n «vas 

a feat of itanation ui lie. yld ngc 
Mtss Lotif wAuted i hurseP 


111 \ ■ I 1 llIK 
I h^ Hi Ml 
\\i lit ij" 111 

niui'i i lie 

iKuiowid thais i ihiIiu wav ot jint- 
tm<r it fioin olil lad. Ipsiii I 
suppobo Mis Mini 'I v.lm 

she hcaiil he w <s oni ul tin 
luuntij • 

Kva Jioili1(>d “Aijil ,tt J ilunl n 
ho hid lODie biek, •dll v.uiiM ■ v 
lmi‘11 him Evil ini slu I ■ < .> In 
vvisiiolhit hu Isold, sb' si I till II i< 
lose hei £' ai ot liiio Slu still ill 
hiibili Mrs '^bll\ im Cenii .>ki 
No one knims ihi Uuth, ‘^.ui luu 
and 1 and luid^ Ipsin 

Will its best to lei thijes uinain 
Is thty,Ai« I iiubl Muj, Ml III i 
iuuie clii'eilnl ' 

“Oh M'S the f.i*t 11, (’.MI, li.i 
LuQveiti d hi'i ^ 

“ Oh, iiAi Cam taki n up • is ii * i 
dence in Miw ly Caslli > 

Paa laugbod ' Jt is i dhrt th(> 
House Bt Autllul now , ' she said 
“ Caiu got the name out c,[ tin J'l/- 
(/nj/i'i ami he Ims th/ic 

with Ills niuihiL and liia vv'lo ‘ i 
* What, did ho uiaitj Jam' JVaup 
aflc 1 ’ 

“fie did, some months aftei 
toft Wasp WAS very much 
the mateb, ai. be callad Caul a yaf; 
Ixjud ” , 

‘ MJtfkjni, lonced"' ,kiiov* " 

-el toSBiiig her hfadlVlUi 1}4 

'•Iwn- 


le ( 

ii> ^anpi 

ftei joui 
aEainsf 
L a yas; ’ > 
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